
OswegOOswegO
Alumni AssociAtion of the stAte university of new york At oswego n  vol. 35, no. 1  n  winter 2009 

Inspiring Stories: 
The Impact of Philanthropy



Alumni networking that  
works for you

+

=

Now make stronger connections with  
the new OsweGoConnect application  

on Facebook.

Use the expansive alumni directory and class 
notes service to reconnect with old friends in 
OsweGoConnect, Oswego’s online community. 

Stay connected using Facebook. 

Do it all in one place.

Look for the OsweGoConnect application on 
our Facebook page — tinyurl.com/oaafacebook. 

Not a member of the OsweGoConnect online 
community? Get your identification number 
beginning with “800” from the mailing label 
of this magazine or call 315-312-2258 to get 
started. 
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Ah, winter — the season that defines 
the Oswego experience came early to  

campus this year. By mid-November, we were 
battling lake-effect storms, plowing our way 
into parking spaces and bundling up against 
the bitter winds. But this winter is a bit differ-
ent — Now we can walk from Poucher Hall 
to just east of Penfield Library, sheltered from 
winter’s gusts in the Wiley Alumni Con-
course of the Campus Center. During class 
changes it’s great to see students chatting and 
comparing notes, hear them laughing and 
talking, to feel warmth from sunlight stream-
ing through a wall of windows and com-
ing up from a heated floor, and to smell the 
aroma of freshly brewed coffee. The Wiley 
Concourse, named for Charles L. Wiley ’22, 
who bequeathed $2.2 million to Oswego, is 
just one of the many donor-supported spaces 

in the Campus Center that have changed the 
campus culture. Add to that scholarships, 
lectureships, an endowed professorship and 
support for everyday needs of the college, 
and you get a feel for just how Inspiring Ho-
rizons: The Campaign for Oswego has trans-
formed our campus. As you read in this issue 
about the profound affect your generosity 
has had on Oswego, I hope it gives you as 
warm a feeling as the Wiley Concourse gives 
to those of us who battle Oswego’s wind and 
cold each winter. 

Michele A. Reed
Oswego editor

Inspiring Horizons: The 
Campaign for Oswego has 

been a major force on campus 
for six years. I’ve written in this 
space about the promise of a 
future made brighter by your 
generosity, about the wonders 
we could accomplish — to-
gether — with your support. 
Now I write to invite you to 
see for yourself some of those 
promises fulfilled, and to thank 
you for your generous aid. 

Gifts to Inspiring Hori-
zons support scholarships, 

fund guest lecturers, provide state-of-the-art 
classroom technology and create new spaces 
in which to learn. 

Philanthropy is a powerful thing. Right 
now, on the Oswego campus, it is transform-
ing lives. Read about some of our inspiring 
stories, made possible through your dona-
tions, in the pages of this magazine. Or go to 
www.oswego.edu/giving/campaign to watch 
a video of your gifts in action.

Your generosity came in the midst of 
challenging economic times. Just as many 
of you review and hash out family finances 
around the kitchen table, we too are delibera-

tively managing today’s challenges as we plan 
a solid and stable future for our college. We 
do know this: In tough fiscal times, one sure 
investment is public higher education. 

At Oswego, your support helps provide 
the margin of excellence, so that citizens of 
New York State and beyond can fulfill their 
dreams and contribute in all aspects of life, 
lifting themselves and our society to great 
heights. Our students — with their passions 
nurtured in our learner-centered environ-
ment, their knowledge expanded in our 
classrooms, their self-confidence raised in 
faculty-student collaborations — graduate 
and go on to forge extraordinarily productive 
lives around the globe. 

Now more than ever, the world needs 
citizens more capable of replenishing ideas 
and know-how.  Now more than ever, we 
need the help of generous donors to fulfill the 
mission of higher education. On behalf of a 
grateful campus, I extend to you our sincere  
appreciation for the success of Inspiring  
Horizons. Your support was stunning.

Deborah F. Stanley
President
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SUNY OSwegO haS received apprOval tO becOme the first 
public college in New York to offer a software engineering degree.

while other SUNY schools have computer engineering programs, 
the bachelor’s degree in software engineering is unique to Oswego.

the new major evolved from Oswego’s longstanding bachelor’s 
program in computer science and newer graduate program in 
human-computer interaction.

Students pursuing the new degree can focus on human-computer 
interaction, with courses tying into the master’s degree program, or 
development of “middleware,” the software that connects network 
applications and components.

SUNY Oswego will also pursue the highest educational stan-
dard in the field from the accreditation board for engineering and 
technology.

with the software engineering major now approved, SUNY 
Oswego will look to establish additional programs in engineering to 
meet other demands in the field.

“business and industry look to colleges and universities to educate 
the engineers and computer scientists who are needed for today’s 
workforce and the workforce of the future,” president deborah F. 
Stanley said. “we have an obligation to meet their needs.”  l

— tim Nekritz m ’05

Major addition — software engineering degree

Dr. Jim Early, assistant professor of information science and a member 
of the Oswego faculty who will be teaching software engineering, talks 
about the program with computer science major Ryan mann ’09 in 
Snygg Hall.

It was a who’s who of Oswego’s own  
women’s movement as the Women’s 

Studies Program kicked off its 30th anniver-
sary celebration in September, with a recep-
tion in the Campus Center’s Chu Atrium. 

Founders of the program at Oswego, 
including Joan Loveridge-Sanbonmatsu, 

Barbara Gerber, Geraldine Forbes, Judith 
Wellman and Marilynn Smiley were on 
hand to mark three decades since the wom-
en’s studies minor was officially founded at  
Oswego. 

“I hope a new vein of women’s studies  
will take hold by virtue of what we are  
witnessing now,” said President Deborah F. 
Stanley, who was an early women’s studies 
faculty member. Noting that early courses 
at Oswego helped establish women’s schol-
arship, she said that women’s studies now 
needs the strides made in the academic sphere 
to  “translate into changing lives, promoting 
equality and moving forward social justice.” 

Oswego was in the forefront of women’s 
studies programs in the country when it first 
began offering courses in the early 1970s. 
The minor began in 1978, and the major 
began in 1999. In 1998, Oswego hosted the  
National Women’s Studies Association  
conference.  

The Women’s Studies Program is plan-
ning events to celebrate the anniversary. For 
more information, contact Director Lisa 
Langlois at director@oswego.edu  l

— Michele Reed

Women’s Studies celebrates 30 years

Women’s Studies kicked off its 30th anni-
versary celebration with a reception in 
September. Sharing memories are, from 
left, Nancy seale Osborne ’70, who was 
co-coordinator of the program from 1978 
to 1980, Dr. Patricia Clark of the English 
department and Associate Provost for 
Multicultural Affairs cathy santos ’87.  

NcaTE spells success for 
school of Education
SUNY OSwegO agaiN received 
national accreditation for its School 
of education through the National 
council for the accreditation of 
teacher education. 

this stamp of excellence means 
that Oswego’s School of education, 
which includes 65 full-time faculty 
members in six departments, met all 
six of Ncate’s rigorous standards 
after a weeklong site visit, a lengthy 
internal self-study and a comprehen-
sive review by an outside team of 
seven professionals.  

the reaccreditation indicates 
the School of education meets state 
and national standards in provid-
ing a broad liberal arts education, 
an in-depth study of the content to 
be taught, a foundation of profes-
sional knowledge, well-planned clinical 
experiences in schools working with 
diverse students, an evaluation of 
readiness to practice through many 
measures of performance and the 
ability to use knowledge in practice to 
promote student achievement from 
pre-kindergarten through grade 12.  l
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SUNY OSwegO’S techNOlOgY edUca-
tiON prOgram, long a pioneer and leader 
in its field, has become the first school in 
the state to earn an accreditation from the 
council on technology teacher education.

the ctte thought so highly of 
Oswego’s program report that the organi-
zation even posted it on its web site as a 
model for other institutions to use.

the accreditation bolsters SUNY 
Oswego’s already strong name in technol-
ogy education. 

Oswego was among the institutions 
that helped create the field of what is now 
technology education in america during 
the 19th century, in its related forerunner 
forms such as manual training and indus-
trial arts.  l

— tim Nekritz m’05

A record crowd of professional women 
turned out to connect with their peers 

and hear from four Oswego alumni who 
discussed challenges and solutions that they 
found on the way to success.

The third annual Women’s Connections 
symposium attracted about 140 to Sheldon 
Hall for a day of networking and empower-
ment in October. President Deborah F. Stan-
ley acknowledged the astounding progress of 
women in the workplace over the past few 
decades.

“This pushes the envelope a little bit fur-
ther,” she said of the day’s programming.

Jill Consor Beck ’93 said she had to learn 
to work smart, not hard, to become a senior 
product manager at Microsoft in Seattle. 
Beck and her husband also opened a hobby 
wine-making business in 2007.

“In order to be lucky, you have to put 
yourself in a position to be lucky,” Beck said. 
“You can’t just stay at home and wait for that 
to happen.”

Former pharmaceutical executive Rose 
Cardamone Crane ’81 promoted mentoring 
and creating friendships with fellow women 
at work.

“I always had a wonderful mentor and  
I became a mentor myself,” the retired  
Johnson & Johnson executive vice presi-
dent of group strategic marketing said. “As I  
watch young people come in, they really  
need role models.”

Robert Feinberg ’78 talked about the 
corporate trend of creating gender equity. 
He’s seen plenty of positive changes at Ernst 
& Young, where he is now a partner, he said.

“I’m very proud to be part of an organi-
zation that has been able to adapt to the next 
generation of service providers,” Feinberg 
said.

The concept of work-life balance was a 
recurring theme throughout the day. Former 
Auburn mayor and educator Melina Dello 
Stritto Carnicelli ’70 offered tips for spiritual 
wellness during the Connections luncheon.

In addition to the speakers, the sym-
posium included a marketplace of women-
owned businesses from throughout the 
Central New York region.  l

— Shane M. Liebler

Moving forward
Women make ’connections’ at Oswego

Robert Feinberg ’78 and Rose cardamone 
crane ’81 address women gathered for the 
Connections symposium last fall. 

Jill consor Beck ’93 meets with business 
students to discuss her winery business dur-
ing an Alumni-in-Residence class appearance 
connected to the Connections symposium. 
They are from left, Brendan mcLaughlin ’09, 
a marketing major; mike Novak ’09, a  
business administration major; and mark 
Lozzi ’09, an accounting major.

Tech ed program accredited
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Technology education major paul Rotstein ’09, 
left, and Professor Dan Tryon ’89 work at 
the three-axis computer numeric control, or 
CNC, milling machine.

Why they call it ’Oz’
Does the proverbial pot of gold at the end of 
the rainbow reside in Sheldon Hall? That’s 
what it looks like in this Oct. 2 photo by 
Meteorology Professor scott steiger ’99. 
Note the double arc!  l
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E lizabeth Kolbert’s Field Notes from a Catastrophe:  
Man, Nature and Climate Change is this year’s  

Oswego Reading Initiative selection.
The critically acclaimed book explores the pressing  

environmental issue in terms of science and ecology,  
but also explores economic and political factors. 

The author will visit campus March 17. Check  
www.oswego.edu/ori for more related programming. l

SelF-prOclaimed “ecO-StYliSt” 
danny Seo helped give a green start to 
the academic year with a presentation 
to students, faculty and others aug. 25 
in the campus center.

the book author, magazine con-
tributor, television personality and 
entrepreneur gave plenty of tips for 
green living as part of programming in 
support of this year’s Oswego reading 
initiative.

some of seo’s green tips:
l  Use newspapers to absorb shoe  

wetness and odor.
l  Freeze pillows and bedding to kill 

allergens and extend their useful life.
l  Styrofoam packing peanuts can be 

used to make a beanbag chair. 

l  Use an ultraviolet light instead of 
harsh cleansers to sanitize the home 
and office.

l  microfiber towels pack a lot of clean-
ing power using only water.

l  Use a surge protector to completely 
cut off power to appliances you 
aren’t using.

l  a water bottle with a charcoal filter 
cap can save more than 200 dispos-
able plastic bottles in a year.

l  try “bug light” compact fluorescent 
bulbs indoors. they have a softer 
hue for those who dislike the glow of 
standard cFb’s.

l  Use the tape from obsolete video  
cassettes to garnish your gifts.

— Shane m. liebler

simply green

Ori ponders environmental 
Catastrophe

Students Remember 
9/11 Victims

This fall, SUNY Oswego students joined 
millions across the country in paying  

their respects to those lost in the terrorist  
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

They planted 2,974 flags on campus to 
honor the victims, including 12 green-and-
gold-decorated flags commemorating the 
Oswego alumni lost.

“We planted the flags from midnight till 
past 2 a.m.,” said Becky Urtz ’09, president 
of the group. “It was a really special time, not 
only for our club and ourselves but for us 
to understand the magnitude of this event.” 
The club worked closely with University  
Police and Campus Center staff to coordi-
nate the event and make sure the memorial 
was safe overnight.

“The student body as a whole was really  
responsive. There were some group hugs 
and some tears,” said Urtz. “Overall, 
though, it was a really great opportunity 
for students to come together to remember 
their own losses and just realize how many 
lives [September 11] touched.” l

— Meghan Upson ’10

in the wee hours of Sept. 11, the SuNY 
Oswego College Republicans planted 2,974 
flags around the campus grounds to honor the 
American lives lost in the terrorist attacks of 
September 2001. They also planted 12 special 
flags with green and yellow ribbons to repre-
sent Oswego alumni who perished. Club vice-
chairs meghan upson ’10, left, and James 
strang ’09 were among those who helped.
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SUNY OSwegO iS ONe OF the beSt 
cOllegeS aNd UNiverSitieS in the 
region and country, according to the 
Princeton Review and U.S. News & World 
Report.

Oswego is one of 212 institutions the 
Princeton Review recommends in its book, 
The Best Northeastern Colleges: 2009 
Edition, published in august by random 
house/princeton review books. Oswego 
also earned a top ranking in the 2009  
edition of “america’s best colleges” by 
U.S. News & World Report, appearing in 
the Sept. 1 issue.

Oswego received a greater number of 
applications than last year. more students 
are living on campus and newcomers’ academic credentials are all 
on the upswing, said Joe grant, vice president for student affairs 
and enrollment management.

“people see the more than $250 million in facility investments 
we’ve made so far, and the increased curb appeal,” grant said. 
“they know that we’re willing to invest, and we’re continuing with 
$110 million for the science facilities, $40 million for the residen-

tial village, and another $20 million 
for School of education renovations. 
academically, we’ve added a software 
engineering major and launched the 
School of communication, media and 
the arts.”

preliminary figures show 1,425 
freshmen and 680 transfers enrolled 
this fall. Some 560 freshmen received 
some level of merit scholarship, including 
175 presidential Scholars with a mean 
high school average of 94 and 1240 
Sat score. Oswego was able to award 
over 50 more merit scholarships than 
last year, part of more than $66 million 
in merit and need-based grants, work-

study, loans and other financial aid the college provides.
the new enrollment figure, combined with a greater percentage 

of returning students choosing to live on campus, leads to a higher 
campus population of around 4,100 students. to meet demand for 
residence hall rooms, the college opened Sheldon hall as a residence 
for around 65 upperclassmen and transfers.  l

— Julie harrison blissert and tim Nekritz m ’05

Rocco Fragomeni ’09, laker leader, leads a tour 
group near the Campus Center.

Rankings good, admissions up, campus full

A $75,000 grant received by the depart-
ment of anthropology at SUNY Os-

wego will allow students to gain hands-on 
experience in their future fields.  

Thanks to the grant from the U.S. Na-
tional Park Service, students will be able to 
improve the entire archaeology collection at 
the school.  

Students have been re-cataloging,  
analyzing and restoring materials in the 
collection from prehistoric sites in Central 
New York since July. The archived items are 
artifacts from the first occupants of Central 
New York up through the Iroquois Indians 
and first European settlers.   

Items include ceramics, animal bones, 
food remains and fire crack rocks, which are 
stones that have split from being used in or 
near a fire. 

Each semester two students will work 
on the project until its close in January 2010. 
Anthropology majors Lenda Ryan ’09 and 
Nick Sottile ’10 worked on the project this 
fall.  

“Working on the grant project will get 
them experience with all federal collection 
standards for the National Park Service, for 
example,” said Doug Pippin of Oswego’s 
anthropology faculty. “Studying collection 
standards for New York state and being  
familiar with those standards will help with 
getting a job.”  l

— Ashley White ’10

Students ’dig’ grant

Examining samples from prehistoric sites in 
Central New York are anthropology majors, 
from left, Lenda Ryan ’09, Brian andrukat 
’09 and ashley Barnes ’07.
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Find the Founder!
iN the Fall 2008 iSSUe, the founder 

could be found in the bottom right photo  
of claudia atticot ’99 on page 23. the 
grand prize winner of a bookstore gift  
certificate and Sheldon hall print is patrick 
O’Reilly ’70. winning Sheldon hall prints 
are George Reavis ’86, scott Benjamin 
’90, susan saunders ’66, colleen 
conaughty ’93, Judy skillen ’61 and 
David Griswold ’79.

a tiny replica of the Sheldon statue 
pictured here is hidden somewhere in this 
issue. Find the Founder and send us a letter 
with the location and page number, your 
name, class year and address. we will draw 
one entry at random from all the correct 
answers and the winner will receive a $25 
gift certificate to the campus Store and a 
print of Sheldon hall. the next six entries 

drawn will receive Sheldon hall prints. 
Send your entry to Find the 
Founder, 219 Sheldon hall, 
SUNY Oswego, Oswego, NY 

13126. entries 
must be post-
marked by  
march 1.  l
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sanchez offers poetic insight into unity 
“dO we have the cOUrage tO OppOSe 
FOrceS?” african-american author and 
political activist Sonia Sanchez questioned 
in a campus lecture. “the courage to walk 
in the light that is love, the courage to stop 
personal assassinations of each other, the 
courage to speak out and the courage to 
see the beauty in ourselves?”

Sanchez spoke to students and faculty 
to promote a multicultural environment at 
SUNY Oswego. 

the alaNa (african, latino, asian 
and Native american) Student leadership 
conference in September highlighted 
Sanchez as the keynote speaker for her 
inspiring words of change.  

most associated with the black arts 
movement and the civil rights movement 
in the 1960s and 1970s, Sanchez was also 
a professor at a number of universities, urg-

ing students to bring peace, unity, change 
and resistance into their daily lives.  

Sanchez delivered a powerful speech 
Sept. 18 in the hewitt Union ballroom. She 
promoted positive interaction on campus 
and in the country and world by reading 
some of her own poetry and quoting dr. 
martin luther King and malcolm X as well 
as many other influential people of all races.  

She stressed the importance of change 
in the government and change in the 
economy. we need “radical redistribution 
of economic and political power,” she said, 
quoting dr. martin luther King.  

Sanchez suggested that the first gen-
eration of the 21st century is the one that 
can offer change in a world that has been 
“wracked and wrecked” by its elders. we 
can be that force, she said.  l

— ashley white ’10

Sonia Sanchez, African-American author and 
political activist, was the keynote speaker for 
the AlANA (African, latino, Asian and Native 
American) Student leadership Conference in 
September.

The lake guardian, a 180-foot boat used in 
research projects with which SuNY Oswego 
is involved, made a call on the port of 
Oswego in mid-July. gregory Boyer (right) of 
the SuNY College of Environmental Science 
and Forestry discusses the rosette sample 
collector with SuNY Oswego participants 
including, from left, chemistry major colleen 
alexander ’09, Jim pagano ’74 of the 
college’s Environmental Research Center 
and Biological Sciences Professor Peter 
Rosenbaum on the Environmental Protection 
Agency research boat. SuNY Oswego is a 
partner in a long-standing multi-institutional 
great lakes Consortium project using the 
vessel and its technology to study lake 
Ontario fish health and toxin levels.  l
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the graNd OpeNiNg celebratiON 
for the SUNY Oswego metro center 
in the heart of downtown Syracuse 
attracted more than 450 people to the 
atrium building dec. 4.

Oswego alumni, faculty and staff 
joined city officials and president 
deborah F. Stanley for a formal house-
warming at the facility.

Syracuse mayor matt driscoll 
praised the center as instrumental in 
helping the city grow.

“we look forward to future collabo-
rations with SUNY Oswego,” he said.

the metro center includes three 
suites, four medium-sized classrooms, 
one large classroom, seven offices and 
meeting space in 12,000 renovated 
square feet.

“[the center] is a great new venue 
for learning in Syracuse,” metropolitan 
development association president  
rob Simpson said, adding it “provides  
an op por tunity for people to improve 
their lives.”

the Oswego satellite is focused on 
extended learning and development for 
Syracuse-area professionals. to help 
lure potential grad students, Oswego 
is offering one three-credit course free 

of charge to 2009 graduates from any 
central New York college.

“the course-to-connect initiative 
boldly invests in central New York by 
growing our knowledge-based high-
technology economy and helping to 
meet the region’s need for affordable, 
reputable and conveniently delivered 
graduate and continuing education,” 
president Stanley said.  l

— Shane m. liebler

Metro Center opens in Syracuse

Syracuse Mayor Matt Driscoll speaks at the 
grand opening of Oswego’s Metro Center 
in Syracuse. Onlookers include at right, 
Metropolitan Development Association 
President Rob Simpson and Oswego 
President Deborah F. Stanley. 
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’paradise’ found
Meng Tu describes living on campus as 

“a little like paradise.”
The beautiful sunsets and scenery 

carry a great significance for Tu and three 
of his compatriots, who are experiencing  
Oswego — and America — for the first time 
under incredible circumstances.

Tu, Jian Xu, Lili Jiang and Jian Xie are 
living in the Hart Hall Global Living and 
Learning Center for the 2008-09 academic 
year as part of SUNY’s statewide “China 150” 
program. Just months ago, some of these  
students were living in tents after their cities  
in the Sichuan province of China were  
leveled by earthquakes.

Since arriving on campus in August, the 
four have embraced Oswego and taken the 
opportunity to explore the community. The 
sunsets are a favorite focus of photos they 
send home to their families.

Oswego is one of the 22 campuses in the 
SUNY system taking part in the China 150 
initiative.

The students here are continuing 
their studies from their home universities,  
including areas such as English, linguistics 
and business. While they see some simi-
larities between the Chinese and American 
education programs, they have noted major 
differences.  

“SUNY Oswego stands out because of 
the international program … they are at our 
schools, but they are very small,” Tu said.

At their home universities, a majority of 
their classes have more than 200 students, 
whereas classes in Oswego average 19. With 
smaller class sizes, these transplants are given 
an opportunity to meet their professors  
one-on-one.

Oswego has also given them a chance to 
work in groups for projects, which in larger 
classes would be difficult. This allows them 
to interact with more of the campus commu-
nity and share different ideas.

Apart from their studies, the students 
are also active in organizations, including 
ALANA, Chinese Students and Scholars 
Association and WTOP-TV. Jiang and Tu 
participated in the ALANA fashion show in 
September — Xu was even crowned “King of 
Cooking” for his Sichuan fried rice dish at an 
ALANA cook-off.

Xu, Jiang and Tu also work at Cooper 
Dining Hall. They say that earning their own 
money gives them a feeling of accomplish-
ment and independence.

The students keep in constant contact 
with their families in China as well as their 
friends at other SUNY campuses through  
e-mail. They receive updates on the recon-
struction at home and share their experiences 
with their fellow students in the program.

All the China 150 students will return 
home in 2009 to help restore the infrastruc-
ture and economy of devastated Sichuan.  

“We can only do little things for our  
communities, but we are learning,”  
Jiang said.  l

— Arlee J. Logan ’09

From left, Jian Xu, lili Jiang and Meng Tu 
from the Sichuan province of China are enjoy-
ing their Oswego experience in SuNY’s state-
wide “China 150” program. A fourth student, 
Jian Xie, is not pictured.

rocking the Preamble
each aUtUmN SUNY OSwegO celebrateS cONStitUtiON 
weeK, which encourages students to learn about the constitution, 
their voting rights, the civil rights movement and political involve-
ment.   

“rock the preamble” kicked off the week with a reading of the 
introduction to the constitution led by president deborah F. Stanley 
in the academic quad Sept. 17.  

“we must use the constitution as a shield, as a mantra and 
go forward understanding the rights as part of american ethics,” 
Stanley said. 

Following the reading of the preamble was a roll call of state 
ratification and a reading of selected parts of the constitution as 
well as the distribution of pocket copies.  l

— ashley white ’10

Faculty member Jessica Hester reads an excerpt of the u.S. 
Constitution. Also participating in the “Rock the Preamble” event were, 
from left: Ryan santiago ’09, Travis Wafer ’09, Nate Roy ’09, 
suzayn mackenzie ’08, Fredrica Germany ’11, sarah sterling ’11 
and Professor Kitty Macey.

JiM
 R

u
SSEll ’8

3

A
R

lEE J. lO
g

A
N

 ’0
9



C u r r e n t s
c a m p u s 

O s w e g O  l  W i n t e r  2 0 0 99

Sporting green and gold at The Point are, from left, Donald Horn 
’09, an education major; Tatayana Duffus ’11 and Jessica sinovoi 
’10, both majoring in marketing; Grace mukupa mBa’07; andrea 
Kislik ’09, majoring in teaching English as a second language; and 
Walchade Joseph ’09, a public relations major.

Oswego Alumni Association Board President 
Bill schreiner ’92 presents Alumni legacy 
Scholarships to christine clemmens ’09, 
Jennifer Vrooman ’09 and Kayla Doan ’10.

Family ties
the OSwegO alUmNi aSSOciatiON 
awarded alumni legacy Scholarships to 
six students this year. alumni association 
board president Bill schreiner ’92 pre-
sented three of the winners with $500 to 
$1,000 scholarships in the second annual 
round of awards Oct. 25.

alumni legacy Scholarships were 
established for students who are children, 
stepchildren or parents of Oswego alumni. 
candidates for the award must be current 
full-time students at SUNY Oswego and 
demonstrate a commitment to the excel-
lence of the college and the community 
through academic achievements, leadership 
and involvement in campus clubs and  
organizations.

this year’s winners were christine 
clemmens ’09, daughter of ann marie 
porter ’74; allison Rent ’10, daughter 
of Tim ’78 and susan allman Rent ’79; 
Jennifer Vrooman ’09, daughter of John 
H. ’82 and Jane stone O’Brien ’77; Kayla 
Doan ’10, daughter of James ’80 and 
Lisa Billings Doan ’81; marissa Hill ’10, 
daughter of sarah Gould Hill ’78; and 
Eric Ruiz ’09, son of Ernest Ruiz ’66.

Students can apply during their fresh-
man, sophomore or junior years. the  
scholarship application and essay form  
are available at www.oswego.edu/giving/ 
scholarships. the deadline is april 11. 

the alumni relations and development 
scholarship committee will select the winners.

— Shane m. liebler
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Celebrating Oswego
Students, alumni and staff alike sported green and gold for SUNY 

Oswego’s first College Colors Day Sept. 26. The Office of Business 
and Community Relations coordinated the event. New and returning 
students were welcomed to the local farmers market the day before by 
the Greater Oswego-Fulton Chamber of Commerce.   

The staff in Culkin Hall, with President Deborah F. Stanley, 
donned the school colors for a group portrait, above. At The Point 
in the new Campus Center students and alumna Grace Mukupa ’07 
show their school support while taking a break from working for their 
clubs and organizations.  l

— Arlee J. Logan ’09
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By the time you read this, “new media” may already 
have a different meaning.

Sports, radio, music and television industry leaders 
talked about the radical impact of social networking Web 
sites and audio/visual innovations during a discussion 
about the “Media Revolution” Oct. 22.

The Dr. Lewis B. O’Donnell Summit brought togeth-
er media executives, alumni and students for the fourth  
annual day of class visits and the panel, which focused on 
the whirlwind pace of changes in communications. 

“Probably the thing that has changed the most is  
everything,” said Erica Farber, 33-year veteran of broadcast 
and current publisher/president of the influential Radio & 
Records magazine.

Modern media is shifting from a top-down distribu-
tion model to a consumer-controlled culture fueled by 
on-demand YouTube videos, portable mp3 audio files  
and the explosive growth of free online social networks like 
Facebook. 

Panelists, including J. Scott Dinsdale of Sony BMG, Scott Stieg-
man of ESPN.com, media analyst Jack Myers and Steve Leblang ’81 of 
FX Networks, told a crowd of 300 in the Sheldon Ballroom they should 
expect “Web 2.0” to grow quickly. 

About 45 students got some additional career advice from alumni 
following the panel discussion. The inaugural “table-hopper” event 
featured New York Yankees executive Emil Calcano ’06, film edi-
tor Jeremy Ambers ’00, Vinyl Artist Management owner Michael 
Gewirtzman ’05, WROC-TV and WUHF-TV account executive 
Natasha Johnson ’02, 9wsr.com Web producer Phil Rankin ’06 and 
SciFi Channel Web coordinator Matt Romano ’05.  l

— Shane M. Liebler

Facebook Frontier
media summit explores new consumer culture

Summit panel moderator Jack Myers (far left) leads the “Media 
Revolution” discussion with, from left, Patrick Stiegman of ESPN.com, 
Erica Farber of Radio & Records, J. Scott Dinsdale of Sony BMg, steve 
Leblang ’81 of FX Networks and student reactor candace Dunkley ’09. 

the wrvO StatiONS at SUNY OSwegO will continue 
adding high-definition radio outlets thanks to a $164,280 
grant from the corporation for public broadcasting. 

the National public radio station launched a second hd 
channel, wrvO 2, on memorial day weekend on its main sig-
nal, 89.9 Fm in Oswego, aided by a previous cpb grant. the 
new funding will allow the station to upgrade to hd signals 
for wrvJ, 91.7 Fm in watertown; wrvN, 91.9 Fm in Utica; 
and wrvd, 90.3 Fm in downtown Syracuse. 

the high-definition wrvO 2, which can also be heard 
online through wrvo.fm, is a different news and talk station 
than the main channel, said wrvO general manager John 
Krauss ’71, thus doubling wrvO’s offerings. Stations may 
now carry up to three channels on their license, and this is  
a growing trend. currently more than 1,200 separate hd 
stations exist nationwide. 

hd radio may get an additional boost from the Federal 
communication commission’s settlement on the merger of 
Xm and Sirius satellite radio, which included a requirement 
to explore a universal receiver for satellite, hd and regular 
radio, Krauss said. he compared it to when the United States 
required all tvs to include receivers for UhF stations in 
1962.  l

— tim Nekritz m ’05

WRVO expands high-def 
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Students clean up the Community garden near Fallbrook as part of 
Community involvement Day in August. They are, from left: chris 
campbell ’12, stefan short ’10, alexis Rosamilia ’12, sarah 
Whiteley ’10, Ethan Koss ’12 and Jessica Wegman ’11.
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rom the jazz venues of Central New York to the jungles 

of Congo, and from the very heart of Oswego’s campus to 

classrooms at Tsukuba University in Japan, our students, 

faculty and staff are seeking solutions and changing lives. 

And they’re doing it with the generous support of more than 22,000 

donors to Inspiring Horizons: The Campaign for Oswego. Because 

philanthropy isn’t only about sharing the good things we have in our 

lives, it’s about transforming the lives of others . . . sometimes in  

ways the benefactor never even imagined. The stories here are just  

a snapshot of the good work being done thanks to donor dollars.  

The campaign may be over now, and its $23.9 million total a number 

in the history books, but like the Oswego horizon, the everyday miracles 

it generated continue on into infinity. 

Inspiring Stories:
The Impact of Philanthropy

F
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T
he refrigerator hums in 
the Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry Center in Room 
326A of Snygg Hall. Under the 

glare of fluorescent lights, Mike Kiley ’09 
is perched on a lab stool, his hands under 
a Plexiglas hood. Slowly, painstakingly, 
he pipettes a solution from one flask to 
another.  It is a tedious task, but one with a 
potentially huge payoff. Kiley is culturing 
pancreatic cells to use in experiments 
exploring how the African plant Psidium 
guajava fights diabetes. 

Kiley is working with Chemistry 
Professors Kestutis Bendinskas and Webe 
Kadima, under a Student-Faculty Collab-
orative Challenge Grant, funded in part 
by a donation from Tim Murphy ’74. 

Diabetes is an epidemic around the 
world, and the research Kiley, Bendinskas 
and Kadima are doing could have enor-
mous consequences. 

“This is serious work — work which 
has a potential to produce a solution for a 
worldwide health problem,” says Kadima. 
More than 20 million people in the 
United States and 400 million worldwide 
suffer from diabetes. “There is no cure as 
of now,” Kadima adds. 

“Diabetes is a disease that is affecting 
7 percent of the U.S. population,” says 
Kiley. “Maybe there’s a chance my work 
could help a lot of people.”

He notes that he has family members 
affected by the disease. It’s something he 
has in common with Kadima, whose father 
died of complications from diabetes.

Kadima, who graduated from the 
University of Kinshasa in the Republic of 
Congo, first brought nine plants, including 
Psidium guajava, from her native Africa, 
where traditional healers used them to 

treat diabetes. Before he died in 1981, 
her father turned to traditional remedies. 
“My attitude was that it was wrong, that 
it would kill him,” Kadima recalls. “My 
attitude has changed a lot since then.”

She has become convinced that herbal 
medicines like these plants are effective, 
although why they are is still a mystery — 
one that Kiley, Bendinskas and Kadima 
hope to solve. “We know it works, but we 
don’t know how it works,” Kiley says. 

In Kinshasa, Kadima works with 
researchers who are testing the plants’ 
efficacy against diabetes in mice. They 
distill an extract of the plant and feed it 
to the mice. 

Using glucose meters like those 
sold over the counter in American drug 
stores, they check the rodents’ blood and 
compare it to a control group. 

“When we give the mice the extract, 
the glucose level decreases faster and 
reaches a lower level than for control 
mice,” explains Kadima. 

In the lab on the Oswego campus, 
the researchers are culturing pancreatic 
cells and exposing them to the Psidium 
guajava, in the hope that they can figure 
out exactly how the plant fights diabetes. 

“It could stimulate or simulate 
insulin, and we are trying to find out 
which,” says Kadima. 

Insulin, the natural molecule that 
controls metabolism of glucose, is made 
in the pancreas.

When there is a high level of sugar in 
the bloodstream, insulin is released and 
acts as a key to allow sugar into cells (for 
example, muscle cells) where it is broken 
down or metabolized.

Defeating Diabetes
Student-Faculty Research Battles Global Epidemic
By Michele Reed

Scientists at Kinshasa University measure 
the blood sugar of mice using a glucose 
meter (above). The Congo River (right) 
flows through the world’s second largest 
rainforest where plants grow that can be 
used to fight diabetes.

C
o

U
R

TeSy
 o

f w
eb

e K
a

d
im

a

C
o

U
R

TeSy
 o

f w
eb

e K
a

d
im

a



O s w e g O  l  W i n t e r  2 0 0 913

In the lab, pancreatic cells release 
in sulin when glucose is provided. So the 
first thing Bendinskas advised Kiley to do 
was add glucose to the cells. Then plant 
sol utions were added to see if it increased 
or decreased insulin production in the 
cells. 

“If we can find something that works 
and how it works, we can develop prepa-
rations that can be used by diabetics at 
a cost people can afford,” says Kadima. 
“Many people in poor countries cannot 
afford treatment. There is still a need to 
develop drugs that are affordable to all.”

Natural healing
With research, perhaps other tradi-

tional remedies could be made available 
to people fighting diseases. “The flora is 
rich in many places around the globe,” 
Kadima says. “It’s worth investigating 
what treatments may be available.”

She believes that natural remedies are 
better, because they have fewer side effects 
than synthetic drugs since they don’t use 
artificial “fillers.”

Also plant extracts don’t only have 
the specific molecules that act, they have 
a lot of other substances. Although no 
systematic studies have been conducted as 
yet, Kadima believes they act in concert, 
which may explain why they have fewer 
side effects and work better. 

Kadima’s research bridges schools of 
pharmacy, chemistry departments and 
medical schools. She also spends a lot of 
time with native healers, listening to them 
and learning their ways.

People don’t take traditional healers 
seriously because they don’t have the 
backing of the scientific community. “I 
wanted to develop a team to help provide 
the evidence needed to prove the plants’  
effectiveness,” says Kadima.

Like so many other collaborations, 
this one began with a casual conversa-
tion. Kadima told Bendinskas about her 
work with the basic chemistry of insulin 
and how she was interested in moving a 
step further, toward real systems, working 
in cells. “He said, ‘I can help! I can do 
work on cells,’” she recalls. Kadima and 
Bendinskas gathered a team to collaborate 
between Kinshasa and Oswego. 

While the technical, scientific part 
of the project is great, even greater is the 
connection between people. “We need to 
understand each other,” Kadima says. “It 
goes to show how we need one another.”

Global perspective
Each December and every summer, 

Kadima travels from Oswego to Kinshasa, 
where she works with local healers and 
professors at the university. Farmers in 

the area harvest the plants, which are dried 
on large racks. Some leaves are crumbled 
and Kadima brings leaves, powder and 
extracts back to Oswego in her carry-on 
luggage. 

Kadima is excited to get students 
involved in a global project. “It’s a window 
onto a world many miles away, and also 
involves them in a problem that is so close 
to home,” she says. “I hope our students 
feel proud of being involved in an inter-

Mike Kiley ’09 (center) and Professors Kestutis bendinskas (left) and webe Kadima (right)
collaborate on a project to study african plants that fight diabetes.
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There’s no question the Inspiring 
Horizons campaign has made a differ-
ence at Oswego: a campus transforma-
tion, a stronger curriculum and a renewed 
enthusiasm for all things green and gold.

The unprecedented investment is 
also making a difference in students’ 
lives through programs like the Festa 
Graduate Leadership Fellowship, estab-
lished by Fred ’81 and MaryLynn 
Barbero Festa ’82 in 2006. The Festa 
Fellowship provides exceptional gradu-
ate students with a resumé-building job 
and provides an up-to-$10,000 stipend 
to help cover living expenses for the one-
semester term.

Erison Rodriguez ’05 says his  
fellowship with the SUNY Oswego Metro 
Center in Syracuse has taken him places 
he didn’t think possible just a little over a 
year ago. 

“It was honestly like a gift from  
the sky,” said Rodriguez, a master’s of 
business administration candidate and 
marketing undergraduate degree holder. 
“It came at a time when I wasn’t sure 
what I was going to do with my life.

“It really opened my eyes and 
showed me ’Everything is going to be 
OK, I can do what I want with my life,’” 
he said.

After two years in marketing and 
advertising positions, Rodriguez decided 
it would take a bold move to advance his 
career to the next level. He quit his job, 
but needed help plotting his next move.

He returned to Rich Hall where a 
conversation with School of Business 
Dean Richard Skolnik would eventually 
lead to the change Rodriguez was looking 
for. With an eye toward moving to man-
agement, he was offered an administra-
tive position in the new Metro Center as 
part of the fellowship.

A full-time graduate student, the 
New York City native still has his job as 
a research assistant promoting SUNY 
Oswego programming and meeting 
Syracuse business leaders for input on 
expanding programs at the Metro Center, 
which opened in summer 2008.

“It’s been great because it’s put 
me in a position to meet a lot of people 
— executives and owners of local busi-
nesses,” Rodriguez said, noting the fellow-
ship and stipend were an invaluable part 
of the experience.

“I can’t place a value on the experi-
ence that I had with them,” he said. 
“Without it, I’d probably be at another 
mediocre job just to pay the bills.

“It’s fortunate I had that opportu-

nity to change my life without having to 
worry about those financial obligations,” 
he said.

Rodriguez also takes great pride 
in being an integral part of the Metro 
Center’s development. When he first 
arrived, he was greeted by bare walls in 
the Atrium building downtown.

“Everyone who comes through the 
Metro Center is just in awe of the place,” 
Rodriguez said. “Ten years from now, 
I’ll be able to look at it and see what it’s 
become and be able to say, ’I remember 
hanging that clock,’ you know?”

There’s little doubt that a decade 
from now he’ll also remember the Festa 
Fellowship and Oswego resources that 
changed his career path and life. l

— Shane M. LiebLer

national project. They can impact what is 
happening continents away.”

Having international experience also 
makes students more competitive in the 
job market. “We are in the 21st century 
and our economies are so connected,” 
Kadima says. “Our students need to 
develop a global perspective.”

Bendinskas sees collaboration with 
the students as a key part of this grant. 
“It makes students an equal researcher,” 
he says. “It forces them to think in terms 
of graduate students rather than under-
graduates and better prepares them for 
medical school.”

The researchers feel Oswego is an 
ideal setting for this type of collabora-
tion. “I found a community here very 
interested in teaching and learning; it’s 

one of the reasons I came,” Kadima says. 
“A lot of effort is put forth to maximize 
the learning experience for students.”

Kiley agrees. “I had no idea how 
much help would come my way,” he says. 
“The faculty [at Oswego] is interested in 
making a connection with students, and 
helping them thrive.”  He found plenty 
of support among his professors. “The 
faculty is really interested in helping you 
develop, to become a better student and a 
better person in general.”

Kadima says Kiley is a perfect student 
partner. “He is so independent and driven 
on this project,” she says. “We would find 
him in the department at odd hours. [The 
project] took a lot of persistence and hard 
work. He has perseverance and patience,” 
she says. “Without him we would not 

have made progress in identifying the 
effects of glucose on insulin production 
in these cells.”

Bendinskas agrees. “Mike has 
outstanding observational skills — the 
best of any student I’ve ever worked 
with,” he says. “He’s very patient. This 
type of work requires him to feed the 
cells every other day. It can take half of 
the whole weekend to do an experiment 
and he is committed enough to actually 
complete it.”

Donors provide the seed
Philanthropy was important to 

helping this project get off the ground.

Festa Fellowships Promote Leadership

Fred Festa ’81, right, consults with Erison 
Rodriguez ’05, a festa fellow working 
with oswego’s metro Center in downtown 
Syracuse. 
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“To be able to do something like this 
without direct alumni support would be 
difficult,” Bendinskas says.

Kiley agrees. “I’m really grateful for 
the student-faculty collaboration grant, 
because even though the professors may 
have ideas, and the students, a really good 
work ethic and desire to put in a lot of 
effort, it can’t necessarily go anywhere 
without a little bit of financial support, 
kind of starting the engine,” he says. “You 
may have all the gas there; you need that 
spark to get it going.”

The Student-Faculty Collaborative 
Challenge Grant allows the project to 
show progress necessary to seek major 
funding. 

“Seed money provided by alumni 
allows us to attract a larger federal grant,” 
says Bendinskas.

The work that Kiley is doing was 
earlier done with graduate students. The 

results of his work may be included in a 
National Science Foundation or National 
Institutes of Health proposal for further 
funding, Kadima says. “We need proof 
that we are onto something. We must 
show we are capable of doing significant 
work, with the possibility of finding a 
solution.”

The research grant isn’t the only 
donor-sponsored help to come Kiley’s 
way. Last summer he worked at the 
headquarters of W. R. Grace, thanks to 
a fellowship established by Fred ’81 and 
MaryLynn Barbero Festa ’82. 

Over the summer, Kiley worked on 
nano-sized particles of silica in suspen-
sion and presented his research in front 
of Grace CEO Fred Festa. “It was a good 
experience,” Kiley says. “The industrial 
environment is very different from the 
academic one.” 

With the aid of his Festa Fellowship, 
Kiley is developing critical thinking skills, 
which can translate into any field — busi-
ness, pure research, medical school. 

He can certainly go anywhere he 
wants, thanks in part to the wide variety 
of experiences he has embraced while at 
Oswego. Kiley is a resident assistant, holds 
a dean’s scholarship, and is president of 
the Chemistry Club. 

“There’s a lot of opportunity with a 
major such as biochemistry,” Kiley says. 
“My future is wide open.” c

Mike Kiley ’09 feeds pancreatic cells that will be used to test the effectiveness of Psidium guajava in fighting diabetes.
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By Michele Reed

W
hen she came to Oswe go, 
she had never been west of 
Buffalo, but now Hamlin 
native Ashley Rath ’07 

says she won’t stop traveling until she 
“sets foot on every single country on the 
planet.”

A Presidential Scholarship was the 
impetus for Rath to attend Oswego. 
“When making the decision of which 
college to attend, it really took the pres-
sure off,” Rath says. Not having to worry 
about student loans, thanks to the donor-
funded scholarship program, made all the 
difference. 

“And it wasn’t just the money, but 
the whole program,” Rath recalls. She 
appreciated the Presidential Scholar 
mentors to guide incoming students, the 
special activities and the whole support 
system in place for scholars. The schol-
arship was the deciding factor in her 
college choice.

Little did Rath know that that decision 
would set her on the path to an exciting 
adventure, thanks to the encouragement 
and support of the professors and friends 
she would meet at Oswego. 

The graphic design major hadn’t 
thought much about traveling the globe 
until her sophomore year, when Art 
Professor Lisa Langlois convinced Rath to 
accompany her to Japan for a week-long 
research foray.

Travel is expensive, especially on 
a student budget, so a grant from the 
Provost’s Office, which receives support 

through The Fund for Oswego, provided 
help for Rath to make the trip.

“I’d never been out of the country,” 
Rath says. She admits to being a little 
nervous about the whole proposition. 

But all the worries had evaporated 
when the one-week trip was over. “I got 
to interact with other people and stand 
on my own two feet,” Rath says. “No 
fear — I’d wander the big cities, taking  
in the graphics on the billboards and 
everything.”

At about the fourth or fifth day, Lang-
lois challenged Rath to take the train on 
her own. She was nervous at first, but 
Langlois was pleased with the change in 
Rath when she returned. 

“When she came back she was just 
beaming,” the professor recalls. Rath had 
been able to travel around the city, taking 
the subway and speaking with strangers 
in shops and on streets. “By the end of 
the trip she was convinced that she could 
speak Japanese and it was just a matter of 
exposure,” Langlois recalls.

‘Unbounded’
exploring the world with ashley Rath ’07

Ashley Rath ’07 (front row, second from right) and her outdoors activity group, yakatsu, 
relax at the summit of mt. Tsukuba after camping and climbing the peak.
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The floating Torii at itsukushima 
Shrine in miyajima, Japan, have 
been designated a UNeSCo world 
heritage Site.
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B i G  p L A N s
That first short trip 

solidified Rath’s desire to 
seek a longer study-abroad 
experience. She had already 
taken a Japanese class with 
Yoshiko Butler, modern lan-
guages instructor at Oswego, 
and planned to spend a year at 
Tsukuba University near Tokyo. 

Again, funds would be an issue. But 
Rath was surprised at the amount of 
support that came her way. “At the first 
mention, the whole campus got behind 
me for it — friends, professors, the 
administration,” Rath recalls. “They were 
welcoming to me and encouraging. It was 
great to have that support and know they 
were behind me.”

The graphic design department 
held fundraisers and a friend put out a 
jar that other students filled with coins. 
Professor Bennet Schaber of the English 
department helped her edit her essays for 
scholarships. 

Rath also earned three very compet-
itive scholarships — Bridging Scholarship 
for Japan, the Freeman-Asia Scholars 
Program and a Benjamin A. Gilman 
Scholarship — which provided about 
$11,000 for her travels.

Soon the trip would be a reality.

L i F E  L E s s o N s
What did Rath learn in her year 

abroad? Plenty, it turned out. 
“I learned how to interact with a lot of 

different people, and how important it is 
to learn a second language. I got to swap 
stories about my hometown in Hamlin 
with students from around the world,” 
Rath recalls.

Ashley Rath ’07 edits her photos of Japan in Penfield library’s lake effect Café. 
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10 Questions for  
Ashley Rath ’07

Q.  What kind of people did you meet 
while traveling?

A.  I met some of the most intelligent, 
sincere, and fun people of my life while 
abroad. I still keep in contact with 
most of them, and look forward to 
seeing them again someday.  

Q.  Favorite food?

A.  Okonomiyake (Japanese pancake) 

Q.  Fave place to eat it?

A.  Hamazushi, a restaurant where sushi 
came out on conveyor belts.

Q.  How did Japan  
change you the most?

A.  I can’t answer this briefly!   
Ha ha…

Q.  Where do you want  
to go next?  

A.  EVERYWHERE.  

Q.  What was your favorite  
Japanese island?

A.  I only stayed on Honshu,  
so I guess that would be it!

Q.  Favorite city?

A.  A toss up between Tokyo  
and Hiroshima.

Q.  Favorite side trip?

A.  In October, a few friends and I took 
a road trip to Nikko. It is a World 
Heritage site, and probably one of the 
most beautiful little nooks in all of 
Japan. This is especially true in the fall, 
where the temples and hot springs are 
buried in the burnt orange forests of 
autumn.  

Q.  Worst travel moment?

A.  When I flew on a 13-hour non-stop 
fight from Detroit to Tokyo while 
extremely sick with a sinus infection 
(sinus infection + high altitudes and 
pressure + Northwest Airlines =  
not fun).

Q.  When you go back, where  
will you visit first?

A.  I will likely mill around Tokyo. Most of 
my Japanese friends have graduated 
and that is where they work.  
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“The thing I remember most was the 
smell of Tokyo. It was warm there, really 
humid,” Rath says.

Oswego has a long history with 
Tsukuba, beginning with its founding 
by Oswego graduate Hideo Takamine 
(1877) for whom Takamine Drive on 
campus is named. Takamine came to 
Oswego to learn Edward Austin Sheldon’s 
object method of teaching. He returned 
to his native country and founded a 
teachers college, the forerunner of Tokyo 
University of Education, which eventually 
became Tsukuba.

The Oswego students in the Tsukuba 
program have a tradition all their own. 
When one group of Oswego students 
finishes the program, they leave room 

Shoppers bustling through the streets of 
Tokyo (left) are favorite subjects for Rath’s 
camera, as are visitors to the heian Shrine 
in Kyoto (below).

Ashley’s 
Itinerary
Fall 2003: Hamlin to Oswego

March 2006: Spring break trip to Japan  
(first international flight) 

August 2006: Tsukuba, Japan

March 2007: Bangkok, Thailand; 
KoSamui, Thailand; Penang, Malaysia; 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Singapore

April 2007: Kyoto, Himeji and Hiroshima, 
Japan

July 2007: Seattle, Wash. 

sept 2007: Back in Oswego

June 2008: Move to Los Angeles
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supplies for the incoming group, who  
do the same for those to follow. 

Being an international business 
minor, Rath paid a lot of attention to 
marketing trends. While she was in Japan 
the cell phone industry was having a big 
promotion, where people would pick their 
own cell phone color out of the hundreds 
of Pantone colors available.

“I loved meeting new people,” Rath 
says. She made friends from all around 
the world, among the other international 
students at Tsukuba’s program. “I can 
go to Poland, Egypt, and have a place to 
stay.” She made friends from Slovenia, 
England and Thailand. 

Rath didn’t confine her travel to 
Tsukuba. Every chance she got, she’d 
explore a new area of Japan and make 
side trips to other parts of Asia, including 
a visit to the Petronas Twin Towers in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, the largest twin 
towers in the world. 

s H A R i N G  t H E  W o R L D
They say technology makes the world 

smaller and it certainly did for Rath. She 
kept in touch with friends back at Oswego 
through blogging and a video podcast. 

Art Professor Cara Brewer Thompson 
’02 bought a webcam, and scheduled 
times for Rath to speak to classes back at 
Oswego. 

“I had a little camera on my computer 
and did Web conferencing with graphic 
design classes,” Rath says. Because of the 
time difference, sometimes she “broad-
cast” to her classmates in her pajamas.

The exchange didn’t end there. 
“When I came back I shared as much as I 
could, and encouraged other students to 
do so as well,” Rath says.

Another way she shared her expe-
riences was by producing a video, 
“Unbounded: What It’s Like to Study 
Abroad (It’s Awesome)” as part of her 
scholarship requirements. Rather than 
just share her own experiences, Rath 
interviewed students from all over the 
world. The resulting movie gave a full and 
enthusiastic portrait of the study abroad 
experience. 

Associate Dean of Oswego’s School 
of Business Pamela Cox coordinates the 
international business minor, and she 
concurs with Rath that study abroad is 
essential for today’s students. “It allows 
them to become more marketable,” she 
says of their chances in the job search.

“There’s a certain amount of bravery 
involved” in study abroad that increases 
students’ self-confidence, she says. “When 
they return, any kind of new challenges 
we might throw their way or when they go 
to work for a company or organization, 
these are some things they can feel more 
confident they can do.”

Rath urges all students to follow in 
her footsteps. “You see things from a 
different perspective,” she says of travel 
abroad. “It’s actually harder to come back 
than to go over.”

Travel abroad has changed Rath. 
“My future goals have changed a lot,” she 
says. “I want a career that will allow me 
to travel and explore as many countries 
as I can.”

Her Tsukuba experience set the stage 
for that. Wherever she decides to travel, 
she says, “I have a huge global network. 
I can pick up the phone and have a place 
to stay.” 

For now, Rath is certainly on the 
move in her budding career in the  
television production industry. Based 
in Los Angeles, she is currently working 
on post-production of television’s “The 
Apprentice.”

Where she will go from there is 
anybody’s guess. One thing is certain: 
Ashley Rath ’07, world traveler, will be 
exploring the globe, thanks to encour-
agement and help she received at 
Oswego. ; 
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Rath shoots video from Sunshine 60, one of Tokyo’s tallest buildings, which opens up its 
60th floor to visitors to view the city.
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Ashley’s 
Itinerary
Fall 2003: Hamlin to Oswego

March 2006: Spring break trip to Japan  
(first international flight) 

August 2006: Tsukuba, Japan

March 2007: Bangkok, Thailand; 
KoSamui, Thailand; Penang, Malaysia; 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Singapore

April 2007: Kyoto, Himeji and Hiroshima, 
Japan

July 2007: Seattle, Wash. 

sept 2007: Back in Oswego

June 2008: Move to Los Angeles
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By Michele Reed

M
ost Wednesday nights during 
the school year, you’ll know 
where to find Tim Lanigan 
’10. 

He’ll be down at Patz on the River, 
pounding out a jazz riff on the piano or 
maybe taking a solo on the trombone. 
He’s part of the Oswego Jazz Project, a 
student-faculty collaboration that began 
two years ago. 

Music Professors Rob Auler on piano, 
Trevor Jorgensen on saxophone and Eric 
Schmitz on drums with alumnus Max 
McKee ’07 on electric bass get together at 
the local restaurant to get the community 
involved in the SUNY Oswego music 
program and showcase student talent.

They’ve put out two CDs and 
produced several songs that feature 
student input. Their latest album, “And 
the Time is Now,” features one track 
— “Tug” — which was performed and 
mixed entirely by Oswego students.

Lanigan is a regular with the group, 
but that’s not the only place he showcases 
his considerable musical talent. 

One Wednesday night last spring 
semester he was at the keyboard on 
“Straight, No Chaser” with the OJP and 
the next evening he was on stage at Tyler Hall’s Waterman 
Theatre singing in “Tin Pan Alley,” a production featuring the 
songs of the 1930s and ’40s.

At Oswego’s longest standing tradition, Torchlight, Lanigan 
can be found among the StateSingers, reprising the songs that 
formed the soundtrack to the senior class’s experience. 

His rich baritone is as at home with popular standards as  
it is with a classical cantata.

The junior music major plays classical piano and studies 

vocal music, performing with such groups as the College 
Choir and College Chorus in addition to StateSingers, while 
also playing in the college jazz band. 

The opportunity to have that flexibility is part of what 
drew him to Oswego. “At other schools, you are in one 
track. It’s not possible to have that involvement, to broaden 
your horizons,” he says.

Lanigan could have chosen any number of top-notch 
universities, according to Auler, Lanigan’s piano teacher. 

tim Lanigan ’10 and music professor Rob auler explore a composition on piano. 
“we had to compete with some prestigious places to get him,” auler says, adding the 
Presidential Scholarship program “leveled the playing field.” at right, lanigan (second 
from left) performs with oswego’s StateSingers during this fall’s welcoming Torchlight.

Sweet Sounds
Scholarship Strikes the Right Note with  Lanigan
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“Tim had dynamite grades. He’s the 
kind of student people fight over. We had 
to compete with some prestigious places 
to get him,” says Auler. 

Donor support helped
The music professor believes Lani-

gan’s Presidential Scholarship made 
all the difference in attracting him to 
Oswego.  

“That Presidential Scholarship 
leveled the playing field so we could offer 
him the one-on-one support and the 
things that we do very well as a liberal 
arts school and as a very nurturing 
human-scale department,” Auler recalls.

Lanigan agrees that the scholarship 
helped lure him to Oswego. 

Music — and Oswego — runs in 
Lanigan’s family. His grandfather is 
George Cuppernull, a former SUNY 
Oswego band director, who retired from 
the music department in 1987 after a 
26-year association with the college. 
Tim’s mother Caren Cuppernull 
Lanigan ’77 also attended Oswego and 
his great uncle James Lanigan ’66 served 
as chair of the College Council. Lanigan 
Hall is named in recognition of James’ 
strong support of the university.  

But when he was searching for a 
college for his undergraduate career, the 
Watertown High School graduate admits 
that finances were a consideration.

“Some of the other universities I was 
looking at were a bit more costly and this 
scholarship takes a good chunk out of the 
total cost my parents and I would have to 
pay for all four years,” he says. 

He has to keep his grades at a certain level, and participate 
in special Presidential Scholar programs to renew his scholar-
ship each year. But it’s been worth it, he says.

“The opportunity to keep receiving the scholarship takes a 
bit of a burden off my family,” Lanigan says.

It has another positive effect as well. “It influences me to 
work harder, to keep doing good things around campus.”

The Presidential Scholarship isn’t the only donor-
supported aspect of Lanigan’s Oswego career. Last year, he 
was the first recipient of the Emeriti Association scholarship, 
supported by the Oswego Emeriti Scholarship Fund and the 
Emeriti Life Membership account.  x

lanigan per-
forms with the 
oswego Jazz 
Project most 
wednesday 
nights (above). 

Scholarship Strikes the Right Note with  Lanigan
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“I just happened to wander in one 
day,” Jessica Lyons ’07 said.

The day she walked into the 
Compass in the Campus Center ended up 
changing her life. After switch ing majors 
twice and taking a year off of school to 
have her son, Lyons had just about had 
it when she decided her history degree 
wouldn’t fit her career aspirations either 
— two months before graduation.

Today the Enterprise management 
trainee says she found Assistant Director 
of Career Services Gary Morris ’88 just in 
time.

“I met with Gary and he saved my 
life,” Lyons said. “I felt like I was really 
lost in the college system and he was able 
to pull me out.

“He didn’t do it for me, he just lent 
me the tools,” she said.

The Compass unites several student 
services that had been spread out 
across campus. “We wanted to position 
ourselves as a comprehensive educational 
and career planning center,” said Kathy 
Smits Evans ’84, assistant vice president 
for student affairs.

The Compass places Student Advise-
ment, Career Services, Experience-
Based Education, Service Learning and 
Community Service, Civic Engagement, 
Orientation, First-Year Programs and 
Transfer Services under one roof. Within 
the Compass are several donor-named 
spaces including corporate and alumni 
support.

one-stop shopping
“We never had anything like the 

Compass before,” said public relations 
major Lauren Layton ’09, who interned 
with the Compass as a student navigator 

Moving Forward
Campus Center’s Compass Points to Success
By Shane M. Liebler
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Peer Navigator Katy 
Harrington ’09 helps 
Alma Hidalgo ’10 search 
the internships database 
in the Compass.



her junior year. “If you walk in, no matter 
what stage of school you’re in, no matter 
what year you are, there’s something here 
for you.”

The central move works geographi-
cally and philosophically for the staff as 
well, Morris said.

“Putting this particular group of 
departments together in one area simply 
makes it easier for all of us to work with 
students,” he said. “For instance, I can 
walk a student over to the internship office 
myself.”

The interdepartmental collaboration 
is changing the professional culture.

“What is evolving is a different 
mindset here,” Morris said. “I think that 

most people working here think 
of themselves as working for the 
Compass as opposed to working 
for their individual depart-
ments.”

Student advisement, orienta-
tion and first-year programs and 
transfer student services also reside 
at the Compass. Sarah Lewis ’11 
said she appreciated the accessi-
bility and resources available to 
her and other new students.

Since high school, Lewis had 
dreamed of becoming a meteo-
rologist. It was a major reason she 
chose Oswego. However, a few 
weeks into the program, she real-

ized it wasn’t for her. 
“It was very scary at first,” Lewis said. 

“I was happy to eliminate one thing, but 
looking at the list [of other majors], I 
didn’t even know where to start.”

The Compass offered her a one-
semester course designed to help explore 
career paths and with guidance from 
adviser Christy Harrison Huynh ’98, 
M ’08, Lewis decided to pursue a public 
justice degree.

“Christy helped a lot of us find out 
what we really wanted to do,” Lewis said, 
referring to some classmates who joined 
her in the program. “I couldn’t be happier 
with what I’ve picked.”

Focus on service
As the name suggests, the Compass 

can lead students in many directions. 
Bailey Garfinkel ’08 was heavily involved 
with the Center for Service Learning and 
Community Service at the Compass as a 
student.

Now she works there as the Ameri-
corps VISTA coordinator. Community 
service became an important part of 
her Oswego experience as she sought to 
improve the image of Greek life with civic 
projects.

“As I was getting the Greek organi-
zations more involved, I wanted every 
student to have the experience,” said 
Garfinkel, who was president of the Phi 
Sigma Sigma sorority. With AmeriCorps 
VISTA, she connects students with more 
than 180 service opportunities, including 
Alternative Spring Break and Adopt-A-
Grandparent.

Garfinkel said she may go to law school 
and someday return to the Oswego area 
for a career in politics. Better connecting 
the college and Oswego community is a 
big motivator, she said.

“You can make a huge difference when 
you break down those barriers.”  \

Christy Harrison Huynh ’98, M ’08 (left) goes over service opportunities  
with Michele Miller ’08.
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Jessica Lyons ’07 works as a recruiter 
at the fall Career and internship fair in 
Swetman Gym this fall. The enterprise 
management trainee wouldn’t be on the 
corporate career path if not for the career 
services at the Compass, she said.
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There’s a lot more people 
hanging out in this building, 
rather than hewitt Union  
as when i first got here.  
it gives students a good 
place to learn and access  
to resources.

— Ron Williams ’08

it’s been remarkable to 
watch the culture change 
that’s happened on campus 
since this building opened. 

— Tom Simmonds ’84,  
M ’88
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Seeds of Hope
By Michele Reed

A lice Massimi ’02 sits 
on a bench near Glim-
merglass Lagoon, a 
light breeze ruffling 
her hair as birds chirp 
in the spring sunshine. 

But her thoughts go back to a chilly 
autumn evening more than six years ago 
when the world seemed a dark and forbid-
ding place. 

It was the night of Sept. 11, 2001, and 
students, faculty and staff had gathered in 
the quad outside Hewitt Union and raised 
their candles high against the darkness of 
that hour. 

“Light is a symbol of love, a symbol of 
knowledge, and also a symbol of truth,” 
President Deborah F. Stanley reminded 
them. “At this vigil, in solidarity, we hold 
our candles to drive out the darkness of 
the night and in our world.” 

“I remember it like it was yesterday,” 
says Tim Barnhart ’02, then-Student 
Association president. “The memorial 
was one of my first acts as president.” 

Stanley’s President’s Council and the 
student leadership team worked together 
to organize one of the first memorials 
in New York state. “I’ve never seen a 
campus come together like this,” Barn-
hart remembers. “Hundreds of students 
came out for it.”

It had a huge impact on Massimi, who 
at the time was senior class coordinator in 
the alumni office. 

“When all that happened, I personally 
felt helpless. Many of us had close family 
members working there. We all saw our 
nation under attack,” says Massimi. 

“It was a life-changing event. Some-
thing had to be done.”

Massimi found something to do that 
gave meaning to the event for her and the 
other students who were at Oswego that 
day. “Once we knew we lost alumni, some-
thing had to be done to memorialize those 
who had walked the same path at Oswego, 
and perished in such a horrific event.”

She and her classmates decided to 
raise money to establish a memorial 
garden for the 12 alumni lost when the 
Twin Towers collapsed. 

“We put buckets [for donations] out 
at all the senior class events and in the 
Hewitt Union,” she recalls.

The memorial garden became the 
class gift of the Classes of 2002, 2003, 2004 
and 2005 — all the classes who were on 
campus when the World Trade Center 
collapsed. 

Their work came to fruition Sept. 11, 
2005, when the garden was dedicated.

Commitment to hope
“It was very emotional,” Massimi 

said. “You see the families, see the hurt. 
But you also saw they were grateful that 
the campus remembered. That was the 
rewarding aspect of it.”

Several family members of victims 
came, including 19 members of the 
Hannan family and 12 members of the 
Brattons.  

“It’s a wonderful tribute to all those 
lost,” said Andrea Hannan, widow  
of Michael Hannan ’89, at the 2005  
dedication. 

Mary Bratton, mother of Michelle 
Bratton’00, said she knew her daughter 
was there by the purple flowers, Michelle’s 
favorite color. “This is like her second 
home,” she said at the time.

Barnhart returned to campus and 
Massimi flew up from Savannah, Ga., 
where she is an anchor on a TV news 
show. “It felt good to know that we had 
done something to maybe help with the 
healing,” she says. 

That sunny afternoon in the autumn 
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on the evening of Sept. 11, 2001, thousands 
of students, faculty and staff gathered  in a 
vigil for the victims. 
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Seeds of Hope
of 2005, Barnhart echoed the words he 
spoke four years before, calling for hope 
amid terror. “This memorial . . . repre-
sents the same hopes that our fallen 
family members had when they first came 
to Oswego. Hope for learning, hope for 
friendship, and hope for growth,” Barn-
hart said. “We pledge to honor those 
alumni we’ve lost with a commitment 
to hope, and a commitment to always 
remember them through this beautiful 
memorial. Let hope be SUNY Oswego’s 
true legacy of September 11th.”

Communal gift
The garden was the brainchild of the 

senior classes, but community members 
and campus staff contributed generously 
as well, bringing the total to more than 
$8,000 to construct the garden.  

Their contributions were not limited 
to funds alone. 

Mary DePentu, director of facilities, 
maintenance and operation, designed 
the garden and campus grounds crews 
worked over the summer of 2005 to 
prepare the site and plant the perennials 
which make up the botanical sanctuary.

“I really wanted to pay respect to those 
who lost their lives and for their fami-
lies,” DePentu remembers of her creative 
process in designing the garden. “But I 
also wanted to give a signal of hope.”

The garden overlooks Glimmerglass 
Lagoon, and gives visitors a quiet place to 
reflect. 

“This beautiful, tranquil setting offers 
the opportunity for Oswego students, 
faculty, and staff not only to respect and 
remember those who lost their lives on 

that tragic day, but also to contemplate 
what’s going in their own lives,” says 
DePentu. 

Designed with love
DePentu put much thought into 

the plantings for the garden. An English 
style bench is surrounded by deciduous 
and conifer trees, ground cover, peren-
nials and bulbs. The plants are placed to 
surround visitors in a blanket of green 
until the fall season when the site springs 
into color, in remembrance of the 12 
alumni victims. Fall blooming crocus, 
witch hazel, red berries of winterberry 
holly, and perennial plants of autumn joy 
sedum and blue aster brighten the autumn 
landscape. Shawn Boshart ’89, owner of 
Oswego County Monuments, created a 
memorial plaque with the names of the 

Alice Massimi ’02 spearheaded the drive to revive the senior gift program and plant a memorial garden to  
remember those lost on Sept. 11, 2001.



O s w e g O  l  W i n t e r  2 0 0 9 26

12 alumni, affixed to a large boulder in 
the front of the garden. 

Campus grounds staff worked hard to 
make the garden beautiful, but the reac-
tion of the victims’ families was worth it. 

“While the staff was working on it, 
you could see their pride,” says DePentu. 
“They picked up materials, delivered the 
mulch.”

“I was there when the families came 
and saw what we had done and they were 
inspired,” says grounds crew member 
Kevin Dice. “It gives you that warm feeling 

that you did something meaningful and it 
will last a long time.”

DePentu was touched by the families’ 
reactions as well. Her voice breaking with 
emotion, she recalls that she drove one 
victim’s mother around campus, taking the 
same route her daughter would have taken 
on her way to class each day. “I stopped 
on the Seneca Bridge and we looked to the 
south and we could see the September 11 
memorial,” DePentu recounts. “It really 
meant a lot to her. She said, ‘My daughter 
would have loved this.’”

The garden is a magnet for students, 
faculty and staff, many of whom walk 
around Glimmerglass for exercise. 
DePentu relates that community members 
make a special trip to see the memorial, 
and a group of senior citizens even came 
to visit and reflect.  

The garden had one other lasting 
effect. It spurred the revival of the senior 
class gift, which raised nearly $21,000 
during the Inspiring Horizons campaign 
and inspired a culture of philanthropy 
among Oswego’s young alumni. 

“There are more and more of these 
recent graduates giving back than in 
previous years,” says Massimi. “And I 
think a lot of that is due to the senior gift. 
You learn to give back before you even 
leave here, so continue that once you’ve 
left Oswego.”

When the classes of 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005 pooled their donations  
to create the 9/11 Memorial Garden, they renewed a forgotten tradition at 
Oswego: the senior class gift.

Since those students successfully completed their drive, 
subsequent classes have shown their own generosity to 
Oswego. T-shirt sales, gifts in honor of a parent or profes-
sor, and donations in amounts like $20.05 and $20.06 
filled the coffers. 

Each year surpassed the last, according to Michelle 
tackett-spinner ’98, associate alumni director. The Class 
of 2008 raised about $7,500.

“The students work hard each year, with great enthu-
siasm, to raise the senior class gift,” said Tackett-Spinner. 
“They are excited about leaving a legacy on the campus for 
future classes.”

Recent class gifts have included:

2006 Row of seats in Campus Center ice arena/convocation center

2007 Garden in front of Campus Center

2008 Refurbishing the clock in the quad in front of Penfield Library,  
 complete with garden

2009 To be determined by class members

A New Tradition

Relatives of Michelle Bratton ’00, aunt ReginaTrainor and cousin Nicole Trainor, embrace 
as cousin Jaclyn Ulmer looks on, at the dedication of the 9/11 memorial Garden at 
Glimmerglass lagoon, Sept. 11, 2005.
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Two classes enhanced 
the Campus Center. The 
Class of 2006 donated 
a row of seats in the ice 
arena (left). Students 
who graduated in 2007 
made a garden in front 
of the building a reality 
(below).
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Always a Teacher
She grew up playing teacher  
to her dolls, so Marietta McDevitt  
Place ’36 was never in doubt as to what 
her career would be. 

“as a child, all i did was read and 
pretend to teach,” she recalls. “i always 
knew i would be a teacher.”

Marietta traveled daily from 
hannibal to campus at the height 
of the great Depression, returning 
each night to care for her seriously ill 
mother. 

graduating in just three years from 
Oswego, she would distinguish herself 
by a successful student teaching stint, 
which led to a job in canajoharie, 
where she taught for five years. 

Marietta would go on to teach at 
one- and two-room schools before a 

20-year career at hannibal central Schools. She supervised 22 
student teachers. “it was my way of paying back the help i 
received,” Marietta says.

She learned a lot about teaching and discipline, and one 
lesson has always stayed with her: the key is to make learning 
fun. “if you like to learn, you will learn,” she says. 

a field trip to the capitol Building in albany, making a mess 
with finger-paints and impromptu plays were some of the meth-
ods she used to inject fun into the learning process. after master’s 
study at Oswego and 32 years of teaching, Marietta retired, but 
stayed active tutoring in english grammar.

after retiring in 1978, Marietta and her husband drove to 
alaska in a pop-up Volkswagen camper, a trip they would make 
a total of five times. they traveled overseas more than a dozen 
times, and backpacked the grand canyon at age 66.

Dorothy Palmer Fresch ’36 was a dear college friend with 
whom she still stays in touch. 

Favorite Oswego influences include Dr. guy wagner who 
asked her to start a science lab, isabelle hart and helen 
hagger. hagger ran a tight ship, Marietta remembers. On a day 
set aside for campus clean-up, hagger assigned her to pile up 
stones for the fence at the president’s house. “if any part of it 
looks good, i did it!” she says with a laugh. 

She came a long way from “teaching” her dolls, but 
Marietta never lost the wonder and sense of fun that would 
serve her so well in the classroom.  l

— Michele reed

Marietta McDevitt 
Place ’36
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Brazil, nepal, china, thailanD anD italy 
make great vacation destinations. For 15 years, 
Terry Waters ’67 made a living in those locales.

a career that began in teaching developed 
into an administrative job in portland, Ore. 
after nearly a decade as superintendent, terry 
decided he needed a change of scenery. 

“i was coaching my son’s little league 
team and i realized how much i missed being 
there to raise my children,” terry said. a friend 
turned him on to a system of international 
schools located all over the world.

the schools — there are more than 900 of 
them — teach children traveling with their par-
ents, ensuring a continuous education for them, 
regardless of location.

“it was marvelous. in Brazil, we had chil-
dren from 32 countries,” said terry, who served 
as the head of the schools he worked for. “Just 
having contact with folks from that many cul-
tures was phenomenal.”

he and his family went on to nepal, china, 
thailand and italy over the course of 15 years. 
terry returned to the u.S. three times each 
year on business.

“On each of these trips i would stop and 
take a few vacation days in another country,” 
said terry, who has been to more than 55  
different countries.

Daughters Kaylin and Kimika graduated 
from high school abroad. his two sons, Sean 
and Mark, were college aged when the family 
began traveling. 

terry has stayed in touch with lewis turco, 
professor emeritus and founder of Oswego’s 
creative writing program. turco taught that 
creativity can be employed in all facets of life 
and all types of writing.

“that has stayed with me the rest of my 
life,” terry said, naming theatre professor 
emeritus Sanford (Sandy) Sternlicht ’53 as 
another influential faculty member.

terry was also able to hire Oswego class-
mates and friends, Dick ’68 and Karen Flint 
Duciaume ’67 while working in Brazil. the 
Duciaumes went on to teach in Saudi arabia 
and Venezuela as well.  l

— Shane M. liebler

World Educator

Members of the waters family — Kimika, carol, 
Terry ’67 and Kaylin — stand on a bridge from 
nepal to tibet. terry was an administrator for  
several international schools until 2001.
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Meet John RogeRS ’72: banker,  
biologist, bluebird box builder.

Known to many as “Mr. Bluebird,” 
John has been on the forefront of protect-
ing new york state’s official bird for more 
than 35 years. the eastern bluebird, or 
siallia sialis, has long been threatened by 
sprawl and development that eats up habi-
tat, according to John.

today he drives more than 100 miles 
every two weeks maintaining 250 bluebird 
boxes throughout central new york. at 
his peak, he maintained more than 450 
bluebird abodes.

John covers an even wider area —  
and audience — with presentations at 
libraries, schools, nature centers and 
churches several times each week.

“My dad gave me a bluebird box when 
i was 10 or 12 years old,” John recalled. 
“i just became very fascinated. they’re 
beautiful birds.”

the biology major drew great inspi-
ration from Oswego professor emeritus 
george Maxwell. John fondly recalls his 
time at rice creek Field Station as a  
student.

while working in his family’s bait shop 
after graduation, he was recruited by a 
regular customer who owned OnBank. 
he spent his entire 26-year career there, 
eventually serving as vice president.

John spent every free moment building 
and maintaining bluebird habitat. 

“that was my stress reliever,” he said.
Just as when he was a banker, John 

said his full-time hobby is a labor of love. 
he’s happy to share his knowledge for 
little or no fee.

the satisfaction comes from inspiring 
anyone who’ll listen, John said. his home  
in Brewerton has stacks of heartfelt 
thank-you letters and correspondence 
from bluebird converts.

“i focus on bluebirds, but there is a 
nature appreciation theme throughout,” 
said John, who has distributed thousands 
of bluebird box kits he is constantly 
assembling in his garage.

the new york State Bluebird Society 
co-founder advocates for his feathered 
friends at every opportunity. at the 
christmas tree farm he owns and operates 
down the road, his customers often walk 
away with a bluebird box of their own.

“i love connecting with people,”  
John said. “i love that [my work] makes  
a difference.”  l

— Shane M. liebler

True Blue — Bluebirds Provide Decades of Happiness for Alumnus

John Rogers ’72 holds one of his bluebird 
boxes in his Brewerton garage. John spends 
several hours each week crafting bluebird box 
kits that he sells at cost or gives away during 
presentations.
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SOlDierS JuSt BacK FrOM iraq anD aFghaniStan haVe 
told Tom griest ’78 that the sweetest sound to their ears was the 
whirring roar of the rescue helicopter’s rotors. it means a lot to him 
because, as the avionics lead for Sikorsky’s Black hawk helicopters, 
he works hard to make sure those aircraft get to their destination 
and home safely. 

tom and his wife, Laura Polla griest ’78, who also works on 
avionics for Sikorsky, say the safety of u.S. troops is always at the 
top of their minds as they do their jobs. “i have a flag that flew over 
Bagram air Force Base,” recalls tom. the troops put the flag in a 
flight bag and flew with it in combat missions (see photo). “that’s 
why we put as much effort into our work as we do,” he says. “we are 
very much aware that their lives depend on the quality of our work.”

in addition to the flag, tom’s workspace houses thank you 
notes from pilots and rescued soldiers. “it’s what motivates most 
of us,” says tom, who previously worked on some of the first digi-
tal telephone switches for gte and owned his own robotics and 
computer software business. “we know the guys in the field.”

not only soldiers’ lives, but those rescued by coast guard and 
other forces, depend on the accuracy and durability of the Black 
hawk. in 2006, between hurricane Katrina and tsunamis, 44,000 
lives were saved by Sikorsky helicopters. 

laura has worked on the S92 Search and rescue aircraft, 
which help retrieve people from desperate situations and ferry 
workers to the oil fields in the icy waters of the Bering Sea. 

tom and laura came to Oswego because it was one of the 
first schools to offer a computer science degree. they laugh as 
they recall sitting on the floor of the lobby in culkin hall, waiting 
for the computer center to open, so they could input stacks of 
punch cards around finals time. computer science students were 
highly motivated to “get it right,” recall tom and laura. they 

could only access the mainframe computer three times a day and 
any mistake would cause the computer to reject their work, so 
losing a letter grade a day made accuracy vital. 

laura and tom valued the close relationships they established 
with Oswego professors like robert Sebesta, Spiros Maglaveris, 
Jack narayan and robert carnes, as well as the opportunity to 
be active on campus. tom served as president of the computer 
Science association and represented Scales hall in Student 
Senate. laura worked in penfield library and at the Oswego  
Sub Shop.

“Oswego was good to us,” says laura. “we have fond memories 
and two careers from going to Oz.”  l

— Michele reed

Mission: Safety

Tom ’78 and Laura Polla griest 
’78 (inset) work on avionics for 
Sikorsky, maker of the Black hawk 
helicopter, shown.
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FOr Many peOple, the OlyMpic 
gaMeS are synonymous with passion, 
pride, athleticism and inspiration. the 
same could be said for the marketing 
campaign that Lea-Ann Woodward Berst 
’84 engineered for her client during the 
famous Olympic torch relay that led up to 
the 2008 games.

lea-ann recently returned to raleigh, 
n.c., after two years of living with her  
family in Beijing, china. her husband, David, 
accepted an assignment there with com-
puter manufacturer lenovo, leaving lea-
ann to ponder what type of work she could 
do thousands of miles from Sleddogg, her 
own marketing firm at home.

it turned out lenovo was looking for 
someone who could speak english, had 
familiarity with iBM computers and experi-
ence in international business to coordinate 
their torch relay sponsorship. Before she 
founded Sleddogg, lea-ann was an interna-
tional brand manager for iBM.

“it was a day-and-night effort, confer-
ence calls around the clock,” she said of 

the relay coordination. “i went to every 
continent but antarctica.

“i’m not the same person i was; it was 
an incredible experience,” lea-ann said.

each relay sponsor was allowed to 
assemble a team of six runners to move 
the flame on the ground through 21 coun-
tries, many of which lea-ann visited. 

She traces her own international curi-
osity back to her days as an editor for the 
Ontarian yearbook.

“when you work for the yearbook, you 
actually get to know the rest of the school 
very well,” lea-ann said. “you’ve got all 
these different cultures from around the 
world represented on campus.”

Berst’s experiences with everyone 
from students to visiting performers to 
professors inspired her to do more explor-
ing after she received her degree in busi-
ness administration.

“when i exited that environment,  
i craved being exposed internationally,”  
she said.  l

— Shane M. liebler

Torch Light

Lea-Ann Woodward Berst ’84 holds a torch 
used during the international relay leading  
up to the Beijing Olympic games in august. 
lea-ann was a marketing strategist for 
lenovo during the company’s sponsorship  
of the torch relay.
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World Music
Musician Christopher Maloney ’91 makes quite a fashion statement in his 
Oswego gear as he lands at tokyo airport last March, after a 12-hour flight. 
christopher was arriving for the first of two Japan tours with his instru-
mental band, cosmosquad, last year. in March and again in September, the 
band played tokyo, nagoya, Sendai and Osaka. christopher says the shows 
were very well received. “we were even recognized on the streets when 
we were out and about,” he says. “good times.” cosmosquad also released 
a DVD called Lights...Camera...sQUAD! in Japan on Being records and in 
the rest of the world on Sunset and Marmaduke records. (See alumni 
Bookshelf, pg. 42) the rock guitarist finished up his autumn in Florida 
teaching at music performance clinics and performing at the Bass Bash for 
Fender guitars in Mexico at the end of October.
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Inspired to Serve
when TRuDy PeRKinS ’93 waS 
growing up, her mother always quoted 
the Bible verse that says, “to whom 
much is given, much is required.” that 
adage, along with her father’s example as 
the first african-american alderman in 
albany, led perkins to a life of service.

this year that service was honored in 
a special way. in May, she was selected 
as one of “Maryland’s top 100 women” 
by the Daily Record newspaper. She was 

also selected as a “person of influence” by Channel magazine.
“i always found ways in which i can use my talents and 

gifts to help others out,” trudy says. “and it’s fun for me, too.”
like mentoring 7-year-old gianni.  
“i have no children of my own, so this gives me an opportu-

nity to give back, be a role model,” says trudy, who loves taking 
gianni to places like the Baltimore aquarium and bowling, in 
between tutoring her in reading.

“i get a lot too. i see her being excited about the world, 
answer her questions,” she says. “to see her progressing 
throughout her schooling and her life has been a great experi-
ence for me.” 

Much of trudy’s community service is focused on education, 
like her involvement with the Kipp ujima Village academy, part 
of a nationwide charter school for kids from single-parent homes. 

trudy serves as communications director for congressman 
elijah cummings (D-Md.). She is active on the board of directors 
for the SeeD School of Maryland, charles Street Development 
corp., and the Baltimore School of the arts. She is also a 
member of the university of Maryland Baltimore community 
Outreach council, the greater Baltimore committee Bridging 
the gap advisory council and the east Baltimore Development 
economic inclusion Board. 

her service resumé includes involvement in her alma mater, 
such as being a guest speaker at an autumn alumni event in 
washington, D.c. the former Student association director of 
finance has served Oswego on the reunion committee and 
the reunion of color committee and has been a supporter of 
Oswego’s hubert B. Smith Diversity Scholarship and reach 
Scholarship. 

the scholarships are important to her, as she hopes to pass 
on the opportunities Oswego opened for her to the next wave of 
students. “i hope it becomes cyclical and generational,” she says. 
“i hope [the recipients] will want to pass it on to someone else.”

part of her dedication to education comes from her biggest 
influence at Oswego, Dr. Jack narayan. “Being in class with 200 
students, he made it feel like . . . he was teaching directly to you.

“when i am with my mentee, i hope i can make learning 
exciting for her and make learning relatable to her,” says trudy.

“i see the enormous impact it made on me, when i had 
someone who really cared about my progression and my future 
so much.”  l  — Michele reed

Trudy Perkins ’93
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it’S a winning StreaK he cOulD taKe tO 
laS VegaS, but Jeremy Aldridge ’96 would 
prefer bringing his acclaimed musical to the 
east coast — as in Broadway.

a recent los angeles run of “louis & Keely: 
live at the Sahara,” a musical biopic that 
Jeremy is directing about the 1950s Vegas 
lounge act, sold out in 12 hours. Since premier-
ing last year, the show has moved to a larger 
theatre; garnered praise from Variety, the Los 
Angeles Times and others; and earned four nom-
inations for Ovation awards, l.a.’s version of the 
tonys. the production earned the Franklin p. 
levy Memorial award for Best intimate theatre 
Musical.

“this is the biggest success so far,” said 
Jeremy, a 10-year veteran of the l.a. stage 
scene. “we didn’t know what to expect.”

it’s been a great year for Jeremy , who 
almost became an earth science teacher.

“theatre was basically just an interest of mine. 
i started off in secondary ed,” he said. “every 
spare moment i had, i ended up in tyler hall.”

a difficult calculus course ended his teach-
ing aspirations. Jeremy, now a full-time director 
of the lake Street community center in l.a., 
ended up with psychology and theatre degrees. 

“My experiences at Oswego were incredibly 
diverse,” he said. “they prepared me perfectly to 
be an effective leader at my community center 
and the same in my artistic endeavors.

“the friendships i made with students and 
professors continue very strongly to this day,” said 
Jeremy , who married natascha Corrigan ’96 at 
the end of October.

Fellow alumnus J.J. Mayes ’98 is assistant 
director of “louis & Keely.”

Jeremy credits theatre professors ron 
Medici and Mark Cole ’73 for helping develop 
his acting chops. he stayed on campus an extra 
year to direct “reckless,” a play he revisited 
when he first moved to l.a.

his early career included stints selling Kirby 
vacuum cleaners and cars in Syracuse, where he 
was also acting. One of his first professional gigs 
was with the pennsylvania renaissance Faire.

Jeremy said he was inspired to move out 
west in part by the large network of Oswego 
alumni in Southern california. with a little luck, 
he might be coming back east soon.  l

—Shane M. liebler

Success on Stage
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Jeremy Aldridge ’96  
on the set of “louis  
& Keeley”
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Athletes Honored
Oswego State honored four athletes and a coach at its eighth annual athletic 
hall of Fame induction in October. inducted were, from left, Jeannine Muoio 
Salamone ’92 for her achievements in cross country; Joseph Bena ’64  
for his achievements in coaching wrestling; ernest loungo, for coaching the 
Oswego State Sunyac championship 1966 men’s soccer team; Frank  
Lisco ‘65 for baseball, basketball and soccer and for his coaching career  
as well; and Kimberly Pace ’97 for her achievements in women’s lacrosse.
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Inspiring Horizons was so 
much more than just raising 
money for worthwhile projects 
here at SUNY Oswego. It cre-
ated wonderful opportunities 
to enhance our profile and 
increase the engagement, 
spirit, energy, pride and excite-
ment of our 72,000 alumni!

Some of the campaign 
highlights included more than 
200 regional alumni events — 
from the United Nations in New 
York City to California to Florida and points in between.

During the campaign, we also launched many new initiatives that 
sparked alumni excitement and pride.

One of the most visible examples of that spirit and pride was 
our Oswego Family Portrait, at the public launch of the campaign in 
2005 as 1,500 students, faculty and alumni spelled out “Oswego” on 
a picture-perfect September day.

We launched our NYC Career Connections program in 2003. 
Last January it connected 50 alumni with close to 200 students for 
career exploration and networking.

We hosted our largest Reunion Weekend ever in 2008 with 
more than 1,100 attendees — what excitement, pride and energy!

We engaged more than 250 alumni by bringing them back into 
the classroom through the Alumni-in-Residence program.

We re-established — and have since tripled — our senior class 
gift program as a way to build a culture of philanthropy and engage-
ment of current students. The first gift of the re-established program 
was the 9/11 Memorial to honor and remember our alumni lost on 
that day. 

We began our GOLD (Graduates Of the Last Decade) program as 
a way to better connect and serve our recent grads.

We launched OsweGoConnect, our online alumni community and 
Lake E-ffect, our popular monthly e-newsletter during the campaign.

These initiatives serve as points of pride and engagement, and 
show the wonderful spirit of our Oswego Alumni Family. It is excit-
ing to contemplate what lies ahead as we look for new and better 
ways to keep alumni connected and involved. I look forward to 
working with all of you as we plan to celebrate 150 years of Oswego 
pride at our college’s Sesquicentennial in 2011.

A special thanks to all of you from all of us as you continue to 
make Oswego shine — both here on campus through your philan-
thropy and your service, and in your own communities!

By executive  
Director  
Betsy oberst

 Matters
oswego
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Scott Peck ’08 teaches his students 
at ravena-coeymans-Selkirk high 
School that technology education is 
all about real-world problem solving. 
after attending two community col-
leges to earn his associate’s degree, 
Scott solved his own problem of 
what career to pursue when he 
remembered the lasting impact tech-
nology education classes had on him 
in high school.

Suny Oswego’s technology 
education program came highly  
recommended to the canajoharie 
native. now teaching four classes 
in the albany area, Scott ranks his 
Oswego experience second to none. 

“it was great, all the classes were hands-on,” he said. “i feel 
like all the professors there really instilled something good in me.”

1 Little-known fact: in every episode of seinfeld, there is a 
Superman somewhere.

2 Favorite holiday: christmas — i love hanging out with my  
family and enjoying a good meal . . . it’s also ski season.

3 Best part of your workday: the end of the day, when i have 
students come in for extra help; it’s my unwinding time.   

4 Worst oswego experience: Falling over from a gust of wind 
while trying to hold the door open for someone on my bicycle.    

5 Biggest accomplishment: graduating from Oswego, and  
getting a job.  

6 Tiniest lie: (to a student) i can’t print that from my computer . . . 
it’s not hooked up to the network.

7 highest score: a 

8 Rudy’s or Sub Shop: rudy’s in the springtime for ice cream. 
Sub Shop on a Friday night.  

9 on-campus or off: On-campus — it was a blast. there was 
always at least one good memory that came out of every week-
end on campus.    

10 on my bookshelf: Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance, 
Cradle to Cradle, The Knowledge web and The Da Vinci Code. 
everyone should read all of them; they are quite choice.  l

GOLD in the City
the Oswego alumni association 
hosted three “welcome to the 
city” parties exclusively for 
graduates Of the last Decade 
this fall. the September parties 
included a cruise in new york 
city (below), a behind-the-scenes 
look at the empire Brewing co. 
in Syracuse (center right) and 
another cruise in rochester 
(top right). For more informa-
tion about gOlD and upcoming 
events, visit www.oswego.edu/
alumni/gold.

A New Look for

iT’S oFFiCiAL. The gRADuATeS oF The LAST DeCADe  
have a logo to call their own. the Oswego alumni association 
has launched a gOlD program, which aims to more actively 
engage all graduates of the last 10 years. the logo, which will 
be used to brand all gOlD events and communications, incor-
porates Oswego’s trademark sunset and elements of the official 
college identity. 

gOlD volunteer Vanessa Vair ’06 designed the logo with 
input from the gOlD communications committee. the commit-
tee is one of three formed by the gOlD leadership council of 
about two dozen volunteer alumni. the council met for the first 
time april 26 in Oswego and again Sept. 6 in new york city. 
the next meeting is planned for March, when the council will 
approve its bylaws. 

to get involved with the gOlD communications, events or 
fundraising committees, send an e-mail to oswegold@oswego.
edu. also, stay tuned for 2009 gOlD events exclusively for 
recent grads by visiting www.oswego.edu/alumni/gold.  l
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1 Graduate Of the Last Decade,  
100 words about him, 10 random questions
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Write home . . . to Oswego 
Deadlines for Class Notes
Materials for our class notes section, including the wedding 
album, alumni Bookshelf, and in Memoriam, will appear in 
Oswego alumni magazine, according to the following schedule: 

Material received by Appears in 
March 1 Summer
June 1 Fall/winter
Oct. 1 Spring
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it wasn’t too long ago that Michael 
gewirtzman ’05 was booking acts for con-
certs at Oswego. now he’s booking tours as 
an artist manager for his own company — 
and doing it well enough to be recognized 
by an industry icon.

Billboard magazine named Mike and his 
Vinyl artist Management to its august list 
of 30 music industry executives to watch 
under the age of 30.

“it’s been full speed ahead since then,” 
the 25-year-old said. “the second that that 

issue hit newsstands, i started getting calls. 
“i went from a small management company to a small  

management company that people are seeking,” Mike said.  
“all of a sudden i wasn’t trying to get in the door, i was the  
person people wanted to talk to.”

his love for music developed from a childhood backed by a 
classic rock soundtrack. Mike was introduced to music promo-
tion as the concert coordinator for the Student association 
programming Board.

“i was dealing with managers and booking agents and getting a 
feel for the industry,” Mike said. “i definitely didn’t want to leave it.”

the hollywood p.O.V. program coordinated by communication 
Studies professor Doug Smart grew Mike’s interest in the enter-
tainment industry. professors ira Sukrungruang, Linda Morley 
Loomis ’90, M ’97 and James harrigan also helped the journal-
ism major along the way.

after graduating, he became a publicity manager in his native 
new york city. Soon Mike decided to strike out on his own with a 
commitment to working with artists passionate about their music.

“it didn’t happen because of me, it happened because of the 
other artists i worked with,” said Mike, who was a publicist with 

Josh Kelly and Joshua radin. “all of the contacts, all of the cred-
ibility came because i worked with them.”

today, Mike’s duties as a manager for three up-and-coming 
acts run the gamut from using the latest promotional techniques 
on the web to making wake-up calls on the road.

his young roster includes Syracuse-bred rock band long 
Since Forgotten, Maryland singer/songwriter Sam grow and 
phoenix, ariz., native Jon asher. 

“i do anything from helping them gain exposure — publicity 
in magazines or on television — to getting them on tour, getting 
them record deals,” Mike said. “you’re everything from their  
manager to their babysitter.

“i’ve been both,” he added with a laugh.  l
—Shane M. liebler

Rock On

Michael 
gewirtzman ’05

Michael gewirtzman ’05 leads a discussion as part of the “how to 
launch your Media career from Oswego” presentation at October’s  
Dr. lewis B. O’Donnell Media Summit.
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Oswego alumni magazine celebrates the significant moments 
in the lives of our alumni through our class notes, Bookshelf, 
weddings and in Memoriam sections. we do not discriminate  
on the basis of race, creed, gender or sexual preference. we 
reserve the right to edit submissions for length and to make  
editorial decisions about stories and photos based on space  
available and the quality of the image. please send submissions 
to Oswego alumni Magazine, King alumni hall, 300 washington 
Blvd., Oswego, ny 13126 or alumni@oswego.edu, or visit  
www.oswego.edu/alumni/publications/magazine.
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Big Thinkers: A Collection of 
Children’s Stories is a group of 
eight stories for young readers 
authored by Patrick Davy ’88. 
these stories highlight memorable 
characters that send messages 
of courage and determination to 
youngsters. Vantage press, 2008. 

Judy Carlson gregerson ’74 
recounts the heartbreaking and 
haunting story of a family torn apart 
by mental illness as a teenager is 
left to hold the pieces together. Bad 
Girls Club tells the story of a horrify-
ing incident that occurred on a cliff 
overlooking crater lake. Main char-
acter Destiny must fight to keep her 
dysfunctional family together as she 
hides the secret of what her mentally 
ill mother did that day. Blooming 
tree press, 2007.

It’s Not about Me by Michelle 
Sutton hutchinson ’88 follows 
annie, a young college student, as 
she is caught in the middle of a war 
between her two brothers. Both 

claim to have her best interest in 
mind following a traumatic event in 
her life, but annie must decide who 
to trust. Sheaf house, 2008.

Christopher Maloney ’91 and his 
band, cosmosquad, issued a DVD, 
Lights . . .  Camera . . . SQUAD! 
Filmed live at the Musicians 
institute in hollywood Oct. 18, 
2007. Sunset records, 2008.

Lowering the Body: The West 
8th Street Sequence by Stephen 
Murabito ’80 is a collection of 
poems that brings to life the west 
eighth Street neighborhood of 
Oswego in the 1960s, where immi-
grants still carried strong accents 
of the old countries. Seen through 
the eyes of a child whose italian-
american father runs a corner 
grocery store, the poems detail 
extended family, friends and colorful 
neighbors. Star cloud press, 2008.

James Patterson ’82 exam-
ines ireland in the wake of a 
revolutionary period from 1791 to 

1803. his academic book, In the 
Wake of the Great Rebellion, is 
based on research he performed 
as a Fulbright Fellow in ireland. 
Manchester university press, 2008. 

raised in Oswego, Keith Stroud 
’58 is the author of Bakerman’s 
Dozen, a collection of 13 romantic 
stories centered on the need of each 
individual to find the ancient power 
of love. these short tales follow 
people just finding their first love, 
those who are looking for it again 
after losing it and others just trying 
to cope with a life without it. Morris 
publishing, 2000.

professor emeritus harold W. 
nash writes about a trio of per-
sonal mentors in Three Good 
Men. the author shares experienc-
es with his father, harold l. nash; 
childhood camp counselor Martin 
h. rogers; and close friend John 
J. readling, then outlines how 
each shaped his life. Ontarolina 
publishing co., 2008. 

Alumni Bookshelf
This column celebrates the publishing success of Oswego alumni authors, illustrators and recording artists. 

Please keep us informed about new books and CDs by requesting that your publisher or distributor send a 

copy for the Oswego Alumni Bookshelf at King Alumni Hall.

C l a s s  N o t e s
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Alumni Board Welcomes Six
the OSwegO aluMni aSSOciatiOn BOarD OF DirectOrS 
inducted five new members to three-year terms at its October 
meeting. they are Ana Rodriguez King ’94, Anchal Mohan ’05,  
nancy Salisbury ’93, Maureen Flynn ’04 and Linda Morley 
Loomis ’90, M’97. Meghan upson ’10, serves as the student 
representative to the board.

Flynn is director of engagement at change Our world inc. 
and has participated in nyc career connections, the reunion 
task Force, regional alumni events and gOlD leadership 
council. 

King is an educator and has participated in return to Oz 
reunions. 

Mohan is a management associate with citigroup. She  
has participated in nyc career connections and regional 
alumni events.

Salisbury is a partner with ernst and young in washington, 
D.c. She has participated on reunion committee and regional 
alumni events.

loomis is a professor of journalism at Suny Oswego and for-
mer editor of Oswego alumni magazine. She previously served on 
the Board of Directors, serves on the alumni awards committee 
and frequently hosts alumni-in-residence in her classes. 

undergraduate member upson, a business administration 
major, juggles numerous clubs and a variety of interests as a 
member of the Future alumni network, a motorcycle enthusi-
ast collective and the college republicans.  

The Oswego Alumni Association board of directors inducted five 
new members and a student representative. Pictured are, from 
left, Ana Rodriguez King ’94, Anchal Mohan ’05, Meghan upson 
’10, nancy Salisbury ’93 and Maureen Flynn ’04. Absent from the 
photo is Linda Morley Loomis ’90, M’97.
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a Couple of Notes about Class Notes 
n Oswego alumni magazine is happy to print news of alumni 

weddings and birth announcements — after the events. we 
cannot print wedding plans or news of pregnancies in class 
notes. please send us word when the wedding occurs or the 
baby is born. the editor reserves the right to select wedding 
and other photos for publication based on available space and 
the quality of the photo. Digital photos must be of the highest 
resolution possible, usually a file size of 1 MB or larger. when 
in doubt, please write us at alumni@oswego.edu.

n Spouses! if you are sending in a news note about yourself, 
and your spouse is an Oswego graduate, please let us know 
what he or she is doing as well. 

in the photo of a psi phi 
reunion on page 33 of the 
Fall 2008 Oswego alumni 
magazine, we misspelled 
the names of two broth-
ers. they are James “Jim” 
Mignogna ’77  and Joe 
Colistra ’67.



nicholas Drogo ’02 and Katie Kuebler ’04 were 
married Sept. 9, 2007. Many Oswego alumni and 
Sigma Tau Chi brothers attended. Pictured back  
row, from left, are: Jim Wallace ’93, Richard  
Keppler ’02, Bob Squire ’04, Brian Christman ’00, 
Dave Deruyter ’03, Bobby Joe Williams ’00, Chad 
Burnham ’00, Matt Vaadi ’06, Dave Jennings ’01, 
Chris Snyder ’89, Scott Georger ’01, Sonja Andrews 
Georger ’01, Molly Kreydt Drogo ’92, and Mike Drogo. 
Pictured middle row, from left, are: Rob Luther ’05, 
Josh Olszewski ’02, Kari Redmond ’03, the bride, the bridegroom, Sarah Hansen ’03, Becky Bush ’03, Sara Newton, Jason Newton ’00 and 
Jill Buchwald Znaczko ’03. Pictured front row, from left, are: Katie Long ’03, Jana Sikorski Ashworth ’03, Michelle Kuraszewicz Snyder ’00 
and Mary Cone ’04. Nick is an IT manager for Dielectric Labrotories in Cazenovia and Katie is a selection supervisor at Galson Laboratories. 
The couple lives in Syracuse.

Mary Jarosz ’04 and Jonathan Donohoe were married May 17 in Big Moose. 
Several Oswego alumni in attendance included, from left: Cheryl Forbes ’03; Dawn 
Stoddard ’05; the bride, Sarah Quill ’05; Amanda Rankins ’04; Melissa Jarosz ’07; 
and Jennifer Hollenbeck ’97. Mary is a nursing student. The Donohoes live with 
their 1-year-old daughter, Hannah, in Utica.

Album
W e D D I N G

Stacy Courtright ’05 and Jon Mocarski were married June 9 in Oswego. Oswego alumni 
in attendance included, from left: Amanda Gensler ’05, Brooke Gavin ’04 and David ’06 and 
Sue Clark Kramer ’06. Stacy recently returned to Syracuse from Virginia, where she worked 
for Ferguson Enterprises doing advertising and commercial printing sales for two years. She 
now works for the National Employers Council Inc./PeopleSystems as an account executive. 
The Mocarskis live in Syracuse.

Jerry Salvage ’93, CAS ’04 and Jessi Countryman 
were married Feb. 16 in Auburn. They were joined by 
several Oswego alumni including, back row, from left: 
Joe Sherman ’92; Kathleen Collins Sutton ’91; David 
Salvage ’97; Blasé Cannavale ’93; Brian Sullivan ’93; 
Marc Secchi ’93; John West ’93; Steve Buschman ’93; 
John DelPiano ’67; and Brian Maye ’94. Pictured front 
row, from left are: Frank Castro ’93; the bridegroom; 
the bride; Jim Salvage Sr. ’67, CAS ’77; Caryn Scherer 
’91; and Tom Maye ’72. Jerry is a school counselor at 
West Middle School in Auburn.   

Andy Wittman ’00 and Jennifer Marabella were married Oct. 13 on Long 
Island. They were joined by several Oswego alumni including back row, from 
left: Dave Meirowitch ’00; and Jay Richeda ’98. Pictured front row, from 
left are: Allysa Kutner Meirowitch ’00; Eben Brown; Tara Irizarry; the bride-
groom; the bride; Kathleen Long ’03; and Erik Petersen ’00. Andy is a New 
York City firefighter. The couple lives in Brentwood, Long Island. 
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Loretta Blanchette Driscoll 
’32 of Cheshire, Conn., passed away 
July 29.

Carroll Scriber ’32 of  Brook 
ton dale died Aug. 10, 2007. He 
taught industrial arts in several school 
districts prior to working as a drafts
man for Link Aviation, IBM Corp. 
and Cornell University. Carroll is 
survived by his wife, Katherine; a 
son; a daughter; four grandchildren; 
and nine greatgrandchildren.

Kurt Blixt ’33 of Venice, Fla., 
passed away June 12, 2006.

Ruth Jacquette Keefe ’34 of  
Oswego died July 28. She taught in 
the New York City public schools 
for more than 30 years. 

Mary Carrington Austin-
Baehr ’35 of Liverpool passed away 
Aug. 16. She earned bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees from 
Syracuse University. Mary taught at 
Western Reserve, Harvard and the 
University of Hawaii. She is survived 
by her husband, Herbert.

Stanley McCann ’35 of An
napolis, Md., died July 11. He served 
with the U.S. Navy during World 
War II. Stan was employed by Gen
eral Electric for 33 years. Surviving 
are a daughter, a son, four grandsons 
and nine greatgrandchildren.

Hilda Putnam Olivo ’35 of  
Albany died March 23, 2000. She is 
survived by two daughters, a son,  
13 grandchildren and 20 great
grandchildren.

Thelma VanAlstyne Phillips ’35  
of Newark died Feb. 5, 2006.

Mabel Snell ’36 of Hastingson
Hudson died April 14.

William Swanson ’36 of South
old died July 19, 2004. He taught 
indus trial arts technology in high 
schools in New York City, retiring in 
1960. He is survived by a son.

William Mahaney ’38  of 
Whites boro died Nov. 16, 2004. He 
earned a master’s degree at New York 
University. He was a principal in the 
Whitesboro Central School District 
before becoming assistant superin

tendent. He retired in 1976. Surviv
ing are his wife, Rosemary; a son; 
three daughters; two grand daugh ters; 
and two greatgrandchildren.

Irma Hess Cook ’39 of Silver 
Springs, Nev., passed away Dec. 10, 
2006.

Robert Kelly ’39 of Baltimore 
died Feb. 28.

Patricia Deady Brooks ’40 of 
Hilton Head Island, S.C., passed away 
Sept. 23. She was a reading special
ist, teacher, management consultant, 
antipoverty program executive di
rector and management analyst for 
the Social Security Administration, 
retiring in 1995. Pat is survived by a 
son, a daughter, a granddaughter and 
a greatgranddaughter. 

Alice Maricle Marsh ’40 of Rose 
passed away July 4, 2004.

John Pugh ’40 of Ilion died Oct. 
14, 2007. He served with the U.S. 
Navy Seabees during World War 
II in the Pacific islands. John was 
regional sales director for Rockwell 
International for 31 years. He is  
survived by a daughter, Linda  
Whittemore.

Cathleen Schaffer ’40 of Oswego 
died Aug. 4. She taught in the Oswego 
City School District until her retire
ment in 1975. 

Robert Hopkins ’41 of Wil
liamson, Tenn., died Aug. 31, 2006.

Dorothy Beavers Noble ’42 of 
San Jose, Calif., died March 26. She 
is survived by a daughter.

M. Carol McLaughlin ’45 of 
Oswego passed away Oct. 5. Carol 
taught in DeWitt, Oswego and 
on Long Island, retiring in 1978. 
She was a member of the board of  
directors for the Oswego Alumni 
Association. Surviving are her sister, 
Rosemary “Buddie” Murray; four 
nieces and four nephews. 

Elizabeth Carroll Vernon ’45 
of Saratoga Springs died Aug. 22. 
Elizabeth taught elementary school 
for more than 30 years. She is sur
vived by three children and five 
grandchildren. 

George Anderson ’47  of  
Herkimer passed away July 27. 

Carl Palmitesso ’48 of Oswego 
died July 13. He served with the U.S. 
Army during World War II. Carl 
taught at Oswego High School from 
1952 until 1971, when he became 
principal of the Oswego Middle 
School. He retired in 1986. Surviving 
are two daughters, Carleen Palmi-
tesso ’81 and Virginia Fragale; a son, 
Robert; and two granddaughters.

Donald Berger ’49 of Elmira 
died June 15.

Sheldon Boyd ’49 of Seaford 
died Jan. 20, 2008.

Wendell Crabtree ’49  of  
Cassadaga died Dec. 16, 2007.

Martin Lupa ’49 of Oswego 
passed away Feb. 10, 2008. He 
served with the U.S. Air Force  
during World War II. Martin was a 
product engineer at Carrier Corp. 
He is survived by his wife, Helen; a 
daughter, Regina; a son, Ronald ’81; 
and two grandchildren, Erin M ’02 
and Michael ’05.

Nancy Dombo Fielder ’51 of 
Akron died Feb. 15, 2008.

Roberta Horowitz Klingher 
’51 of Nyack died July 1, 2006. She 
is survived by her husband, Leon; 
a daughter; two sons; and seven 
grandchildren. 

Martin Ryan ’52 of Cohoes 
died June 18. He served with the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. He 
taught in the Cohoes City School 
District for over 33 years, retiring 
as principal of Van Schick Island 
School in 1981. Marty is survived by 
a son, a daughter, seven grandchil
dren and two greatgrandchildren.

George Smith ’53 of Mahopac 
died July 11. He was an industrial 
arts technology teacher in Mahopac 
schools, retiring in 1981. George is 
survived by his wife, Vera; a son; a 
daughter; and three grandsons.

Lorenz Sutter ’53 of Montgom
ery died Feb. 10, 2008. He is survived 
by his wife, Jean; three children,  
including Leslie Borrelli ’86 and 
Randall ’85; and six grandchildren.

Norman Martinus ’55 of Kitty 
Hawk, N.C., died July 17, 2007.

Elizabeth McConnell Staple 
’55 of Vernon died July 8. She was 
a firstgrade teacher at Vernon 
VeronaSherrill Central for 37 years, 
retiring in 1995. Betty is survived by 
five daughters and 15 grandchildren.

Peter DeVuyst ’56 of Roches
ter passed away July 27. He taught 

industrial arts technology at Greece 
Central Schools for 30 years. Sur
viving are his wife, Marilyn Poulin 
DeVuyst ’53; two sons; and three 
grandchildren.

William Hart ’56 of Norwood 
died Feb. 15, 2007. He was district 
superintendent of schools for St. 
Lawrence and Lewis counties, and 
executive officer of the St. Lawrence  
and Lewis Counties Board of  
Cooperative Educational Services  
after more than 30 years as an  
educator. William was predeceased 
by his wife, Maureen Powell ’55. He 
is survived by two sons, a daughter 
and five grandchildren.

Doris Mengel ’56 of Covington, 
La., died Aug. 5, 2006. 

Leigh Andrews ’57 of Water
town died May 12. He served with 
the U.S. Air Force during the Ko
rean War. He was vice principal at 
Watertown High School until his 
retirement in 1985. Leigh is survived 
by his wife, Betty, and a son.

William Flack ’57 of Fair Haven 
died July 18. He is survived by his 
wife, Donna; two sons; and three 
grandchildren.

John Martens ’57 of Punta 
Gorda, Fla., passed away Aug. 15. 
John was manager of supervisory 
training and development for the 
Long Island Railroad, retiring in 1992. 
He is survived by his wife, Judy; three 
sons; and four grandchildren.

Gordon Mengel ’57 of Cov
ington, La., died Aug. 19. He served 
with the U.S. Marine Corps during 
World War II. He retired as asso
ciate dean of education at SUNY 
Cortland. He was predeceased by 
his wife, Doris ’56. Surviving are 
his daughters, Jeri Bellan; Sandy 
Hughes ’70; his son, Gordon ’76; 
and eight grandchildren. 

Frank Latham ’58 of Summer
field passed away May 4. He is sur
vived by his wife, Sue.

Enrico Plastini ’58 of Palm 
Coast, Fla., passed away on Jan. 16. 
He is survived by his wife, Eileen.

Elizabeth Congdon Champney 
’59 of Pulaski died June 14. She taught 
elementary school for many years. She 
is survived by her son, Richard.

Joseph Mancini ’59 of Palm 
Coast, Fla., died Aug. 19. He served 
with the U.S. Army during the Kore
an War. Joseph is survived by his wife, 
Kay; four daughters; seven grand
children; and one greatgrandchild.

In Memoriam Policy  
Printing notices of alumni deaths is an important service of Oswego 
alumni magazine. In order to insure the accuracy of our reports, we 
require verification before we can publish a death notice—an obitu-
ary or a letter signed by a family member. Because the magazine is 
published only three times a year and we are working on an issue 
months in advance, there may be a delay of several months between 
the time we receive notification and the news is printed in the 
magazine. Thank you for your patience!
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Richard Miller ’60 of Glenmont 
passed away Aug. 19. He was a vet
eran of the U.S. Army. Prior to his 
retirement, Dick was district sales 
manager for Moore Business Forms 
with over 30 years of service. He is 
survived by his wife, Linda; a son; a 
daughter; two grandchildren; and 
three siblings, including Robert ’58. 

Frank Proietti ’60 of Bedford 
Hills passed away Oct. 10, 2006. 
He taught in Yonkers and East
chester before becoming coowner 
of Mount Kisco Furniture and 
Brewster Interiors. Surviving are his 
wife, Judy; two daughters; a son and 
three grandchildren.

Richard Ward ’60 of Love
land, Colo., passed away Sept. 4. He 
served with the U.S. Army in the  
Korean War. He retired from the 
U.S. Postal Service in 1998. Surviv
ing are his wife, Dorothy; four sons; 
three daughters; 14 grandchildren; 
and eight greatgrandchildren.

Arlie Cummings Gorman ’61 
of Canandaigua died May 10, 2007. 
She taught at Speculator and Tupper 
Lake schools, retiring in 1972. She is 
survived by a son, three daughters, 
seven grandchildren and 15 great
grandchildren.

Marie Green VanScoyk ’61 of 
Memphis died July 9. Marie retired 
in 1972 after teaching in the Jordan
Elbridge school district for 20 years. 
Surviving are a daughter, a son, 
seven grandchildren and nine great
grandchildren.

Peter Synek ’62 of Delhi passed 
away March 4, 2005. He taught  
technology and driver education in 
the junior and senior high schools  
in Baldwin, retiring in 1995. He is 
survived by his wife, Eva; two sons; 
two daughters; a stepson; and six 
grandchildren.

Merle Carter ’63 of Clayton 
died Aug. 23, 2007.

Bernhard Pett ’63 of Belleville 
died March 26. He served in the U.S. 
Air Force for more than 33 years, 
retiring with the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. He is survived by his wife, 
Margaret; a son; and two grandsons.

Richard Hart ’64 of Malone 
died May 15. Richard was a teacher 
and administrator in the Malone 
Central School District from 1964 
until his retirement. He also served 
as the chaplain at Clinton Correc
tional Facility and Upstate Correc
tional Facility. Surviving are his wife, 
Linda; and four daughters.

Harry Kachele ’64 of Whitehall 
passed away April 6. He taught in
dustrial arts technology for 32 years 
at Patchogue/Medford Senior High 
School. Harry is survived by his wife, 
Barbara; a son; three daughters; and 
three grandchildren.

Robert Morris ’64 of Rome died 
May 13. He was an industrial arts 
technology teacher at VernonVero
naSherrill Junior High School for 38 
years. Bob is survived by a daughter, 
a son and three grandchildren.

Linda Pfister ’64 of Watertown 
died June 30, 2007. She was a speech 
and hearing pathologist for the  
Watertown City School District 
for 33 years. Following her retire
ment, she worked as a consultant at 
Benchmark Family Services and for 
the past three years operated Step
ping Stones Family Services. Linda is  
survived by two daughters.

Sherilyn Weigel Czerwiak ’65 
of Fulton died Aug. 7. She earned 
a master’s degree and certificate of 
advanced studies at Syracuse Uni
versity. Sheri was a French teacher at 
CiceroNorth Syracuse High School 
for 35 years. She is survived by two 
daughters and four grandchildren.

Edward Novak ’65 of Church
ville, Md., passed away March 15. 
He earned a master’s degree at Os
wego in 1969. He taught industrial 
arts technology in several school 
districts, retiring in 2002. Surviving 
are his wife, Arlene Guzicki ’65; two 
sons; a daughter; and three grand
children.

Matthew Kupic ’66 of Albany 
died March 19, 2004. He was an  
admissions counselor at Hudson 
Valley Community College from 
1969 until his retirement in 1995. 
Matthew is survived by a son, a 
daughter and four grandchildren.

Linda LaMay ’67 of Auburn 
died July 16. She taught in Prince 
George’s County, Md., for more 
than 33 years. She is survived by her 
mother, Laura.

Frances Burns MacMillen ’67 
of Mexico, N.Y., died July 26, 2006. 
She was a teacher for the Depart
ment of Defense in Butzbach, Ger
many. Frances is survived by four 
sons, a daughter, 13 grandchildren 
and three greatgrandchildren.

Joseph Messier ’67 of Guil
derland died March 23, 2003. He 
worked for the New York State  
Education Department, retiring in 
1991. Surviving are his wife, Joan; 

three daughters; seven grandchildren; 
and three greatgrandchildren. 

Daniel Stone ’67 of Moira died 
Aug. 31, 2007. He is survived by his 
wife, Sheila; and two sons.

Jeanne Pearson Dumbleton ’68 
of Ticonderoga died May 26, 2007, 
along with her husband, William, as 
a result of a motor vehicle accident. 
Jeanne was a teacher in the Essex, 
Vt., school district. Surviving are 
two sons and a daughter.

Doris Hulings Quick ’68 of 
Penn Yan died June 28, 2007.

Mary Lovenguth Park ’70 of 
Mount Dora, Fla., passed away April 
24, 2005.

Dorothea Smithers ’70 of  
Oswego died June 19. She was em
ployed by the Social Security Ad
ministration for 22 years, retiring in 
1978.

John Richardson ’71 of Oswego 
died Aug. 11. He served with the U.S. 
Navy during WWII and with the 
U.S. Army during the Korean War. 
He taught at PalmyraMacedon 
High School prior to his retirement. 
John is survived by a son, a daughter 
and three grandchildren.

Thomas Dydyk ’72 of Syracuse 
passed away July 15. He is survived 
by his mother, Helen.

John Dinardo ’72 of Lenexa, 
Kan., passed away Dec. 11, 2007. He 
worked as a PC technician for Sprint 
Corp. John is survived by his wife, 
Sharon.

James Cavanaugh ’73 of West 
Islip passed away March 10.

Carol Forward ’73 of Elbridge 
died Sept. 26. She received a master’s 
degree from SUNY Cortland. Carol 
was an elementary teacher, retiring 
from the JordanElbridge School 
District in 1991. Surviving are a son, 
a daughter and seven grandchildren.

Eric Nelson ’73 of Seneca Falls 
passed away Nov. 2, 2005. He was 
founder of Nelson Construction Co. 
He is survived by his wife, Roberta.

Robert Nicholson ’73 of Roch
ester passed away March 6, 2007. 

Mark LeBlanc ’74 of Cazen
ovia passed away April 10, 2007. He 
served two tours of duty in Vietnam 
with the U.S. Marine Corps. Mark 
taught industrial arts technology in 
the West Genesee School District 
prior to changing careers. He spent 
the last 30 years in the wine and spir
its industry, most recently employed 
as a sales manager for the Elmira 
Distribution Co. He is survived 

by his wife, Susan; two sons; and a 
grandson. 

Nancee Griffiths Sherman ’74 
of Princeton, N.J., passed away July 8, 
2007. She was employed at Princeton 
Public Library. Nancee is survived 
by her husband, Gordon; and two 
daughters.

Patricia Sims ’74 of Greece 
passed away Feb. 2, 2006. Patti was 
a speech and hearing pathologist for 
the State of New York. Surviving is 
her husband, Roy LaMark.

Roger Alderman ’75 of Painted 
Post died Dec. 19, 2007. He served 
with the U.S. Navy from 1945 to 
1946 aboard the USS Taconic. Roger 
taught auto mechanics at Steuben
Allegany BOCES before his retire
ment. He is survived by three sons, 
two daughters, 11 grandchildren 
and five greatgrandchildren.

Joseph Gullo ’76 of Watertown 
died Jan. 20, 2007. He taught at Pu
laski Academy and Central School 
from 1978 until his retirement in 
2002. Surviving are two sons and 
three grandchildren.

Alan Chapin ’78 of Stuart, Fla., 
passed away Sept. 11. He was a senior 
traffic analyst for ION Media Net
works and was in radio broadcasting 
with Clear Channel Radio for more 
than 25 years. Alan is survived by his 
wife, Sheri.

Sheila Spano ’79 of Oswego 
passed away March 7, 2006. She was 
employed with the Oswego County 
Department of Social Services. She is 
survived by a son.

John Robinson ’80 of Fort Lau
derdale, Fla., passed away Dec. 18, 
2004. He was an industrial arts tech
nology teacher at Piper High School 
in Florida. John is survived by a son.

David VanWormer ’82 of 
Mannsville passed away Jan. 9, 2007. 
He was a civilian employee with the 
Army at Fort Drum until his retire
ment in 1992. David is survived by 
his wife, Geraldine; three sons, Gerald 
’91, Michael ’92 and Kenneth ’96; 
and nine grandchildren.

Timothy Corrigan ’83 of Ellicott 
City, Md., passed away Aug. 16. He 
was employed as a senior software  
engineer with Praxis Engineering 
Technologies Inc. Tim is survived by 
his wife, Janice, and three sons. 

Walter “Chuck” Ammann ’84  
of Camden passed away March 12. 
He was a substitute teacher and  
personal tutor with the Camden 
Central Schools for 24 years. He was 
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currently completing a master’s de
gree at Empire College. Surviving are 
his wife, Diane; and two children.

Leslie Jenkins Thaxton ’84 of 
Tampa, Fla., died March 4. She was 
a territory sales manager for AZEK. 
She is survived by her parents and a 
stepson.

David Lamoree ’86 of Adams 
died Aug. 20. Prior to his retirement 
in 2001, he was a sergeant with the 
Jefferson County Sheriff’s Depart
ment. David is survived by his wife, 
Kelly, and a daughter.

John Smith ’88 of Baldwinsville 
passed away June 4, 2007.

Gerald Matthews M ’94 of 
Clinton died Jan. 6, 2005. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree at SUNY 
Oneonta. Jerry was the director of 

Madison and Oneida County ARC, 
establishing the first community 
life residences in those counties. He 
also taught in the Utica School  
District for 15 years. He spent the 
last 10 years of his teaching career at 
BOCES as an electrical trade teacher. 
He is survived by four children and 
five grandchildren.

Patricia McKnight Baggett  
M ’98 of Manlius died July 17. She 
developed and taught courses in 
English as a second language at 
Onondaga Community College. 
Patricia is survived by her husband, 
Richard; three children and two 
grandchildren. 

Kathleen Glaister-Gabbard  
M ’99 of Manlius passed away Dec. 20, 
2007. She earned a bachelor’s degree 

at SUNY Cortland. Kathy taught fifth 
grade at Wellwood Middle School 
in Fayetteville. She is survived by her 
husband, Gene, and a daughter. 

Richard Clay M ’00 passed away 
April 16.

Robert Hook M ’00 of Fulton 
died Aug. 28. Robert served with the 
U.S. Army in the Korean War and 
retired from the U.S. Army Reserves 
with the rank of master sergeant in 
1990. He is survived by two sons, a 
daughter, five grandchildren and 
two greatgrandchildren.

Geoffrey Granger ’01 of Spen
cerport died Nov. 21, 2007. He is 
survived by his wife, Donna, and two 
children.

Kent Roseberry, Associate 
Professor Emeritus of Education, 

died Sept. 26. Kent served with the 
U.S. Army during the Korean War. 
He earned a master’s degree at Penn 
State University. He joined the  
faculty at Oswego in 1964, retiring 
in 1995. He is survived by his wife, 
Arla; and a son.

Robert Salisbury, Associate 
Professor Emeritus of Biology, 
died Sept. 18. He earned a bachelor’s  
degree from Ottawa University and 
a master’s degree from Kansas State 
University. Bob joined the faculty 
at Oswego in 1963, and served as 
department chair. He retired in 
1993. Surviving are his companion, 
Lorretta Beckwith; seven children, 
including Steven ’74; three step
children; 16 grandchildren; and four 
greatgrandchildren.

Living life with humor and concern 
for others, especially women and  

children, has been a hallmark of 
Barbara Gerber’s life and career. 

She came by her love 
of learning early, inspired 
by her father and her 
mother, a flapper who 
read the Encyclopedia Britannica.

Gerber entered Syracuse 
University as a premed stu
dent and was promptly told 
by her adviser that a medical education for 
women was a waste of time, since as soon as she 
got pregnant she would leave the practice. She 
fell in love with sociology and anthropology, 
and ended up with a degree from SU’s Maxwell 
School. She married, taught at the Onondaga In
dian School, earned a master’s degree and raised 
a child. Gerber was head of the guidance pro
gram at Cheektowaga when she was recruited to 
teach in a program at SU, where she earned her 
doctorate in 1964. 

She was hired at Oswego by Donald Snygg 
to begin the counselor education program with 
Frances Koenigsberg under chair Lucy Wing. 
The department broke off from the education 
department in 1968 and became counseling and 
psychological services. 

In the early 1970s, Gerber’s friendship with 
History Professor Judith Wellman led to work on 
the psychology of early women’s rights activists 
and an interest in the field of women’s studies. 

Gerber would go on to be a member of the 
group of women who formed the core of the 

women’s studies minor at Oswego in 1978. 
It would later become a major and an 

interdisciplinary department. 
Although she would go on 

to administration as dean 
of professional studies, 
Gerber’s heart was firmly 

rooted in the classroom 
and in her oneonone rela
tionships with students.

“Education is a growth  
activity. It changes us and 

sometimes people need guidance,” she says 
of her teaching philosophy. 

Her brash good humor made her classes  
popular, as did the subject matter: sex. “Like a 
good performer on TV or stage, you need a little 
humor to be the salt and pepper in the classroom,” 
is how Gerber describes her teaching style.  

In addition to her academic career and 
private psychology practice, Gerber is equally 
proud of the number of children’s lives she has 
been able to affect, whether in the home or class
room. She hates violence toward families and 
children, and was “horrified” early in her ca
reer to see how some kids were treated. She was 
one of the founding members of Services to Aid 
Families, which provides shelter and counseling 
for victims of domestic violence, and Farnham, 
drug and alcohol counseling and services. 

“As a psychologist, I really believe that what 
makes for sick characters in the world is violence 
in childhood,” she says.

After her retirement in 1998, Gerber has 
remained active, serving on the board of di

rectors of a womenonly commuity where she 
and spouse Nancy Seale Osborne ’70 live. They 
have traveled in their motor home to every state  
except Hawaii, hiked and kayaked in eight  
national parks and driven around the entire 
Great Lakes system. 

Although she gave birth to one daughter 
Gerber has been mother to five children and  
remains active in the lives of her grandchildren. 
It’s a fitting pastime for a woman who has devoted 
her career to women and children’s issues.

— Michele Reed

D r .  B a r B a r a  G e r B e r

Dr. Barbara gerber
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Inspiring Stories: 
The Impact of Philanthropy

These stellar stories are made possible by more than 22,000 generous 
donors to Inspiring Horizons: The Campaign for Oswego. 

Thanks to you, our campaign raised $23,857,114. The impact of this 
generosity will affect Oswego students for generations to come.

Watch Inspiring Stories: The Impact of Philanthropy 
at www.oswego.edu/giving/campaign today!

 SEE:  New Scholarships. Cutting-edge Research. Study-Abroad

  Opportunities. State-of-the-Art Campus Spaces.

 HEAR:  Students explain the impact of philanthropy on their dreams.

 STARRING:  YOU 

And thank you for your generous support!
OFFICE OF UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT • 219 SHELDON HALL, OSWEGO, NY 13126 • 315-312-3003 • WWW.OSWEGO.EDU/GIVING • DEVELOP@OSWEGO.EDU
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Dear fellow supporters of Oswego,

I remember clearly the day in September 2003, when we dedicated the newly renovated Rich Hall. In the warm autumn sunshine, we marveled at this beautiful new home for the School of Business. Its donor-supported state-of-the-art technology was the first tangible evidence of the success of Inspiring Horizons: The Campaign for Oswego. Students, faculty and staff would be inspired and energized by its open spaces and cutting-edge technology. The campaign had entered its quiet phase just a year before, with a goal of $17 million.  
It seems a long time ago now, and we have surpassed many milestones since then. We launched our public phase of the campaign in September 2005, with a mock snowstorm and the breathtaking Oswego family portrait, as more than 1,400 students, faculty and staff gathered in celebration to spell the name of our college on the lawn of Lee Hall. 
Our efforts helped support the Campus Center and library café, endowed scholarships, supported student-faculty research and funded lecture series, just to name a few accomplishments. On a historical note, we received our first million-dollar gift, exclusive of bequests, when Marcia Belmar Willock ’50 endowed a professorship in finance. 
We met our original goal in 2006 and challenged ourselves with an enhanced goal of $23 million. And we went to work to make it a reality — we called; we wrote letters; we visited people in their homes and offices. 
And it was all worth it. I am proud and happy to report to you that Inspiring Horizons: The Campaign for Oswego has exceeded all our expectations and raised an incredible $23.9 million. 
At the very heart of this awesome feat were you, our generous and loyal donors and hardworking volunteers. Throughout six years of the campaign, your support never wavered. In fact, it increased and grew as the campaign unfolded. Thank you for your confidence in Oswego and your continued support of its educational mission. Your gifts will make a lasting difference in the lives of many. On behalf of the Oswego College Foundation Board of Directors and the faculty, staff and students whose lives you have touched — Thank You!

Mark Tryniski ’85
Chair, Oswego College Foundation

Mark Tryniski ’85
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Incredible Journey
I

n the Fall 2005 issue, Oswego alumni 
magazine featured a question-and-
answer session with President 
Deborah F. Stanley, to kick off the  
public phase of Inspiring Horizons:  

The Campaign for Oswego. Now she joins us 
again, to talk about the successful conclusion 
of this historic campaign.

Oswego alumni magazine: What were the 
goals of the campaign?
President Stanley: Our major motivation for 
launching Inspiring Horizons: The Campaign 
for Oswego in 2002 was to raise $17 million to 
benefit the college and our students: supporting 
current needs, growing endowment, and funding 
aspects of capital projects. Thanks to the incred-
ible generosity of our loyal alumni and friends, 
we exceeded all our expectations by raising a 
total of $23,857,114 in just six short years.  

It is also important to note that we had 
another fundamental goal for this important 
first-time-ever undertaking — and that was 
to assure SUNY Oswego a strong and resilient 
future by establishing avenues for productive 
partnerships and lasting networks with alumni 
and friends.  

Oswego: What surprised you most  
about the campaign?
President Stanley: Honorary Campaign Chair 
Al Roker ’76 is a great forecaster, but neither he 
nor I could have predicted the outpouring of gen-
erosity and love for Oswego that we have wit-
nessed among our alumni during this campaign. 

In addition to their generous gifts, members of 
our extended SUNY Oswego family participated 
in campus initiatives and events in broader and 
deeper ways than ever before.

Oswego: When did the campaign  
reach its goal?
President Stanley: Just a year after we 
launched the public phase on Sept. 30, 2005, the 
campaign reached its initial $17 million goal on 
Oct. 20, 2006 — eight months ahead of schedule 
— and the Foundation board set an enhanced 
goal of $23 million by June 30, 2008. 

Oswego: What is the significance of that?
President Stanley: The fact that we reached 
our goal so far ahead of schedule powerfully 
demonstrated what we always knew: that the 
alumni and friends of Oswego love the college 
very much. They are willing to invest their hard-
earned dollars to help Oswego grow and serve 
the students who come to us for quality public 
higher education.

Oswego: Why is public higher  
education so important?
President Stanley: At Oswego we open the 
doors wide so that all the citizens of New York 
state can have access to a quality education. In  
these uncertain economic times, the very best 
investment is in education. That’s because we are 
preparing the leaders of tomorrow, who will help 
create solutions to some of society’s most vexing 
problems: global warming, diseases, and yes, even 
the economy.

Oswego: Any final words for our readers?
President Stanley: I just want to thank our 
more than 22,000 donors to the campaign. Each 
one of you is making a significant difference in 
the lives of our students, now and for generations 
to come. You are sharing in the vital work of this 
college, which is transforming lives. We are so 
incredibly grateful to you for the confidence you 
show in Oswego and the impact you are making 
through your philanthropy. Thank you! I can’t say 
it often enough: Your support was stunning.  l
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2002
Winter Spring Summer Fall

May

l	 $17 million campaign goal 
approved by Oswego College 
Foundation Board of Directors

July 1

l Campaign begins 

suMMer

l	 Received first bequest of  
more than $1 million from  
the late Emeritus Professor 
Girgis B. Ghobrial for endowed  
scholarships

septeMber 11

l	 Rich Hall ceremonial  
ground  breaking

septeMber 27

l	 Second “Return to Oz”  
reunion held 

october

l	 Al Roker ’76 agrees to serve  
as Honorary Campaign Chair

l	 “Silent” campaign kicks off

l	 Received first planned gift of the 
campaign: Robert I. Sweet ’49 
Trust totaling $250,000

l	 Gift from Thomas Weil ’66 
establishes the Augustine Silveira 
Distinguished Lecture Series

l	 Total raised for campaign  
reaches $2 million

“The forecast for SUNY Oswego features  
excellence, quality and distinction, thanks to the 

success of Inspiring Horizons: The Campaign 
for Oswego! As Honorary Chair, I want to 
personally thank and congratulate every-
one involved in raising $23,857,114 in this 
historic first campaign including President 

Stanley, our chairs and volunteers, the 
college faculty and staff, and more 

than 22,000 of our loyal support-
ers. As an alumnus of SUNY 
Oswego, I couldn’t be prouder  
of my alma mater for this  
tremendous accomplishment.”

—Al Roker ’76,  
honorary campaign chair

Dr. Girgis Ghobrial 

Return to Oz II

Dr. Augustine Silveira Jr.
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Winter Spring Summer Fall

SEPTEMBER 11

● Rich Hall re-opens

OCTOBER

● Robert Feinberg ’78 endows 
The Ernst & Young Visiting 
Lectureship for the Women’s 
Studies Program, Oswego’s 
first endowed lecture series

OCTOBER 17

● Groundbreaking for 
Campus Center, which features 
donor-named spaces

OCTOBER 25

● Lake Effect Café opens 
in Penfield Library, funded by 
Lester Gosier ’37 and Dr. Jack 
and Marion Adam Narayan ’81

Rich Hall has 
state-of-the-
art classrooms, 
thanks to donor 
dollars.

FEBRUARY

● Campaign exceeds $6 million

FEBRUARY 14

● Received first bequest 
of more than $2 million: 
Charles L. Wiley ’22, 
$2.2 million

Charles L. “Bub”
 Wiley ’22

Honorary Chair 
Al Roker ’76

Co-Chairs 
Bernie Henderson
Harold E. Morse ’61
Mae Squier-Dow ’83

Committee 
Mark Baum ’81 
Tomasina Boyd 

Boone ’93
Kerry Casey Dorsey ’81
C. Thomas Gooding
Shirley Gooding
Joseph Grant
Theodore Jenny ’72
Lori Golden Kiewe ’84
David King

Virginia Hafner 
Lyon ’48

Timothy Murphy ’74
William O’Brien ’81
M. Catherine 

Richardson ’63
Carolyn Higgins 

Rush ’68
Barbara Palmer 

Shineman ’65
Jennifer Shropshire ’86
Deborah F. Stanley, 

President
Mark Tryniski ’85

20032003

Campaign Cabinet 
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The year 2003 saw the campus break ground for the new 
Campus Center (above) and open Penfield Library’s Lake 
Effect Café (right).
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2004
SPring

l	 Campaign reaches halfway 
mark of $8,627,163

June 15

l	 Oswego goes to Carnegie Hall

SPring

l	 Campaign event in Rumson, N.J.

AuguSt

l	 Public Justice Excellence Fund 
established by David Cutler ’74 
and Catherine Lovell ’76

SePtember 28

l	 Washington, D.C., Tower Club 
alumni event

FAll 

l	 Boston Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology event

FAll 

l	 Hockey Committee convenes 
 to begin fundraising for the 
Campus Center

The	efforts	of	hockey	alumni	and	friends	would	result	in	
naming	the	men’s	locker	room	in	the	new	Campus	Center,	
including	individual	lockers,	such	as	this	one	in	memory	of	
Tony Sgro ‘82,	dedicated	in	2006.

Pianist	Rob	Auler	and	violinist	Seung	
hee	Yang	of	SUNY	Oswego’s	music	
faculty	perform	June	15	at	Carnegie	
Hall.	President	Deborah	F.	Stanley	
(center)	welcomes	them.

Alumni	enjoyed	a	tour	of	the	Massachusetts	Institute	of	Technology’s	AgeLab,	
led	by	Dr. Joseph Coughlin ’82 (not	pictured).

“I have been chair of The Fund for Oswego, 
which supports immediate needs of the  
college, and have been in the Telefund room 

when student callers are dialing up 
alumni. I have felt the energy of the 
student callers, their excitement at 
speaking with you and hearing your 
stories, and the thrill when a gift is 

received.” 

—Mae Squier-Dow ’83, 
campaign co-chair

c a m p u s  h i g h l i g h t s

Winter Spring Summer Fall
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At	the	Sept.	28	event	in	
Washington,	D.C.,	were,	

from	left,	host	Mark 
Baum ’81,	Presi	dent	

Deborah	F.	Stanley	and	
guest	speaker	Thomas 

Schaller ’89.
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Anonymous (7)
Elizabeth Baker ’61
Edward Balaban ’73
Ruth Alton Barker ’52
Nancy Potter Bellow ’78
Anna Bernolak-Morgan ’75
Constance J. Holmes Bond ’51
Bert-Mary Brady ’55
Lee C. Barling
Kristine Hyovalti Bushey ’72
Richard ’66 and  

Ruth Koski Callan ’66
Rick ’73 and  

Julie Roberts Cobello ’75
Albert “Ray” Connors ’46
Raelynn Cooter ’77
Andrea LaTemple Crews ’85
Edward B. Dexter ’35
Susan Fellers Dick ’72
Eleanor Filburn
Peter Fland ’64
Gileen Widmer French ’65
Edward ’82 and Joanne Gocek
Lester Gosier ’37
Ralph Hatch ’49
Bernie Henderson
Gary Hoppe ’74
Jack C. James ’62
William B. Kessler

Frances C. Lapinski ’72 & ’74
Phyllis Levine ’78
Donald and Joan Mathieu ’85
Fritz Messere ’71 and  

Nola Heidlebaugh
Harold Morse ’61
Stephen F. Mullady ’67
Greta O’Brien Murabito ’43
Timothy Murphy ’74
Victor Oakes
Gloria Sondra Olson ’51
Davis ’47 and Jane Parker
John R. Piper ’75
Marvin S. Reed ’64
M. Catherine Richardson ’63
Francis T. Roy ’69
Thomas Santay ’62
Constance DelBourgo Schrader ’54
Hazel Murray Siegel ’37
Walter Snyder ’42
President Deborah F. Stanley and 

Michael Stanley
Robert Sweet ’48
Melanie Trexler
Oebele VanDyk
Glendon J. Widrick ’74
Helen and Richard Zakin
Sharon Zondag ’76

Since Inspiring Horizons: The Campaign for Oswego  
began in 2002, more than 50 people have chosen to  
carry on the work of founder Edward Austin Sheldon,  

by joining the ranks of the Sheldon Legacy Society. Their 
bequests, annuities and other gifts helped the campaign to  
surpass its $23 million goal. 

From the early campaign bequests of $2.2 million from 
Charles L. Wiley ’22 and $1.4 million from Professor Emeritus 
Girgis Ghobrial to the more recent bequest from Emeriti Hsien-
jen (James) Chu and Sylvia Chu of $300,000, the campaign was 
strengthened and supported by legacies to Oswego. 

For more information about making a planned gift to  
Oswego, contact Mark R. Slayton at 315-312-3003, or e-mail 
develop@oswego.edu or visit www.oswego.edu/giving and  
click on the Gift Planning link.

Current Sheldon Legacy Society members

Construction crews work on framing 
the new Campus Center.

Legacy Gifts Support Campaign
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2005
SPrInG

l OsweGoConnect online community launches  
l Campaign surpasses $11 million (65% of goal)
l Campaign events held in Boston; Naples, Fla.;  

Washington, D.C.; New Jersey; and Atlanta
l Received anonymous legacy gift to  

Hart Global Living and Learning Center

JUne 

l Project SMART gets Entergy grant

Hart Global Living and Learning Center was the beneficiary of an  
anonymous legacy gift. 

Winter Spring Summer

c a m p u s  h i g h l i g h t s

More than 1,400 students, faculty and staff gathered to spell 
OSWeGO on campaign launch day, Sept. 30, 2005.
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“Without philanthropy we would  
not have the value-added elements  
for this institution. We have  
this magnificent new  
Campus Center, featuring  
donor-named spaces, the  
renovations of the campus  
and many, many scholar - 
ships. This a very posi tive  
place for people to  
learn and people  
to work.”

—Bernie Henderson,  
campaign co-chair

SUmmer

l Media Summit established by Louis A. Borrelli Jr. ’77
l Student/Faculty Collaborative Challenge Grants funded by Tim Murphy ’74
 (see related story on page 12 of Oswego alumni magazine)
l Mark Baum ’81 issues Challenge gift to match donations to  

the Annual Fund
l Excellence Fund for biology is established 
l Campaign surpasses $12.7 million (75% of our goal)

SePTemBer 11

l 9/11 Memorial Garden dedication
 (see related story page 24 of Oswego alumni magazine)

SePTemBer 30

l Students travel to the “Today” Show 
l Public launch of Inspiring Horizons
l Oswego “family” portrait taken
l Conversation with the President
l Campaign co-chairs announced

fALL

l Athletic department bequest announced
l Excellence Fund for Theatre established by Benita Zahn ’76

OCTOBer 22

l Inaugural Media Summit held
Mark Baum ’81

Washington-Post editor Ben 
Bradlee (center) makes a 
point during the first Media 
Summit Oct. 22, 2005.

Spring Summer Fall

Oswego supporters celebrated the launch of Inspiring Horizons Sept. 30, 2005.

Louis A. Borrelli Jr. ’77
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Oswego students 
traveled to new York 

City to greet  
Al Roker ’76 on the 

“today” show.
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2006
SUMMER

● Scholarship opportunities 
grow to 100

AUGUST 2006

● $1 million gift from Marcia 
Belmar Willock ’50 creates 
Oswego’s first endowed 
professorship, in finance 

OCT. 20, 2006

● Inspiring Horizons surpasses 
$17 million goal

● Increased goal to $23 million 
by June 30, 2008

● Second Annual Media Summit  

OCT. 22, 2006

● Campus Center convocation 
center/hockey rink opens 

“Donor gifts have increased the number 
of scholarships for our students, to make 

their dreams come true. Many of them, just 
like me, are the first in their families to 

attend college. Inspiring Horizons 
will provide opportunities for more 
and more of our students to experi-
ence the American dream. Thanks 
to your generosity, this will be a 
place of great ideas and great prom-
ise for our students and faculty.” 

Hal Morse ’61, 
campaign co-chair

Winter Spring Summer Fall

Marcia Belmar Willock ’50 (left) was the guest of President 
Deborah F. Stanley on a visit to campus.

C A M P U S  H I G H L I G H T S
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Then-State Sen. Jim 
Wright ‘71 (third from 
left) and ESPN anchor 

Steve Levy ‘87 (second 
from right) were among 

those dropping the 
ceremonial puck in the 
inaugural game in the 
Campus Center arena.
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2007

Errol Taylor ’77 issued a challenge grant. Telefund students are the backbone of the Annual Fund.

Al Roker ‘76 broadcast his 
“Today” show segments live 
from the Campus Center, Oct. 
18, 2007.

Campus and community officials officially 
opened the Campus Center Oct. 12.
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C A M P U S  H I G H L I G H T S

Winter Spring Summer Fall

MARCH 2007

● NCAA Division III men’s ice 
hockey national champions

APRIL 2007

● Record night for the Telefund 
($25,000 in pledges)

SUMMER

● Fred ’81 and MaryLynn Barbero 
Festa ’82 established Festa 
Graduate Fellowship program

 (see related story on page 14 of 
Oswego alumni magazine)

SUMMER

● Campus Center Atrium named for 
Hsien-Jen (James) and Sylvia Chu

AUGUST 2007

● “Engaging Challenge,” 
Sesquicentennial Plan unveiled

SEPTEMBER 29-30

● Errol Taylor ’77 offers challenge 
gift as part of Return to Oz III 
reunion

OCTOBER 12

● Campus Center Dedication Day

OCTOBER 17

● Media Summit named in honor of 
Dr. Lewis B. “Doc” O’Donnell

OCTOBER 18

● “Today” show broadcasts from 
SUNY Oswego campus 
(above left)

● Al Roker ’76 names WTOP 
production studio

026-026 OSWEGO W09 LZR4ck-CX.indd   541/8/09   10:35:18 AM



12 •  I N S P I R I N G  H O R I Z O N S :  T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  O S W E G O

2008MAY

● Oswego visits ABC’s “Good 
Morning America” 

● Senior Class gift increases from 
$2,000 to $8,000

 (see related story on page 26 of 
Oswego alumni magazine)

JUNE 6-8 

● More than 1,100 attendees at 
“Hot, Hot, Hot” Reunion Weekend 

JUNE 30

● Inspiring Horizons: The 
Campaign for Oswego concludes 
with $23,857,114

Trumpeters open the Welcoming 
Torchlight ceremony in August at 
the Campus Center.

Oswego College Foundation board members 
attended ABC’s “Good Morning America.” A record crowd of more than 

1,100 came back for a “Hot, Hot, 
Hot” Reunion. 
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$11,433,471
Alumni

$276,932  Parents

$3,951,069  Friends

$1,075,871  Matching Gift Companies

$843,859  Foundations

$1,032,978  Faculty, 
Staff & Administration

$1,941,959  Emeriti, 
& Former Employees

$3,300,975  Corporations 

$4,436,884

$5,115,832
$14,304,398

Fund For Oswego
Endowment
Capital Projects

Campaign Revenue by Goal Campaign Revenue by Constituent
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David King, Chair
Andrea Marsh Acome ’04
Greg Auleta, Office of Learning Services
Steve Baker, College Store
Marcia Burrell-Ihlow, Curriculum & Instruction
Kris Hyovalti Bushey ’72, Student Affairs
David Buske, College Store
Robert Casper, Career Services
Mark Cole ’73, Theatre
Thomas Cushman, Counseling and Psychological Services
R. Deborah Davis, Curriculum and Instruction
Doug Deal, History
Mary DePentu, Facilities Management
Kerry Casey Dorsey ’81, Alumni Relations and Development
Mary Dorsey, Human Resources
Jo Ferazzoli Farrell ’71, Curriculum and Instruction
Mike Flaherty, Auxiliary Services
Suzanne Gilmour, Educational Administration
Margaret Gover, Registrar’s Office
Jean Grant, Walker Health Center
Joseph Grant, Admissions
David Hill, English
Rich Hughes, Campus Life
Christy Harrison Huynh ’98, M ’08,  

Student Advisement Center
Carrie Izzo, School of Business
Jennifer Kagan, Curriculum and Instruction
Kathy Klefbeck, Curriculum and Instruction
Brad Korbesmeyer, English
John Lalande ’71, Modern Languages and Literature

Nancy Lalik, Human Resources
Chris Lalonde, English
Kevin Mahaney
Rhonda Mandel, Dean’s Office
Katie Loiacono Maxwell ’97, Admissions
Robin McAleese ’93, M’02, Counseling Center
Kimberly Waters McGann ’95, University Development
Josh McKeown, International Education and Programs
Fritz Messere ’71, Communication Studies
Rameen Mohammadi, Computer Science
Robert Moore, English
Tim Nekritz M’05, Public Affairs
Jerry Oberst ’77, Admissions
Luther Peterson, History
Yvonne Petrella, Extended Learning
Julie Pretzat-Merchant, Music
Marta Santiago, Human Resources
Bennet Schaber, English
Roberta Schnorr, Curriculum and Instruction
Brenda Frank Seymour ’83,  

Facilities Design and Construction
Joanne Sivers, Campus Life
Joyce Smith, Curriculum and Instruction
Charles Spector, School of Business
Holli Coats Stone ’96, Campus Life
Don Vanouse, English
Casey Walpole, Registrar’s Office, CSEA
Suzanne Weber, School of Education
Georgina Whittingham, Modern Languages and Literature
Dale Zych, Physics

Campus Campaign Committee

026-026 OSWEGO W09 LZR4ck-CX.indd   521/8/09   4:14:47 PM



14 •  I n s P I r I n g  h O r I Z O n s :  T h e  C A M P A I g n  f O r  O s w e g O

Oswego Alumni Association  
Board of Directors 
(July 1, 2002-June 30, 2008)

Francis Acevedo ’87
Debbie Adams-Kaden ’78
William Bacon ’59
Timothy Barnhart ’02 
Elizabeth Nichols Bates ’68
Marilyn Mason Bell ’75
Connie Holmes Bond ’51
Tomasina Boyd Boone ’93 
Mary Beth Beaton Brown ’05
Norman Brust ’49
Maurice Bullard ’80
Michael Byrne ’79
Michael Cassidy ’98
Saleem Cheeks ’01
Lisa Court ’83
Sherman Cowan ’91
Dave Cristantello ’74
Cheryl Webster Crounse ’98
John Daken ’66
Jim DiBlasi ’87
Steve Doran ’82
Kerry Casey Dorsey ’81
Sylvia Muncey Gaines ’76 
Lester Gosier ’37
Beth Gura ’84
Lyndsay Jenks Hanchett ’92
Tracy Chamberlain Higginbotham ’86 
James Holland ’82
David Kidd ’49
Lori Golden Kiewe ’84
Edith Maloney Knight ’50
Don Levine ’78
Patrick Magin ’91
Alice Massimi ’02
Wendy McCammon-Lee ’92
M. Carol McLaughlin ’45* 
Steve Messina ’91
Elizabeth Oberst
Davis Parker ’47
Thomas Ryan ’74
Joseph Savage ’77
William Schreiner ’92
Constance Schwartz ’90
Kay Benedict Sgarlata ’65
Jennifer Shropshire ’86
Herbert Siegel ’40*
Olive Brannan Spargo ’31*  
Molly Casey St. John ’99
Deborah F. Stanley
Barry Thompson ’77
Marcia Thompson-Young ’81 
Mark Tryniski ’85
Jon Vermilye ’66

*deceased

The President’s Circle gift clubs — Oswego’s most committed supporters, who make annual 
donations of $250 or more — were a key component in the success of Inspiring Horizons: 
The Campaign for Oswego. 

Membership in the gift clubs and their total donations grew steadily in the 14 years 
leading up to the campaign’s successful conclusion. The number of gift club members in 
2008 was five times that of 1995, resulting in a 10-fold growth in donations. 

“The phenomenal growth in our President’s Circle gift clubs throughout the campaign 
tangibly demonstrates how committed our alumni and friends are to the future of Oswego,” 
said President Deborah F. Stanley. “Their consistent philanthropic support is the corner-
stone of our annual giving program and we are incredibly grateful for their generosity.”

Thanks to the members of the Sheldon Ambassadors (gifts of $5,000 or more), the 
Ontarian Society ($2,500 to $4,999), the 1861 Society ($1,861 to $2,499), the Sheldon 
Inner Circle ($1,000 to $1,860), the Sheldon Loyalty Society ($500 to $999) and the 
Sheldon Associates ($250 to $499).  l

President’s Circle Giving Boosts Campaign Totals

Stanley A. Babiuk 
Mark Baum ’81 
Louis A. Borrelli, Jr. ’77
Janice Harrison Brinson ’54 
Rosemary Cardamone Crane ’81 
Kim Dahlberg 
Kerry Casey Dorsey ’81   
Michael Durney ’83  
Chris Gagas 
C. Thomas Gooding 
Shirley Gooding 
Joseph F. Grant, Jr.
Dee C. Heckethorn*
Joshua Heintz
Gary Hoppe ’74  
Jack James ’62 
Patrick Jones
George Joyce ’73 
David Kidd ’49 

Thomas Lenihan ’76 
Gordon Lenz ’58 
Virginia Hafner Lyon ’48 
Kevin Mahaney
Sanford Miller ’75  
Harold E. Morse ’61 
Victor Oakes
M. Catherine Richardson ’63   
Barbara Palmer Shineman ’65 
William Spinelli ’84  
Mae Squier-Dow ’83 
Deborah F. Stanley, President
Marian Stanton 
Errol Taylor ’77 
Melanie Trexler
Mark Tryniski ’85 
Joseph Yacura ’74

*deceased

Oswego College foundation, Inc. Board of Directors 
(July 1, 2002-June 30, 2008)
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14-Year Growth in Total  
Gift Club Giving
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10-Year Growth in Total 
Contributions Received

The Oswego College Foundation welcomed three new members  
to its board of directors in 2008. 
Bernie Henderson retired as vice president for finance at SUNY 

Oswego. He served as an Inspiring Horizons campaign co-chair and is 
active with the Oswego County Historical Society, Oswego City Chamber 
of Commerce, Salvation Army and Oswego Heritage Foundation. He 
is a Sheldon Legacy Society member and recently supported the college 
with a campaign gift of unrestricted funds as well as funds to support the 
Campus Center complex. He currently resides in Oswego.

Colleen Enwright O’Leary ’74 is an associate professor of anesthe-
siology and medical director in perioperative services at SUNY Upstate 
Medical University in Syracuse. She holds a doctor of medicine degree 
from SUNY Health Science Center and attended the Instituto de Cultura 
Hispanica in Madrid, Spain in the Summer of 1973. Prior to joining 
SUNY Upstate Medical University she worked as an anesthesiologist 
at SUNY Health Center, and was a resident and chief resident fellow at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital Health Center. She serves on committees within 
SUNY Upstate Medical University and is a member of various organi-

zations, including the Onondaga County Medical Society, American 
Society of Anesthesiologists, American Medical Association and the 
Medical Society of the State of New York. She previously served on the 
SUNY Oswego Reunion Committee and has supported the college with 
a $15,000 campaign gift to support the Augustine Silveira Jr. Fund.  She 
and her husband, Dr. Michael O’Leary, currently reside in Manlius.

Marcia Thompson-Young ’81 is managing director/chief accounting 
officer of Citigroup, Inc. Prior to joining Citigroup, Inc. she had an exten-
sive career at Smith Barney, Inc., holding positions as first vice president, 
credit officer and credit analyst and credit officer. She is a current member 
of the Oswego Alumni Association Board of Directors, a member of the 
Alumni and University Development Scholarship Selection committee, 
and served as reunion giving chair on the 2005 Reunion Committee. 
She has supported the college with a $10,000 unrestricted pledge to the 
campaign, as well as by taking the time to speak with high school students 
about Oswego during a College Fair. She and husband, Frederick “Tony” 
Young, currently reside in Cranbury, N.J., with their daughters, Dominee 
and Desiree.  l

Foundation Names Three to Board
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Oswego College Council  
(July 1, 2002-June 30, 2008)

Jane Backus 
Darlene Baker 
Margaret Barclay
William Barclay
Saleem Cheeks ’01 
Paul Culligan ’78 
Kerry Casey Dorsey ’81
Verner Drohan
Michael Goldych 
Stephen Greene Sr. 
Bernie Henderson
Thomas McAuslan*
James McMahon
Daniel Olson 
John Piper ’75
David Poleto ’79
Carolyn Higgins Rush ’68

*deceased

emeriti Association  
Board of Directors 
(July 1, 2002-June 30, 2008)

Donald Cox
J. Sherwood Dunham
Eleanor Filburn
John Fisher
Luciano Iorizzo
Blanche Judd
James LeFlore
Paul Liebenauer
Marcia Moore
Harold Nash
Kent Roseberry*
Constance Ryan
Robert Schell
Raymond Schneider
Willard Schum
Vernon Tryon ’58
Herb VanSchaack ’51

GOLD Leadership Council 
(est. 2008)

Tim Barnhart ’02
Jen Bender ’06
Lauren Dascher ’07
Maureen Flynn ’04
Kelly Gardner ’06
Daniel Hilton ’99
Christopher Hockey ’02
Erik Jones ’06
Kathleen Kiyak ’03
Kendra Kuehnle ’06
Craig Little ’98
Glenn Margolis ’06
Alice Massimi ’02
Marybeth  McMenemon ’07
Anchal Mohan ’05
Kelly  Nickerson ’04
Malia Small Roberts ’01
Donnie Rusert ’99
LeAnne St. Gelais ’07
Eric Smith ’05
Brandy Spears-Hunger ’99
Kevin Sutherland ’05
Chris Thuman ’06
Raymond Trumble ’07
Vanessa Vair ’06
Danielle West-Chuhta ’00

Nancy Potter Bellow ’78
Kevin Bryans ’89
Joseph Chemotti ’90
Pamela Cox (Associate Dean) 
Rose Cardamone Crane ’81
Michael Durney ’83
J. Russell Findlay ’89
Chris Gagas
William Hartman ’83
Tracy Chamberlain Higginbotham ’86
Paloma Jalife (Assistant Dean)
Matthew Jenal ’78
Lanny Karns (Former Dean)
T. Scott King ’74
Greg Kreis
Matthew Labovich ’94
John Mueller ’82
Patrick Murphy ’74
Michael Paez ’80
Robert Pagano ’84
Newton Paul ’97
Carolyn Higgins Rush ’68
Richard Skolnik (Dean)
Corte Spencer
Millard Sullivan
Timothy Tower ’80
Mark Tryniski ’85
Jackie Wilbur ’82

School of Business Dean’s Advisory Board members  
(July 1, 2002-June 30, 2008)
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Thank you!

thanks to more than 22,000 generous donors — 
Inspiring Horizons: The Campaign for Oswego  
surpassed its goal, raising $23,857,114 to support 
scholarships, important campus programs, faculty 
research and capital projects.

During the six year campaign, SUNY Oswego 
became a part of the American College and University 
Presidents Climate Commitment. President Stanley has 
pledged the campus to reduce SUNY Oswego’s carbon 
footprint and enhance our efforts toward 
 sustainability, an important goal for Oswego. 

to advance the college’s sustainability efforts, we 
have designed an honor roll of Appreciation that will 
appear online at www.oswego.edu/giving/honor_roll.  
A significant factor in the move to an online honor roll 
was to protect our donors’ privacy. Please note that a 
google search of any individual’s name will not link to 
the donor listing. 

Because of the wonderful response to Inspiring 
Horizons, the Honor Roll of Appreciation for campaign 
donors would have totaled 72 pages in a paper version. 
Not only will we help reduce our carbon footprint with 
an online honor roll, but will also save funds that could 
better be used to help meet campus priorities. 

Once again, thank you for your generosity in 
ensuring the Oswego family continues to grow for 
generations. 
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