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There have never been more 
ways to connect with the 
Oswego Alumni Association  
and more than 75,000 of your 
fellow graduates.

Join our exclusive online  
community, OsweGoConnect;  
network on the LinkedIn group; 
become a fan on Facebook; or 
follow our tweets on Twitter.

Find all the links at 
oswego.edu/alumni  
and stay current with  
upcoming events, the latest 
news and much more.

Send us your e-mail address to 
receive our newly redesigned 
Lake E-ffect e-news letter each 
month and other important  
event invitations and campus 
news. Update or add your  
e-mail address today at  
alumni@oswego.edu.
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enhanced content including photos, video and  
story extras at oswego.edu/alumni/magazine.

36
O n  t h e  C O V e r :  Students at the new Village apartment 
complex by Glimmerglass Lagoon get ready for another busy day.  
Photo by Robert Mescavage.

32



O s w e g O  l  F a l l  2 0 1 0 22

Oswego is published three times a year by the 
Oswego Alumni Association Inc., King Alumni Hall, 
State University of New York at Oswego, Oswego, 
NY 13126. It is distributed free of charge to alumni, 
friends, faculty, staff and families of current students. 
Printed November 2010.

Elizabeth	Locke	Oberst
Publisher

Michele	Reed	
Editor 

Shane	M.	Liebler	
Associate Editor

Jim	Russell	’83	
Staff Photographer

Kiefer	Creative
Graphic Design

Lisa	Potter		
Memorials

Kyle	Gargan	’11		
Intern

Julie	Harrison	Blissert	
Adele	Burk	
Lorrie	Clemo	

Steven	Duby	’09	
Kyle	Gargan	’11	
Tim	Nekritz	M	’05	
Jeff	Rea	’71	
Contributing Writers

Bob	Bump	’10	
Robert	J.	Clark	’78	
Steven	Duby	’09	
Lindsay	France	
Kyle	Gargan	’11	
Terry	Manion
Robert	Mescavage	
Tim	Nekritz	M	’05	
Jeff	Rea	’71	
Kimi	Sprinkle	
Contributing 
Photographers

William	Schreiner	’92
President

Steve	Doran	’82
First Vice President
Nancy	Smith	Salisbury	’93
Second Vice President
Jennifer	Shropshire	’86
Past President

Elizabeth	Locke	Oberst
Executive Director
Tim Barnhart ’02 
Paul Brennan ’93 
Michael Byrne ’79 
Mike Caldwell ’10 
Keith Chamberlain ’87 
Lisa Court ’83 
*John Daken ’66 
**Kerry Casey Dorsey ’81 

Jerry Esposito ’70 
Maureen Flynn ’04 
Ana Rodriguez King ’94 
Amy Lalonde ’12 
Judy Letvak ’83 
Don Levine ’78 
Linda Loomis ’90 
Steve Messina ’91 
Josh Miller ’08 
Anchal Mohan ’05 
Karyn Rose ’96 
Thomas Ryan ’74 
*Kay Benedict Sgarlata ’65 
**Deborah F. Stanley 
Chris Thuman ’06 
Rick Yacobush ’77

* At large
** Ex officio

Deborah	F.	Stanley
President

Lorrie	Clemo	
Interim Provost

Nicholas	Lyons	
Vice President for 
Administration and 
Finance

Kerry	Casey	Dorsey	’81	
Vice President for 
Development and  
Alumni Relations

Joseph	Grant	
Vice President for 
Student Affairs and 
Enrollment

Oswego Alumni Magazine

The Oswego Alumni Association, Inc.  
Board of Directors

State University of New York at Oswego

Office of Alumni and Parent Relations
King Alumni Hall
SUNY Oswego, Oswego, NY 13126
Phone: 315-312-2258       Fax: 315-312-5570
E-mail: alumni@oswego.edu
Web site: oswego.edu/alumni

frOM the

President’s Desks

Next year, 2011, kicks off the college’s 
Sesquicentennial, the 150th anniversary 

of our founding by Edward Austin Sheldon in 
1861. At Oswego alumni magazine we’ve been 
preparing for it with our “150 Years: Views 
and Voices” series, featuring the people, places 
and memories that make our college unique. 

Next summer, we are planning a whole 
issue dedicated to our Sesquicentennial 
and we need your help. We’d like to focus 

on “150 Things We Love about Oswego.” 
Sure there’s the lake, the Loop and the 
lighthouse, the sunsets and the snow. But 
beyond the obvious, there are hundreds of 
wonderful memories attached to this place 
and a myriad of things that make your alma 
mater so special. Please share them with us. 
Send us your stories and photos. Write to us 
at alumni@oswego.edu and put “150 Love” 
in the subject line or drop a letter in the mail 
to King Alumni Hall, 300 Washington Blvd., 
Oswego, NY 13126.

We can’t promise to use every story, but 
we’d love to hear your voices. This is your 
magazine and your story. We look forward 
to hearing from you!

Michele A. Reed, Oswego editor

the Editor’s PenF R o m 

Oswego alumni magazine is printed on 30 percent 
post-consumer recycled paper with inks that contain 
soy oil in a facility that is 100 percent hydropowered.

CoRRECTIoN
The Faculty Hall of Fame article 
about Dr. John Cooper in the 
Summer 2010 magazine failed to 
mention his beloved wife, June 
Cooper. “We have been married for 
over 63 years and I owe her my life,” 
writes Cooper, giving her full credit 
in their joint affairs, including travel 
and family relations.

On a college campus, we are 
learning every day, and 

one of the things I’ve learned 
as president is that this college 
is a dynamic, living organism. 
Like any organism in nature, it 
is constantly growing, chang-
ing and adapting to its environ-
ment. 

When I became president 
in 1995, e-mail was just begin-
ning to be a popular form of 
communicating, and social 
networking was just a concept. 

Now, the college has a Facebook page, we 
tweet, and we stream live lectures and sports 
games online, so you can participate in 
the life of the college no matter where you 
live. In October, we launched a new look to 
oswego.edu. I invite you to visit online and 
learn more about our campus today. 

This organism that is our college can 
never stand still. It is always looking to the 
future, whether it is growing new leaders, 
implementing new technological tools to 
better serve our students, or improving our 
physical campus. 

This autumn we welcomed our students 
back to a campus that is undergoing a 

physical renewal — as we embark on a 
$118 million renovation project to create 
our Science, Engineering and Innovation 
Corridor. This state-of-the-art facility will 
kindle the kind of innovation and mastery 
that will benefit our community, New York 
state and the world and fuel the flame of 
scientific inquiry in our students’ lives. 

We also officially opened the Village, 
our new townhouse complex to house 348 
juniors, seniors and graduate students in 
an environmentally sustainable commu-
nity overlooking our scenic Glimmerglass 
Lagoon. 

I invite you to read about these two 
exciting capital projects and all our other 
innovations — in academic programs, 
student services and technological advances 
— in the pages of this magazine. Oswego is 
living, growing and adapting every day, and 
we think you’ll find plenty here to stoke your 
pride in your alma mater.

Deborah F. Stanley, President

President
Deborah F. 
Stanley



No matter how you look 
at it, philanthropic support 
for Oswego is impressive. 
During the 2009-10 fiscal 
year, 7,533 loyal donors 
— alumni, faculty, staff, 
emeriti, parents and friends 
— donated $3,053,171 to 

The Fund for Oswego. Despite the 
continuing challenges of the economy, 
gifts to Oswego grew and the num-
ber of our most generous supporters 
increased, as we recognized nearly 
1,000 members of the President’s 
Circle gift clubs. 

What does this all signify for Oswego 
and our more than 8,000 students? 
It means our $9-million-plus endow-
ment enhances the fiscal strength and 
security of our campus. It means  
we can offer more than 200 scholar-
ships to help our students fulfill their 
dreams. It means thousands of dol-
lars in research grants to students 
and faculty members to work on their 
scientific and creative projects. And 
it enhances our ability to bring doz-
ens of alumni back to campus — to 
speak with more than 2,500 students 
in classrooms and panel discussions 
each year. 

Alumni gifts figure into another 
important number. Support by  
alumni is one of the criteria consid-
ered by U.S. News and other polls 
as they determine college rankings. 
So your gifts directly impact the 
value of your Oswego degree as  
our college rises in the rankings  
based on your generosity.

Won’t you join us this year, as we 
raise the funds needed to carry on 
the work of founder Edward Austin 
Sheldon, as we approach the 150th 
anniversary of our college’s birth?

Thank you for your generosity!

by the numbers
Philanthropy at Oswego

Office Of University DevelOpment • 219 shelDOn hall, OswegO, ny 13126 • 315-312-3003 • www.OswegO.eDU/giving • DevelOp@OswegO.eDU
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“He’s 5 and his golfing future’s rosy,” 
read the headline in 1940 when the 

Syracuse Herald ran a photo of young Tom 
Brennan, at the edge of the green at Syracuse’s 
Sunnycrest Golf Course, pencil in hand. Now 
Golf Coach Emeritus Brennan, having retired 
from leading successful golf programs at three 
schools, can still be seen on the greens most 
days. But despite the fact that he’s officially re-
tired, nothing much slows down this dynamo 
who keeps up a busy schedule of golfing, paint-
ing, speaking and writing. 

Even as a child, Brennan was no stranger 
to the golf course. His uncles were PGA profes-
sionals and held various positions around 

Central New York. “It was always around 
me as a young lad,” says Brennan. When 
other kids were playing soccer and 
football, Brennan was on the golf 
course. He lived next door 
and calls Sunnycrest “my 
little playground.”

The Syracuse native 
earned his bachelor’s, 
master’s and CAS degrees 
from Syracuse University, after 
serving in the U.S. Navy. 

He joined the Oswego 
faculty in 1962 and coached the golf team 
until his retirement in 1989, racking up an 
impressive 11 consecutive SUNY Athletic 
Conference Golf Team Championships and 15 
straight NCAA Division III Golf Championship 
appearances. He coached nine NCAA Golf All-
Americans, including 1978 NCAA Division III 
Individual Champion Jim Quinn ’79 and PGA 
pro golfer Wayne Levi ’74.

His three straight undefeated seasons 
(60-0)—1969, 1970 and 1971—culminated 
in Oswego taking second place in the 1971 
Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference Golf 
Championships. His illustrious career would 
see him elected to the Golf Coaches Association 
of America Hall of Fame in 1997, one of only 55 
in the nation at that time. 

“Coaching depends on the expertise of 
the coach and an athlete’s skill and respect,” 
Brennan says. “Equally important is the support 
of the athletic department, college faculty, 
administration, student body and community. 

“When I was at Oswego State from ’62 
to ’89, Oswego State had all those facets 

in line and that’s why we were so 
successful and so was the whole 

athletic program,” he says.
After his retirement 

from Oswego in 1989, 
Coach Brennan and his 

wife, Phyllis, moved to 
Myrtle Beach, S.C., known to 
many as “the Golf Capital of 
the World.” He would go on 

to teach and coach at Coastal 
Carolina University for 10 years and another 

eight at the Carolina Golf Academy, which 
trains PGA golf professionals. In the ’90s, he 
directed the summer Myrtle Beach Junior Golf 
Program. 

The coach still shares his golf expertise 
through articles in the local newspapers and 
talks at area civic groups. He devotes himself to 
watercolor painting with the same passion he 
brought to the game of golf. And whenever they 
can, he and Phyllis visit sons Scott and Terry in 
the Syracuse area. 

Sometimes at the beach or a golf course he 
will run into a former player. They remember 
the coach and the lessons they learned from 
him. It’s no wonder. He has a very positive 
personal teaching philosophy: “It’s teaching 
these young people, men and women, the 
personal values they can use in their lives,” he 
says. “Too many coaches are more interested 
in winning or losing than teaching these young 
people life’s values.” — Michele Reed

C o a C h  T o m  B r e n n a n

Coach Tom Brennan
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W ith sharpened focus on the cutting 
edge of science, technology, engi-

neering and math, SUNY Oswego leaders 
broke ground on a campus-transforming, 
$118 million build Sept. 17.

President Deborah F. Stanley called 
the massive makeover of Piez Hall into the  
Science, Engineering and Innovation  
Corridor the college’s “boldest and most  
ambitious project yet.”

In roughly three years, an innovative 
four-story structure will wrap around part 
of Piez Hall — more than a quarter-million 
square feet in all.

“This will kindle the kind of innovation 
and discovery that will impact this commu-
nity, this state and the world,” Stanley told a 
crowd of staff, students and officials gathered 
on the worksite at the corner of Centennial 
Drive and Takamine Street. “Our region will 
see the economic stimulus.”

Former state Sen. James Wright ’71 
praised the project for its potential to create 
jobs and improve the quality of life in the 
region both during the construction phase 
and afterward as a world-class producer of 
science, technology, engineering and math,  
or STEM, graduates. The facility will give  
students the state-of-the-art instruments  

and environment they need to succeed,  
J. Mitchell Fields of the SUNY Construction 
Fund said.

“We work really hard to provide these 
opportunities for students,” he said, calling 
the Fund and SUNY Oswego partners in 
building future New Yorkers.

Dozens of those aspiring science pro-
fessionals were on hand before the ground-
breaking ceremony to show off research they 
performed with faculty during the Summer 
Scholars Program.

Fengrong Wong ’11of China said she 
was able to share her research at the Ameri-
can Chemical Society’s national meeting in 
Boston this summer. 

“The sciences field in America is the best 
in the world and a lot of the articles that are 
published are written in English,” said Wong,  
who spoke very little English when she  
arrived. “I wanted to immerse myself in it.”

She came to Oswego on an exchange 
program and stayed because of faculty mem-
bers like Kestas Bendinskas, who worked 
with her on scientific research as well as 
learning the language.

“This is the only school where the profes-
sors are so accessible,” said psychology major 
Kiri Jarvis ’11, who was also presenting her 

research at the groundbreaking ceremony. 
The new science complex will only add to an 
already great program, she said. 

“When I heard about it, I thought it was 
just incredible,” Jarvis said. “I’m jealous I 
won’t get to take classes there.” 

Distinguished Teaching Professor  
Kenneth Hyde, who will retire at the close 
of the fall semester, expressed a similar  
sentiment in his remarks. He described  
the building project as a final leap for-
ward in developing the math and science  
program that he has been a part of since 
Piez Hall opened four decades ago.

“Our founders had an idea and that idea 
came from energy and that energy was posi-
tive,” college Engineering Advisory Board 
Chair David E. Smith ’87 said. “If you leave 
one positive thought here today, things will 
manifest as time goes on.”  l

— Shane M. Liebler

Oswego digs into science project

Fengrong Wong ’11 shares her research with 
President Deborah F. Stanley.

President Deborah F. Stanley, front row at center, is joined by state, county and campus  
dignitaries to break ground for the new Science, Engineering and Innovation Corridor.
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See the conceptual design at  
oswego.edu/alumni/magazine
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Happy 150th,  
SUNY Oswego!

SUNY OSwegO’S Sesquicentennial 
celebration is about to begin. The 
anniversary of the college’s founding 
in 1861 will be marked with a num-
ber of events to begin in spring 2011. 

watch future issues of Oswego 
alumni magazine, Lake E-ffect alumni 
e-newsletter and the oswego.edu  
website for more details. 

And don’t forget to share your 
stories and memories with Oswego 
alumni magazine. Send an e-mail to 
alumni@oswego.edu and put “150 
Love” in the subject line.  l

SUNY OSwegO’S biOLOgicAL fieLd 
station at Rice creek, south of the main  
campus, will undergo a $1.75 million to  
$2 million redevelopment as part of the  
rebirth of science facilities at the college.

“Rice creek is a gem for this whole  
region,” said Tom simmonds ’84, m ’88, 
associate vice president for facilities. “we 
want to enhance it, sensitively and with  
respect for the environment.”

The college broke ground Sept. 17  
for the $118 million reconstruction and 
expansion of Piez Hall, the 48-year-old 
science building on the east end of the 

main campus (see story, p. 3). Rice creek, 
Simmonds said, is included in the overall 
science renovation plans.

He said plans for the 44-year-old 
wood-frame building that houses the  
laboratory, classrooms and offices of the 
field station on Thompson Road near 
fallbrook Recreation center, are about 
halfway complete. He emphasized that 
drawings, at this stage, are conceptual. 
As it stands, little of the current structure 
would remain, and reconstruction and an 
addition would provide about one-third 
more space, he said.

Some refining still needs to be done, he 
said, including a proposal to build an observa-
tory at Rice creek to replace the aging struc-
ture adjacent to the Romney field House 
parking lot. The proposed observatory would 
expand program offerings at Rice creek as a 
complement to the station’s primary biologi-
cal and environmental focus, he added.

when the work on the field station 
begins, the building would need to be 
offline for about a year, Simmonds said. 
community and campus programs utilizing 
Rice creek’s trail system and other land 
among its approximately 400 acres would 
go on as construction permits. The trails 
are in for some new, information-rich  
signage as part of the project, he said.

in addition to serving as a living labora-
tory for the college’s science programs, Rice 
creek field Station regularly conducts nature 
education workshops and activities for the 
community. each year, hundreds of school-
children, senior citizens and other members 
of the general public participate in such pro-
grams, while thousands more use the trails. 
Under a grant from the Natural Heritage 
Trust, the station is open free to the public 
on Saturdays as well as weekdays.  l

— Jeff Rea ’71

Rice creek to get makeover

Conceptual drawing of Rice Creek Field Station renovation.

T his summer, Oswego began a project 
that will provide wind power for the 

electrical system of a building regularly  
exposed to Lake Ontario’s blustery weather.

The project aims to use a wind turbine 
with a small footprint to provide an esti-
mated 40,000 kilowatt hours of electricity a 
year from atop the campus heating plant in 
Lee Hall.

John Moore, the college’s director of 
engineering and sustainability, pointed out 
that most wind turbines need a wind speed 
of 7 mph to generate electricity. This unit, 
though, can produce power in wind of less 
than 3 mph, and start turning at 1 mph. 

Moore estimated the turbine, which was 
installed in July, will produce enough energy 
in less than 12 years to pay back the estimated 
$50,000 initial investment. The college will 
look for federal and state funding for small 
wind projects to help fund the purchase.

As with the geothermal project that  
will help heat and cool the college’s future 
sciences complex, Moore emphasized the 
educational benefits of monitoring and 
studying this alternative energy project.

“I’m looking forward to it,” Moore said. 
“Our earth sciences faculty are excited.”  l

— Jeff Rea ’71

Lee leads green power initiative
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T hinking outside the box helped David Troilo ’80 create an 
interdisciplinary major that combined his interest in psychol-

ogy with animal behavior and neuroscience. The freedom Oswego 
gave him to create his own course of study allowed him to go on  
to graduate study and a successful career in developmental visual 
neuroscience.

He hopes to return the favor. On a recent visit to campus, 
Troilo expressed the desire to work with SUNY Oswego and current 
students with an interest in healthcare careers to revitalize a “pre-
health” course of study that would lead to a degree in optometry. 

Now the vice president and dean of academic affairs at SUNY 
College of Optometry, Troilo returned to his alma mater to give a 
Science Today lecture in September on the experimental control of 
eye growth. It was fitting, because as an undergraduate, he had made 
a connection at a similar type of guest lecture that helped propel his 
career in academe.

Oswego professors also helped pave the way for his lifelong 
interest in research, among them Leland Marsh and Peter Weber of 
biology. Marsh taught the young Troilo that the essence of research 
is creating new knowledge, while working alongside Weber in the lab 
gave Troilo the hands-on experience that helped him grow. 

Troilo’s love of neuroscience was cemented during his years at 
Oswego. “It stems from the work I did here,” he says. Two post-
doctoral studies — at Oxford and Cornell universities — would help 
his scholarship mature. 

He has become one of the premier researchers in the country  
on the development of the eye from birth to maturity and the  
development of refractive state. His work can help the tens of 
millions of patients with refractive errors like myopia.

Now he has come full circle, with a key academic position at a 
SUNY school. His goal is to make SUNY Optometry one of the top 
research institutions in optometry in the world. 

He also sees a big potential at Oswego for cross-disciplinary 
studies. “Smaller schools like Oswego can do that more easily,”  
he says. “Take the strengths of different departments and combine 
them in creative ways.”  l

— Michele Reed

troilo has vision for sunY and Oswego
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David Troilo ’80, vice president and dean of academic affairs at the 
SuNY College of optometry in manhattan, shares his research on eye 
development with oswego students in September. 

$200K funds study  
on women in sciences
RHONdA MANdeL, LefT, deAN Of THe 
college of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and 
webe Kadima, associate professor of 
chemistry, look over SUNY Oswego’s suc-
cessful application for a $200,000 grant 
to study the status of women faculty in 
science, technology, engineering and math, 
or STeM, disciplines at the college. Kadima 
is principal investigator for the two-year 
National Science foundation catalyst grant. 
Researchers aim to learn whether anything 
— from policies to practices — holds back 
women in STeM in terms of recruitment, 
hiring, retention and promotion. The award 
will help determine whether SUNY Oswego 
may be a candidate for a much larger  
“institutional transformation” grant.  l

— Jeff Rea ’71
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Novelist and famed book cover designer Chip Kidd mugs for the  
camera as he poses with casi Tredo ’12, a graphics design major, 
during a book signing following Kidd’s talk before a packed Waterman 
Theatre in September. Kidd, author of the oRI selection, The Learners, 
gave three presentations on campus, with one focusing on graphic 
design, one on the writing process, and one showing a video of the 
infamous 1961-62 obedience experiments conducted by Stanley 
milgram at Yale university, which inspired The Learners. “He showed 
us his book covers and how he gets inspiration for each,” said Tredo, 
who came to Kidd’s evening performance because she was so 
impressed with his graphic design talk earlier in the day. “I like to 
work for each project on its own merits, and now I know I can do 
that — get inspiration from the work itself,” she said.  l
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SUNY OSwegO’S New interdisciplinary 
minor in audio design and production aims 
to meet student and industry demand while 
broadening opportunities for students. 

The minor will create a production-
centered learning environment to provide 

hands-on experience that accompanies 
audio theory.

The program, based in SUNY Oswego’s 
School of communication, Media and the 
Arts, includes courses in broadcasting, 
music and theatre in its core, plus a large 

sampling of electives — such as multimedia 
courses through the art department.

The minor connects radio production 
courses, theatre sound classes and record-
ing courses in music.

Audio moving into digital and software- 
driven formats, with greater dissemination 
via the web, has increased demand for 
graduates and even current students with 
the requisite skills, noted daniel wood, a 
former professional recording engineer 
who now teaches students the tricks of the 
trade in the music department.

The formation of the School of 
communication, Media and the Arts last 
year — bringing together art, communica-
tion studies, music and theatre — provided 
the final impetus in creating the minor. 

“when we formed the new school, 
we really created avenues for people to 
work with each other across disciplines,” 
said Fritz messere ’71, m ’76, dean of 
the School of communication, Media and 
the Arts. “The minor strengthens all of 
the existing programs while creating new 
opportunities for our students.”  l

— Tim Nekritz M ’05

sounds good: CMA adds audio production minor

music majors Ken Bardin ’11, left, and Brad Gorham ’11 work with a recording by a local 
performer in the Tyler Hall recording studio. 
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To the Maximus
STUdeNTS fLOcK AROUNd POeT/MUSiciAN OveOUS MAxiMUS, 
right, for pictures and autographs in Hewitt Union ballroom during the 
2010 ALANA (African, Latino, Asian, Native American) conference. 

Maximus, a rapid-fire spoken-word poet, was the keynote 
speaker for the weeklong conference. “This was amazing,” Quindell 
Williams ’11 said. “The spoken word, it’s something different, some-
thing close to home and close to our age. i thought it was great.” 

ALANA, now in its 24th year, has become a staple in promoting 
a multicultural environment at SUNY Oswego and is a consistent hit 
among students, faculty and administrators.  l	 —Kyle gargan ’11
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Applications up,  
selectivity stays steady
A pplications to attend SUNY Oswego set a 21st century 

high again this year, but the college held to its qual-
ity standards and largely kept the numbers of undergraduate  
admissions in line with those of recent years.

At the same time, students in underrepresented racial and 
ethnic groups increased significantly.

Joseph Grant, vice president for student affairs and 
enrollment, said the college welcomed about 1,400 freshmen 
and 785 transfers this fall.

Freshman applications for fall totaled about 10,650, a 
small increase from last fall’s 10,463, and 40 percent more 
than the 7,565 just five years ago.

The preliminary 2010-11 admissions numbers showed 
applications totaled more than 13,000 from prospective 
freshmen and transfers. Grant said he believes that a key 
reason for the heavy flow lies in value, not just in price, 
compared with private colleges and other educational 
alternatives.

The college accepted 47 percent of applicants, the same 
percentage it has accepted for the last two academic years. 
Only six years ago, the acceptance rate was 57 percent.

Of the approximately 1,400 entering freshmen, 277, or 19.4 
percent, are from underrepresented groups. That’s up from 
217, which was 15.6 percent of last year’s entering class.  l

— Jeff Rea ’71

U.S. News Media Group advanced Oswego seven places on its 
“America’s Best Colleges” list of best regional universities in  

the North for 2011 and Princeton Review included Oswego in its book 
The Best Northeastern Colleges: 2011 Edition.

Oswego’s numerical rank improved to 67 on the U.S. News list 
of regional universities in the Northern region. This region includes 
178 accredited four-year institutions that appear in the guide.

The ever-watched and oft-disputed U.S. News rankings 
encompass more than 1,400 colleges nationwide, compared on a set 
of 15 performance indicators from freshman retention to financial  
resources to peer assessment.

U.S. News also selected Oswego for its “A-Plus Schools for 
B Students” list. Across Carnegie categories, the A-Plus list encom-
passes such New York schools as Rochester Institute of Technology, 
Ithaca College, Syracuse University, SUNY’s University at Buffalo, 
and Hobart and William Smith Colleges.

Oswego is one of 218 institutions Princeton Review recommends 
in the 2011 edition of its guide, The Best Northeastern Colleges.  l

— Jeff Rea ’71 and Julie Harrison Blissert

Oswego again gets good ‘News’

B Y  T H e  N U M B e r S
New student applications . . . diversity . . . faculty scholar-
ship . . . international experience. The numbers say it all. 
oswego has made great progress in the last decade — 
and we’ve only just begun! Click on this slideshow to see 
“SuNY oswego by the Numbers” as presented by President 
Deborah F. Stanley at her opening breakfast this august.  
oswego.edu/by_the_numbers

AN $86,000 gRANT fROM THe NATiONAL ScieNce fOUNdATiON 
will provide SUNY Oswego meteorology faculty member scott 
steiger ’99 and his students the tools to chase the most intense 
snowstorms and collect first-of-its-kind data.

The grant will provide a radar-carrying truck from the NSf 
called doppler-on-wheels for the snowstorm-chasing season, and 
experts from boulder, colo., will train the students in its use in the 
month before startup. Jeffrey frame of the University of illinois, a 
colleague of Steiger’s with a lot of experience with the vehicle and 
instruments, is a co-principal investigator on the grant.

Steiger, who spends his summers chasing tornadoes in the 
Midwest, forecasts little chance that this winter will be as quiet 
as last. He, distinguished service professor Al Stamm and up to 14 
meteorology majors staffing the project should have plenty to study.

“it’s better than a tornado project, because the chance of catch-
ing a significant tornado on the ground is quite small,” said Steiger.

data gathering will run from late december to early february 
this season, Steiger said. Lake-effect conditions set up early in the 
winter, when Lake Ontario’s waters still hold summer warmth and 
icy cold winds blow out of the west and northwest. 

data analysis and writing for the project will take place next 
spring and summer, followed by publication and conference presen-
tations in the second year of the grant.

if the data-collection effort and results warrant, Steiger said he 
plans in time to apply for a larger grant, which would fund the use of 
aircraft and other instruments as well as the doppler-on-wheels.  l

— Jeff Rea ’71

NSF fuels snow hunt

meteorology Professor scott steiger ’99 shows images of the 
Doppler-on-Wheels truck and the data it will collect.

JIm
 R

u
SSEll ’8

3



C u r r e n t s
c a m p u s

O s w e g O  l  F a l l  2 0 1 0 8

An alumni connection meant the world 
to an Oswego senior looking for ex-

perience in the fast-paced field of executive 
recruiting. Fabian Loeprick ’10 interned 
this summer at Korn/Ferry International’s 
Washington, D.C., offices, thanks to Nels 
Olson ’89, managing director of the Eastern 
Region and a member of the board and CEO 
and corporate affairs practices at KFI. 

A native of Kassel in Germany, Loeprick 
is a member of the School of Business 
Dean’s Student Advisory Board. He leapt 
at the chance to expand his skills in busi-
ness management with an internship at the 
world’s largest executive recruiting firm, 
with nearly 80 offices in 40 countries. 

Olson said he was happy to help an 
Oswego student, because he knows how 
important hands-on experience can be. “I 
am in the field of human capital talent, and 
having practical experience is vitally impor-
tant,” he said.

At Oswego, Olson honed his leadership 
skills in Student Association and Sigma 
Gamma fraternity, two experiences he feels 
led to his successful career.

“Oswego was a big part of my life 
growing up and it’s a terrific institution,” 
said Olson, whose oldest brother, Lars 
Olson ’83, also attended. After joining 
Korn Ferry, Nels Olson participated in the 
search that resulted in Deborah F. Stanley 

becoming the college’s 10th president. 
“It’s a school on the move because of her 
leadership and I believe in investing in 
it,” said Olson. In addition to giving back  
by arranging student internships, he made  
a leadership gift to the recent Inspiring 
Horizons campaign.  

Olson joined Korn/Ferry International 
in 1993 and has conducted many execu-
tive searches throughout the world. Prior 
to joining the firm, he worked in public 
relations and served in the White House, 
screening and recommending Presidential 
appointees and cabinet candidates.

Loeprick’s summer work in research 
about potential candidates gave him insight 
into the types of degrees and experiences 
top firms are looking for, and working in a 
busy office helped him hone his real-world 
assets like professionalism, self-confidence, 
motivation and communication skills. 

After further internships in Europe, 
Loeprick hopes to attend graduate school 
there. “The people make a place. I cannot 
say enough good about the amazing team of 
Korn/Ferry International . . .They really made 
the experience superb for me,” said Loeprick. 
“Certainly everyone needs academic basics, 
but the on-the-job training is a much more 
intense learning experience.” l

international internship

Fabian Loeprick ’10, right, interned during 
the summer at Korn/Ferry International’s 
Washington, D.C., offices in a placement 
arranged by Nels Olson ’89, left, managing 
director of the Eastern Region and a member 
of the board and CEo and corporate affairs 
practices at KFI. 

PH
o

To
 PR

o
v

ID
ED

Q. Why is experiential learning 
important, especially in the  
current economy?
A. it provides learners with 
valuable opportunities to apply 
knowledge to real solutions. in the 
current economy, students want 
tangible experiences to differenti-
ate themselves in decreasing job 
markets and increasing competi-

tion. Most employers seek individuals 
with broad and field specific knowledge, 
experiential learning offers students 
the added opportunity to demonstrate 
higher-level competencies such as critical 
thinking and problem solving.

Q. Oswego has a history of hands-on 
learning. How have we evolved? 
A. founder edward Austin Sheldon’s 
learning philosophy continues to serve 
as an inspiration to the college based on 
the philosophy and practice that students 
learn best by doing. experiential education 
has been a formal part of the academic 
curricula dating back to Sheldon; today it 
extends across a broad range of subject 
areas and disciplines. As our understand-
ing of learning theories and cognitive 
development increases, more faculty 
recognize the benefit of offering students 
opportunities to learn through direct expe-
riences. Since 2000 we have observed a 
more than 200 percent increase in service 
learning by our students.

Q. What are some new initiatives? 
A. Our new software engineering pro-
gram provides hands-on experiences 
designed to combine the principles of 
inquiry with group process. Students 
interface with business on real-world, 
industry-relevant projects and work as 
part of a team under the supervision 
of a faculty member and a practicing 
engineer. The global Laboratory, a dis-
tinctive research abroad program, offers 
students an opportunity to conduct sci-
entific research on cutting-edge subjects. 
Mentored by skilled scholars in leading 
universities across the globe, students 
can positively affect the people and  
local communities where the research  
is conducted.

Q. What’s in the future?
A. i see an increasing demand from 
students and a thoughtfully engaged 
faculty wanting to bring learning alive 
through internships, service learning, 
field work, and cooperative education 
where students alternate classroom 
study with practical work experience. 
we plan to expand contextual learning 
as an instructional strategy to more stu-
dents by making connections to alumni, 
businesses and community organizations 
interested in challenging students with 
problem solving in real-world settings. l

Experiential learning benefits students
by Lorrie clemo, interim Provost
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THe cOUNciL fOR AdvANceMeNT and 
Support of education recognized the Oswego 
Alumni Association in its 2010 “Outstanding 
external Program” category for the day  
college unity is most prominently on display. 

green and gold day has come a long 
way in the short time it’s been around,  
said Associate director of Alumni and 
Parent Relations Laura pavlus ’09, and 
the additions and improvements made to 
last year’s event made the day worthy of 
the recognition. 

“Last year we added an ice cream 
social, as well as a roller skating party held 
by SAPb [Student Association Planning 
board],” Pavlus said. “we also added a 
flickr account for alumni to upload photos. 

These additions really set it apart from 
previous years.”

Oswego is one of only three schools 
nationwide to earn recognition by cASe 
Affiliated Student Advancement Programs. 
Associate director for Stewardship 
michelle Tackett-spinner ’98 said the 
honor “helps put Oswego on the map.”

“Oswego is competing against schools 
across the country that have bigger sizes 
and budgets, and more members,” Tackett-
Spinner said. “it’s pretty exciting to know 
Oswego won a national award.” 

The 2010 green and gold day saw 
an even more impressive showing among 

the Oswego community, with almost 650 
showing up for the ice cream social, more 
than twice the 300 who participated in 
2009, and an enthusiastic group participat-
ing in the Oswego family photo, above.  

cASe is the professional organization 
for advancement professionals at all levels 
who work in alumni relations, communica-
tions, fundraising, marketing and other 
areas. Membership includes more than 
3,400 colleges, universities, independent 
elementary and secondary schools, and 
educational associates in 68 countries 
around the world.  l

— Kyle c. gargan ’11

green and gold day gets a little more golden 

members of the oswego campus community posed for a “family portrait” on Green and Gold 
Day. See more photos at bit.ly/greenandgolddays.

lakers around the world were invited to post 
Green and Gold Day photos on Facebook. 
From left, Darrick Fuller ’10, annie Rose ’10 
and sheriffa Bailey ’10 posted this photo 
from albany.

A TwO-weeK eNeRgY iNSTiTUTe iN 
July helped secondary school teachers  
educate youth “for a better future.”

Themed “energizing education for a 
better future,” the on-campus institute pro-
vided math, science and technology teachers 
with activities they can implement in their 
current curriculum or use to develop new 
curricular units on energy and sustainability.

The teachers took field trips to a 
variety of energy facilities in the Oswego 

area. Topics included the nature of energy, 
energy conservation, alternative energy 
sources such as sun and wind, nuclear and 
radiation safety, future energy resources 
and energy’s connection to politics and 
social cultures.

in August, a four-day institute at  
Rice creek field Station helped elementary 
school teachers learn to deliver lessons  
of energy stewardship to younger  
children.  l

Two summer institutes energize teachers

sandra Nadelen mccann ’93, first-grade 
teacher at leighton Elementary School, 
installs a battery in her electic motor.
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Jakari Sherman, right, artistic director for the Step afrika! troupe 
directs his audience recruits in introductory moves and shouts for step-
ping, an energetic dance form the Washington, D.C.-based performers 
put on display in a rousing free show aug. 30 in the Campus Center 
arena for more than 1,000 students, faculty, staff and community 
members. The group introduces people around the globe to step — 
developed in the early 20th century by african american fraternities 
and sororities — and the evening featured plenty of audience participa-
tion. Step afrika! presented intricate, pulse-pounding routines of claps, 
shouts, stomps and athletic leaps. The troupe paid tribute to South 
african roots with a “gum boot” dance such as miners use for solidarity  
and entertainment, and another in zulu tribal garb to the beat of 
african drums.  l

— Jeff Rea ’71
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Find the Founder!
iN THe SUMMeR 2010 iSSUe, the founder could be found in  
the left hand corner of the picture on page 23. The grand prize  
winner of a bookstore gift certificate and Sheldon Hall print is  
Todd murrock ’87. winning Sheldon Hall prints are matthew 
Rossiter ’04, michelle Vanslyke sloan ’00, charlotte  
murray ’52, matthew Wryk ’13 and amy maroney campisi ’85.

A tiny replica of the Sheldon statue pictured 
here is hidden somewhere in this issue. find the 
founder and send us a letter with the location and 
page number, your name, class year and address. 

we will draw one entry at random from 
all the correct answers and the winner 
will receive a $25 gift certificate to the 
campus Store and a print of Sheldon 
Hall. The next five entries drawn  
will receive Sheldon Hall prints.  
Send your entry to find the founder, 
219 Sheldon Hall, SUNY Oswego, 

Oswego, NY 13126. entries must be 
postmarked by feb. 1, 2011. 

Frankel shares career 
advice on campus
Differentiate yourself, take more risks, and remember that 

hard work is only the baseline for success. These were 
some of the nuggets of advice Lois Frankel ’73 imparted to a 
packed Campus Center auditorium in an Oct. 6 talk.

The presentation by the internationally acclaimed author 
of Nice Girls Don’t Get the Corner Office: 101 Unconscious 
Mistakes Women Make That Sabotage Their Careers was part 
of the Ernst and Young Lecture Series, funded by Robert 
Feinberg ’78. 

Audience members filled the seats and lined the steps of 
the auditorium to hear Frankel, whose Corporate Coaching 
International has prepared hundreds of Fortune 500 company 
executives for success. 

In a first for the Oswego Alumni Association, the talk was 
streamed live to alumni all over the nation and world via the 
Internet. 

During her October visit, Frankel spoke in a Women’s 
Studies class through the Alumni-in-Residence program and 
participated in her first meeting as the newest member of the 
Oswego College Foundation Board of Directors.   l

— Michele Reed

Lois Frankel ’73 signed books for students, alumni and commu-
nity members during an october talk on campus as part of the 
Ernst and Young lecture Series, which is supported by a gift from 
Robert Feinberg ’78.
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Wallace “Wally” Reardon ’10 recently 
received a national award for a tower 
climber safety project he began in college  
and continued this summer with Upstate 
Medical University’s Occupational Health 
clinical center.

climbing communications towers is 
grueling, dangerous work in all kinds of 
wind and weather, said Reardon, who 
climbed towers hundreds of feet high for 
13 years.

“Some of the equipment we hauled up 
the towers was big, bulky lighting units 
that often weighed 50 to 60 pounds,” 
Reardon said. “we would climb up the 
tower, (with that) hanging beneath us 
hooked to our belts.” 

After witnessing a colleague’s cata-
strophic injury, Reardon set out gathering 
stories and data from climbers and manag-
ers, working with grieving families and, 
as a SUNY Oswego senior in 2009-10, 
completing a tower climbers safety project 
under Lisa glidden, assistant professor of 
political science.

Now he has received a national award 
for that project, which has become the 
workers at Heights Health and Safety 
initiative. Reardon accepted the 2010 Tony 
Mazzocchi Award for grassroots health and 
safety activism in November at the annual 
conference of the American Public Health 
Association in denver.

He and Patricia Rector, director of  
outreach and education for Upstate’s 
OHcc, also co-presented a paper on the 
worker-focused approach Reardon has 
applied to climber safety.

Rector said her organization has applied 
to the federal Occupational Health and 
Safety Administration for long-term fund-
ing to employ their talented intern, with the 
vision of taking his program national.

Reardon appeared this July in 
washington, d.c., as an invited safety and 
victim advocate at a national conference 
of the United Support and Memorial for 
workplace fatalities, an activist group for 
families of workers who have died in indus-
trial accidents.  l — Jeff Rea ’71

Recent grad makes towering achievement

Wallace “Wally” Reardon ’10, who worked 
for years climbing communications towers, 
has been honored for his work in climber 
safety.

The Great Lakes Fishery Commission has awarded a SUNY 
Oswego conservation geneticist a $62,822 grant to study small, 

bottom-dwelling Lake Ontario fish called deepwater sculpin — once 
thought extinct there.

The grant for Amy Welsh, assistant professor in Oswego’s 
biological sciences department, is in cooperation with researchers 
from Michigan State University and federal and state agencies.

Deepwater sculpin, a species with a flattened head, side-mounted 
eyes and distinctive fanlike dorsal fins, once thrived in Lake Ontario, 
but disappeared from scientists’ sampling sites from the 1960s 
through 1996.

Welsh will conduct DNA analysis to determine whether today’s 
deepwater sculpin are back from supposed extinction or drifted here 
from the upper Great Lakes. 

Maureen Walsh, a research fishery biologist with the USGS Great 
Lakes Science Center’s Lake Ontario Biological Station in Oswego, 
said her agency, the state Department of Environmental Conser-
vation and Canadian partners sample the lake annually for many 
species of animal life. Deepwater sculpin had been plentiful from at 
least the 1920s through the 1950s, then disappeared.

Welsh and Walsh said the goals of the genetic study are to 
determine how today’s deepwater sculpin are related to the historic 
Lake Ontario population, and whether these finger-length fish could 
become plentiful enough to make part of a healthy, native diet for 
a depleted population of lake trout currently feeding on non-native 
alewives.

Whether the return of deepwater sculpin benefits lake trout or 
not, Welsh finds it an exciting development for Lake Ontario.

“The goal in the Great Lakes is to restore more of a native 
ecosystem,” she said. “There is impetus to revive native species.”  l

— Jeff Rea ’71

Fish commission funds sculpin study

assistant Professor of Biology amy Welsh studies a fish once thought 
extinct.
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acting instructor shannon penrod-miller ’84 and director Kevin 
Kennison ’82 share some performance movement tips with Heather 
ungerer, 14, during Summerfame on the oswego campus. High school 
students from around the country came to campus July 18 to 30 
for the two-week institute in musical theatre. “I got so much out of 
[the theatre] program that of course I want to give back to it,” said 
Kennison, an independent casting director based in New York City 
and interim head of the BFa program in acting at Brooklyn College. 
“It’s not a camp, but a pre-college training program,” he said, since 
the program gives students a very realistic view of the foundation 
of skills and learning they will need to succeed in musical theatre. 
Calling the program “important for oswego and the next generation 
of artists,” he said that Summerfame gives oswego the opportunity 
to attract strong students who will come to campus to see what 
the college has to offer. Planning is already under way for a summer 
2011 version of the program, he added.  l
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M ark Harris was a mid-career educa-
tor at Southbank Institute of Tech-

nology in Australia when he decided to 
“have a go” that put him on track to retrain 
faculty instructors in new techniques for 
vocational teaching.

He’s now a visiting Fulbright Scholar  
at SUNY Oswego, having another go: taking 
his research and his ideas international.

“As a Fulbright Scholar, you’re in a 
group of individuals where you are com-
pletely humbled,” said Harris. “But really 
the tradition of the Fulbright is so rich in 
American history, there’s a responsibility 
that comes with that.”

His challenge is tackling an issue that 
has emerged in both nations: How do you 
deal with the loss of people and knowledge 
in an era of aging workforces, when public 
colleges and universities have less money 
yet more need to prepare teachers and  
students for new jobs in a new economy?

It sounds daunting, but Harris exudes 
enthusiasm as he talks about his Fulbright 
research here and his work at home. 

“We’re moving away from the tradi-
tional four walls, the didactic model,” Harris 
said. “It’s more problem-based, work-based 
learning in an open-style room, with a world 
of technological resources at hand.”  l		

— Jeff Rea ’71

Honor roll of Appreciation posted
Thanks to 7,533 alumni, faculty and staff,  
parents and friends of SUNY Oswego,  
The Fund for Oswego raised $3,053,171 
from July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2010.

These donors to The Fund for Oswego, 
who are making an immediate and positive 
impact on the lives of students, are recog-
nized in YOUR Impact: 2009-2010 Honor 
Roll of Appreciation, which now appears 
online.

“we are grateful for your support. we 
appreciate your financial assistance and 
also your continuing advocacy on behalf 
of Oswego and the State University of New York,” said President 
deborah f. Stanley. “every day i witness the immediate and pro-
found impact your philanthropy has on the lives of our students.”

in a continuing effort to carefully steward donations to the 
college and the planet’s natural resources, the Oswego college 
foundation has moved from a printed honor roll of donors to an 
online listing. This switch saves more than $7,132 in printing and 
design costs and $2,128 in postage — resources which can be put 
to better use enhancing the SUNY Oswego educational experience 
for students and faculty.

These savings mean more books for the library, more computer 
equipment in labs and more support for cutting-edge academic  
programs that will better position Oswego’s students to compete  
in the current tough job market.

in addition, by not printing 7,500 copies of the 40-page honor 
roll, the college is saving precious trees, water and fuel, not to  
mention additional carbon savings from not transporting and  
mailing the copies to donors’ homes.

A significant factor in the move to an online honor roll was 
to protect our donors’ privacy. A google search of any individual’s 
name will not link to the donor listing.  l

Fulbright scholar explores higher ed 
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mark Harris

Message from President Deborah F. Stanley
Report of the Oswego College Foundation, Inc.
The President’s Circle Recognizes Donors
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Outdoor Track and Field

The outdoor track and field squads 
consistently established new personal 

bests over the course of the year, while also 
rewriting some school records and collect-
ing additional honors. Kyle Dudzinski ’12 
established a new school mark in the javelin 
with a distance of 163 feet, 11 inches (49.96 
meters) after breaking the record in back-
to-back weeks. AJ Carapella ’10 also had 
a strong outdoor season when he won the 
100- and 200-meter dashes at the Hamilton 
Invitational followed by a first-place result in 
the 200 at the University of Rochester Invite.

The Laker men’s 4x100 meter relay, 
consisting of Carapella, Dudzinski, Geoff 
Kobuszewski ’10 and Kevin Leonard ’12, 
posted a time of 43.82 to place 12th at the 
Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference 
Outdoor Track and Field Champion-
ships after qualifying at the SUNY Athletic 
Conference Championships with a seventh-
place finish. 

men’s Tennis

Despite being outmatched in most 
of their contests, the 12-mem-

ber men’s tennis team demonstrated 
a true passion for the game through 
hard work and perseverance over the 

season’s obstacles. Their opponents  
included the likes of Oneonta, Elmira, 
Rochester Institute of Technology,  
Onondaga Community College, Rob-
erts Wesleyan and St. John Fisher. Jeff 
McGovern ’11 posted the best singles 
record on the team with a mark of 2-3 
with victories against Elmira and OCC. 

softball

The Laker softball team battled through 
the spring season, posting a 5-29 overall 

record with non-conference wins over Lasell 
during spring break, Nazareth in dramatic 
walk-off fashion, and Utica after being shut 
out of the first game in the doubleheader.  
Oswego closed out the 2010 season by sweep-
ing Potsdam in a doubleheader, including a 
five-inning, 10-2 victory, in the final week-
end of the semester. 

The young squad that featured 13 
sophomores and freshmen including Marie 
Steding ’13, who batted .429, and Sue 
Schoff ’13, who recorded a .319 batting 
average. Steding also led the pitching staff, 
which consisted entirely of freshmen, in 
wins (4), ERA (5.33), and strikeouts (45).

Women’s Lacrosse

The SUNY Oswego women’s lacrosse 
team found that South Athletic Field was 

a welcome place for the Lakers to compete as 
they had a mark of 5-3 at home en route to 
an overall record of 7-10. One of the season’s 
highlights came during a three-game stretch 
when the Lakers scored 20 or more goals in 
each contest. In the final game of the streak, 
Oswego State established a new single-game 
scoring record with 28 goals and 45 points in  
a 28-3 victory over Cazenovia as Marisa 
Audley ’10, Kristen Darcy ’12, Amanda 
Hecox ’12 and Maria Martusewicz ’11. 

Defender Liz Conrad ’12 was voted 
Second Team All-SUNYAC by the league 
coaches, as she paced the squad with 21 
caused turnovers and 37 groundballs.

SportS SportS 

Tom Loughrey ’11

Brittany carbacio ’12 

Liz conrad ’12
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men’s Lacrosse

The Laker lacrosse team remained in the 
thick of the SUNYAC playoff race until 

the very end of the spring season, but came 
up just short as parity was exhibited among 
all of the conference squads before posting 
an overall mark of 6-10. One of the many 
highlights from the year came when Oswego 
battled from behind to defeat Utica 10-9 in 
a thriller under the lights, marking the first 
time since 2003 that the Lakers knocked off 
the Pioneers. A second come-from-behind 
victory came at home with the Lakers fight-
ing back to defeat Brockport 11-9.

Goalie Judd Robinson ’10 finished the 
season with 183 saves to close out his career 
with 697 saves, ranking second in program 
history just behind Scott Moody ’95, who 
amassed 728 career stops. Transfer student 
Andy Lever ’12 fueled the Laker offense 
with 43 points on 23 goals and 20 assists.

The season also marked the end of 
an era as head coach Dan Witmer ’82 
stepped down from his position following 
the college’s decision to elevate the posi-

tion to full-time status. During Witmer’s 
28-year career as a part-time head coach, 
the Lakers appeared in six ECAC tourna-
ments, winning the championship in 1996 
and finishing second in 1994 and 1997. 
His teams also won three Empire Lacrosse 
League titles (1994, 1995, 1996), and were 
ranked among the nation’s top 20 teams in 
both 1994 and 1996.

Baseball 

After getting off to a slow start, the 
Oswego baseball team closed out its 

spring break trip with a six-game winning 
streak to jumpstart another 20-win season. 
The Lakers put together a second run mid-
way through the season, winning five out of 
seven games in April, as Oswego went on to 
record seven doubleheader sweeps en route 
to an overall record of 20-16. The offense 
scored 10 or more runs in 11 games during 
the season. 

Leading the way at the plate for the 
Lakers was Rafael Cordero ’11, who tallied a 
.355 batting average with a team-leading 29 
RBI. Andy Salvatore ’10 paced the pitching 
staff with a 3.28 ERA, five complete games, 
and 32 strikeouts. 

— Adele Burk,  
Sports Information Director

andy Lever ’12

Jan. 1 Nominations due for alumni awards*

Jan. 1 Nominations due for Athletic Hall of 
Fame*

April 2 Oswego Alumni Association Board of 
Directors meeting*

April 29 Oswego College Foundation Board 
of Directors meeting**

May 2–6 Senior Week activities

May 13 Torchlight Ceremony

May 14 Commencement

June 10–12 Oswego’s Sesquicentennial 
Reunion, kicking off a yearlong celebra-
tion of the college’s founding 

* Office of Alumni and Parent Relations,  
315-312-2258

**  Office of University Development,  
315-312-3003

events

mike Tarnowski ’13
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WATcH THe GAMe 
… in your pajamas

SUNY Oswego and the Oswego 
Alumni Association are offering  
free, streaming coverage of major 
events online as a service to our 
alumni — wherever they may be. 
watch men’s and women’s ice hockey  
and basketball this winter, from the 
comfort of your home or office. go 
to athletics.oswego.edu/video and 
cheer for your Lakers!
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By Kyle C. Gargan ’11

S
UNY Oswego officially has its 

own band of Village people on 

campus. 

The Village, Oswego’s 

highly anticipated townhouse-

style complex for students, opened this 

semester to the immense excitement of its 

first 348 residents. 

The Village houses students in four- and 

six-person townhouses in a complex just 

south of Glimmerglass Lagoon. Featuring  

a full kitchen, furnished living room and  

laundry unit in each house and a large 

commons building for leisure and studying, 

the Village townhouse complex boasts a 

plethora of luxuries not available in typical 

residence halls. 

“Having a dishwasher and all the  

amenities of a fully furnished house  

really makes living here great,” Colleen 

Cesna ’12 said. “We have our own rooms 

and a commons area that is practically  

private to just us in the Village.”

“The brand new facilities are really  

the best part,” Katherine Grzesik ’11 said. 

“The houses are so nice and so different 

than living in the residence halls.”

The close proximity to other students 

has also been a hit among Village residents. 

When asked about the best part of living 

in the complex, Leslie Look ’12 said “the 

neighbors. They are all so great and fun.”

Kimberly Allen ’10 agreed. “It’s just 

nice to have the company around,” she said. 

Many students have also come to 

love the off-campus feel that the Village 

provides, while still being within walking 

distance to classes and other campus  

activities.

“It’s nice that we are still so close  

to campus and yet the Village still has  

a regular house feeling to it,” Jason 

Johnson ’12 said.

“I felt that living off campus would be 

like living at home,” Chris McPherson ’12 

said. “Living in the Village is a mixture. I 

have the freedom of living on my own  

without having to worry about things like 

rent and utilities.”

Calling the Village another compo-

nent in the college’s focus on learner 

centeredness, Oswego President Deborah 

F. Stanley said, “The Village provides  

an environment that allows students  

to take learning deep within them,  

build a family around their learning  

experience, and gain more from the 

experience.”

Residence Life and Housing Director 

Rick Kolenda said the completion of the 

Village is a reflection of the collective  

efforts from a variety of different groups, 

including architects, construction crews, 

administrative planning and student focus 

groups. The final product is something of 

which the entire college should be proud,  

he said. 

“You have the flagship student build-

ing project in the state of New York, if 

not the Northeast,” Edward McGraw of 

Meet the Village people
“You have the 

flagship student 
building project in 
the state of New 
York, if not the 

Northeast.” 
Edward McGraw 

Ashley McGraw Architects 
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Ashley McGraw Architects said during 

the Village dedication Sept. 17.

Vice President for Student Affairs 

and Enrollment Joseph Grant said the 

decade-long journey included visiting 

other colleges and “reviewing architec-

tural designs from all over the country,” 

but what separates the Village from the 

rest of the pack is not just its modern 

feel and state-of-the-art amenities, but 

the unparalleled passion and commitment 

brought to the project by students and 

administrators alike.

“The Village is more than the sum 

of all those parts,” he said. “This special 

place we call the Village is a residential 

community without equal anywhere in 

higher education.”

The $42 million complex was funded 

through the SUNY Capital Plan, mostly 

through bonds issued by the State Dormi-

tory Authority, said Tom Simmonds ’84, 

M ’88, associate vice president for facilities.

Simmonds echoed Kolenda’s praise 

for the diverse groups that helped make 

the Village a reality. “I’m proud of the end 

result,” he said. “But I’m also equally as 

proud of all of the people who helped make 

this happen.”

Although blue-and-white siding adorns 

each Tudor-style townhouse, the Village’s 

biggest achievement could be in how green 

it is. The complex was designed to meet 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design, or LEED, gold standards, meaning it 

was built using strategies aimed at saving 

energy, conserving water and limiting  

carbon emissions. 

“There are various elements of design 

that will make this a sustainable building 

well into the future,” Facilities and Design 

Project Coordinator Allen Bradberry said. 

“Being very energy efficient, the design  

is such that it will have minimal impact to 

the environment and [have] longevity to the 

materials chosen for construction.” With 

SUNY Oswego continuing a campus-wide 

trend toward becoming a more sustainable 

campus, making the complex an environ-

mentally friendly area was quite the  

accomplishment, said Bradberry.

The implementation of LEED stan-

dards will help students make a more 

positive impact on not only the Oswego 

campus, but the entire environment, 

Stanley said.
“It will help students understand 

how they will live in and interact with the 
world and make the world a better place, 

one person at a time,” Stanley said.

With the renovation of Piez, Wilber 

and Park halls now under way, and plan-

ning for a facelift of the Hewitt Quad set 

to unfold after that, Student Association 

President Steven DiMarzo ’11 said the 

Village is the latest in a long line of projects 

to modernize facilities across campus. “The 

completion of the Village is proof of how 

Oswego can, undoubtedly, expand and 

adapt to the future.”

For those students who call the Village 

home, that ability to transcend helped turn 

what was merely a bold idea 10 years ago 

into a modern, dynamic reality.  lspending a quiet moment in a townhouse kitchen are, from left, math education majors 
Donnie Hebert ’11, Katherine Grzesik ’11, Darren Lucas ’11 and Amanda Burch ’11.
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Journalism major Chris McPherson ’12, left, shoots pool in the commons game room with 
Tuba Toori ’11, a biology major.
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Joel Danko ’11, a biology major, pours 
a cup of coffee in his kitchen prior to a 
study session.

the glimmerglass bistro in the village 
commons is a busy place. Here biology 
major Regine Michel ’11 purchases 
a snack from Tiffany Chiu ’11, an 
accounting major. 
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Oswego Goes to War
B y  M i c h e l e  R e e d

Servicemen 
from the Class 
of 1945, top to 
bottom: Bell, 
Moran, Rose
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T hey’ve been called “The Greatest 
Generation.” When duty called, they 
put their lives on hold to defend free-
dom across the world. They are the 
wartime classes and they are a very 
special part of Oswego’s history.

When they entered in the fall of 1941, 
the Class of 1945 numbered 100 strong — 
the largest freshman class in the history of 
the Normal School. They spent a carefree 
autumn settling into local rooming houses, 
working hard in class, enjoying dances and 
flirting with members of the opposite sex. 

Then came Dec. 7, 1941, and their 
world turned upside down. 

“Everything changed when we came 
out of the movie theatre Dec. 7,” said  
Denham Griffin ’47. The Japanese had 
bombed Pearl Harbor.

“First thing we asked was, ‘Where 
is Pearl Harbor?’” Denham said with a 
chuckle. “We didn’t have Mrs. [Isabel 
Kingsbury 1907] Hart’s geography course 
yet.”

They would learn where Pearl Harbor 
was all too quickly, and over the course 
of the next four years many more names 
as well: Omaha Beach, Guadalcanal, Iwo 
Jima.

By the time 1945 rolled around most 
of the men were still in uniform. The 
graduating class was less than half of its 
original number, and mostly female. Only 
41 would march across the stage in Shel-

don Hall, rebuilt from a devastating fire 
in January 1941. The men would return 
as veterans, however, and go on to gradu-
ate in 1947, 1948 and 1949. Even today, 
reunions include members of classes from 
1940 to 1949, many married to each other.

Calm before the storm
All that turmoil was just a blip on the  
horizon as the Class of 1945 got off the 
train or bus to begin their undergraduate 
adventure. 

“The railroad came into Oswego at 
that point and it was a nice day,” said  

Denham Griffin. “The nice taxi cab  
driver said he had a good room for us, so 
my buddy and I said, ‘We’ll look at it.’” 

At that time most students lived  
in private homes, three or four to a  
room. Thanks to that cabbie’s advice, 
Denham and his friend the late Tom 
Richardson ’46 (who would become 
president of New Jersey’s Montclair State 
University) landed the jackpot — single 
rooms for $3 a week. “We were very 
pleased,” he added. Even after $3 a week 
for a supper meal at Herbie’s Diner, that 
left them plenty of money for books . . . 
and courting the girls. 

Sylvia Norton Griffin ’47 lived during 
freshman year in Dubuque’s house, along 
with seven other girls, and worked to pay 
for her room and board. Later she would 
live in the Chetney house. “They had 20 
girls, but only one bathroom. The tub was 
in a separate room,” she recalled. 

Liz Grieve Leal ’45 lived in Shady 
Shore with President Ralph and Mrs. Alice 
Swetman. She did odd chores around the 
house for her room and board. “I was a 
‘handy helper’ . . . I got Dr. Swetman’s 

“Everything changed  
when we came out  

of the movie theatre  
Dec. 7. First thing  

we asked was,  
‘Where is Pearl Harbor?’ 

We didn’t have  
Mrs. [Isabel] Hart’s  

geography course yet.”
— D e n h a m  G r i f f i n  ’ 4 7

Facing page: The Class of 1945 when they 
entered in 1941. Above: The 1945 graduat-
ing class.

Servicemen from the Class of 1945.  
Top right: Seplowitz. Above left: Wohl
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breakfast and made Mrs. Swetman’s coffee 
and took it up to her. She liked to stay in 
bed and practice bridge hands.”

After finding a place to live, the frosh 
had to go through orientation. “One of the 
upperclassmen would write you a letter 
before school opened and he was your big 
brother and he explained what to expect,” 
said Ernie Leal ’47. 

At that time freshmen orientation was 
a little different than today’s version. 

“They used to hit you with paddles,” 
said Ernie, referring to the playful tradi-
tion. “And you had to wear an Oswego 
beanie and you had to sing all four stanzas 
of ‘O Blue are Ontario’s Waters.’”

In UnIform 
Shortly after Pearl Harbor, Oswego stu-
dents began enlisting in the armed forces.  
Throughout the war, they would leave, 
some never to return. 

“A number from our class were killed, 
and there was no one to help us with that,” 
remembered Norma Sutherland Church 
’45. “Three men I dated were part of that.”

Others spent years in the service,  
returning to Oswego when discharged. 
Bill Gallik ’47 was in the original class of 

“60-Day Wonders.” He 
received his commission at 

Notre Dame University. “They 
decided we weren’t so wonderful 

— they gave us two more months.” He 
would serve on Chichi Jima and Guam. “I 
was on board a ship for 10 months before I  
became commanding officer.”

Ernie Leal had to wait a bit. “A lot 
of fellows enlisted right after Pearl Har-
bor, but I was 18 and you had to be 21, 
and my parents wouldn’t let me.” He 
would enter the reserves for a six-month 
stint in the fall of 1942 and be shipped  
right out.  

Davis Parker ’47 signed up in 1943 
and was trained as a weatherman. He 
spent two years in New Guinea before fin-
ishing his schooling. After he returned he 
would move to the Rochester area, where 
he met and married his wife of nearly 61 
years, Jane.

President Ralph W. Swetman and 
other professors wrote frequent letters to 
student-servicemen abroad. Dave Parker 
remembers the librarian Mary Hennessey 
writing to him. One letter from Swetman, 
dated Aug. 15, 1945, filled the guys in on 
the annual summer session at Shady Shore: 
“We had a wonderful evening at the tradi-
tional weiner roast last night. The swim-
ming was perfect, the hot dogs were still 
hot dogs (with the inevitable indigestion), 
but the community singing which fol-
lowed was really good — with the best in 
barber shop harmonies.”

Swetman concluded, “Even as this  
letter is being written, the thrilling news  
of the Russian entry into the war, the 
atomic bomb and the Japanese peace  
feelers, is coming over the radio. It will  
not be long now. When you fellows all get 
back, this college will hum as never before.”

Those boys who were lucky enough 
to survive the war did come back. Many 
would live in Splinter Village, where “the 
wind really whistled through the buildings, 
but we hunkered down and persevered as 
we had learned to do in WWII,” writes for-
mer professor William S. Reynolds ’49, 
a student-veteran who worked as a car-
penter to help maintain the complex. 
Many of the vets would wed their college 
sweethearts and are still married more 
than six decades later.

hIstory-makIng Class
The Class of 1945 was entering Normal 
School at the tail end of the Great Depres-
sion. Parker remembers that times were 
tough economically. “Everybody was in 
the same boat,” he said. “Nobody had 
much money, but we made out OK.” 

“We were content to go to the Oswego 
Theatre,”said Denham Griffin. “Thirty-
three cents in the balcony and 44 cents  
in the orchestra.

“We always sat in the balcony — 10 
cents was a lot, at a nickel for a cup of 
coffee,” he said. “You had one suitcase; 
one or two people had a radio — that  
was rich.” 

“Every dorm had one phone —  
because the boys called for dates,” added 
Sylvia. “There were only three or four cars 
on campus, and they mostly belonged  
to handicapped guys. The girls didn’t  
drive generally.”

The Class of 1945 would make Oswego 
State history as well, as the college changed 
from a normal school to a state teacher’s 
college in their freshman year. They had  
a special way to express their joy.

“When we started there was a big  
sign in front of the two buildings —  
it read State Normal School,” said  
Denham. “In the spring, when the State 
Legislature gave a degree to the elementary 
education girls, we ripped down the sign, 
carried it through town and threw it in  
the river.” Parker added, “Wish we had  
it back!”

Norma Church remembered the 
sign-tossing incident as well. “We made  
a circle and sang the alma mater,” she  

Ernie Leal ’47 
remembers having to 

wear a freshman bean-
ie and sing the alma 

mater for orientation.

Class of 1945 officers were from left: the 
late Dorothy LeBlanc Warner ’45, presi-
dent; the late Elizabeth Carroll Vernon ’45, 
former secretary; Dorothy Emmanuel 
Paul ’45, secretary; the late Rosalie 
Carroccio Brezina ’45, vice president; 
and Margaret Kambas ’45, treasurer.
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Friday Night Fun
in a more innocent time, Oswego students had  
simple fun.

“We used to have a dance in the gym every 
Friday night and once in a while there was a formal,” 
said Denham Griffin ’47. “And we would put up 
drapes all the around the gym and it would hide all 
the ugly walls.”

Ernie ’47 and Liz Grieve Leal ’45 courted at 
those dances. “We did a lot of dancing. We had 
great music back then: Glenn Miller, Tommy dorsey 
records,” said liz. 

Bill ’47 and Betty Reid Gallik ’45 share a simi-
lar story. They loved to attend the dances and other 
activities set up by the SRA, the Student Recreation 
Association.

“he was in a fraternity; i was in a sorority,” recalled Betty. “We were sort of 
privileged. We went to six formals.”

They didn’t meet at a dance, however. Their courtship had a bit more bounce to 
it. “Pingpong tables were set up in the hallway and that’s how Bill and i met,” Betty 
recalled. They would play the game during their breaks and something happened that 
made her realize he cared. “We had lockers on that side and Bill said, ‘Why don’t you 
keep our pingpong paddles in your locker so we don’t lose them?’” Betty recalled. 

The romance that began over a game of pingpong would be kept alive by letters 
overseas during Bill’s service and the couple were married when he returned home. 
They celebrated their 63rd wedding anniversary in July .

Norma Sutherland Church ’45 recalls the dances well. One cold, snowy night 
she went to an Arethusa formal at a hotel on the eastside of Oswego. “All the girls 
were dressed in beautiful gowns, silver slippers and velvet evening coats,” she said. 
When the dance ended, the plows had not been out and they would have to walk 
across the town and up the hill in their finery. Art Professor Aulus Saunders came 
to pick up his wife, who was the house mother, and gave the girls a lift in his car, 
so they didn’t have to walk all the way back. 

“The best thing i got out of Oswego is right here,” said denham Griffin, gestur-
ing to his wife of 62 years, Sylvia Norton Griffin ’47. “We met on halloween 
night 1942; our favorite joke is: i’ll take my mask off if you take your mask off.” l

— Michele Reed

said. “A policeman tried to get us to  
disperse because we didn’t have a permit 
for a parade.”

The campus was honored by a visit 
from Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt. The late 
Betty Burden ’45 and the late M. Carol 
McLaughlin ’45 were among those to 
formally greet the First Lady on the  
steps of Old Main (now Sheldon Hall). 
“I remember they had a few of us who 
were president of our groups shake hands 
and talk with her,” remembered Betty 
Reid Gallik ’45, who was president of the 
Women’s Athletic Association.  

“I kept looking at her; she had this great 
big diamond pinky ring,” remembered Liz 
Leal. “She wasn’t a very good-looking lady 
but that big diamond just caught your eye. 
At that stage [of life] you were interested in 
that kind of thing.” 

Mrs. Roosevelt was instrumental  
in bringing the Jewish refugees to Fort 
Ontario, the only place that housed 
World War II refugees on American soil. 

“We had some of the refugees in our 
classes,” remembered Norma. She and 
her roommate had two over for supper 
and the guests reciprocated by inviting 
the girls to a special concert at the fort. 

While there were only two build-
ings on campus — Old Main and the 
IA Building (now Sheldon 
and Park halls) — the war-
time classes were taught by 
faculty whose names grace 
most of the buildings on 
our present-day campus. 
Residence halls are named 
for Jimmy Moreland and  
Isabel Hart, and students 
today attend classes in build-
ings bearing the names of 
Marian Mahar and Gordon 
Wilber. Max Ziel’s name 
adorns the gym. 

The wartime classes: 
They had seen history, made 
history and will always be 
a big part of the history of 

SUNY Oswego. l
Friday night meant dance night at Oswego. Each sorority and fraternity hosted a yearly 
formal, too.

Lucky girls had their dance 
cards filled with willing 
partners.
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By Shane M. LieBLer

rommel Wood ’07 managed to gradu-

ate from high school without owning a 

mobile phone. She was one of the last of 

her friends to get one in college.

Today she’s on the cutting edge of 

technology in a field best described as 

social media marketing. 

Wood spends a good portion of her 

work days logged on to Facebook and 

Twitter, but you can be sure she’s not 

tending a virtual farm or sounding off on 

the day’s “trending topics.”

Wood is a social media planner and 

what she does online — working with 

various companies on their digital image 

— is strictly business. Her employer, 

GyroHSR, is a primarily business-to-

business marketing agency specializing in 

Web 2.0 strategies.

“I’m looking for something that is a 

predictor: ‘OK, I see a lot of people are 

updating from their phones, maybe I 

should get that app and see what it’s all 

about,’” explains Wood, who got her start 

as the social media eyes and ears of the 

Showtime cable network. “People are 

using this for a reason. How can I con-

nect that app to a brand that is trying to 

get its message out in a unique way?”

Social media has changed the way 

people — lots of people — live, learn and 

work in a relatively small period of time, 

says Dr. Ulises Mejias, assistant professor 

of communication studies.

“Before, perhaps, it used to be 

thought of as the domain of young peo-

ple,” he says. “It’s really become a much 

more general social phenomenon.” 

“It’s a revolution that’s here to stay,” 

says Mejias, whose “Introduction to New 

Media” course debuted this semester. 

Touting millions of users and making 

just as many headlines, Facebook and 

Twitter have emerged as the most visible 

social networking services. But, there are 

many others out there, says Wood.

Essentially, they are all platforms 

that allow people to share cool stuff — 

either content or thoughts — with other 

people, like friends, family, fellow fans of 

said stuff and even professional peers. 

It’s also becoming a great marketing tool.

“Social media’s kind of a question 

mark right now and people are still 

skeptical,” Wood says. “I think it’s really 

important that brands start using this 

space with more purpose.

“Clients are curious and they want to 

know what best practices are,” she adds.

The Oswego communication stud-

ies major broke into the social media 

niche with Showtime, where she used 

blogs and other digital spaces to collect 

fan feedback about the premium cable 

channel’s shows. She also maintained 

more than a dozen Facebook pages and 

Twitter feeds for the network.

It sparked a personal obsession of 

sorts with being connected, she said. 

Today the girl who was a “late adopter” 

of mobile technology now monitors her 

iPhone constantly.

“It’s that weird kind of tribal need to 

know what’s going on,” Wood explains. “I 

think it’s become an occupational hazard.”

But maintaining her own online pres-

ence and embracing new technology has 

helped further her young career.

“It’s all about knowing how to use 

it,” says Wood. For example, she uses 

Twitter — a micro-blogging service that 

allows you to share links and thoughts in 

140 characters or less — and sites like 

Tumblr — an emerging site that allows 

users to share various pages they find 

interesting with others — as listening 

tools. 

“I’m passionate about a lot of things, 

this lets me [connect with them],” says 

Wood. “I love to absorb information, I 

love researching things and understand-

ing why and how. I always have to know 

a little bit more.”

For consumers, that means staying 

closer to and knowing more about their 

favorite brands. With Facebook fan pages 

becoming a given in any marketing strat-

egy, Wood finds ways to make the most 

effective use of them and the numerous 

other tools constantly coming on line.

“Mobile and iPad technology are huge 

points of interest for marketers right 

now,” says Wood. It’s the ubiquity of 

such technology that is blurring the line 

between digital and traditional marketing.

“I’m proud of my field,” she says.  

“I want to make a name for myself in 

this field. I want to be a pioneer.” l

Need for Feeds Social media buff carving
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rommel Wood ’07 works in social media 
marketing.
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rommel Wood ’07: Three things 
I love about the web right now.
1. Using blogs as living, breathing resources for  
the stuff you love.

shuffler.fm
People are calling it a combination of StumbleUpon  
and Pandora for music nerds. 

Shuffler FM is a fun way to navigate through thousands 
of music blogs. The web is your player and bloggers are 
your DJs. Double bonus: You can share any song that 
you like on Facebook and Twitter. 

2. Bloggers becoming gurus.

bajillionhits.biz
Comedian, seasoned blogger and 
Internet enthusiast Alex Blagg 
has founded a new digital  
agency and he is making quite 
the splash. By poking fun at 
the thing he loves/hates the 
most (the web and the people 
who work on it), his company, 
Bajillion Hits, might be the 
future of digital marketing,  
in my opinion.

3. Google is going to take 
over the world and i love 
them for it. 

goo.gl
google.com/reader/play
They just made their own URL shortener public. Much 
like bit.ly, but with the ability to sync up with any Google 
Analytics accounts you may have. Viva la Google!

And if you are obsessed with your Google Reader, but 
have little to no time every day to sift through [choices], 
this is an amazing solution courtesy of Google, Google 
Play. It’s like Google Reader Express!
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By Shane M. Liebler

N
oah Clay ’97 is a 
guy who likes to put 
things into simple 
terms. You might 
say he likes to cut 
things down to size 

– both in terms of his work and his nature.
Ask him how big a nanometer is and 

he sets a pencil on the table. Then he asks 
you to picture the entire continental U.S. 
and imagine that pencil sitting in it.

It’s less than a speck … and about as big  
as the units Clay works with as a technical  
staff member at the Cornell University  
Nanoscale Science and Technology Facility.

Clay has been using atoms as build-
ing blocks for the last decade, first with a  

Silicon Valley startup, then as nano- 
 fabrication manager at Harvard Univer-
sity’s Center for Nanoscale Systems and 
now at Cornell. 

Essentially, by dissecting the prover-
bial mouse trap down to its smallest units 
— atoms are one billionth of a meter in 
size — it can be built better.

Clay and his colleagues act as advisors, 
designers and facilitators for more than 
700 clients who use the facility for research 
and development. That’s a lot of different 
mousetraps.

“I love the variety of work that I have 
here,” Clay says.

His personal interest is in biomarkers, 
or tiny signals our bodies emit that might 
help doctors better monitor or predict 
someone’s health. 

Nanotechnology can help create a  
device that reads biomarkers in real time, 
says Clay, whose father passed away from 
lung cancer.

It was his experience in the hospital 
waiting for test results that inspired him. 
He sits on the scientific advisory board  
of Vista Therapeutics, a spinoff of the  
Harvard nanotech lab that focuses on  
better real-time health monitoring.

Biomarkers can, for example, help 
predict heart attacks, but they have other 
applications as well. Again, to make a com-
plicated concept simple, Clay picks up a 
whiteboard eraser in his hand.

“Something that big in the field run-
ning on a cell phone battery could diag-
nose various diseases in a remote village” 
using biomarkers, Clay says, likening it to 

Noah Clay ’97 sees the world’s smallest units      making big changes

Nanotechnology:
Bringing things down to size
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fitting an entire laboratory on a computer 
chip. Nanotechnology makes it possible 
for something the size of a Blackberry to 
make the world better.

“My take on technology and efficiency 
is you’re really just making things better,” 
Clay simplifies. For example, the first com-
puters used enough electricity to power 
a small town. “You definitely have more 
computing power than that in your iPod.

“All these little gains are in the  
interest of efficiency,” says Clay. These 
tiny developments also attract big business  
interested in the biological, electronic and 
other applications of nanotechnology.

Nanotech research has exploded in 
recent years. To give it some perspective, 
Clay remembers Harvard’s facility had 300 
users when he started there. After three 
years, that number had climbed to more 
than 1,100.

Obviously, there is a seemingly endless  
bounty of discoveries to be made. Less  
obvious is the use for things that have  
already been created. 

Some may take a while to come to 
fruition, says Clay. As an example, light-
emitting diodes or LEDs have numerous 
applications today — particularly in cell 
phone and other video displays — but 

no one knew what to do with them in the 
1960s when they were developed.

A lot of users are looking for the next 
LED, the next thing that changes our lives, 
Clay says. Many are venture capitalists or 
representatives of major corporations. For 
instance, Xerox and Corning have created 
prototypes at Cornell.

Their projects can take anywhere from 
a few weeks to a few years, depending on  
results. The costs can easily range in the 
millions of dollars.

A look at the intricate machinery  
in the clean room in the basement of  
Duffield Hall at Cornell hints that the  
processes going on here aren’t cheap. 

There are ultra-powerful microscopes 
that take up entire rooms. They reveal 
atoms and their electrons on computer 
screens that constantly flicker and spit  
out digital numbers that are perpetually 
spinning.

There are vacuum chambers that 
reach from floor to ceiling with seemingly 
countless plugs and pipes sticking out  
of them.

Cornell University students, staff and 
“users” or clients mill about in white Tyvek 
suits, giving the area a deep-space vibe.

And it’s loud in here.

Some of these chambers are kept at 
temperatures close to absolute zero. It 
slows the atoms down so they can be more 
easily observed and manipulated.

The result is a steady whirring that 
quiets to a sterile hum the more time you 
spend here.

Clay has worked in this type of  
environment since the late 1990s. After 
earning his physics degree at Oswego, 
Clay went on to study electrical engineer-
ing at Tufts University.

His first two employers, Goodrich 
Corp. in New Jersey and Infinera in  
California, used nanotechnology to  
produce computer chips. From there  
he went to Harvard, where he managed  
a facility similar to Cornell’s.

“There are certain times over the 
course of your education you think, ‘I’m 
never going to use this,’” Clay says. “All 
those calculus and physics courses I took 
[at Oswego], I use every day in my job.”

Every day he is on the brink of a 
breakthrough and it’s a thrill he can look 
forward to each morning.

After all, his next tiny discovery could 

be the next big thing. l

Noah Clay ’97 sees the world’s smallest units      making big changes

Nanotechnology:
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Standing waist-deep in rushing waters, Capt. Robert 
Burke ’05 patiently threads his tackle.

His rod tightly tucked under his arm, he pinches the 
line to tie the fly.

Amid the shimmering waters, he clutches the reel and 
casts. The metronome motion scrapes the fly gently on 
the water. The line moves in gentle loops and waves.

Here in this natural sanctuary, Burke’s head runs as 
clear as the water. For him and his fellow soldiers, it’s a 
place to heal, hope and think.

Fishing for Hope By Shane M. Liebler

S
tanding on the cold, dark 
streets of a village near 
Hawijah, Iraq, then-1st Lt. 
Robert Burke carefully leads 
his platoon.

His rifle tightly tucked 
under his arm, he clutches the trigger  
as he steps closer to inspect a residence. 
The weapon protects him from enemy 
insurgents who might be waiting inside.

As he approaches the house, there’s a 
bright flash of gunfire followed by dark-
ness and the distinct sound of a Black 
Hawk helicopter rotor beating the wind.

Burke had been shot in the arm, leg 
and torso. Another bullet had blown the 
chinstrap of his helmet off his face. He  
was immediately flown to Germany and 
then to Walter Reed Medical Center in 
Washington, D.C.

“Am I going to be able to pick up a 
bat again?” the Laker infielder remembers 
thinking on that medevac flight in 

February 2008. “Would I be able to pick 
up a glove and play catch with my [kid] 
in the future? 

“Am I going to be able to do my job 
again?”

‘OK, I’m alive.  
What do I do next?’
It would take two and a half weeks for 
Burke to start walking again and some six 
months before he was released from the 
Warrior Clinic at Walter Reed.

Those were pretty dark times for 
Burke, who had always been an athlete 
and was anxious to return to the military.

The first thing I realize is “OK, I’m 
alive. What do I do next?” says Burke. He 
knew he wanted to marry his fiancée and 
continue his Army career, but beyond 
that, he felt limited in what he could do.
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His mood changed when he met a 
fellow soldier at Walter Reed. A survivor 
of a roadside bomb explosion, he had 
died and been revived several times on 
the operating table.

“What are you doing this weekend?” 
the soldier posed to Burke. That was his 
introduction to Project Healing Waters, 
a national organization that promotes 
fly fishing as therapy for wounded 
servicemen and women. It was also a new 
beginning for Burke.

“This was something that gave me a 
little hope that if I can do this, I can do 
anything,” he says. “[Fishing is] quiet. You 
get a lot of time to think, a lot of time to 
wonder. It can help you connect to the 
thought process of the way you were.”

A call to service
Oswego sophomore Rob Burke was 
getting ready to head to class — a 
100-level meteorology course, he 

remembers — when the World Trade 
Center was attacked by terrorists Sept. 11, 
2001. It made an immediate impact. 

“I was considering quitting school 
and enlisting,” says Burke. “I think I 
had the overall goal of doing some type 
of service, military or civil. That kind 
of service molds somebody. It makes 
somebody a better person.” 

His father, who had dropped out 
of college to enlist in the Marine Corps 
during the Vietnam War, convinced 
him otherwise. So, Burke earned his 
public justice degree and played out his 
collegiate career in baseball. 

But Burke wasn’t interested in going 
pro as a ballplayer or a police officer. 

His  pass ion was  in  serv ice . 
Volunteering in soup kitchens, in high 
school mentoring programs and abroad 
“spurred a feeling of doing service, doing 
something for the greater good,” says 
Burke, who was commissioned second 
lieutenant in the U.S. Army in May 

Top: Capt. Robert Burke ’05 shows his 
catch during a Project Healing Waters  
outing on Maine’s Rapid River in 2008. 
Burke started a Fort Drum Healing Waters 
chapter in 2009.

Above: Burke on patrol in Iraq. He was 
seriously wounded by enemy gunfire in 
2008.
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“It’s pretty hard If you thInk 
about It — you’re sitting in a vehicle 
in Iraq and a roadside bomb goes off. 
the next thing you remember is being in 
Germany a few days later and flying 12 
hours overnight to get to Walter reed,” 
Lt. Cl. Mary King ’76, M.D. says. “It’s 
difficult for me to see young men and 
women who were very productive have 
their lives changed.”

but, she adds, her work is very 
rewarding.

a soldier in the u.s. army reserve, 
king is serving a three-year tour at 
Walter reed army Medical Center’s 
Wounded Warrior Clinic. the facility, 
which opened in 2008, is dedicated to 
rehabilitating soldiers from the Iraq and 
afghanistan conflicts.

“this is a first stop,” for wounded 
soldiers, king says. Most often the troops 
arriving directly from the battlefield suf-
fer from concussions or post-traumatic 
stress disorder, or need a limb amputated.

king, who earned a degree in biol-
ogy at oswego before attending medical 
school, has had a practice on Long Island 
since the early 1990s. she was inspired 
to join the reserves after 9/11.

“sept. 11 had a big impact on 
Long Island,” says king. “several of my 
patients lost husbands and a lot of people 
in town were firefighters.”

king did a tour of duty in ramadi, 
Iraq, for four months in 2006. today 
she and three other doctors handle a 
case load of about 200 soldiers apiece at 
Walter reed.

king recently received the 2010 
primary Care Manager of the year 
award from the u.s. army Warrior 
transition Command.

“you take care of the soldiers from 
the time they get out of [Walter reed] to 
the time they medically retire or return 
to active duty,” king says. she likens the 
satisfaction she gets from watching the 
progress of recovering soldiers to watch-
ing a child take his or her first steps. one 
recent patient even completed a 10-mile 
footrace.

“I feel really good about it,” she says. 
“I would be very happy if there were no 
more reason for it. being that that’s prob-
ably not going to happen, I would miss this 
work if it wasn’t here for me anymore.”

— shane M. Liebler

2006 and deployed to Iraq as an infantry 
platoon leader.

For Burke, Healing Waters was 
another call to service — this time to his 
fellow soldiers. Oswego Dean of Students 
Emeritus Bob Rock got involved as a 
member of Trout Unlimited and today he 
participates in PHW outings and fly-tying 
classes.

“[Burke’s] work with Project Healing 
Waters is volunteer and he’s devoted 
himself to it,” says Rock. He’s seen the 
program change lives right before his eyes 
— soldiers who’ve had surgeries, amputa-
tions and mental trauma.

Walk, crawl, run
In the Army, soldiers are taught the 

mantra “walk, crawl and run.” In Project 
Healing Waters, the walk is practicing  

on the lawn, the crawl is casting on  
the pond and the run is getting into  
the river.

“These are small personal victories,” 
Burke says. “Those small victories can 
create opportunity. 

“That gives you confidence and builds 
your self-esteem,” he says.

Burke knew the Salmon River and 
other alluring waters of Central New York 
would be a perfect fit for a Healing Waters 
chapter at Fort Drum, so he set out to 
make it happen.

Now he was the one hanging out on 
the lawn and making practice casts in an 
effort to draw curious Fort Drum soldiers 
to the program, which has chapters coast 
to coast.

“It was great seeing guys get out 
there,” says Burke, who got the Fort 
Drum chapter off the ground in 2009. 

In addition to the personal solace, there 
was plenty of social interaction – Vietnam 
veterans conversing with Iraq vets, Gulf 
War soldiers casting with those returning 
from Afghanistan.

The chapter’s first Salmon River 
outing in September 2009 drew four 
soldiers. There are about 15 active 
members of the Fort Drum chapter. 
Burke plans to do more outings with 
multiple New York chapters this spring.

Last call
Burke is proud of his role in creating the 
Fort Drum Healing Waters chapter and 
while the program has been essential to 
his own recovery, he still heard one more 
calling.

“For me, I felt like I didn’t complete 
my military service,” says Burke, who has 
been stationed in the Kunduz Province of 
Afghanistan since March. “This deploy-
ment was an opportunity to complete my 
healing.”

He wants to settle down in Cicero, 
where he lives with his wife, Catherine 
Maloney Burke ’05. Of course, he wants 
to do more fishing. 

And someday, thanks to those healing 
waters, he will be able to play that game of 

catch with his future son or daughter. l

Alumna Cares for Wounded Warriors

Burke, shown casting on the Salmon River in 2008, credits Project Healing Waters 
with changing his outlook on life after he was injured in the line of duty.
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John Canale ’47, M ’50 is a 
substitute teacher and tutor for 
the Oswego City School District. 
John and his wife have one child 
and three grandchildren. The Delta 

Kappa brother was inducted into 
the SUNY Oswego Athletic Hall 
of Fame in October of 2009. John, 
a former alderman, writes that his 
favorite memories include receiving  
one of Oswego’s first master’s  
degrees in 1950 and leaving for 
combat duty in 1942 to serve in 
World War II. 

Willard MacDonald ’49 resides 
in North Port, Fla., and has two 
children and two grandchildren. 
After attending Oswego, he attained 
his master’s from the University 
of Maryland. Willard now enjoys  
tennis in his spare time and writes 
that he had a great time while at  
Oswego. 

1 9 5 0 s

Herbert Swords ’51 is now 
retired and moved to Cincinnati, 
Ohio. While attending Oswego, 
Herbert was active in the Sons of 
the Wilted Wallet, as well as EPT. 
He writes that his favorite Oswego 
memory was “metal spinning at the 
college’s display at the State Fair in 
Syracuse.” 

Natalie Ringer Tatz ’51 is retired 
and currently splits her time between 

Scarsdale and Deerfield Beach, Fla. 
She has two children and five grand
children. In her free time, Natalie likes 
to create sculptures and stained glass 
pictures. She writes that her favorite 
Oswego memories include “great 
friends, time at the lake, and the boat 
trip with the school across the lake to 
Canada.”

Robert Ullery ’51 has retired 
from the New York State Education  
Department and now resides in  
Arlington, Va. He and his wife, Helga, 
have six children and 12 grand
children. Robert was active in both 
band and orchestra and writes that  
his favorite memory while at Oswego 
was “life in the ‘tar paper’ shacks.”

Call us at: 315-312-2258
E-mail us at: alumni@oswego.edu
Fax us at: 315-312-5570
Visit our website at:
oswego.edu/alumni

JUNE 10-12

1941 70th

JUNE 10-12

1946 65th

JUNE 10-12

1951 60th

JUNE 10-12

1956 55th

JUNE 10-12

1961 50th

JUNE 10-12

1971 40th

JUNE 10-12

 30th

JUNE 10-12

2001 10th

JUNE 10-12

1936 75th

JUNE 10-12

1931 80th

JUNE 10-12

20th

JUNE 10-12

’80, ’81, ’82 
30th Reunion

JUNE 10-12

1966 45th

JUNE 10-12

1986 25th

JUNE 10-12

’05, ’06, ’07 
5th Reunion

JUNE 10-12

1941 70th

JUNE 10-12

1946 65th

JUNE 10-12

1951 60th

JUNE 10-12

1956 55th

JUNE 10-12

1961 50th

JUNE 10-12

1971 40th

JUNE 10-12

 30th

JUNE 10-12

2001 10th

JUNE 10-12

1936 75th

JUNE 10-12

1931 80th

JUNE 10-12

20th

JUNE 10-12

’80, ’81, ’82 
30th Reunion

JUNE 10-12

1966 45th

JUNE 10-12

1986 25th

JUNE 10-12

’05, ’06, ’07 
5th Reunion

Class Notes

Members of the Class of 1960 celebrated their golden anniversary in June at Reunion Weekend 2010. Pictured at Shady Shore, front row, left to right, 
are: Stuart Douglas, Cale Douglas, Willard “Bill” Kesel, Sal Canzoneri ’59, Judy Kaiser Canzoneri, John Podstupka, Arlene Madalena Weyer, Carol Moehler 
Harrison, Phyllis Teta Myers and President Deborah F. Stanley. Second row, from left, are: Gerrie Maldonado Jordan, Mary Wall Jones, Edee Zeidner 
Tenser, Janice DenBleyker Hutko, Barbara Gilbert Bernstein, Carole Blum, Lilli Iori Brehm, Cecile Turner Whitney, Fran Poillon Campbell and Mary Canale 
Ghent. Third row, from left, are: Geraldine Humphrey, Marilyn Cox Sherman, Margery Nickles McGuire, Diane Damon Geloff, Annette Rinaldo Liebezeit, 
Grace Siliato Siciliano, Kathleen “Tina” Dyer, Audrey Chaback Straus and Marcia Abernathy Couch. Fourth row, from left, are: Elizabeth DeVito, Bob 
Larsen, Robert Vienne, Betty Matthews Vienne, June Gehm Tryon and Nancy Lehner Manning. Back row, from left, are: Valerie Schoff Nicholson, Barbara 
Holmes Meyer, Judy Conlin Ilnitzki, Lida Kucko Kruse, Mary-Lloyd Burns Burroughs, Charles Casler, Janet Neumeister Leonard, David Mead, Janet Flugger-
Stile Delaney, Curtis Cooper, Tom Bowes, Joanne Subach Larkin, Walt Ramsey, Dolores Malorzo Ferlo, Janice Stoutner Esse, Mary Ellen Clarke St. Amour, 
Joe Farmer, Fred Monner, Vincent D’Ambrosio, Joan Fowler D’Ambrosio, Sue Lechner Goetz, Jeanne Kuelling Ludwig, Raymond Mann, Tom Smolinski, 
Betty Ricchi Pronko, Gwen Porter Watkins, Helene Sharo Mann, Jim Tynan, Cynthia Savas Vlatas, Bob DiFlorio, Winnie Anner Gunsalus and Bill Gunsalus.
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Charles Bebber ’52 currently 
lives in North Carolina with his  
wife, Elizabeth. The couple has three 
children and eight grand children. 
The Beta Tau Epsilon brother is now 
retired and writes that his favorite 
Oswego memory was the graduation 
Torchlight Ceremony. 

Lucie Abrams ’56 now works 
in real estate in Monroe after a  
career in pharmaceutical sales. 
Lucie has four children and writes 
that she enjoys the friendships she 
made while at Oswego to this day. 

Larry ’59 and Janette Scott 
Corey ’60 recently celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary. The 
couple has three daughters. Larry 
worked as the assistant superinten
dent at the Beaver River Central 
School for 30 years, while Janette 
currently works at the school as a 
chapter one math teacher.

1 9 6 0 s
Beverly Braxton ’60 taught 

kindergarten on Long Island for 
six years before moving out to 
California. She began doing profes
sional development in mathematics 
for the University of California at 
Berkeley in 1991 and eventually was 
moved to the UC Office of the Pres
ident where she was an elementary 
mathematics specialist for a state
wide mathematics initiative. She 
fully retired in 2008 and writes that 
she would “like to say hello to all 
alumni from 1960 and wish I could 
be there for our 50th reunion.”

Linda Schultheis Crawford ’60 
currently lives with her husband, 
Stan, in Colorado Springs, Colo. She 
says her teaching career has taken 
her far and wide in her 50 years since 
leaving Oswego, including time in 
Northern Chile and the Southwest 
in Old Town Albuquerque, N.M. 
Linda’s reason for moving around 
so often? “Variety is truly the spice of 
life!!!” she writes.

Walt Ramsey ’60 is living on 
the south shore of Long Island. He 
currently works as a marketer for a 
fuel additive called Mileage Maxx 
and says his job there has kept him 
busy and out of trouble. Walt writes 

that he had such a good time at his 
50th reunion in June that he is now 
trying to organize another one, this 
time for his Sig Tau brothers. 

Janet Finocchiaro Sczupak ’61 
has retired from teaching and is now 
splitting her time  between Fulton 
and Fort Myers, Fla. Janet and her 
husband, Joseph, have two children 
and three grandchildren. The former 
Alpha Delta Eta sister now enjoys 
participating in the Women’s Club 
of Fulton, the Marathon Bridge and 
the Fulton Reading Circle. 

Nancy Riffanacht Sorgen ’61 is 
currently a substitute teacher after 
retiring from teaching full time in 
2002. She lives with her husband, 
Herbert, in Saugerties. Nancy, who 

is a Delta Kappa Gamma member 
and also won a Fulbright Scholar
ship while attending Oswego, now 
enjoys Garden Club, hiking and 
taking care of her grandchild in her 
spare time.

Marlene Barrera O’Connor ’62 
recently returned from Israel and 
Petra, Jordan, and is busy at the 
World Golf Foundation in St. Augus
tine, Fla. She writes that “if anyone 
in the 1962 class lives in Florida, it 
would be great to hear from you 
and learn of your life in Florida.”

Charles Plyter ’62 recently 
visited the Oswego campus with 
three of his Phi Sig fraternity broth
ers. “Awesome how the college has 
changed. It was a nice trip down 
memory lane,” he writes.

Margaret Clark Tonkinson ’62 
retired in 2001 as a school coun
selor in the Rochester City School 
District. She then did some travel
ing around the world, including 

stops in Africa, Europe and Mexico,  
as well as areas of the United 
States. She recently returned from  
Milwaukee to see her newest grand
daughter. Margaret still enjoys  
traveling and writes that she is 
looking forward to her 50th class  
reunion in 2012. 

Harriet Goldstein Gorran ’63 
retired from her position as special as
sistant to the academic vice president 
at the City University of New York’s 
John Jay College in 2004. After spend
ing some time traveling, she now  
enjoys taking care of her grand
children. She writes that she would 
love to hear from any old friends who 
live in the New York suburbs. 
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THE GoLF CouRSE AND NoT THE PITCHING 
mound was the site for a recent meeting of 
three figures from oswego State baseball 
history. From left, Ted Grinnell ’60, Coach 
Emeritus Walter Nitardy and Fred Parrow ’60 
reunited at Battle Island Golf Course in July, 
some 50 years after Ted and Fred played for 
Coach Nitardy at oswego State in the late 1950s.

“Coach Nitardy racked up 503 career wins 
at oswego State and he was our mentor, leader 
and role model,” Ted said.

“Ted was an outstanding right-handed 
pitcher and I was one of those notoriously wild 
and wacky lefthanders,” said Fred. “We had a 
talented team in the late ’50s.

“Coach Nitardy always placed an emphasis 
on playing to win, playing fair and maintaining 
a focus on our studies,” Fred reflected. Nitardy 
was a strong influence on the two men, who 
went on to take his winning advice and create 
successful careers.

The work ethic he practiced under Coach 
Nitardy stood Fred in good stead at Shell oil 
as he beat out Ivy Leaguers on his way up the 
career ladder to a top position in the oil com-
pany. His 36 years at Shell, which began with 
a letter he wrote as an oswego senior, would 
take him from Albany to Worcester, Mass., and 
from Seattle to Houston.

“Coach Nitardy was one great person. We 
all looked up to him and he always was there 

to help,” said Ted, who went on to a 33-year 
career in teaching technology education. During 
six years in the Sodus district, the oswego 
Baseball Hall of Famer coached baseball, and 
while at Horseheads for 27 years, he spent 
some time coaching soccer.  

The years melted away when the three 
finally reunited this past summer. “We came 
together as old friends with a common oswego 
State bond that allowed us to make a new 
memory that will always remain fresh in our 
minds,” concluded Fred.  l

Dugout Pals Dig into Diamond Days

Three baseball greats got together this summer. 
From left are Ted Grinnell ’60, Coach Emeritus 
Walter Nitardy and Fred Parrow ’60.
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Robert W. Christmann ’67 
has recently been elected president 
of the New York State Council of 
School Superintendents for the 
20102011 school year. He was also 
inducted to a twoyear term on the 
Governing Board of the American 
Association of School Administra
tors, the organization representing 
school superintendents nationally. 
Bob currently serves as superinten
dent of the Grand Island Central 
School District near Buffalo. 

Regina Dodson ’69 has been 
hired as an adjunct faculty mem
ber at USC the Business College  
in Utica. She is also a Professional 
Development Center trainer at 
Clinton Central School. 

1 9 7 0 s
Nelson Bauersfeld ’70 has 

retired after spending 37 years in 
education, including the last 12 as 
a school superintendent. Rest and 
relaxation may have to wait still,  
as he plans on going back to school 
to obtain his law degree. “You 
don’t need to stop giving back just  
because you’re retired,” Nelson 
told the Syracuse Post-Standard. “If 
you have the talent and energy, you 
should just keep going.”

James McCarthy ’70 serves 
as a Supreme Court Justice for  
New York state. James and his wife, 
Pauline, have four children. The 
Psi Chi Honor Society member  

and Beta Tau Epsilon brother now  
enjoys karate in his free time. 

Joseph Lazarski ’73 has been 
named the new principal of Trinity 
Catholic School in Oswego. Joseph 
most recently has been working  
as an adjunct professor at SUNY 
Oswego. 

Kate Timm ’74 has been work
ing as a local artist and art instructor 
at Oswego. Known for her still life 
art, she recently served as a judge for 
the Fulton Art Association’s 37th 
annual art show in May. 

Stephen Chirello ’77 had his 
business, Steve Chirello Advertis
ing, named 2010 Small Business of 
the Year by the Greater Oswego
Fulton Chamber of Commerce at 
its annual meeting in May. 

Peter Serron ’77 was hired to 
be part of the U.S. management 
team of Market Probe, a major  
market research and consulting  
organization. 

Timothy J. Gilchrist ’79 has been 
appointed president of the Moyni
han Station Development Corp. by  
Gov. David A. Paterson. Before that, 
he served as the governor’s senior 
advisor for transportation and infra
structure, as well as other positions in 
his cabinet.

Oswego Fostered Love of 
Dolphins, Theatre
RiTa iRwin ’77 CALLS 
HER CoWoRKERS HER 
FAMILy. Never mind that 
some of them have flippers. 

Irwin, president and CEo 
of Dolphin Research Center 
in Grassy Key, Fla., has made 
a living out of researching  
and teaching the public 
about dolphins. Featuring  
20 bottlenose dolphins as 
well as California sea lions, 
the center hosts narrated 
behavior sessions, education-
al presentations and interac-
tive programs for the public. 

It is also the southern-
most manatee rescue opera-
tion in the country. As president, Irwin is responsible for  
taking care of the marine mammals, as well as maintain-
ing the direction and mission of the entire center and its 83 
employees. 

Despite the stark differences, Irwin still finds a way to 
see parallels between the paradise-like city she resides in now 
and the notoriously chilly Port City, especially when looking 
out into the water. 

“We used to look out onto the lake and see the snow-
storms coming,” Irwin said. “Now I’m in the Florida Keys 
looking at the Gulf of Mexico. It’s very similar to being on 
campus and looking at the lake, but instead of snowstorms, 
it’s rain storms.” 

Born and raised in New york City, Irwin’s first taste  
of small-town living came when she arrived at oswego for 
college. It was an experience she says she still cherishes, and 
one that helped her make the decision to move to Florida, 
where she met her husband, Dan Gallagher. 

“When I came to the Keys, I was so attracted to the 
research center and oswego helped me realize I could move 
out of a big city. I like the small town experience and oswego 
was the only small town I lived in before I came to the Keys.” 

outside of the job, Irwin has also found time to be active  
in the community, especially in the theatre scene. She recently 
co-wrote a musical and it is set to debut in March. Titled  
“Act Now,” the production is about an audition at a community 
theatre and the lives and decisions of the people at the theatre. 
A theatre major while at oswego, she credits her time working 
on productions at college for her latest accomplishment. 

“[Writing and directing a musical was] a lifelong dream 
of mine. All of the hours I spent in the oswego theatre have 
paid off.”  l

— Kyle C. Gargan ’11 

Rita irwin ’77 is president and 
CEo of the Dolphin Research 
Center in Florida.
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Peter Bernhardt ’74, left, visited campus last autumn to give a lecture 
that was the centerpiece and conclusion of SuNy oswego’s celebrations  
of both Charles Darwin’s 200th anniversary and the 150th anniversary  
of the publication of On the Origin of species. Bernhardt, a professor 
of biology at St. Louis university, is the author of wily Violets and 
Underground Orchids: Revelations of a Botanist and gods and goddesses 
in the garden. During his visit he spoke with classes taught by his mentor, 
Professor of Biology James Seago, as part of the oswego Alumni 
Association’s Alumni-in-Residence program. 
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John T. Cretaro ’80 recently 
celebrated the 30th anniversary of 
his ordination as a Catholic Per
manent Deacon. John has served in 
multiple parishes in Oswego Coun
ty, and with his wife Jo Anne, has 
served overseas in France and as a 
missionary in CongoZaire, Africa. 
He is currently a resident deacon at 
a parish in Mobile, Ala. 

Karen Flugel Jordan ’80 has 
been a teacher for the Shenen
dehowa School District. She and  
her husband, Richard, have seven 
children. 

Mark Doyle ’81 and his wife, 
Diana, authors of the Managing the 
Waterway cruising guide series, have 
decided to overhaul the design of 
their boating series. An illustrated  
chart guide that will feature an  
indepth planning chapter, chart 
screen shots, and hundreds of navi
gation photos will now be included 
in the series. 

Thomas Mark Pragel ’81, M 
’83 works as a educational tech
nologist for the U.S. Department of 
Defense educational branch. Over 
the course of his teaching career, 
Thomas won Teacher of the Year 
both in 1993 and 2001. The former 
Technology Club member now 
enjoys spending time participating 
in the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, the Loyal Order of 
Moose and Knights of Columbus. 

Dawn Zuckman Romano ’81 
is employed as an information secu
rity officer at Christiana Care Health  
System. She and her husband, Tony, 
reside in Marlton, N.J. Dawn, who 
was active in the Jewish Student 
Union and the Women’s Cen
ter while enrolled at Oswego, now  
enjoys helping out Boy and Girl 
Scout troops. 

Monique Hilton Jacobs ’82 
received an Award of Merit for 
Distinguished Achievement for her 
work in Careers Without Limits, a 
course guide for the Capital Region 
BOCES Career & Technical School, 
Albany and Schoharie. The guide 
was written by Monique and also 
features photography by her. 

Jacqueline Wilbur ’82 was re
cently promoted to senior director of 
career development at the MIT Sloan 
School of Management. Her new 

responsibilities include providing 
career services for all graduatelevel 
students and alumni. 

Randy Eady ’83 authored and 
published an article in the 2010 
International Council on Active 
Aging Developer’s Guide titled 
“Changing the Outdoor Environ
ment: Creating Therapeutic Gar
den Landscapes.” After returning 
stateside at the end of September, he 
plans on working and taking classes 
in San Diego. 

William C. Grossman ’84 has 
joined the Buffalo office of Jaeckle 
Fleischmann & Mugel LLP, as spe
cial counsel in the firm’s litigation 
and bankruptcy and restructur
ing practice groups. William had 
a 20year career at National Grid 
USA Service Co./Niagara Mohawk 
Power Corp. Most recently, he 
served as deputy general counsel 
at Counsel Financial Services LLC. 
William earned his law degree from 
Western New England College 
School of Law.

Arthur C. Reardon ’86 has 
been named to the newlycreated 
position of chief technology offi
cer for Universal Stainless & Alloy 
Products Inc. As CTO, Arthur will 
oversee all company laboratory  
capability testing and analysis, 
among other duties. 

Mike DeCandido ’87 was 
named senior vice president of 
Call Center Operations for Com
cast Corp. He previously served as 
a senior vice president for Bank of 
America. 

Steve Levy ’87 and his wife, 
Aniosca, recently welcomed the  
addition of a daughter to their  
family. Harper Victoria Levy was 
born May 26. 

Jill Spelina ’89 has been 
awarded the Christian R. and Mary 
F. Lindback Foundation Distin
guished Teaching Award for her 
work as an associate professor  
at Delaware County Community 
College. The award is presented 
annually to fulltime faculty who 
demonstrate excellence in teaching 
students at colleges and universi
ties in the Greater Delaware Valley  
Region of Pennsylvania. 

Members of the Class of 1985 celebrated their silver anniversary at Shady Shore during Reunion Weekend 2010. 
Pictured front row, left to right, are: Jennifer Giannone oldeack, Susan Eicher Hemmer, Frann Skolnick Weinstein, 
Cathleen Spadalik Falk, Mary Ann Ciriello Smail, Krista Baechelen Lissner and Kate Fazio Theobald. Second row, 
from left, are: President Deborah F. Stanley, Christopher Barrett, Ed “opie” Walch, David Sussman, Peter Kahn, Sue 
Sieckmann LoVullo and Raymond Schmitt. Third row, from left, are: Steven Slovak, Timothy Fitzmaurice, Cheryl 
Cutaia Simonian, John Spencer and Kathy Landsiedel Algieri. Fourth row, from left, are: Laura Schmelke Condon, 
Dawn Lasker Hamdi, Maryann Carson Mack, Jennifer Carey, Mark Botwinick and Gail Healy Burns. Fifth row, from 
left, are: Howard Campbell, Lisa Jackson Collins, Kelley Horan Mast, Lori Kalamanka Kosara, Ellen Cuminale, Karen 
Santspree Cornwell, Marian Marino, Dan White  and Doreen Mochrie Tuohy. Back row, from left, are: Nancy Nigro 
Schluter, Patty Nemazi Russell, Daniel o’Neill, Lynda Julian Faulks, Wendy Harwood DelBello, John Faulks, William 
Shine, Susan Lotosky Shane and John Manser.
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Paul Westfall ’91 has been 

named director of member contact 
centers for the Western and Cen
tral New York branch of AAA. He 
previously served as vice president  
of customer service for HSBC 
Mortgage Corp. 

Sandra Bienkowski ’92 works 
as a freelance journalist in Ashe
ville, N.C. While at Oswego, she was 
news editor for The Oswegonian. 

Michelle Massaro Bandla ’93 
and her husband, TJ, are proud to 
announce the birth of a baby boy, 
Mason Alexander. He was born Jan. 
27 in Syracuse. Michelle has been 
coordinating the firstyear pro
grams at SUNY Oswego for almost  
10 years now and writes that she 
loves the idea of raising a family  
in the area. 

Melissa N. Wertman Brown 
’95 has been named executive 
director/chief steward of cultural 
history of the Buffalo & Erie County 
Historical Society. She had been on 
staff for 12 years and just last year 
helped promote the highly success
ful “Buffalo Bills 50th Anniversary 
Season” exhibit. 

Lisa Weinberg Britt ’96 and 
her husband, Jim, welcomed a 
daughter, Fara Christina, May 27. 
The couple resides in Atlanta, Ga.

Molly Collins ’97 married 
William Farrar on May 29 in  
Framingham, Mass. She works as 
a young adult services librarian in 
Malden, Mass.  

Barry Radez ’97 teaches social 
studies at CoxsackieAthens High 
School near Schenectady. 

Brent Spinner ’97 and Michelle 
Tackett-Spinner ’98 are happy to 
announce the birth of their sec
ond child, Olivia Rose, on May 27.  
Michelle continues to work for  
Oswego’s alumni and development 
office while Brent is a sales manager 
for JUMO USA, a measurement 
and control equipment company.  

Julie Strongson-Aldape ’97 
married Greg Aldape Jan. 10 in 
Maryland. 

Dawn Cowburn Mulcahey ’98 
and her husband, Casey, are proud 
to announce the birth of their first 
child, Sean, on March 19. 

Joe Otter ’98 and Abigail Ritter 
’98 are proud to announce the birth 
of their daughter, Rachel Lucia 
Otter, July 11 in Guilderland.

Regina Evans Geroux ’99, M ’01 
and Timothy Geroux ’00 welcomed 
a daughter, Madelyn Zema, May 25. 
Regina is a firstgrade teacher with 
the VernonVeronaSherrill Cen
tral School District, while Timothy 
works as an independent insur
ance adjuster. The family resides in  
Sherrill. 

IN HoNoR oF HER ACHIEVEMENTS 
in sports broadcasting, Linda Cohn ’81 
recently was inducted into the CableFAX 
Programming Hall of Fame. 

Cohn was inducted during an awards 
luncheon for the third annual CableFAX 
Program Awards, oct. 4 in New york 
City. Cohn was one of eight members 
inducted in this year’s class. Fellow 
inductees included actress Glenn Close, 
NBC universal Cable President Bonnie 
Hammer, oxygen Channel founder 

Geraldine Laybourne and Black Entertainment Television founder 
Bob Johnson.

CableFAX, a multimedia organization designed to keep 
viewers in the know about cable dynamics and news, publishes 
a bimonthly magazine and conducts webinars on how to  
provide training opportunities for cable professionals. 

A longtime personality on ESPN, Cohn earned a bachelor’s 
degree in communications from oswego. She is a member of 
the oswego Athletic Hall of Fame, for her achievements in 
women’s ice hockey, and has served as moderator of the Lewis 
B. o’Donnell Media Summit. She is also the author of a book, 
Cohn-Head: A No-Holds-Barred Account of Breaking into the 
Boys’ Club.  

N e w s m a k E r

Linda Cohn ’81
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“you NEED To Do SoMETHING GREAT.”
The advice of his late father really 

resonated with Richard Clarke ’82 as he 
approached age 50 in April. A few months 
and 19,350 feet later, Clarke reached 
great heights atop one of the world’s  
tallest mountains.

“of all the things I’ve done, this was a 
killer,” said Clarke of scaling Kilimanjaro, 
Africa’s highest peak. “It was just so satis-
fying to get to the top.

“It was just breathtaking — you’re on 
top of the clouds,” he said.

The altitude and air made the four-day 
trek particularly difficult, even for the avid 
cyclist, runner and general adventurer.

To build his endurance in the months 
leading up to his climb, Clarke played  
tennis — for four to five hours a day,  

most days of the week. The strategy 
proved effective in training for his 15-hour 
days walking up Kilimanjaro and develop-
ing a mean backhand.

Clarke nurtured his adventurous spirit 
at oswego, where he loved cycling all 
over upstate New york. Bicycle trips to 
Syracuse, Watertown and Canada are 
fond memories, he said.

Late Professor Emeritus Dr. Girgis 
Ghobrial had a huge influence on Clarke, 
who initially came to oswego for meteor-
ology and graduated with a degree in 
geography. on his trip that included a 
safari and a stop in Eygpt, Clarke recalled 
many of the stories Ghobrial, a native  
of the country, would tell about his  
homeland.  l

— Shane M. Liebler

Alumnus Enjoys ‘Great’ Experience atop Kilimanjaro

Guide Babuu, Richard Clarke ’82, friend Kent 
Hanson and assistant guide Sira stand atop 
Kilimanjaro, roughly 19,350 feet above sea 
level.
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Modern Irish Drama: 
W.B. Yeats to Marina 
Carr, by Professor 
Emeritus Sanford 
Sternlicht ’53, helps 
readers understand 

the background to the modern 
Irish drama and the scope of 
artistic, cultural and intellectual 
achievements in Irish history. 
The book, an updated version 
of the 1988 original, features 
extensive new material and dis-
cusses the lives and careers of 
more than 50 Irish playwrights. 
Syracuse university Press, 
2010.

Richard G. aanonsen 
’59 reflects on the 
power of encourage-
ment and sharing it with 
others in The Power of 
Encouragement. In the 

book, Richard provides guid-
ance to help readers apply four 
elements of encouragement. 
PublishAmerica, 2009.

anna Bellantoni 
napolitano ’60 mixes 
math with fun in Math 
Crossword Puzzles, a 
book designed to help 
young children learn 
math in a more enter-

taining way. The book features 
arithmetic problems that, once 
solved, help fill in the puzzle. 
1stBooks, 2004.

Perry Zirkel ’66 and 
Zorka Karanxha elabo-
rate on the legal rights 
and obligations of stu-
dent teachers in their 

educational law book Student 
Teaching and the Law. The 
book helps provide the frame-
work for the student teaching 

experience and explain the 
issues that schools and student 
teachers should anticipate. 
Rowman & Littlefield Education, 
2009. 

nancy Fichtman 
Dana ’86, M ’88 
and Diane yendol-
Hoppey explain 
the secrets of 
maximizing  

talent among educational  
staff in Powerful Professional 
Development. The book offers a 
variety of tips and tools to help 
promote job-embedded profes-
sional learning among teachers 
and administrators. Corwin, 
2010.

Kellyann Gayer 
’93 and Susan 
Ehmann team up 
to help educa-
tors find men-
tor texts for 

teaching young writers in I Can 
Write Like That. The two help 
provide examples of 27 authors’ 
craft while also providing activi-
ties and workshops on how to 
reinforce what students have 
learned. International Reading 
Association, 2009.

Writing under the 
pseudonym Wesli 
Court, Professor 
Emeritus Lewis 
Putnam Turco 
chronicles the ups 

and downs of the real world in 
The Gathering of the Elders. 
Renowned writer/poet X.J. 
Kennedy calls the book “an 
event calculated to shiver all  
literary seismographs.” Star 
Cloud Press, 2010. 

Alumni Bookshelf
This column celebrates the publishing success of Oswego alumni 

authors, illustrators and recording artists. Please keep us informed 

about new books and audio recordings by requesting that your pub-

lisher or distributor send a copy for the Oswego alumni Bookshelf at 

king alumni Hall.
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Ghana Goal Grips Groce-Wright
ChERyL GRoCE-wRiGhT ’82 HoPES HER LoNG RuN IN 
Ghana goes a long way in helping the country get healthy.

“I’ve been on a mission,” Groce-Wright said. 
In 2009, then-49-year-old Groce-Wright began mixing 

running into her walking routine around Richmond, Va., where 
she lives and works as an education consultant.

“A minute became two and then five and I thought. ‘Well, 
maybe I can train for a race,’” she recalled. With a 10K and 
half marathon under her belt, Groce-Wright turned her atten-
tion to another goal — traveling to Africa.

The former Black Student union member and African-
American studies minor built a lifelong base for activism while 
a student studying communications at oswego. 

“I think that was the beginning and sort of awakening for 
me,” Groce-Wright said of her time at oswego with professors 
emeriti like Kenneth Hall and Alfred young.

In 2000, Groce-Wright met Ghana activist Nana Kweku 
Egyir Gyepi III while he was on a speaking tour. His vision for 
creating a Mecca in Ghana for African natives and descen-
dents all over the world has intrigued Groce-Wright ever since.

She used her newfound love of running to finally make the 
trip to the African nation, running in the Accra International 
Marathon Sept. 26 and raising $1,660 for the Longevity 
Project, funding health initiatives and education in Ghana.

The race took on added meaning when, shortly after she 
arrived for the marathon, Groce-Wright learned her father had 
passed away.

“The race did end up being in honor of my father who ran 
with me the whole way,” she said. “And the rainbow at the 
start of the race told me he was right there with me, and that 
I was right where I was supposed to be.”

While her newly launched consulting service, Kaleidoscope 
Collaborative, focuses on interweaving diversity into educa-
tion, Groce-Wright said she would like to someday work as a 
personal trainer. “I really have been so empowered by running 
and I feel that I can empower other people,” she said.  l

— Shane M. Liebler

Cheryl Groce-wright ’82 ran in the International Marathon Sept. 26 
in Ghana to benefit the Longevity Project. She is pictured here after a 
recent race with her son, Carson.

PH
o

To
 PR

o
V

ID
ED



OswegO l  F a l l  2 0 1 0

C l a s s  N o t e s

41

Shawn Noel ’99 was named 
athletic director for Garrett College 
in McHenry, Md. Shawn previously 
served as assistant athletic director 
at Herkimer County Community 
College. 

David Zabell ’99 recently 
accepted the position of staff  
occupational therapist at Mount 
Sinai Medical Center in New  
York City.

2 0 0 0 s
Kelly Filipkowski ’00 has been 

named an assistant professor of  
psychology at Misericordia Univer
sity in Dallas, Pa.

Christie Tribuzzi Joseph ’00 
obtained her senior professional 
human resources certification from 
the Human Resources Certification 
Institute May 18. 

Michelle VanSlyke Sloan ’00 
and her husband, Tyson, wel
comed a baby girl, Amalia Michelle,  
Nov. 18, 2009, in Syracuse. 

James Farina ’01 married Mel
anie Battaglioli July 25 in Little Falls. 
James works as a middle school 
technology teacher. 

Andy ’01 and Chrissy Sco-
field McIlwraith ’01 are proud to 
announce the birth of a baby boy, 
Avery Samuel, June 22, 2009, in 
West Melbourne, Fla. 

Michael Sperino ’01 is a deputy 
sheriff with the Monroe County 
Sheriff’s Department. He and his 
wife, Teresa, have two children. The 
former track team member now 
enjoys lifting weights and spending 
time with his family. 

Rosemarie Morello Ampha ’02 
has been named the new director 
of special education at Greenwich 
High School in Connecticut. She 
previously served as a special educa
tion teacher at the school. 

Michael Kanick ’02 and his 
wife, Elizabeth, are proud to an
nounce the birth of a baby girl, 
Evelyn Patricia Elizabeth, July 2 at 
Georgetown University Hospital.

Erika Sellar Ryan ’02 has 
joined the law firm of Jordan & 
Kelly LLC in Greenwich. She pre
viously served as assistant county 

attorney in Washington County. 
Erika currently lives in Greenwich 
with her husband, Matt. 

Stephen J. Todd ’03 serves as 
an assistant superintendent for the 
St. LawrenceLewis Board of Co
operative Educational Services. He 
previously was principal of Water
town High School. 

Michael J. Baca ’04 received his 
MBA from Georgetown Universi
ty’s McDonough School of Business 
in May. He works for Wells Fargo 
Securities.

Jackie Luszczek ’04 has been 
named the head coach of the Sage 
College  women’s lacrosse team. She 
serves as the women’s head basket
ball coach for Sage as well. While 
at Oswego, Jackie was a threeyear 

letter winner in basketball and was a 
team captain as a senior. 

Jennifer Perrault Kushner ’05 
recently accepted a position with 
the NBA’s Charlotte Bobcats as an 
account executive. She writes, “It’s 
a fastpaced business, but I can hon
estly say I love my job!”

Rachel Roessel ’05 has been 
playing in the Rochester area with 
the Brighton Symphony Orchestra 
since 2008 and is now a sub with the 
Greece Symphony Orchestra. She is 
predominantly a clarinet player, but 

also doubles on alto sax, flute and 
piccolo. 

Justin M. Devito ’06 married 
Margo Leonhardt June 9 in Mon
tego Bay, Jamaica. Justin works as 
a state corrections officer in Utica. 

Kara Smith ’06 is a commu
nity engagement coordinator for 
the United Way of El Paso, Texas, 
where she also resides.  

Rachel Forman ’07 graduated 
from Marist College with a master’s 
of public administration and is now 
working as a community outreach 
coordinator at Cape Fear Literacy 
Council in Wilmington, N.C. 

Heather L. Charlton ’08 and 
Kenneth J. LaLone ’08 were mar
ried Aug. 7 in Adams at the Adams 
Methodist Church. Heather is now 

THEy SAy MuSIC IS THE 
uNIVERSAL LANGuAGE. 
From oswego venues like  
the DK house or The Patch to 
a ’70s revue tour of Germany 
to special events on the u.S. 
East Coast, Matthew Cutillo 
’95 has been making beauti-
ful music in more than one 
language. 

The lead guitarist for the 
band Morning Wood and a 
German major at oswego, 
Matthew followed his love of 
the language to a semester 
abroad in Goetingen, inspired 
by German Professors Emeriti 
George Koenig and Peter 
Hertz-ohmes. It became a decade-long adventure. 

While he went abroad to hone his language 
skills, Matthew ended up developing his musi-
cal talent as well. “I had been in bands all my 
youth,” says Matthew, who picked up a guitar 
at age 2 to imitate his brother and has kept 
playing ever since. He brought his guitar to 
Germany and played at local venues. “It was 
great,” he says. “I could go out, drink and eat 
all I wanted and come home with a pocket full 
of cash.” 

Singing for his supper got Matthew picked 
up by the Rex Richter Quintet. He would spend 
the next four years touring Germany, playing 
schlage — hit parade songs — and German 
versions of American and British pop hits of 

the ’60s and ’70s. He was on 
the road most days, playing 
at least 200 shows a year 
with the band and eventu-
ally became the lead singer, 
before the group broke up in 
the post-9/11 world economic 
downturn. 

He taught business exec-
utives English in Hamburg 
before returning home in 
2004, to build houses with 
his father’s business before 
once again earning his income 
with his guitar and voice.

He is now one of the 
most popular events enter-
tainers on the East Coast, 

playing “hits from the 1500s to the present.” 
He is currently ranked No. 1 among the 7,000 
acts represented by the booking company 
Gigmasters. 

Now Matthew plays three or four evenings 
a week, performing at weddings, parties and 
birthdays as a solo acoustic guitarist and vocal-
ist. He is up at 3 a.m. practicing his classical 
guitar finger work before spending time with 
his wife and their 3-year-old daughter.

What’s in the future for Matthew? More 
music, and this time, more original work. “I am 
thinking of bigger, better things,” he says.  l

— Michele Reed

Hear Matthew’s songs “white Boat” and “Open 
Road” at oswego.edu/magazine.
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C l a s s  N o t e s

From football to genealogy, history is all about 
people. So is Matthew Urtz ’02, M ’05, who was 
recently appointed historian for Madison County in 
Central New york.

The oneida native’s time in oswego included 
internships at Fort ontario and the Football Hall of 
Fame in ohio.

“Anything in sports — a lot of people focus 
on the numbers. But baseball, football, all of them 
have amazing social aspects,” urtz said.

Today he assists historians in each of Madison 
County’s 16 municipalities, fields questions for a 
“Stump the Historian” newspaper segment and 
handles numerous requests from genealogists near 
and far.  l

1) Greatest moment in football history: Most 
historians point to the Giants-Colts NFL 
championship. But for me personally it was 
probably “The Drive” by John Elway. That was 
when football started to overtake baseball as 
America’s pastime, in my opinion.

2) Greatest moment in your history: The day 
I married my wife.

3) Best history Channel program: MonsterQuest, 
Modern Marvels and Cities of the underworld

4) Little-known Madison County fact: It is home 
to Gerrit Smith, one of six men who helped fund 
John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry. It is also 
home to Colonel William Smith, who was one of 
George Washington’s top aides.

5) Something we didn’t know about SUny 
oswego: SuNy oswego’s original name was 
oswego Primary Teachers’ Training School.

6) Favorite oswego myth: If you are under 100 
pounds and it’s windy, you get excused from 
class.

7) Tough oswego class: Econ 200: Principles of 
Macroeconomics

8) Most interesting query since becoming 
historian: Anytime you get into criminal 
requests prior to 1900, the stories can be quite 
humorous.

9) Most interesting thing about being a 
historian: I love the people, anyone research-
ing their personal history has a great energy 
and excitement that makes the process very 
fun, and if you find information they were look-
ing for, it’s very rewarding.

10) what makes oswego home to you? Good 
friends, great experiences and a cheeseburger 
sub from oswego Sub Shop.

Matthew Urtz ’02, M ’05

10x10+10
1 Graduate Of the Last Decade, 100 words about him + 10 random questions
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Matthew Urtz ’02, M ’05 is 
Madison County historian.

See pictures from our GoLD fall events 
and get involved at oswego.edu/gold



C l a s s  N o t e s

S
ocial networking seems 
like such a new con-
cept for someone of 
my vintage — and so 

incredibly prevalent in today’s 
world. 

The Oswego alumni 
association has begun offer-
ing more of our programs via 
social networks and through 
webcasts to reach more of our 
alumni who cannot attend an 
event on campus in person. 

We have tweeted about reunion Weekend — and other topics 
of interest to our alumni — on Twitter; we have networked with 
graduates on our Oswego alumni LinkedIn group and we have 
connected with you on our Oswego alumni Facebook page.

But, as is the case with so many things, there is the expression,  
“Everything old is new again”! This past summer, my husband,  
Jerry ’77, and I had the opportunity, while on a visit to 
Washington DC, to visit the Smithsonian National museum  
of Natural History with The Fund for Oswego National Chair 
Jack James ’62.

as we toured the exhibit, I was struck by the descriptions in 
the Human Origins exhibit:

“… Building social networks helped our ancestors meet the 
daily challenges of their environments ... Expanding social networks 
led, eventually, to the complex social lives of modern humans.”

“By 130,000 years ago, groups who lived [186 miles] apart 
were exchanging resources. Social networks continued to expand 
and become more complex.”

So ... everything old is new again — even 130,000 years ago 
humans were establishing social networks. and now our networks 
extend to Oswego alumni and friends across the globe, not just 
186 miles away!

Beginning in 2011, look for information about our upcoming 
Sesquicentennial in 2011 as we begin the celebration of our col-
lege’s rich 150-year history. There will be special communications 
and events on and off campus as well as on the Web. and, I’m 
guessing as we celebrate the legacy of our founder, Edward austin 
Sheldon, we will find once again that everything old is new again!

Even though you can stay connected to Oswego through all of 
our social networks and on the Web, please come back and see us 
soon in person. You can check out all of the amazing new improve-
ments on campus. 

By executive  
Director  
Betsy oberst

 Matters
oswego

a substitute elementary school 
teacher for the Watertown City 
School District while Kenneth is  
a graphic designer at Bradley’s  
Trophy and Promotion shops. They 
reside in Watertown. 

Jilene Gardner ’08 has passed 
her CPA exam and received her 
certified public accountant license 
in New York. She is currently a staff 
accountant with Sciarabba Walker 
& Co. LLP.  

Anthony Karge ’08 was award
ed second place in the “InDepth 
Series by a NonDaily Newspaper” 
category by the Society of Profes
sional Journalists for his series of  
articles chronicling the revitaliza
tion attempts by the town of West
port. Anthony is now editor of the 
Westport Patch. 

Jason Siegel ’08 was recently 
awarded first place in the 2010 

Army TenMiler Tshirt design 
contest. The Army TenMiler is the 
largest 10mile race in America. 

Kelvin J. Snyder ’08 has been 
appointed the college unit director 
of the Buffalo area for Northwest
ern Mutual Financial Network. 

Jessica Steinhoff ’08 accepted a 
position as an inside sales assistant 
at Bonnier Corp. in New York City. 
Jessica writes that she is “hoping to 
start applying to graduate schools 
for human resource management 
soon.”

Stephen J. Guckemus ’09 
has graduated from basic infantry  
training at Fort Benning in  
Columbus, Ga. 

Austin Byrd ’10 works as an 
inside sales representative at  
Madison Square Garden in New 
York City.  

Kosuke Kisaka ’09 delivered a Senba Zuru — a 1,000 origami paper crane 
assemblage representing the college’s prayer for peace — to the Children’s 
Peace Monument in Hiroshima this August. Students, faculty and staff  
created oswego’s Senba Zuru following the “Hiroshima Speaks” exhibition 
in Penfield Library in spring 2009.
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Ryan Cady ’05 and ashley Babbitt ’06 were married Aug. 14 at Fox Valley Country 
Club in Lancaster. Pictured, from left to right, are: Katie ostrowski Hammann ’06, 
Jenine Tulledge ’07, Stephanie Jablonski ’05, Jamie D’Amore ’05, the bride, the bride-
groom, Derek Goodroe ’05, Danielle Richie ’06, Gina Desrosiers ’06, Corey Gamble ’06,  
and Kyle Gorman ’07. The couple has a home outside of Buffalo, where Ashley teaches  
ninth grade special education and Ryan is a market development specialist for 
Microsoft. 

Eileen Conlon ’09 married nicholas anderson ’09 July 31 at 
the American Foundry in oswego. Eileen and Nick met through 
mutual friends during their freshman year in Scales Hall. Both 
were members of SAVAC and celebrated the occasion by taking  
pictures in front of one of its ambulances at Breitbeck Park. 
Pictured, from left: Jeremie Dellapenta, Rachel Dellapenta, the 
bridegroom, the bride, Connie Inzinna ’08, and Bryan Easton ’09. 
other alumni in attendance included Sara Bender ’06, Jessica 
Skiff ’07, Erika Burkhardt ’08, Emily Rose ’09, Sarah Fedigan ’09, 
Katie Henry ’09, Katie Whitaker ’09, Chris Dyer ’10, Tom  
Potrikus ’10, James Anderson ’62 and Beth Feary Ginovsky ’75. 
Eileen is currently attending the university of Buffalo for her 
master’s in library science while Nicholas is attending Genesee 
Community College for his associate’s in nursing. 

Stephanie Foreman ’06 and nicholas Lotito ’06 were married Aug. 16, 2008, at 
Jericho’s Terrace on Long Island. Stephanie, an elementary education major, and 
Nicholas, a business major, dated throughout all four years at oswego. Alumni in 
attendance included Shane Hogan ’06, Ryan Braden ’06, Jennifer Calabrese ’06 Ian 
Cella ’06, Elizabeth Ferrel ’06, Christopher Dunnigan ’06, Jon Rhoades, Nicholas 
Lattanzio, Greg Crandell ’06, Jamie Messineo ’07, the bridegroom, Valerie Kahn  
Meltz ’06, the bride, Pamela Lubowsky ’06, Kevin Pytel ’06, Larry Clever ’06,  
Jessica Leo Kenny ’06, Cassandra Beal ’06, Erin Brennan ’06, Michael Crowley ’06,  
CJ Theiss ’06, Bill Gannon ’06. Stephanie is a teacher and Nicholas is a medical  
devices sales rep. The couple resides in Massapequa.
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Jessica Finch ’03 married Daniel o’Neil May 29 in Buffalo. Their guests 
included, from left to right: Julie Scaringe Wassell ’03, Hillary Rowswell 
Piedmont, Sarah Tarquinio youngman ’03, Lucie Bishop ’05, Mike  
Marion ’03, Amanda Lappin ’05, the bride, the bridegroom, Jim  
Hartmann ’03, Kathryn Sippel, Jennifer Weinberg ’03, Sara Warner 
Bambino ’03, Sadie Vimislik Nowak and Jaime Coburn Brown ’03. 

Lauren Sadowsky ’06 married Joseph Slowik in Westbury. Pictured, from 
left: Eric Stone ’05, Ashley Pierce Stone ’06, the bride, the bridegroom, 
Katherine Cummings ’06 and Zachary Southwick ’05. The couple resides  
on Long Island, where Lauren is a teacher.

Paul hoff ’02 and Becky woodard ’02 were married July 21, 2007, in 
Lodi. Their guests included, sitting from left: Amy Miles Manacari ’03, 
the bride, the bridegroom, Anne Marie Duttinger Boardman ’01 and Ryan 
Boardman ’01. Pictured standing are: Matt Manacari ’02, Ann Rodak ’03, 
Melissa Gardner ’02, Nikki Bontomase, Charlene DiStefano Lochner, Perry 
Noun ’02, Chris Coulter, Paul Melton ’03 and James McGrail ’04. Becky is a 
librarian and Paul is a teacher. The couple lives in Valatie.
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I N  m e m o r I a m

Ella Taylor Dale ’36 of Rindge, 
N.H., died July 11. She taught third 
grade for 21 years in Uniondale. Ella 
is survived by a son, four grand
children and a greatgranddaughter.

Hazel Dean Zbytniewski ’36 of 
West Branch passed away June 24. 
She taught for more than 50 years, 
including at West Leyden Central 
School and the Rome City School 
District. Hazel is survived by a son, 
a daughter, four grandchildren and 
three greatgrandchildren.

Thomas Morrison ’42 of New
ark died May 24. He served with the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. After 
the war, Tom opened a radio busi
ness, eventually adding television and 
appliances to the business. He retired 
in 1983. Surviving are his wife, Mary; 
two sons; and three grandchildren.

Lillian Tucker Davids ’46 of 
Morehead City, N.C., died Aug. 2.  
She is survived by her husband, 
Raymond “Buck” ’46; three sons; 
four daughters; 16 grandchildren 
and 12 greatgrandchildren.

Joseph Mondello ’49 of Kitty 
Hawk, N.C., passed away June 3. 
He served with the U.S. Marines 
during World War II. Joe earned 
a master’s degree at St. John’s Col
lege. He taught in Hauppauge 
Public Schools for many years,  
retiring as principal of Pines El
ementary School in 1979. Surviving 
are a daughter, three grandchildren 
and four greatgrandchildren.

Catherine Kovac Muller ’49 of 
Fort Wayne, Ind., died Aug. 2. She 
had been a teacher in New York and 
Pennsylvania. Kay is survived by her 
husband, Richard; a son; and four 
grandchildren.

Coolidge Braley ’52 of Ches
tertown, N.Y., and Bradenton, Fla., 
passed away May 30. Prior to col
lege, he served with the U.S. Army at 
the end of World War II. Coolidge 
earned a master’s degree at St. Law
rence University. He taught indus
trial arts and driver’s education at 
North Warren Central School from 
1952 until his retirement in 1985. 
Surviving are his wife, Lois; two 
sons; two daughters; six grandchil
dren; and five greatgrandsons. 

Joseph Lomonico ’53 of Fair 
Lawn, N.J., passed away June 2, 
2010. Joe served with the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps after graduation. 
He earned a master’s degree from  
Columbia University. He taught at 
Fair Lawn High School for 32 years. 
Joe also established the Fair Lawn 

Driving School in 1959 and it is still 
familyowned. He is survived by his 
wife, Inge Adler ’53; two daughters; 
a son; and seven grandchildren. 

Mary Hilda Judge M ’54 of 
Florence, S.C., died May 15 at the 
age of 103. She received her bach
elor’s degree from the College of  
St. Rose. Hilda taught in the  
Onondaga School District and 
was a remedial reading consultant  
before retiring. She is survived by  
a son, four grandchildren, five 
greatgrandchildren and a great
greatgranddaughter.

Harry King ’54 of Canton died 
July 26. He earned an associate’s 
degree at Canton A.T.I. and a mas
ter’s degree at St. Lawrence Univer
sity. Prior to retiring, Harry taught 
at SUNY Canton. Surviving are three 
daughters and four grandchildren, 
including Samantha MacArthur ’08.

Anthony Romano ’54 of Camil
lus passed away Aug. 7. He served 
with the U.S. Army in the Korean 
War. Anthony earned an engineer
ing degree from Syracuse University 
in 1968. He was employed at Gen
eral Electric for more than 25 years. 
Surviving are his wife, Antoinette 
Solazzo ’55; three sons; a daughter; 
and 16 grandchildren.

Maureen Hartigan Cohn ’56 
of Hammondsport died Aug. 8. She 
taught in Hammondsport Central 
School and was a guidance coun
selor in the Oswego area. Maureen 
is survived by two daughters, a 
grandson, two stepdaughters and 
two stepsons.

Janis Dexter Taylor M ’56 of 
Los Alamos, N.M., died April 16. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree 
at Oberlin College. She taught in 
Evanston, Ill., and Los Alamos. Jan 
is survived by her husband, Dean; 
a daughter; a son; and three grand
children.

Arthur Cardinali ’57 of Falls 
Church, Va., passed away March 
4, 2008. Among his survivors is his 
daughter, Lisa Cardinali Levine ’86. 

Ronald Guyer ’58 of Denton, 
Texas, passed away July 2. He is  
survived by his wife, Annelise.

Arlene Zecher Clough ’59 of 
Ava died Aug. 23. She taught for 
many years in Rome City Schools. 
Arlene is survived by a daughter, 
three sons, nine grandchildren and 
seven greatgrandchildren.

George Gilmore ’59 of Hudson 
Falls passed away Sept. 14, 2009. 
He served with the U. S. Army Air 

Corps. George earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Purdue University in 
1950. In 1949, he cofounded B&G 
Equipment Co., a manufacturer of 
pest control. He went on to work 
in his family’s pest control business 
before deciding on a career in teach
ing. George taught industrial arts 
for 21 years at Hudson Falls Junior 
High School, retiring in 1980. He is 
survived by his wife, Carolyn; two 
sons; and three grandsons, includ
ing Venance Akissi ’08.

Michael Rinko ’60 of New 
Hartford passed away May 13. He 
served with the U.S. Navy Reserves. 
Michael taught in Herkimer, Sara
toga, Greenwich and Utica. He is 
survived by three brothers.

Richard Haug ’61 of Center 
Moriches  died March 8, 2008. He 
is survived by four children and 10 
grandchildren.

Alphonse Salerno ’62 of White 
Plains died Feb. 3. He served with 
the U.S. Army. Al taught in Califor
nia and New Rochelle before open
ing Salerno’s Coach House Restau
rant. He retired in 2005. Surviving 
are his wife, Jennie DiMatteo ’58; 
and a son.

Daniel Whitehead ’67 of Os
wego passed away Aug. 19. He 
served with the U.S. Army. Dan 
taught at Emerson J. Dillon Middle 
School in Phoenix for 33 years. He 
is survived by his wife, Susan Dor-
gan ’65, two sons, and six grand
children.

Mary Wiecha ’67, who taught 
English at Oswego, passed away 
May 4. She is survived by her hus
band, Joseph Wiecha, Distin
guished Teaching Professor Emeri
tus, and three sons, Joseph ’77, 
Charles and John. 

Joan Cserne Knapton ’68 of 
East Nassau died Aug. 28. She re
ceived her master’s degree from 
the University at Albany. Joan is 
survived by her husband, Dean 
’68; two daughters, Amy Cornell 
’91 and Cathy Sweeney; and four 
grandchildren.

Roy Potucek ’70 of Cato passed 
away May 31. Roy served with the 
U.S. Army in Vietnam. He taught in
dustrial arts technology at Liverpool 
High School for 30 years, retiring in 
2000. Surviving are his wife, Diane; a 
son and a grandson.

Robert Gresham ’71 of War
ners passed away Aug. 15. He taught 
technology at Mexico High School, 
retiring in 2004. Surviving are his 

wife, Kathy; two daughters and one 
grandchild.

Curtis Toepp ’74 of Baldwins
ville died July 29. He was employed 
with AnheuserBusch for 28 years, 
retiring in 2008. He is survived by 
his wife, Barbara.

Daniel Tetro ’77 of Fulton died 
July 14. He owned Cavone’s Pizza 
Supply for 18 years. Dan is survived 
by three brothers.

L. Suzanne Bertrand ’78 of 
Hot Springs Village, Ark., died  
Dec. 4, 2009. 

Karen Kaplan ’79 of Gaines
ville, Fla., passed away Nov. 7, 2009. 
She is survived by her parents and 
two brothers.

Peter Mahon ’79 of Waldorf, 
Md., died July 22. He was a social 
studies teacher at LaPlata High 
School. Peter is survived by two  
sisters and a brother.

David “Agarn” Crisafulli ’81 
of Oswego passed away Sept. 23. He  
received his MBA from Syracuse 
University. Dave was an employee 
concerns manager with Constella
tion Energy. He recently published 
his own autobiography, Good 
Enough. He was a professional scout 
for Paramount Major League Base
ball and a member of SUNY Os
wego’s Baseball Hall of Fame. Dave 
is survived by two sons. Donations 
to the David “Agarn” Crisafulli ’81 
Fund may be made to the Oswego 
College Foundation, 219 Sheldon 
Hall.

Raymond Leggiero ’81 of North 
Syracuse died July 24, 2010. He was 
a software engineer for Sensis Corp. 
Ray is survived by his wife, Patricia 
Wakefield ’81, and three sons. 

Thomas “Cody” Salsberg ’81 of 
Bay Shore died June 29. He retired 
after 20 years as a Nassau County 
police officer. He is survived by his 
longtime companion, Karen Clark.

Curt Van Cott ’88 of Com
mack passed away Sept. 4. He was 
a dentist in Middle Island. Curt is 
survived by his wife, Marianne; two 
daughters; and his father, Roy.

Joan Gibson, Associate Pro-
fessor Emerita of Counseling and 
Psychological Services passed away 
May 31, 2010. She earned a bach
elor’s degree at D’Youville College, 
master’s degrees at Canisius Col
lege and Buffalo State, and a Ph.D. 
at SUNY Buffalo. Joan is survived 
by her partner, Diane Johnson; her 
stepdaughter and her grandson.  l
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t h e  l a s t

Gates of the Arctic National 
Park and Preserve, located 

in the central Brooks Range of 
northern Alaska, is one of the 
last places in North America that 
is still untrammeled by modern  
civilization. It features countless 
jagged mountains that soar any
where from 4,000 to 8,000 feet 
high, numerous wild and scenic 
rivers, and more than seven mil
lion acres of federally designated 
wilderness. 

In the brief period of summer 
weather from around midJune 
through late July, the sun never 
sets. It allows the Brooks Range 
to transition from a grim winter 
wasteland to a vibrant landscape, 
teeming with vegetation, wildlife 
… and, of course, mosquitoes.

From May through September 
of this year, I worked as a back
country ranger in this park. While 
the ranger station and my housing  
were located in Bettles, a bush 
town located about 30 miles south 
of the park, I spent about 60 days 
backpacking across the tundra and 
floating down the rivers within the 
park. 

My patrols were far from aim
less, so there was a bit of real work 
involved, but the experience was so 
astounding.

After nine backcountry patrols 
and hundreds of photos taken in a 
place of such inordinate grandeur, 
the finest memory of the season 
was a patrol in the Arrigetch Peaks. 
As a National Natural Landmark, 
the Arrigetch receives a consid
erable percentage of the park’s  
visitors each year. 

Look at the photographs and 
it’s easy to see why. 

In the Inupiaq language, the 
word “Arrigetch” is translated as 
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America’s Last Wilderness  By Steven Duby ’09

View from above a glacial lake in the Valley of Aquarius, 
Gates of the Arctic National Park, Alaska.
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“fingers of the outstretched hand,” 
and every year a few climbers from 
around the world try to ascend 
these fingers. After spending several 
days among these spires of rock, 
hiking deep into their glacially 
eroded valleys, I determined that 
no words of the English language 
can accurately describe the utterly 
horrifying beauty of this place.  
You must see for yourself to gain  
a genuine understanding.

The summer also included an 
array of wildlife: grizzly bears just 
100 yards away, black bears stum
bling into camp in the morning  
and more than 100 Dall sheep  
grazing in the mountains. 

While seeing a grizzly in the 
wild helps define a wilderness  
experience, perhaps even greater 
is the sight and sound of a wolf.  

In late June, just after the solstice, 
I was fortunate to see a lone gray 
wolf roaming across the tundra, 
and on my final patrol, further 
south on the John River, I heard 
the howling of a dispersed pack 
late one evening; a perfect end to 
my season.

Since leaving New York 
not long after graduating from  
Oswego State, I have called Alaska  
my home. Working for Gates  
of the Arctic National Park and 
Preserve has allowed me to see  
a part of this vast state that few peo
ple ever visit. I hope to see more as 
my time here continues.  l

Former Oswego magazine intern 
Steven Duby ’09 is a graduate stu-
dent at Alaska Pacific University in 
Anchorage, Alaska.
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Steven Duby ’09 stands atop Allen 
Mountain in Gates of the Arctic 
National Park. 

Left: Some of the prominent peaks 
of the Arrigetch. Steven Duby ’09 
was consistently faced with “utterly 
horrifying beauty” throughout his 
summer as a park ranger.
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