
OSWEGOOSWEGO
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT OSWEGO ■ VOL. 29, NO. 2 ■ SUMMER 2003

Targeting
Disease 
with Dr. Ban-An Khaw ’69

● Welcome Home to King Hall
● A Researcher with Heart



To plan a mini-reunion for your
group, contact the Alumni Office
no later than Jan. 31, 2004.

● To get involved in the planning or

gift committee, contact the Office

of Alumni and Parent Relations. 

● Registration forms will be mailed

next spring to members of the

official Reunion classes, but

everyone is welcome to attend. 

● If you do not receive a registra-

tion form and would like one, con-

tact the Alumni Office. 

● For the most up-to-date informa-

tion on Reunion 2004, check out

the Web site at http://oswego

alumni.oswego.edu/Reunion2004

or call the Reunion Hotline at 

315-312-5559

JUNE 4–6
REUNION CLASSES:

Golden Alumni Society

Classes

1929

1934

1939

1944

1949

1954

40th – 1964

35th Cluster Classes –
1968, 1969, 1970

25th – 1979

15th Cluster Classes –
1988, 1989, 1990

10th – 1994

Relive an Oswego sunset

Reconnect with faculty and friends

Renew your commitment 
to your alma mater

Come Home to 
Oswego for Reunion 2004!
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What would we do without the number
3? We’d have no triangles, no tricycles,

no triple-decker ice cream cones. Moms
couldn’t wheel cute triplets in three-seater
strollers, or bathe them singing “Rub-a-dub-
dub, three men in a tub.” Forget those three-
legged races at country picnics. Morning,
noon and night; sun, moon and stars; break-
fast, lunch and dinner—they all come in
threes! Books and movies —not to mention
soap operas —would be missing a major plot
element without a love triangle. Photogra-
phers wouldn’t be able to steady their cameras
without a tripod. Sports fans would miss
horse racing’s Triple Crown and Trifecta, foot-
ball’s triple threat, track’s triple jump, base-
ball’s triple play and basketball’s triple dou-
bles. Some would even find it hard to read this
column, if there were no trifocal lenses. Now
I’ve really got you wondering, “Where is she
going with all this? Has she lost her mind?”
Well, maybe. You see, Oswego alumni maga-
zine is going from two issues per year to three.
This summer issue is the first of many to
come. Now you will receive spring, summer
and fall-winter editions each year. The fall-

winter edition will still include our popular
Honor Roll of Appreciation. The Alumni As-
sociation Board of Directors approved the in-
crease to three issues to keep you better in-
formed of goings-on at your alma mater, and
to help alumni stay in touch with each other
and with the campus. We hope you enjoy the
new schedule—after all “three times is the
charm!”

Michele A. Reed
Oswego editor
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Sometimes the most mean-
ingful lessons are learned at

the knees of our family mem-
bers. On campus this spring,
Auburn Mayor Melina Carni-

celli ’70 told our honors stu-
dents about her grandfather,
who taught her the value of
scholarship and lifelong learn-
ing (he read the encyclopedia
for fun!), entrepreneurship and
self-confidence. Dr. Ban-An

Khaw ’69, the subject of our
cover story, learned the same
lesson from his grandfather.

“Your education is the only thing you will
have that no one can take away from you,” his
grandfather told him. How true it is! Edward
Austin Sheldon surely understood it. That’s
why he founded his first school for poor local
children and why he started the teacher-
training program that became Oswego State.
Our alumni know that, too, as they see the

fruits that their Oswego education has borne
in their own quality of life and that of the peo-
ple with whom they share that knowledge. As
an institution, we understand it as well. That’s
why we are a learner-centered college, with
our focus on helping our students achieve
their aspirations. Over the past few years we
have strengthened the First Year Experience,
added cutting-edge new majors and renewed
our campus to provide a convenient, peaceful
setting for the sharing of knowledge. The
knowledge that our students take with them,
however, will enrich not only their own lives.
Its benefits grow exponentially, as each gradu-
ate uses his or her learning to make the world
a better place. I like to think that’s what Melina
Carnicelli’s and Ban-An Khaw’s grandfathers
had in mind.

Deborah F. Stanley
President

FROM THE

President
Deborah F.
Stanley

President’s Desks

Michela, Caitlin and Erin are the triplets born
to Michele Jarde Eivers ’91 and Patrick
Eivers Jr. ’91 on June 20, 2001.

the Editor’s PenF R O M  
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SUNY Oswego has huge
impact on area

SUNY Oswego offers an
annual economic impact

of approximately $119.3 mil-
lion in Oswego County and
pumps $213.3 million per
year into the economy of a
seven-county region in Cen-
tral New York, according to a
new report.

“Prospering Together:
2001-2002,” the college’s latest
economic impact study, also
notes that the campus pro-
vides 1,776 full-time-equivalent jobs, making
it among the top employers in the county and
Central New York.

The spending of students, faculty and
staff creates an additional 1,420 jobs in Os-
wego County plus another 1,728 jobs in six
neighboring counties—Onondaga, Cayuga,
Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida and Madison—the
study found.

“The purchasing power of our employees
combined with that of the college itself and
the goods and services consumed by our
more than 8,500 students help drive the re-
gional economy,” SUNY Oswego President
Deborah F. Stanley said.

The college’s students interact within the

area economy both as con-
sumers and workers, the
study found. For instance, 943
student interns provided
more than 325,400 hours of
service to local businesses,
non-profit agencies and gov-
ernment offices last year.

Direct full-time student
expenditures are estimated at
$30.6 million within Oswego
County and $39.2 million
total for the seven-county re-

gion. The report adds that faculty and staff ac-
count for another $30.6 million in Oswego
County spending and $39.9 million in the
seven-county area.

The report also cites other ways SUNY
Oswego benefits the local community, such as
programs through the Center for Business
and Community Development, educational
partnerships with Oswego County school dis-
tricts and cultural and entertainment oppor-
tunities.

“In essence, we help nurture, develop,
and grow human resources,” Stanley said.
“Graduates use their talents and abilities to
advance the communities in which they live,
grow and prosper.” ●

AUBURN MAYOR MELINA 
Carnicelli ’70 (left) greets former
Mayor of Fulton and former Oswego
College Council member Muriel
Allerton. Both women were the first
women mayors in their respective
cities. Carnicelli was the keynote
speaker for the Honors Convocation
in April, addressing the over 100 stu-
dents who were recognized for aca-
demic excellence. She told the hon-
ored students, “When you believe in
all you are—and all you can be,
rather than all you cannot become—
you will find your most effective
place on this earth, even in the midst
of world turmoil and in the midst 
of a down economy.”

Honorees recognize
their mentors
AMONG THE 1,200 PEOPLE RECEIVING

degrees at Oswego’s 142nd commencement

this May were two who already had an

Oswego diploma on their walls. Alumni

Peter Clement ’71 and Bruce Coville ’73
received honorary doctoral degrees.

In their remarks, both alumni remem-

bered professors at Oswego who changed

their lives. Clement recognized Dr. Thomas

Judd, a professor of history who retired

this year. He praised Judd as “a mentor

whose intellect, humanity and keen interest

in students made him an important role

model for many students.” The Central

Intelligence Agency’s senior expert for

Russian affairs spoke to the graduates

about their potential roles as “citizen-

contributors” and told them, “Whatever 

you do, do it well.”

Coville, the author of dozens of best-

selling children’s books, attributed his suc-

cess as a writer to the late Dr. Helen

Buckley Simkiewicz, who was his teacher 

at Oswego. “Dr. Simkiewicz gave me one 

of the most important of the many gifts I

received while I was here at Oswego,” he

said. “She believed in me.”

He concluded by telling the graduates,

“There is no greater gift you can give your-

self than to hold on to that best, truest

inner self.” ●

Bruce Coville ’73 , left, and Dr. Peter
Clement ’71, right, flank President Deborah F.
Stanley on the eve of commencement. The two
alumni received honorary doctorates at the
college’s 142nd commencement ceremonies
May 17.
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A$50,000 bequest from Hilde Bohmer
will support a scholarship in the name

of her daughter, the late Dr. Helen Bohmer
Daly, professor of psychology and co-founder
of the Center for Neurobehavioral Effects of
Environmental Toxics on campus in 1991.

Bohmer, who passed away recently, asked
that her gift augment a fund in the name of
her daughter, a popular psychology professor
and dedicated researcher, who died in 1995.
The previously existing fund supports both
the Helen Bohmer Daly Memorial Research
Award, benefiting a junior or senior pursuing
behavioral research working in collaboration
with a faculty sponsor, and the Helen B. Daly
Quest Award for Scientific Research, recog-
nizing an undergraduate student presenting
original research using the scientific method
at Quest.

Hilde Bohmer and her husband, Josef,
were born and raised in Vienna, Austria, and
left their homeland in 1939. They had met as
students in a newly opened “School for Edu-
cators” in the Castle of Schoenbrunn. After
training, they worked as educators. Together
the Bohmers traveled extensively, crossing
Africa from Capetown to Cairo on motorcy-
cles and climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro.

In the1930s as anti-fascists, they helped
endangered people to escape and served as
couriers to keep in contact with exiled Austri-

ans. In 1939, when it became too risky, they
left Austria to come to the United States.

A social worker by profession, Hilde stud-
ied at Columbia University and became
involved in the area of childcare. She is a
co-founder of the New York State Child Care
Coordinating Council. Josef was a maker of
educational films and worked at Vassar
College and Columbia University’s Teachers
College.

They continued their traveling through-
out the United States, Mexico, China and
Europe. Their daughter was always a big part
of their travels, along with her husband,
Dr. John Daly. After Helen Daly’s death, the
Bohmers returned to Austria.

For more information on naming Oswego in

your will or other vehicles for planned giving,

contact the Office of University Development at

315-312-3003 or give2@oswego.edu ●

Bequest to augment Daly fund

Dr. Helen Bohmer Daly, 
a popular psychology
professor and researcher,
was remembered with a
$50,000 bequest from
the estate of her mother,
Hilde Bohmer.

Getting to know you  . . . 
UNITED UNIVERSITY PROFESSIONS AT 

SUNY OSWEGO INVITED the state legislators

representing Oswego County to a get-acquainted

luncheon on campus April 10. From left are

SUNY Oswego President Deborah F. Stanley,

Assemblyman William A. Barclay (R-124th

Assembly District), Assemblyman Robert C. 

Oaks (R-128th Assembly District), Sen. James
W. Wright ’71 (R-48th Senate District),

Assemblyman David R. Townsend (R-115th

Assembly District) and Greg Auleta, UUP 

chapter president at Oswego. SUNY Oswego 

lies in Wright’s Senate District and in the

Assembly districts of Oaks and Barclay.

Townsend’s district encompasses the Oswego

State Education Center at Phoenix. Wright

staffs a constituent relations office in Sheldon

Hall on campus, which serves as a contact point

for the assemblymen as well.
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It was a season to remember for the Os-
wego State hockey team as the Lakers

made a strong post-season run that ended in
the NCAA Division III National Champi-
onship game.

The Lakers began their exciting run as the
SUNY Athletic Conference regular season
champions compiling a league mark of 10-3-1.
It was the first time since 1998 the Lakers won
the conference. After earning a bye in the first
round of the conference playoffs, Oswego
State eliminated Potsdam in the semis before
hosting rival Plattsburgh in the finals. The
Cardinals struck first, winning the opening
game 5-3. The Lakers bounced back to win the
second game 7-4, setting up a third and decid-
ing game. Oswego State won that game in dra-
matic fashion as Don Patrick ’05 scored the
winning goal in the closing minutes. That vic-
tory gave the team its first playoff crown since
1991 and also earned the Lakers an automatic
bid into the NCAA Division III Tournament.

Oswego State was tabbed to host a quarter-
final game as the team faced Wentworth Insti-
tute of Technology. Again the Lakers used
some late-game heroics as Rob Smith ’03

scored with less than a minute remaining for a
4-3 win and a trip to the Frozen Four.

In each of the playoff games, an enthusi-
astic home crowd backed the Lakers and the

loyal fans were rewarded as Oswego State
boasted a 15-2-1 record this past season at
Romney Field House.

The Frozen Four was held in Northfield,
Vt., hosted by Norwich University. The Lakers
opened with Middlebury College in the semis
and the Panthers proved to be no match for
Oswego State. Led by junior goalie Tyson

Gajda ’04, the Lakers skated to a 6-0 win.
Gajda made 33 saves in the game and Mike

Lukajic ’04 and Gary Bowman ’05 each net-
ted a pair of goals.

That win put the Lakers in the finals
against the host Cadets. Oswego State struck
first in the second period as captain John

Hirliman ’03 scored on the power play. That
turned out to be the lone goal for Oswego
State as Norwich tallied twice in the final peri-
od to win the title on home ice.

Oswego State finished the season with
an impressive 25-7-1 record and a top five
national ranking. Those 25 victories are the
most by any Laker team since 1987.

There will be many familiar faces back on
the ice at Romney in the fall as this year’s team
lost only two seniors, meaning the excitement
from last season should fuel the Lakers to an-
other successful run in 2004. ●

— Lyle Fulton

Lakers go to Frozen Four
THE OSWEGO STATE ICE

hockey program has a new

leader as longtime assistant

coach Ed Gosek ’83,
MSED ’01 was promoted

into the head coaching 

position in April.

The former Laker 

player replaces George Roll,

who accepted the head

coaching position at Clark-

son University after leading the

Lakers to the Frozen Four in March. 

“I look forward to continuing 

the development of the Oswego

State hockey program,” the new

coach said. “This past season’s 

success brings excitement and

enthusiasm which we hope to 

continue in the years to come.”

As a recruiter, Gosek has been 

a key figure in attracting quality 

student-athletes to the Oswego

State campus. For the past two 

summers, he coached the New York

17-Select Team at the USA Hockey

Select Festival in St. Cloud, Minn. 

In addition to his duties for

Oswego State, Gosek also serves on

the New York State player develop-

ment council, is the New York State

Regional Coaching Director for USA

Hockey and serves on the New York

State Central Section Empire State

Ice Hockey selection committee. 

He has guided five Oswego Minor

Hockey teams to New York State

championships. ●

Gosek named coach

The Laker bench watches during 
the semi-final game in the NCAA 
Division III championship series.

Ed Gosek ’83, 
MSED ’01
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Immersing his students in the storytelling

practices of community journalism is the

philosophy of one Oswego professor who asked

his students to get off campus and talk to busi-

ness people and residents of Oswego. 

John Hatcher, the education director of

Oswego’s Center for Community Journalism,

divided his Journalism 319 students into four

beats, one for each quadrant of the city. 

“I think the idea of covering the commu-

nity in a class might be rare, but it’s gaining 

in popularity,” said Hatcher. Other schools, 

he noted, “are paying attention to how this

will work for us, with an interest in doing it

themselves.”

Hatcher came across his idea to engage

his students in journalism focused on every-

day people in the community while teaching a

summer fellows course at the Poynter 

Institute.

“Instead of telling them there are great

stories out there, we’re letting them find out

for themselves,” said Hatcher. 

And his students did find out for them-

selves. Josh Hurwit ’03, a journalism and 

political science major, profiled Paul Stepien,

owner of the eastside bar, The Front Door

Tavern. Hurwit found Stepien had a story to

tell — his business and clientele were impact-

ed by the area’s decline in manufacturing jobs. 

“What I saw was that his place was a fix-

ture and fairly unique,” said Hurwit. “By inter-

viewing this interesting person who owned a

business in the city, I learned a lot about the

community I live in.” 

Journalism major Shannon Mahar ’04
found Daniel Truax ’04, who runs Screamin’

Demon Ink, a tattoo business in downtown

Oswego, while pursuing an art degree at the

college simultaneously. Mahar found Truax

spent 80 hours a week working or studying.

Hurwit said this class exercise required

students to overcome their reluctance to talk

to strangers. “It forces you to be a journalist,”

he said. “This is one of the most practical

classes I’ve taken.” ●

Matt Morrin ’03, majoring in secondary education social studies, makes use of the new

Teacher Resources Center in Penfield Library. The new study area was made possible by 

a generous donation from Professor Emerita Barbara P. Shineman ’65. New resources, 

materials and facilities mark the study corner on Penfield’s second floor. 

Alumna to lead 
development efforts

SUNY Oswego has named
Kerry Casey Dorsey ’81 di-

rector of development/cam-
paign manager beginning in
July. Her responsibilities will in-
clude fund-raising campaigns
to build philanthropy on behalf
of the college.

Since 2000, Dorsey has
served as deputy administrator
for the County of Oswego, where
she has worked in government
administration 17 years. The County Legisla-
ture unanimously reappointed her in March.
From 1996 until recently, Dorsey chaired the
Oswego College Council. She has been a part
of the planning for Oswego’s new fund-raising
initiatives and serves on the President’s Cam-
paign Cabinet. Under her leadership, the
College Council last year for the first time
achieved 100 percent participation in the
annual fund.

“I get a deep satisfaction from my asso-
ciation with the college. There is no better
fulfillment than to make a meaningful con-
tribution to my alma mater,” Dorsey said.

Dorsey has managed or worked with
many community and political campaigns at
the national, state and local level and has
been involved with many community and
not-for-profit organizations.

The college’s Office of Development and
the Oswego College Foundation raise more
than $2 million annually. The foundation is
in the early stages of its first comprehensive
campaign to increase philanthropic support
for the college through endowment, capital
and annual funds.

Noting that the college has conducted
three searches in the past two years to hire a
development director, President Deborah F.
Stanley said,“This has been a difficult posi-
tion to fill, and it is becoming a vital one for
the future prosperity of our college. Kerry’s
expertise, her knowledge of the community
and her already long and substantive associa-
tion with SUNY Oswego will be tremendous
assets for us as she embarks on her new re-
sponsibilities here.” ●

Kerry Casey 
Dorsey ’81

Student journalists report off campus
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An alumnus has stepped forward with the
necessary funds to furnish the alumni

lounge and aid renovations in Rich Hall, new
home for the School of Business.

William Spinelli ’84 of Naples, Fla.,
has pledged $50,000 and the lounge will
be named in his honor. A member of the
Oswego College Foundation Board of Direc-
tors, Spinelli was a business major at Oswego
with a concentration in accounting. He is the
president of Titan Custom Homes, Inc., and a
certified public accountant.

“Bill’s gift makes it possible for the college
to provide this space, with state of the art con-
ferencing facilities and a comfortable gather-
ing place for alumni and friends,” said
President Deborah F. Stanley.“We are ex-
tremely grateful for his generosity.”

The lounge along with the adjoining con-
ference room will be a warm and inviting lo-
cation for public gatherings and meetings for
the School of Business and the college as well.
It will also be used by the Center for Commu-
nity and Business Programs.

“I have always had very special feelings
about my college years at Oswego,” Spinelli
said.“The many friendships with other stu-
dents, faculty and administrators have lasted
nearly 20 years later.”

He points to the fact that the School of
Business received international accreditation
this year, as well as plans for the renovated
Rich Hall.“The faculty and students will
work and learn in one of the finest business
school facilities anywhere in the country.
When President Stanley explained her vision
for the business school I wanted to help her
achieve this exciting dream for the school.

“I know many of my fellow alumni have
built very successful careers that started with
an exceptional educational foundation on the
shores of Lake Ontario at Oswego,” he said.
“With the financial support of the alumni to
the Foundation you can have a significant im-
pact on the future success of our college.”

For more information about making a gift

to the School of Business, call the Office of Uni-

versity Development at 315-312-3003. ●

The Facilities Design and Construction team looks over work in progress at the Alumni
Conference Center and Lounge in Rich Hall. From left are director Tom Simmonds ’84, engineer-
ing coordinator John Moore, interiors coordinator Tedra Pratt and secretary Sally Van Buren.

Silveira lecture

series begins
THE OSWEGO GRADUATE WHO FUNDED A

lecture series in honor of a beloved professor

returned to campus this May to give the 

inaugural lecture in the series. Dr. Thomas
Weil ’66, business technology manager at 

BP Amoco, spoke about petrochemicals and

polymers in his lecture, “From the Chemistry

Lab to the Shopping Cart,” at the Augustine

Silveira Jr. Distinguished Lecture Series. Weil

earned his doctorate at the University of

Cincinnati and then went on to post-doctoral

work. As a National Science Foundation

research fellow in 1974, he was one of five

American exchange scientists working with

the Institute of Organo-Element Chemistry 

in Moscow. He holds five U.S. patents and 

has received an honorary doctorate from

SUNY Oswego. Silveira, a distinguished teach-

ing professor emeritus and former chair of the

chemistry department, retired in 2000. Weil

and his wife, Barbara, endowed the Augustine

Silveira, Jr. Fund the following year for the

benefit of Oswego chemistry students. “I real-

ly want to give something back to Oswego

and specifically give to Gus the recognition he

deserves,” Weil said, noting that Silveira had a

“tremendous influence” on his life. 

For more information on the Augustine
Silveira, Jr. Fund, call the Office of Alumni and
University Development at 315-312-3003. ●

Spinelli to fund Rich Hall lounge

Dr. Thomas Weil ’66 (center) visited with 
Dr. Augustine “Gus” Silveira, Jr. (left) and his 
wife, Beverly, at a King Hall reception.



SUNY Oswego left a lasting impact with its
participation in the first nationwide week

of volunteer awareness this spring. Over 600
other campuses across the country were in-
volved.

The week was dubbed “Raise Your Voice,”
and was organized by the Center for Service
Learning and Community Service and the Stu-
dent Association on campus.

Christy Harrison Huynh ’98, the new di-
rector of the Community Service Office on
campus, said the week came together with
participation from students as well as a $700
grant from New York State Campus Compact.

Campus Compact is an organization of
over 50 New York state colleges and universi-
ties “dedicated by campus presidents to pro-
mote active citizenship in higher education,”
said Bob Casper, director of the Career
Services Office.

Casper said the events were designed to
recognize and raise awareness about the im-
portance of volunteerism and civic engage-
ment. “We want to promote social change
among our students,”he said.

The week began with a program presented
by two Peace Corps volunteers: Joe Liseno ’94,
who went to Bolivia, and Mary Ellen Russo,
Seneca Hall director, who went to Paraguay.

“The point of something like Peace Corps
is not to give out the fish,” said Liseno,“But to
teach them how to build a rod and reel to
catch their own food.”

At a “Raise Your Voice”open-mic night in
Hewitt Union, students and faculty shared
poetry, songs and words on current events.

Evita Perez ’03, general director of the
Community Service Office, said the open-mic
was very productive for students, the commu-
nity and faculty involved “because it gave
everyone a chance to express themselves
through art, poetry and music which affected
them personally.”

The volunteer fair introduced students to
over 20 organizations needing help. A food
drive was held across campus all week.

“I feel that events like this [week] help stu-
dents communicate better with one another
which gives them more respect for differences,”
said Perez. “When people volunteer they put
these differences aside and work toward a
common goal, which is to help others.” ●

— Kimberly Trela ’04
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At the Volunteer Services Fair Feb. 19, zoology
major Melanie Doherty ’06 (left) receives
information about the Oswego County United
Way from agency intern Susan Brannan ’03,
a public relations major.

Lalande wins Fulbright 
to Germany
DR. JOHN F. LALANDE II ’71,

professor and chair of modern

languages and literatures at

SUNY Oswego, received a Ful-

bright grant for study in Ger-

many in June. The outcome of

his work will be a new course

at SUNY Oswego in German

culture and civilization, he said.

The J. William Fulbright

Foreign Scholarship Board

approved his proposal as one of 

25 for participation in the 2003

German Studies Seminar on the

changing demographics in Germany.

In the three-week seminar Lalande

traveled to Berlin, Rostock, Frankfurt

and Mainz to meet with representa-

tives from a variety of institutions

and populations that are dealing

with the challenges of migration and

aging in German society. ●

Journalism major (and author of this article) Kim Trela ’04, and Mike Huynh, a graduate 
student working toward his degree in counseling, sing and play guitar at the Raise Your Voice
open mic night.

Students raise voices, volunteer service
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Walter Snyder ’42 has a family legacy of learning, and he
hopes to pass it on to future generations of students in his

$10,000 charitable gift annuity to Oswego.
Snyder’s father, a farmer and a “believer in education,” studied

algebra and Latin, and his mother taught children in the tiny Brick
School. Walter decided in 1938 to come to Oswego to study indus-
trial arts.“Jobs were hard to get then and a single person would
earn only $10 a week,” he said.“I thought,‘If I go through Oswego
and graduate I would be able to get a job in 1942.’”

He did get a job, teaching industrial arts in the Jefferson
County town of Belleville. But when the school year ended, he was drafted to serve in
World War II. After serving in the US Navy, he taught industrial arts in Avoca until his
retirement in 1977. Snyder helped put his sister through college at Buffalo State, con-
tributing part of his Navy pay.“She decided she wanted to go into teaching because she
met one of the college profs at Oswego,” he explained.

But his desire to help people further their educational dreams didn’t stop there. In re-
cent years this great-great-grandson of a Sackets Harbor shipbuilder has established annu-
ities for several schools, including Alfred State and a school for Native American children.

His latest gift to Oswego will pay him a predetermined amount each year for life and
entitles him to an immediate tax deduction for part of the gift.

A past president of his local Lions Club, Snyder now serves as secretary of the area
club, stretching from Rochester to Pennsylvania.

Oswego was something of a family tradition for the Snyder clan. Also graduating
from Oswego were Walter’s niece, Pamela Connell Rio ’68, and nephew, James Edward

Connell ’70, as well as James’ son, James E. Connell IV ’01.
His desire to help others motivated his giving, but Walter Snyder’s choice of a college

to support was led by a desire to give back to the institution which set him on his path to
a successful teaching career.“I support Oswego because that’s where I got a good educa-
tion,”he said. ●

Donors who establish life income arrangements, include Oswego in their wills, or make

gifts of life insurance are recognized through membership in the Sheldon Legacy Society (see

inside back cover). For more information on ways to support Oswego faculty and students,

please contact the Office of Development at 315-312-3003.

Snyder continues legacy of learning 

Walter Snyder ’42

WHILE MANY COLLEGE STUDENTS HEADED SOUTH FOR SPRING
break, some SUNY Oswego students headed that direction not to 
soak up the sun on beaches, but to support a Habitat for Humanity
project in Robbins, Tenn. Seven members of Oswego’s campus commu-
nity participated in the Habitat for Humanity Alternative Spring Break
project from March 23 to 29 to build a home and renovate a building
into a homeless shelter.

The Center for Service Learning and Community Service at
Oswego and the college’s new Habitat for Humanity chapter coor-
dinated local participation. This is the second year SUNY Oswego 
students have joined other colleges in this effort, said Christy
Harrison Huynh ’98 (right), coordinator of the center, who joined 
six students for the trip, among them Sarah Brenon ’04 (center) 
president of the campus chapter of Habitat. 

Graduates respond 
to incentive
FOR THE FIRST TIME, Career Services 

offered graduates an incentive to return 

their surveys for the annual Beyond 
Oswego report. A $3,000 grant from Auxil-

iary Services allowed Career Services to give

away a laptop computer and 240 Oswego

alumni key chains from the College Store.

Melissa Widrick ’01 of Oswego won

the laptop drawing. Widrick is a graduate

of the College of Arts and Sciences with a

bachelor’s degree in English. She is now

pursuing her master’s in education at

Oswego.

The first 100 survey respondents 

were entered into the laptop drawing.

Over 200 graduates responded immedi-

ately at the chance to win. The Alumni

Office also provided alumni car decals 

as part of the mailing.

The Class of 2002

report will be available 

in late summer. The most

recent report is always 

available at the Career

Services Web site at

www.oswego.edu/

careerservices ●
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Ice Hockey

The Laker hockey team advanced to the
NCAA Division III Championship

game, falling to host Norwich University by a
score of 2-1. The team earned an automatic
bid to the tournament, defeating rival Platts-
burgh two games to one in the SUNY Athlet-
ic Conference finals. It was the team’s first
conference playoff crown since 1991. Os-
wego State then hosted Wentworth Institute
of Technology in the NCAA quarter-finals,
with the Lakers earning a 4-3 victory to ad-
vance to the Frozen Four for the first time
since 1987.

In the NCAA semi-finals, the Lakers
cruised to the finals past perennial power
Middlebury College, shutting out the Pan-
thers 6-0. In the title game, the Cadets
slipped past the Lakers to claim the national
title. The Lakers capped a very successful sea-
son with a 25-7-1 record.

Two players received national recogni-
tion with defenseman Joe Carrabs ’04

(Brampton, Ont.) earning JOFA All-Ameri-
can First Team, while center Don Patrick ’05

(Fulton) was named Second Team All-
American. Both of those players, along with
Mike Lukajic ’04 (Mississauga, Ont.) re-

ceived First Team All-SUNYAC honors while
goalie Tyson Gajda ’04 (Westfield, Mass.)
was named to the Second Team. Coach
George Roll was honored as conference
Coach of the Year and freshman Jocelyn

Dubord ’06 (LaChenaie, Que.) was named
SUNYAC Co-Rookie of the Year.

Coach Roll was also recognized as the
winner of the Edward Jeremiah Award pre-
sented by the American Hockey Coaches
Association as the Division III Coach of the
Year. ●

Swimming and Diving

The Oswego State women’s swim team
turned in a strong performance at the

NCAA Division III Championships, with all
five individuals competing earning All-
American recognition. The event was hosted
by Emory University in Atlanta. Anne

Sarkissian ’04 (Oswego) turned in the best
performance by a woman swimmer in

school history as she placed sec-
ond overall in the 100-yard but-
terfly to earn All-American
honors. Her time of 56.73 also
set a SUNYAC and school
record. Sarkissian also earned
All-American Honorable Men-
tion in the 200 fly, while senior
Kellie Winters ’03 (Batavia)
garnered that same recognition
in the 50 freestyle.

The Lakers also boasted
four relay teams that brought
in All-American Honorable
Mention. Sarkissian and Win-
ters were joined by Aubrey

Kirchoff ’06 (Webster) and
Keirsten Freer ’06 (New Paltz)
in the 200 and 400 medley re-
lays, while Lauren Spacone ’06

(Grand Island) replaced Freer
in the 200 and 400 freestyle re-
lays. As a team, Oswego State
finished 16th out of 64 institu-
tions that competed at the na-
tional championships.

The Oswego State men were also repre-
sented at the national meet as Josh Lerch ’03

(Manlius) swam in the 100 and 200 breast-
stroke. Lerch came within one spot of earn-
ing All-American honors. ●

Wrestling

The Lakers had another successful season
on the mat, with two individuals quali-

fying for the NCAA Division III Champi-
onships held at Ohio Northern University.
Ternkoran Agyeman ’05 (Bronx) earned
All-American honors as he placed seventh in
the 133-pound weight class. He finished the
year with an impressive record of 34-7 and
has compiled an impressive 57-15 mark in
his two years at Oswego State. Co-captain Ed

Miller ’03 (Port Jefferson) also competed at
the national meet at 174 pounds, winning
one match.

During the year, the Lakers turned in
solid performances at the Empire Collegiate
Wrestling Conference Championships, plac-
ing fourth, and the New York State Collegiate
Championships, placing 10th in a field that
included several NCAA Division I institu-
tions. In that tournament, Agyeman led the
Lakers with a third-place finish. ●

Men’s Basketball

Oswego State finished the regular season
in a tie for second place in the SUNYAC

standings and advanced to the conference
tournament final four after winning a play-
in game at Laker Hall. The team then earned
a bid to the ECAC Upstate Tournament for
the second straight year, dropping a narrow

SPORTSSPORTS

Defenseman Joe Carrabs ’04 was named to the JOFA
All-American First Team.

Ternkoran Agyeman ’05 earned All-American
honors in the 133-pound weight class.



C U R R E N T S
C A M P U S

O S W E G O  ● S u m m e r  2 0 0 311

84-83 decision in the opening round, finish-
ing the year with a 16-11 overall record.

Guard Michael O’Steen ’03 (Buffalo)
earned First Team All-SUNYAC honors after
leading the conference in scoring at 19.5
points per game. The junior college transfer
capped his brief career as one of the most
prolific scorers in school history as he ranks
seventh all-time on the Laker list with 1,147
points. O’Steen was also named to the ECAC
Upstate Second Team.

Dave Ponza ’05 (Solvay) added to the
success of the team as he led the team in re-
bounding and was second in scoring, netting
16.3 points a game. Ponza was selected Sec-
ond Team All-SUNYAC. He also joined the
Laker 500-point club this season and now
ranks 18th on the school’s all-time scoring
list with 847 points. ●

Women’s Basketball

The Laker women continued their im-
provement under third-year coach

Michelle Collins as the team qualified for the
conference tournament for the second
straight year. The team finished the season
with a 12-13 record. Christine Roth ’05 (Buf-
falo) led the way for the Lakers as she earned
SUNYAC Honorable Mention. She was sec-
ond on the team in scoring at 10.2 points per
game and set a single-season record for 3-
pointers with 56. The team also broke the
mark for 3-pointers in a season with 166. ●

Men’s and Women’s Indoor
Track and Field

The Oswego State indoor track and field
team had 28 school record performances

during the winter season.The men’s team was
fifth in the SUNYAC Championships and the
women, sixth. Individual standouts for the
women included Jessica Adam ’06 (Dover,
N.H.) in the shot put and distance runners

Carissa Stepien ’03 (Syracuse),
Susan McWilliams ’04 (Central
Square) and Jackie Miller ’03

(North Tonawanda). Also turning
in fine performances in multiple
events were Deb Richards ’05

(Oswego) and Raven Green ’04

(Yonkers) as they competed in the
sprints and long jump events.

For the Laker men, Rich

Friedrich ’03 (Goshen) and Jef-

frey Beck ’05 (Fairport) led the
way with multiple school record
efforts. The 4x800 meter relay and
distance medley relay squads ran
very well at the ECAC Champi-
onships as they each set Oswego
State records. ●

Guard Michael O’Steen ’03 led the SUNYAC
in scoring at 19.5 points per game and ranks
seventh all-time on the Laker scoring list
with 1,147 points. 

Forward Kristin Sterling ’05 has started all 49 games in
her career. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Get together with other Laker alumni and honor the

former players and coaches being inducted at the 

Third Annual Oswego Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner

Oct. 25. For more information call the 

Office of Alumni and Parent Relations 

at 315-312-2258.
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Atlanta

The Atlanta Club is collaborating with other
SUNY alumni groups to expand networking
possibilities and event offerings. Recent events
have included a Career Development Work-
shop in April, a night of jazz and culture at the
High Museum of Art in May and the second
annual picnic in June. Upcoming event ideas
include monthly networking socials, music
concerts, a golf tournament, a polo event, the
Duluth Fall Festival in September and more.
For the latest information about upcoming
events in the Atlanta area, check out the club’s
Web site at www.geocities.com/sunyalumni-
ofatlanta or contact Jeffrey Travis ’89.

Boston

In March, area alumni met for brunch and an
IMAX show at the Museum of Science and in
May a Spring Networking Social was held at
The Grand Canal. Upcoming events include
the annual trip to Fenway
Park for a Red Sox game
on Aug. 23, apple picking
at Shelburne Farm in
Stow, Mass., on Sept. 20, a
Haunted Footsteps Ghost
Tour on Oct. 26 in Salem
and a night of fun at Jil-
lian’s restaurant on Nov.
12. For details on upcom-
ing events, please contact
Rebecca Brown ’98 or
Cheryl Webster ’98.

Buffalo

The Buffalo Club gathered for a community
service project to refurbish the Seneca Street
Church in March and are looking forward to
their annual Bills game and tailgate party on
Sept. 28. Larry Coon ’83 asks Buffalo area
alumni to contact him with future event ideas.

Long Island

Jessica Pristupa ’95 is interested in helping to
coordinate alumni club events on Long Island,
but would like assistance from other area
alumni in the form of volunteers and event
ideas. If you live, or would attend events, on
Long Island, please fill out the survey at
http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu/longisland

Mohawk Valley

On June 12,area alumni held a very special din-
ner with President Deborah F. Stanley. The
group is looking to increase area alumni parti-
cipation by looking for volunteers to help plan
events such as networking socials, sporting
events,a fall foliage tour,a picnic,a cruise,a the-
atre night or a wine tasting.If you would be wil-
ling to help with some of these or other events,
contact the alumni office or Liz Fowler ’68.

New York City

The alumni office is looking for volunteers
to help rejuvenate activities in the New York
City area. If you live,or would attend events, in
New York City, please fill out the survey at
http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu/nyc

North Carolina

A group of area alumni are trying to get activ-
ities going in North Carolina. Event ideas so
far include a Durham Bulls baseball game, a
picnic and networking socials. If you live in
the area or know any alumni that do, please
have them fill out the online survey at

Club Event Notices 
Using E-mail

Club events are publicized through
the alumni magazine, on the

Oswego Alumni Web site, through mail-
ings as well as e-mail. If your e-mail ad-
dress has changed for any reason or if you
haven’t given us your e-mail address yet,
please update your current information
at http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu/
alumni/where.html You may also notify
our office by completing and mailing us
the “Tell Us About Yourself” form on
page 46. We thank you in advance for
your help.

Club News
Alumni Club Contacts

NEW YORK CLUBS

Binghamton – Margaret Clancy Darling ’82, 607-748-5125 (H)

Buffalo – Larry Coon ’83, 716-852-1321 (O), 716-873-2695 (H)

Long Island – Jessica Pristupa ’95, 516-680-1779 (H), 

e-mail: Jess28754@cs.com

Mohawk Valley – Liz Fowler ’68, 315-337-9895 (H), 

e-mail: efowler1@twcny.rr.com

New York City – Volunteers needed, please contact 

the alumni office. 

Oswego – Sylvia Gaines ’76, 315-342-2662 (H), 

e-mail: sgaines@oswego.org 

Rochester – Henry Seymour ’87, 585-256-2579 (H), 

e-mail: hseymour@rochester.rr.com

Patrick Murphy ’95, 585-256-2463 (H), 

e-mail: patrickt_murphy@yahoo.com 

Melissa Sakofsky ’96, 585- 244-9115 (H), 

e-mail: susieen93@yahoo.com 

Syracuse – Kitty Sherlock Houghtaling ’87, 

315-656-2457 (H), e-mail: Kitty6of6@aol.com 

Paul Susco ’70, 315-656-3180 (H)

OTHER AREAS

Atlanta – Jeffrey Travis ’89, 770-926-7580 (H), 

e-mail: jeffreytravis@hotmail.com 

Boston – Cheryl Webster ’98, 617-767-9175 (cell), 

e-mail: cheryljuliawebster@hotmail.com 

Rebecca Brown ’98, 781-306-0894 (H), 

e-mail: brownshu@theworld.com 

Dallas, TX – Kelly Russell ’98, 214-621-6473, 

e-mail: kellyrussell7@hotmail.com 

Houston, TX – Tammy Moffitt Komatinsky ’97

832-928-4108 (cell), e-mail: tkomatinsky@houston.rr.com

North Carolina – Eric Setzer ’91, 919-786-4269 (H), 

e-mail: esetzer@nc.rr.com 

David P. Jones ’92, 919-245-3620 (H), 

e-mail: david_jones@unc.edu

Northern New Jersey – Fran Lapinski ’72, MS ’74, 973-763-

8788 (H), e-mail: cmhl3@att.net 

Tom McCrohan ’85, 973-701-1489 (H), 

e-mail: mccrohan@optonline.net 

Phoenix, AZ – Charles Weigand ’50, 

602-494-0277 (H), e-mail: wechamar@qwest.net

Andrew Brown ’94, 480-705-9096 (H), 

e-mail: azbrown@ikon.com 

South Carolina – Sonya Nordquist ’91, 

843-881-9503 (H), e-mail:  sonyan@charleston.net 

Karen Parker ’91, 843-873-1548 (H), 

e-mail: kparker98@yahoo.com 

Southern California – Julie Joseph Greenberg ’92, 

909-787-0480 (H), e-mail: socalozalumni@yahoo.com 

Tampa, FL – Wade Knott ’97, 727-528-3774 (H), 

e-mail: voodooguru1@yahoo.com 

Eric Vaughn ’00, 813-731-7683 (H), 

e-mail: evaughn77@yahoo.com 

Washington, D.C. – Kim Brooke ’87, 703-845-0788 (H), 

e-mail: kbrooke@nvcc.edu

Oswego Alumni Association, Inc., King Alumni Hall, SUNY

Oswego, Oswego, NY 13126

Phone: 315-312-2258

Fax: 315-312-5570

E-mail: alumni@oswego.edu

http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu Alumni from the 1970s to the 1990s gathered at The Grand
Canal in Boston, Mass., for a Networking Social on May 17.
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July 24-27  The City of Oswego’s fantastic
Harborfest!

On-campus housing available to alumni, friends
and family

August 4  Emeriti Luncheon
August 29  Welcoming Torchlight Ceremony
September 11-12  Oswego State Fall Classic
September 12-14  Solid State and StateSingers

Reunion/Retirement Celebration for Stan
Gosek

October 4  Chilifest in Kingston, Ontario
October 25  Dedication of Penfield Library Café
October 25  3rd Annual Oswego Athletic Hall

of Fame Dinner
November 1  Communication Studies Reunion
December 20  December Graduation

Events
http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu/north
carolina

Philadelphia

Area alumni attended a presentation, “Power
Tools for Life” by Joni Daniels ’77 in May. If
you are interested in attending other alumni
events in the Philadelphia area, please fill out
the online survey at http://oswegoalumni.
oswego.edu/philadelphia

Phoenix

Area alumni attended a Western Barbecue at
the Rock Springs Café in April and an Evening
at the Improv comedy show in June. The
group is planning a Diamondbacks vs. Mets
baseball game on Aug. 10, a return to The

Monastery in November and the third annual
luncheon early in 2004. To inquire about
future events contact Andrew Brown ’94 or
Charles Weigand ’50.

Rochester

Recent area events have included Networking
Socials at City’s Edge Sports Bar (owned by
an Oswego alumnus) on the first Friday of
each month. Future event ideas include a tour
and reception at the George Eastman House
as well as a new student/alumni picnic on
Aug. 16. If you have event ideas or would be
willing to help in the Rochester area, please
contact the alumni office.

South Carolina

In April, alumni gathered at Sticky Fingers for
a dinner with alumni director Betsy Oberst.
Upcoming event ideas include get-togethers

in Columbia in September and Hilton Head
in November for brunch and a golf tourna-
ment. If you have other event ideas, contact
Sonya Nordquist ’91 or Karen Parker ’91.

Southern California

A group of area alumni are attempting to get
activities going in LA. If you live in Southern
California, please fill out the survey at
http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu/la

Syracuse/Oswego

Alumni gathered at the Oswego Coleman’s in
May to welcome the graduating seniors to
the alumni association. Upcoming events
include a jazz night in Syracuse on Sept. 4, a
Skaneateles Dinner Cruise on Sept. 6 and a
trip to Kingston, Ontario, for Chilifest Oct. 4.
If you have any future event ideas for the
Oswego/Syracuse area, please contact the
alumni office.

Tampa

Area alumni are attempting to get more regu-
lar activities going in Tampa. If you would
attend events in the Tampa area, please fill out
the survey at http://oswegoalumni.oswego.
edu/tampa

Texas

Kelly Russell ’98 and Tammy Moffit Komatin-
sky ’97 are interested in helping to coordinate
alumni club events in and around Dallas and
Houston, but would like assistance from other
area alumni in the form of volunteers and
event ideas. If you live, or would attend events,
around Dallas or Houston, please fill out the
survey at http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu/
dallas or http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu/
houston

Washington, D.C.

Recent events included Networking Socials on
Cinco de Mayo and Flag Day as well as a
Canoe Outing on July 19. Upcoming events
include:
● Aug. 16 – Picnic – 1 p.m. at Fort Hunt

Park, Alexandria,Va.
● Sept. 20 – King Street Krawl beginning at

Murphy’s at 3:00 p.m. 713 King Street,
Old Town Alexandria,Va.

● Oct. 25 – Halloween Costume Party –
6:30 p.m. – location TBA

● Dec. 9 – Holiday Social – location TBA
If you have event ideas or if you would be will-
ing to help with future events, please contact
Kim Brooke ’87.

President Deborah F. Stanley met with
Florida alumni at a reception at the
Club at Olde Cypress, hosted by Bill
Spinelli ’84. 

Future Reunion Dates:
JUNE 4 - 6, 2004 

Classes of 1934, 1939, 1944, 1949, 1954,
1964, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1979, 1988,
1989, 1990, 1994

JUNE 3 - 5, 2005 

Classes of 1935, 1940, 1945, 1950, 1955,
1965, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1980, 1995,
1999, 2000, 2001
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Psychology Professor Brooks Gump
first drew national media attention
three years ago when a study he

worked on showed that taking vacations re-
duces your risk of heart disease.

Shortly after the results of the study
were presented at a conference, Gump’s
phone was ringing with requests for inter-
views from USA Today, Newsweek and
Time. He was also interviewed live on CNN
about how vacations are good for your
health.

Today, Gump still gets calls about the
study from major news organizations. The

Wall Street Journal recently cited the find-
ings of the nine-year study of 12,000 mid-
dle-age men, which shows a link between
taking annual vacations and reducing their
risk of coronary heart disease.

Also receiving national media attention
was Gump’s study that showed spending

time with a spouse or significant other low-
ers a person’s blood pressure. People inter-
acting with their spouse or significant other
had lower blood pressure than those inter-
acting with someone else.

Gump, who joined the department of
psychology at SUNY Oswego in 1988, spe-
cializes in health psychology, the study of
the effects of psychological variables on
physical health.

After earning his master’s degree in
general psychology at Radford College in
Virginia,Gump says he “just stumbled”into
the field of health psychology at the Univer-
sity of California in San Diego, where he
earned his doctorate in experimental psy-
chology with an emphasis on health and so-
cial psychology.

“I needed a graduate school advisor
and the best person was doing health psych
research,”said Gump. “I didn’t really think I

A Researcher
With Heart

Getting away from it all — 

whether it’s returning to 

Oswego to take in a legend-

ary sunset on the bluffs or 

relaxing with a cool drink 

in your own backyard — is 

good for you. So take your 

Oswego alumni magazine out 

to the beach, stretch out on 

a blanket, and read about 

Dr. Brooks Gump, the SUNY 

Oswego researcher who told 

Americans it’s OK to take 

off and play.

—By Patricia Rycraft O’Toole ’79

O S W E G O  ● S u m m e r  2 0 0 3
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would like that kind of research, but I did
and continue to enjoy it.”

In 1995, Gump was offered a postdoc-
toral fellowship at the University of Pitts-
burgh, where he participated in the Cardio-
vascular Behavioral Medicine Research
Training Program.

There he met his mentor, and co-au-
thor on the vacation study and several other
research projects, Dr. Karen A. Matthews,
and developed his interest in the relation-
ship between psychological factors and car-
diovascular health.

Gump and Matthews collaborated on a
recently completed study, which provides
evidence that hostile people are at higher
risk for heart disease.

Recently, he studied the effects of
chronic maternal depression on children
and presented his findings at the American
Psychosomatic Society’s annual meeting.

Currently, Gump and a team of re-
searchers are working on a study, funded by
the National Institute for Environmental
Health Sciences, to determine how pre-
natal exposure to polychlorinated biphen-
yls (PCBs) affects how the heart responds to
stress later in life.

Gump’s co-principal investigators on
the PCB study include Dr. Paul Stewart, Dr.
Thomas Darvill, Dr. Edward Lonky and Dr.
Jacqueline Reihman, all of SUNY Oswego.

In addition to his research, Gump
teaches “Research Methods,” “Health Psy-
chology” and “Cardiovascular Behavioral
Medicine.”

A defining moment

Aturning point in his life, when he
was a college student himself, shaped

Gump’s approach to teaching.
After his sophomore year at Swarth-

more College in Pennsylvania, the philoso-
phy major took a leave of absence to attend
Oxford University. The program at Oxford
was primarily independent study, and
Gump admits he did not work as hard as he
should have his first semester.

“You would meet a couple of hours a
week with your tutor, one-on-one, and it’s
pretty much open the rest of the time,” he
said.

Then came a wake-up call. “I had a
great tutor who expected more from me

and told me so.”At that point Gump reded-
icated himself to his studies.

“To some degree, that’s where I got my
self-motivation,” he said. “I got away from
external reasons for doing things.”

His time at Oxford, he said,“was prob-
ably the best education I ever got.”

Like his tutor at Oxford,Gump looks to
his students to accept responsibility.“If you
are in this learning relationship, you’re ex-
pected to do the work, you need to meet me
halfway,”he said.

“I enjoy mentoring,”he said.“That’s al-
ways been where I have learned the most,
the one-on-one directed research.”

That individualized approach person-
alizes teaching.“I think it is the relationship
that is the foundation,” he said.

“When I’m teaching, any time I cover
something that they can read, I feel like I
am wasting my time and wasting their
time,” he said. “I try to make my classes
very interactive.”

Gump said he intentionally writes the
most comments on the best papers he re-
ceives “because they put the most work
into it.”

The son of a physician who specialized
in infectious disease at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity then taught at the University of
Vermont, Gump had initially been on a
pre-med track.

When it came time to interview for
medical school, Gump realized he was
more interested in research and psychology.
“I talked about Freud the whole time in the
interview,”he said.“I wanted to understand
why people do what they do, what moti-
vates their behavior.”

What he finds most satisfying about

the research he does is “working with others
toward finding the answer to questions. So,
collaborations and mentoring are the most
satisfying for me.”

Getting away

So, does Gump take time for vacations
between media interviews, teaching and

research?
You bet. But he doesn’t always travel on

vacations.
You don’t need to go far to reap the

benefits of time away from the job. You can
vacation in your backyard, as long as you
insulate yourself from work, he said.

“Going on vacation and taking your
laptop and letting everyone know where
you are is basically working in another loca-
tion,” he said. “Vacationing may serve the
biggest function by getting away from the
potential threats or stressors.”

Sometimes Gump vacations with his
family at home in Oswego. He and his wife,
Linda, have two children — a 5-year-old
son and an 8-year-old daughter. Linda, a
clinical psychologist in Oswego, recently
opened Port City Psychotherapy.

The couple, married in 1988, met in
New York City when he worked for her at
Payne Whitney Clinic.

“She was a charge nurse and I was a
mental health worker,” he said. “We both
decided we wanted to go back to graduate
school, so six months after meeting we left
New York City and headed to Knoxville,
Tenn.”They both took classes at the Univer-
sity of Knoxville and then transferred to
Radford University.

After a master’s there and doctorate in
California, Gump earned his master’s in
public health with an emphasis in epidemi-
ology at the University of Pittsburgh, as
part of a National Research Services Award.

Shortly thereafter, Gump came to
SUNY Oswego, drawn by the opportunity
for “collaborative research and quality
teaching.”

“The faculty is very supportive, very
collegial, and the administration is very
supportive of research,” as evidenced by the
renovated space for the Social and Environ-
mental Medicine Laboratory in Mahar
Hall, he said. ●

“I enjoy mentoring.

That’s always been

where I have

learned the most,

the one-on-one

directed research.” 
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D I S E A S E
Targeting

A gentle-spoken man, Dr. Ban-An

Khaw ’69 is modest and cheerful. 

In his white lab coat, he doesn’t look

like a warrior. But he is on the front

lines in the battle against ailments

like cancer and heart disease. He

turns sugars, fats and antibodies

into powerful weapons in that war.

And his mightiest weapon is his

desire for knowledge.

—Story by Michele Reed,

Photography by Webb Chappell



I
n his Center for Cardiovascular Targeting at
Northeastern University, Ban-An Khaw ’69

is at the cutting edge of medical research,
developing new approaches for diagnosing
and treating various cardiovascular diseases

and cancers. The George D. Behrakis Professor of Pharmaceutical
Sciences at Northeastern since 1991, he holds a dozen patents, is the
author of about 200 papers and 100 lectures and his work has been
recognized in the international scientific community.Yet, when you
ask about his accomplishments, he will tell you,“I didn’t think it was
anything out of the ordinary. I did it because I loved it.”

He came by that love of learning and discovery early, at his
grandfather’s knee. Born in Burma of Chinese and Burmese her-
itage, he was sent to boarding school in Darjeeling, India, to obtain a
western education. When the military dictator Ne Win took over
Burma, he isolated the entire country from the outside world.“I was
a teenager and cut off from my family and home — a home that I
would not see again for 20 years,” Khaw says. It was the memories
of his family and friends, the advice they handed down to him,
and the aspiration to follow in the footsteps of an uncle, Dr. Kon-
Taik Khaw, that ultimately sustained the young man.

“It was not the first time that our family had been forced to sur-
vive the chaotic upheaval of our land,”he tells.“My grandfather,Boon
Teng Khaw, saw a lot of the Khaw clan members killed by the victori-
ous republicans because an uncle was a royalist and supported the re-
turn of the last Emperor of China. My grandfather escaped from
China by hiding in an oil barrel, stowing away on a ship to Burma.”

In Burma, Ban-An’s grandfather, Boon
Teng Khaw, and father, Kon Saing Khaw,
built the family fortune only to see it repeat-
edly stolen by the Burmese military regime.
“But, they could not take my grandfather’s
greatest possession, the treasured advice that
he passed along to me before I left for school
in India. He said, ‘Your education is the only
thing you will have that no one can take
away from you.’”Ban-An shares those words
now with his own students and children.

E X C I T E M E N T  O F  
D I S C O V E R Y

That sentiment fuels his sense of
discovery, his drive for knowl-
edge. “That’s what keeps me

going. To be on the forefront of whatever
I’m doing and no one has thought of it,” he
says. “That’s the excitement I get and why I
stay in academia.”

Certainly few have even imagined the
types of things that Ban-An Khaw has dis-
covered.
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Everyone knows that broccoli is good for your health, but
Khaw took it one step further. He and his colleagues found a sugar
molecule in broccoli, put radioisotopes in it and found that it tar-
gets dead tissue in the heart very quickly.

Initial studies were done in Italy with Dr. Giuliano Mariani at
the University of Genoa and Pisa, and clinical trials are under way
in the United States and Canada.

Each year about six million patients arrive at emergency
rooms complaining of chest pains. The current diagnosis is by
clinical history, EKG and determination of the serum levels of cer-
tain heart proteins. Although EKG is widely used, up to 50 percent
of heart attacks can be missed. The determination of the heart
protein levels in the serum has a delay of about 6 hours from the
time of the onset of chest pain. Khaw’s sugar molecule shows re-
sults within one to three hours of injecting it into the body as a
picture of the region of the injured heart.

Another use for the method is to detect breast cancer.
The sugar molecule, tagged with a radioisotope, is taken up by

cancer cells mistaking it for a glucose-like molecule. Preliminary
studies show that it seems to bind only with malignant lesions, not
benign, thus potentially giving not only swift but more specific
diagnosis, according to Khaw.

“To me this is very important,” he says. “It would benefit so
many women.” There are 180,000 new cases of breast cancer each
year in the United States alone.

Khaw’s method would be quicker and may prove to be more
accurate than mammography, the current gold standard of diag-
nosis. The agent may also find use in treating breast cancer.

Using similar nuclear imaging processes, Khaw and his col-
leagues are working on tests to diagnose other diseases and condi-
tions, such as stroke, extending the usefulness of this technology to
help even more people.

He and his colleagues at Northeastern University and Massa-
chusetts General Hospital also made a breakthrough in discovering
the secrets of end-stage heart failure. They showed that heart cells
in end-stage heart failure are programmed to die. The heart
enlarges and fails to pump needed blood to the body’s organs. The
researchers’ findings could lead to early intervention and novel
treatment. The potential impact of these findings is staggering —
there are about 400,000 new cases of heart failure diagnosed each
year in the United States, and three million patients suffer conges-
tive heart failure.

H E A L I N G  H E A R T S

A discovery patented in 1998 and still in the experimental
stage, is the “cellular Band-Aid,” which offers hope for
those who suffer a heart attack.

Knowing that heart attacks basically lead to formation of holes in
the wall of the heart muscle cells, thus causing cells to die,Khaw asked
a simple question:“What if we patch the holes? Will the cell live?”

So he took fat globules, made of membranes very similar to
heart cell membranes, and put antibodies on the globules. The anti-
body, antimyosin, can only bind to a damaged cell with holes in the
membrane. These fat globules called liposomes plug the holes and
then fuse with the heart membrane and patch it up.“After that, the
cell will live when oxygen and energy sources are restored,” says
Khaw.
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Dr. Vlademir
Petrovich Torchilin
(left), a Lenin
Award winner 
and now chair 
of the Department
of Pharmaceutical
Sciences at North-
eastern, has been a
colleague of Khaw’s
since they were 
the first US-USSR
scientists to publish
a joint scientific
peer reviewed 
article and to be
issued a joint
patent. They still
collaborate on
many projects.

Models of three hearts: from left, a normal, hypertrophied and 
failing heart.
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W
hen Ban-An Khaw ’69

looks back, he thinks about

the time he spent as a

young man, away at boarding school

and unable to return to his homeland

of Burma, which was under despotic

military rule. But, he is quick to point

out, “I found a home at Oswego.”

He and his cousins, Kenneth 

and Tony Lao ’71, came to Oswego

under the sponsorship of their uncle,

Dr. Antonio Cua, who was a professor

and chair of philosophy on campus. 

Before that Ban-An was sent at

age 12 to a Jesuit school in Darjee-

ling, India, high in the Himalayan

Mountains. The young boy would 

look out at the white-capped peaks

of Kenchenjuanga range and wish

that he could touch snow. 

“Boy, was my wish ever granted

at Oswego!! The first thing that I

saw here when I arrived for my first

semester in January 1968 was snow.

Then there was more and more

snow,” he says. “The snow drifts were

so high that I remember seeing only

the peoples’ heads moving along the

sidewalk. And if the snow wasn’t

enough, then there was the razor

sharp wind!” Khaw wondered if all

America was like that, and even

entertained thoughts of returning to

the warmer climes of India. 

“But I stayed. And what a smart

decision that was for me,” he says. 

Ban-An’s introduction to Ameri-

can education was not without com-

plications. He clearly remembers his

first exam in the philosophy of 

history. He was shocked to see that

he had failed. He couldn’t understand

why — he had thoroughly answered

three questions, writing pages of

information. “Unfortunately, there

were five questions,” he says with a

wry chuckle. In India he had learned

to answer a few questions very thor-

oughly, but in America students were

expected to answer all the questions. 

The professor was understand-

ing, explained the American way of

test-taking, and discounted the

grade. “This advice from a consider-

ate and understanding professor,

dedicated to education, forced me to

a new realization and expanded my

own horizons,” says Khaw, who often

relates the story to his own students. 

“Because Oswego gave me this

precious opportunity to a solid educa-

tion, I was able to take my career into

the international realm,” he says. He

went on a scientific exchange program

with the USSR, that ended with pere-

stroika, and he and his Soviet counter-

part were the first to jointly publish

scientific papers and hold the first US-

USSR joint patent. “I represented the

best of the young American scientists

to the best of the young Soviet scien-

tists.” He was president of the Chinese

American Society of Nuclear Medicine

and led a delegation to China on

behalf of the society. 

After Oswego, Ban-An earned

master’s and doctoral degrees from

Boston College and held a post-

doctoral fellowship at Massachusetts

General Hospital and Harvard Univer-

sity. In 1991 he accepted the endow-

ed professorship at Northeastern

University and became director of

the Center for Drug Targeting and

Analysis, which evolved into the

Center for Cardiovascular Targeting.

He has been nominated for the

Marie Curie Award in 1990 and

received the Berson-Yalow Award

from The Society for Nuclear Medi-

cine twice, once in 1991 and the 

second time in 2001. He also

received the Northeastern University

Academy of Distinction Award for

Innovation in 2000.

He was honored by his alma

mater at Reunion 2002, when he 

was presented with Oswego’s

Distinguished Alumnus Award.

“My career has taken me around

the world where I have cultivated

extraordinary friendships,” he says.

“Most important of all, I have had

the satisfaction of seeing my experi-

ments and theories bear fruit in the

clinical arena. I am deeply touched

by the realization that I have con-

tributed, however small, to the allevi-

ation of some of the suffering of

mankind.” ●

FROM OSWEGO TO A GLOBAL CAREER

“My career has taken me around the world where I have 

cultivated extraordinary friendships,” he says. “Most important of

all, I have had the satisfaction of seeing my experiments and the-

ories bear fruit in the clinical arena. I am deeply touched by the

realization that I have contributed, however small, to the allevia-

tion of some of the suffering of mankind.”



The fat globules can deliver drugs and beneficial genes right
into the heart cells. “We can deliver therapeutic genes while sal-
vaging the heart muscle,” Khaw explains. Genes, such as those that
will induce new blood vessel growth in the region of the heart at-
tack, should prevent reoccurances.

Current therapies involve using clot-busting drugs. This solves
the symptom, but the original reason for the formation of the clot is
still there.Another favorite therapy is angioplasty, where a balloon is
inserted into the blood vessel to open it up.“But there is the chance
that the cells will proliferate and close up
again,” explains Khaw.

He and his colleagues have demon-
strated the feasibility of their new method
with animal models, but it will take many
more years to find its way into human use.

Khaw predicts it will take 10 to 15
years to bring his discovery to market. It
may take longer without funding sup-
port from government agencies.

“It gives me strength to persevere
and satisfaction to prove to the doubt-
ers,” he says. “That’s the thrill of doing
what I do. No one has done this before,
and as you know, radical ideas are not
easily accepted.

“People think I’m a little crazy,” he
adds with a shy smile.

F R E E D O M  T O
E X P L O R E

K haw, who holds a dozen
patents and is a principal in
two biotechnology companies

— Molecular Targeting Technologies
Inc., founded in 1993 and Biospecific
Inc. in  2001 — says he stays in his
teaching and researching position at
Northeastern because of the intellectual
freedom it allows him.“Academia allows
me to do things that no one has thought
of before or believes could be done,” he
says. “If I went to industry, they would
say, ‘Don’t waste your time.’”

He enjoys the freedom to work on
whatever idea strikes his fancy.“Don’t let
anybody tell you it is a stupid idea,” is
his advice. “There are no stupid ideas.
Stupidity lies in not having ideas. If you
believe something, go and show it.”

Of course his university office is not
the only place Khaw gets his ideas.
Sometimes they come to him while

sleeping or driving. And that can be dangerous. “For a while I
started to carry a Dictaphone, but my fellows told me,‘Please don’t
do that, you will get into an accident,’” he laughs. “I like to drive
long distances, concentrating on the road and driving, ideas
come.”

Wherever and whenever those ideas come, Ban-An Khaw
makes the most of them, putting to use his grandfather’s advice and
the education he got at Oswego, to make the world a healthier place
for people. ●
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Tala Khudairi, a doctoral student at the Center for Cardiovascular Targeting, discusses a 
question with Dr. Khaw.



WELCOME
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During your years at

Oswego, the campus

was home to you. Now,

you have a home in King

Alumni Hall. And that

home was recently 

renovated. Here’s 

a peek at King 

Alumni Hall, past 

and present.

—By Michele Reed

WELCOME
HOME
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Y
ou enter through a heavy wood-

paneled door, topped by a half-

round leaded glass window,

through a foyer with ceramic

tile floor. The sight that greets your eyes is a

curving mahogany and iron banister along-

side a staircase carpeted in an Oriental pat-

tern. You pass photos of Oswego Normal

School Classes — 1906, 1914, 1915 in their

starched white shirtwaists — as you climb

to the cypress-paneled landing where sun-

light streams through a Palladian window.

You have just come home — to King

Alumni Hall.

Everywhere you look, the history of the

college is on display. You can thumb

through the 1919 Oshwakee yearbook, feel-

ing its suede cover and smelling the slightly

musty scent of old paper. Feel the weight of

history as you lift down the huge wooden-

bound ledger that lists the college’s first

graduates, including their first jobs and

spouses. Marvel at Edward Austin Shel-

don’s desk chair — the caning still intact.

Finger the doorknob from a New York City

public school, brought back by Herb

Siegel ’40; smile at the cut-paper silhouette

of President James Riggs (“Listen to this

one!”); imagine a current freshman don-

ning the old woolen beanie with the yellow

felt “O.”

From a 1918 Welland Constitution

and 1927 class pins to a sterling silver tea

service donated by the class of 1951 and

scrapbooks of sororities and sports teams

of the 1970s, King Hall is a repository of

the college’s memories. Floor-to-ceiling

bookcases are lined with old yearbooks

and the published works of alumni: chil-

dren’s picture books and cookbooks to

novels and computer handbooks.

But it’s not just a home to history. This

lively hall is filled every day with the voices

of students working on alumni projects,

and frequently welcomes distinguished

guests. During the holiday season it is be-

decked with holly and ribbons and in

spring bright flowers can be seen lining the

walk and gracing the table for receptions.

This year, recognizing the importance

of the building to Oswego’s alumni and the

life of the campus, the college renovated

King Hall. A new roof, new windows, ren-

ovated dormers and asbestos abatement

renewed the look and helped preserve this

historic building. The campus paid for the

$50,000 restoration, and the revenue from

licensing of the college logo provided

$12,000 in storm windows.

Today King Hall is sounder, spiffed up

and ready to welcome you — our alumni

— home to campus.

KING ALUMNI HALL WAS
designed for the Howard (Frank)
Joy family by the Chicago archi-
tectural firm of William C. Krieg,
J.T. Hetherington and M.D.
Hetherington. 

The builder was A. Paine and
Sons, General Contractors, “Manu-
facturers of Doors, Sash, Window
and Door Frames, Mouldings,
Casing, Stairs, Etc.” They had their
mill at 142 West Second Street in
Oswego. The phone number was
typical of the time, only four digits
long: 584-J.

Charles Joy still has the
receipts showing the cost of the
work. The home cost a total of
$10,533.55 to construct, accord-
ing to an invoice dated Dec. 31,
1927.

Workmen were paid $1 
an hour for work in the shop 
or home. Mill work went for 
$1.75 hour. 

A 61-foot length of mahogany
for the banister cost $24.40.
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“I
remember sliding down that
banister,” said Jim Metcalf ’59

with a mischievous grin. He
was visiting King Alumni Hall

with his cousin, Charles Joy, who grew up
in the house.

“And that’s where the Christmas tree
was,” Charlie said, pointing to a spot in
the sunroom.

King Hall was a family home, long
before it became a college building. It was
built in 1927-28 for Howard (Frank) Joy,
Charles’ father and owner of the Adams
Hotel in Oswego, and his wife, Nellie.

“I lived here all my life, until I went
into the service in 1951,” said Charles,
who was born in 1931. He grew up in the
house at 300 Washington Blvd. with his
parents, grandparents and three sisters,
Jane, Mary and Nancy.

Charlie and Jim enjoyed reminiscing
about the house, where they spent many
boyhood  hours together. Jim’s father died
when the boy was young and he and his

mother, Lura, Nellie Joy’s sister, would
come for Sunday dinner every week, and
spent most holidays with the Joys.

When the house was built there were
no homes in the neighborhood, Charles
remembers. From the backyard to Route
104 were only fields. So the college, now
Sheldon Hall, was their only neighbor.
Charles attended the Campus School in
Sheldon Hall. Jim did his practicum there
and his wife, Nancy Covell Metcalf ’56

did her student teaching in Old Main.
Charles has a clear picture of his old

home in his mind, and took alumni staff
on a tour of the house, pointing out the
way it was when he was a child.

“There was a big chandelier here. The
walls were all beige, and the trim was nat-
ural wood,” he pointed out in the green-
painted East Room, the former living
room, which the Alumni Association now
uses for meetings, receptions and the like.
Jim chuckled as he remembered a Sunday
afternoon ritual. There was a big Oriental

FROM

FAMILY

HOME TO

ALUMNI

HOME

Charles Joy (left) and Jim Metcalf ’59 relax in front of the fireplace in the King Hall East Room. 
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rug, which covered most of the floor.
Nellie would make the guys straighten it
out, while she supervised.“She ruled the
roost with a wooden spoon,” recalled Jim.

Sundays were special for the family.
Every week meant club sandwiches for
lunch and a chicken boiled up for dinner.

The two grandmothers would play
cards in the sunroom, which was the hub
of family life.“Grandfather would sit and
smoke his pipe and chew at them,” said
Jim. The ladies played 500 rummy, with-

out fail.“I think they cheated,” Jim said.
“They were really old ladies.”

Under Frank’s chair in the dining
room was a bell that was rung by stepping
on it, so the hotel staff brought in to wait
on large dinner parties could be sum-
moned to bring out the next course. An
industrial-size refrigerator in the basement
kept the food cold.

In the basement, Charles showed
alumni staffers where his father’s wood
shop was.“He made the girls’ beds and
bureaus, out of Birdseye maple,” he said.

Also in the basement, he reminisced

about Heidi, the Doberman pinscher he
had at age 14, whose litter of puppies got
loose and ran amok through a gathering
of nurses his mom was hosting. Jim had
Heidi’s brother Fritz,“a real junk-yard
dog,” he recalls.

Outdoors, the cousins pointed out
where grandfather’s rose garden was and
where peony bushes lined the back walk.
“A flag was flown from the balcony (in the
front of the house),” remembered Charles.
“Grandfather climbed out the bathroom
window to put it out.”

“Yeah, that’s the window we dropped

the water balloons from,” quipped Jim.
The pair used to aim for Charles’ sisters
and their beaus on the front porch.

“You can even see the hooks where
the awnings were hung over the window,”
Charles pointed out. When told that the
aging roof had been replaced, he told
alumni staff the original roof was pink
slate held in place with copper nails.

When Charles and his sisters grew up
and left home, Frank Joy sold the house to
the college for the token sum of one dollar.

At first the building was called Draper
Hall, after the street running along its side.

“Here’s where they hung the awnings,” says Charles Joy, who grew up in the house at 
300 Washington Blvd., now King Alumni Hall. 

“It’s our desire to be a

focal point on campus 

for all alumni functions.”
Ed Caraccioli ’54 

in Summer 1970 Alumni News



In the early 1960s the name was changed
to Carol King House for “a popular young
associate dean who died of a rare form of
cancer,” according to Oswego: Fountain-

head of Teacher Education by Dr. Dorothy
Rogers.

The building was a residence for men
and then one for women. In 1971, the
Alumni Association set up offices in King
Hall. In his summer 1970 column in the
Alumni News, Association President Ed

Caraccioli ’54 wrote: “Currently, the Ex-
ecutive Council of the Association has
two main goals. One is to establish a per-
manent home, on campus, out of which
expanded services and activities can be

carried out. It is our desire to be the focal
point on campus for all alumni functions.
It would be a place where a permanent
memorial to Dr. Edward Austin Sheldon
would be maintained along with other
historical materials. Finally, it would pro-
vide a meeting place for not only Alumni,
but students as well.”

The spring 1971 issue of the News an-
nounced the “New Alumni Home” —
King Hall — which also housed the Facil-
ities Programming office and a portion of
the Speech Clinic staff. The News reported
that in recent years the building had been
a “dormitory, fraternity house and sorori-
ty house.”

Just when the Alumni Association
moved out of the house is unknown, but
it was variously used as offices for the Re-
search Center, Regional Services Program
and other campus offices until 1991.
Then-President Stephen L. Weber relocat-
ed the Office of Alumni and Parent Rela-
tions from Culkin Hall to the home on
Washington Boulevard and renamed it
King Alumni Hall.

Over the years the building was reno-
vated and redecorated — much of it
through alumni donations — to make it
the welcoming home for alumni it is now.

Whatever its use at a given time, one
thing can be said of King Alumni Hall.
“There are a lot of memories in this
house,” said Jim Metcalf.“There certainly
are,” echoed Charles Joy. ●
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Above, an oil portrait of Carol King, for 
whom the hall is named, hangs in the East
Room. Left, alumni officers and staff cele-
brated the new alumni headquarters in
1971. They are from left, John Daken ’66,
executive secretary (now a member of 
the Oswego Alumni Association Board of
Directors), Klaude Konrad ’69, vice presi-
dent; Edward Caraccioli ’54, president; 
and Eileen Poucher, office secretary.
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E
llen Cypher Ruffino ’31 recalls 

that her daughter Sarah M. (Sally)
Ruffino ’63 lived in King Hall while she

was a student. “I don’t recall what title

was given to a resident who was respon-

sible for all those who lived there, but

Sally was that person.” Sally went on to

join the Peace Corps, serving in Liberia,

Ellen writes. Sally contracted epilepsy

and died due to a fall in 1993.

W
illiam T. Mayer ’57 was a Korean

War veteran when he transferred

to Oswego from Westchester Community

College in spring semester of 1955.

Because the dorms were overcrowded,

King Hall was converted to a small resi-

dence for about 30 men, with double and

single bunks. “After two years sleeping

on the same type bunk, I felt at home 

on the bottom bunk,” he writes. “The 

students that lived there for the spring

semester were mostly veterans, a few

transfer students, two freshmen and two

sophomores who were our ‘counselors.’

Our ages ranged from 18 to 28, but we

got together like family with the older

guys taking care of the kids . . .

“Our hardest job was going to the

cafeteria through the daily snow storms.

It was typical to cross Washington Blvd.

and find one side of your face and clothing

white with snow and the other side nor-

mal,” he writes. “After eating military

food, the cafeteria food was gourmet. We

used to sit next to freshman girls so their

food did not go to waste. They were still

used to their mothers’ cooking.”

S
usan Pierce Lohnas ’74 remembers

tutoring students in the Regional

Service Program during spring semester

of 1973 on the first floor of King Hall. 

L
yndi Waterman Mott ’79 remem-

bers King Hall when it was the home

to the State University Research Center

at Oswego (SURCO). “During my time at

Oswego, SURCO was directed by Dr. Ron

Scrudato,” Lyndi says. “I remember King

Hall well since I spent many, many hours

there working on my research paper

based on the study I was working on for

SURCO. It was definitely the place to

find people interested in studying the

environment and at especially that time,

acid rain.” ●

ALUMNI MEMORIES

King Hall as it appeared in the spring 1971 Alumni News announcement of the “New Alumni Home.”
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F
or the recent restoration work 

to King Alumni Hall, SUNY

Oswego received a Preservation

Appreciation Award from the Heritage

Foundation of Oswego.

“The repairs to the roof, dormers,

windows and entrance portico of this

20th-century Tudor Revival is very much

appreciated and helps to sustain this fine

architectural example,” said Patricia
Banta Levine ’86, director of the

Heritage Foundation..

The Heritage Foundation of Oswego

is a not-for-profit organization dedicated

to the preservation and promotion of

Oswego County’s historic and architec-

tural resources.  When the building need-

ed roof-tile replacement and other atten-

tion, it was important to ensure that the

work remained architecturally appropri-

ate because of King’s history, said Jerry

DeSantis, associate vice president for

facilities services.

“We recognize that architectural

resources are significant and that the

campus has a responsibility to maintain

the integrity of those resources the best

we can,” he said.

A member of the Thomas Group, the

architectural firm that did the design and

construction administration on the 

re-roofing project, is Bob Hastings, son 

of Dr. James ’41 and Nina Livaccari
Hastings ’43.

About 15 staff members and 15 

student workers work in King Alumni

Hall, said Betsy Oberst, director of 

alumni and parent relations.

“The building offers one of the

warmest atmospheres on campus

because it is such a lovely and historic

place, as well as a former home,” she

said. “I was very excited to find out we

received this acknowledgement.” ●

— Tim Nekritz

REGAL 

RENOVATION

EARNS

RECOGNITION

These views of the back of King Hall show the new
outside balcony railing and Palladian window on the
landing.
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1939 65th
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1934 70th

Call us at: 315/312-2258

E-mail us at: alumni@oswego.edu

Fax us at: 315/312-5570

Visit our Web site at:

http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu

C L A S S  N O T E S

Laura Margaret Galvin Vaughan ’27 has had quite a trip around the
world since her Normal School days! She accepted her first job as a
kindergarten teacher in Johnstown, where she met her husband-to-
be, Asahel “Ace” William Vaughan. Ace was a flyer and owned his
own flying field, making him a very romantic figure in town. Married
in 1937, they moved to Florida; then to North Carolina, where Ace
established a new flying service and their only child, Virginia Lee, was
born; and then New Jersey. When Ace volunteered for the Royal
Canadian Air Force, the family moved to Canada. When the U.S.
entered World War II, Ace returned to join the U.S. Army Air Corps
and the family lived in five different states, before returning to
Oswego while Ace shipped off to Europe. There were a few more
moves, including one to Germany and then, when Ace retired from
the service in 1953, the family came home. Shortly, life would come
full circle, and Laura found herself teaching in Johnstown again, and
later in Oswego, until her retirement in 1967. Laura has always said
she is very grateful for her teacher training, Ginny reports. As the
wife of a pilot, she had the security of knowing that she could sup-
port herself and her daughter if anything happened to her husband.
In 1990 Laura sold the house in Oswego and now lives with Ginny
and her husband, Robert Saldich, in Palo Alto, Calif.  She has four
grandchildren, all of whom have graduate degrees. 

Class Notes
Laura Margaret
Galvin Vaughan ’27
in the early 1930s at
the Vaughan Flying
Field, owned by her
husband-to-be.
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JUNE 4–6

’68, ’69, ’70 
35th Cluster Reunion

JUNE 4–6

1964 40th

“WINNING MATCHES IS A
bonus,” said Joe Bena ’64,
head wrestling coach for 
Niskayuna High School, as 
he concluded his 34-year
coaching career. “If a wrestler
comes out for the sport and
gives it everything he’s got and
has fun, then that’s what mat-
ters. And he’ll probably get his
hand raised more often with
that attitude.”

Bena began his coaching
career at Newburgh Free
Academy, where he taught for three years. He began teaching
technology and coaching at Niskayuna in 1968 and became head
varsity coach in 1972.

Bena is the top coach in New York State’s Section II his-
tory with 431 wins, the second highest record in the state
overall. He has coached 76 Class A champions, 42 Section II
champions and seven state champions, including 1984 Olympic
gold medalist Jeff Blatnick.

Bena was in the Navy before becoming a wrestler for
SUNY Oswego. In 1963, he placed third in the New York State
College Division for his weight class, 157. Bena said that
Oswego wrestling Coach Jim Howard had a work ethic that
inspired his own coaching.

David Bloom ’93, a teacher and coach at Niskayuna, said
Bena should be remembered as a man who affected many lives
in a positive way. “He helped kids succeed who would not have
succeeded otherwise,” Bloom said. 

Bena and wife Lois (National High School Coaches’ “Wife of
the Year” in 1987) have four children: one daughter and three
sons who were champion wrestlers. 

For Bena, wrestling is more than just a sport. “It’s a family
thing,” he said.

—Kimberly Trela ’04

Lois and Coach Joe Bena ’64 at
Joe’s last home wrestling meet.

A group of alumni gathered at West Palm Beach, Fla., for a February
reunion. They are, kneeling from left, Carol Roth Blieberg ’51, Cherie
Lyon Eisdorfer ’49, Louis Cortese ’49 and Ed Ball ’48; and standing
from left, William Reynolds ’49, Nathan Finkel ’49, Ruth Karp 
Lamb ’51, Patrick Corsentino ’50, Natalie Ringer Tatz ’51, Mimi
Baum Kiriluk ’50, Mark Goroff ’50, Jack Kiriluk ’50, Norman 
Brust ’49, Barbara Pearl Goroff ’51, Doris Terry Carin ’51, Arthur
Carin ’51, Howard Seidman ’50 and Mona Langbart Seidman ’51.

Farewell to a Coaching Legend
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LINDA PIETROPAOLI BOUVIER ’66 of Milford, Conn., volun-
teered her time last fall in a goodwill mission to the Philippines
with Rotary International. The group’s mission: to transform a
rundown health facility in Tanjay City into a modern emergency
medical clinic.

“People in Tanjay City die from ordinary diseases because
there is no immediate health facility,” said Bouvier. The nearest
hospital is more than 30 miles away.

“The average U.S. medicine chest is better equipped than the
rudimentary health clinic that is being renovated,” said Bouvier.
“Stabbings, heart attacks and appendicitis are usually fatal.”  

Bouvier volunteered for the trip because she felt her role 
as a former newspaper reporter and as current club secretary
could help document the trip.

A member of her Milford chapter, Dr. Vincite Batiancila, is 
a native of Tanjay City in the Negros Oriental province. The
chapter first became involved with the Rotary Club of Tanjay
through a clothing drive.

“Milford Rotary sent about 38 boxes of clothing that Tanjay
Rotarians inventoried, numbered and catalogued for distribution 
to the needy,” said Bouvier. “Then about 5 years ago, Dr. Batiancila,
a local surgeon, asked [us] to assist his impoverished town.”

The Milford Rotary Club raised $70,000 for the project 
from contributions and fundraisers including tennis and golf 
tournaments.

Bouvier became a member of the Milford Rotary Club in
1993 while she was editor of the local newspaper, a position she
held for 16 years. Now she is semi-retired and works as a sales
associate at Connecticut Kitchen Design in Milford. 

— Kimberly Trela ’04

Bouvier Extends a Helping Hand

Linda Pietropaoli Bouvier ’66 hops a ride on a truck to a sugar cane
field and school on a Tanjay City Rotarian’s property during a goodwill
mission to the Philippines.

Syracuse Lawyer Raises the Bar
M. CATHERINE RICHARDSON ’63
received the New York State Bar
Association’s 2002 Ruth G. Schapiro
Memorial Award. She is a member of
the Syracuse law firm of Bond, Schoe-
neck & King, PLLC and general counsel
for BlueCross of Central New York.

The Schapiro Award was estab-
lished in 1992 to recognize a member
of the association who has made a

noteworthy contribution through pro bono work to women’s
concerns, or given service to bar associations or other groups. 

Richardson is a past president of the New York State and
Onondaga County bar associations, and is currently a member
of the American Bar Association’s House of Delegates and its
Commission on Women in the Profession – Breast Cancer
Advocacy Training Program. She also serves on the state bar’s
Nominating Committee and House of Delegates. She co-chairs
NYSBA’s Task Force on Gender Equity Implementation.

After Oswego, Richardson went on to graduate school at the
University of Northern Colorado. She was tenured as an educator
and then earned her law degree from Syracuse University
College of Law magna cum laude in 1977. She is vice-chair of the
Oswego College Foundation and a past member of Oswego’s
College Council.

She is now active in the Syracuse-area community, serving
on several boards, and is the recipient of numerous honors and
awards. 
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From Oswego to 

Corporate Leadership
SUSAN PIERCE LOHNAS ’74 SHARED HER EXPERIENCE 
in using her math degree in a corporate setting. She visited
campus this spring to meet with students and faculty in the
National Science Foundation-funded Computer Science/Math
Scholarship Program (CSEM). She shared her experiences as
customer service leader for Global Computer Operations and 
IT leader for a related application development team at GE
Corporate. Susan was invited to campus by Dr. Jack Narayan,
distinguished teaching professor and dean of graduate studies,
who taught her and her husband, Douglas Lohnas ’75, in his
differential equations class in the early seventies. “Her visit
reinforced my belief that students can also have a great impact
on professors,” said Narayan. Here, Susan talks with Harpreet
Kaur ’04, Kerry Ann King ’04 and Elisa Capers ’04.

Creativity, Hard Work 

Add Up to Award
HELPING STUDENTS 
DISCOVER “THE INHERENT
BEAUTY OF MATHEMATICS”
earned Donna Norton
Roberts ’72 national 
recognition in March. The
teacher of mathematics and
computer programming at
Liverpool High School since
1972, she was the sole New
York state teacher of sec-
ondary mathematics hon-
ored with the Presidential
Award for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science
Teaching from the National
Science Foundation. Roberts
traveled to Washington,
D.C., to collect her award
and found herself in the
White House on the day the United States declared war on Iraq.
She spoke with First Lady Laura Bush and petted the First Dog,
Barney. She attended a U. S. State Department dinner, a recep-
tion at the Smithsonian Institution Museum of Natural History
and a presentation at the National Zoo. 

“From measuring balloons for lung capacity to snapping pho-
tographs for facial symmetry, students focus on real world situa-
tions to discover the inherent beauty of mathematics,” she says of
her classes. 

At Oswego, her mathematics education was shaped by 
Dr. John Daly, Dr. Richard Orr and Dr. Patrick Casens, to name 
a few. “I continue to find inspiration from Dr. Jack Narayan, 
Dr. Patrick Halpin and Dr. Steven West (visiting professor).

“In my teaching career, I continue to have the privilege to
work with truly dedicated educators who support and inspire
my creative inclinations.”

Her husband, Frederick Roberts ’72 retired in July as direc-
tor of secondary education at Phoenix Central Schools and
teaches math at Cayuga Community College. 

Donna Norton Roberts ’72
received the Presidential Award
for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching from the
National Science Foundation in
Washington, D. C.



C L A S S  N O T E S

JUNE 4–6

1979 25th ARIZONA ALUMNI REPRESENTING CLASSES FROM THE 1940S TO 2002
gathered to meet special guest President Deborah F. Stanley at the second
annual alumni club luncheon in February. The event, organized by Charles
Weigand ’50 and Andrew Brown ’94, is one of several the busy club holds
each year. For more information about the activities of Oswego alumni clubs
throughout the United States, see pages 12 and 13, or contact the alumni
office at 315-312-2258 to get involved.

Visit Oswego in Your Pajamas!
HAVEN’T BEEN BACK TO CAMPUS 
in a while? You can visit us any time
— online! Just go to the Oswego
Alumni Association Web site and
keep in touch with your alma
mater.

Post a message on the
Alumni Bulletin Board or
update your contact informa-
tion. Share your news with
fellow alumni through a
class note for the Oswego
alumni magazine or find out
about alumni events all around the country. Send a virtual
postcard to a friend from college. Contact your old room-
mate through the e-mail directory, donate to The Fund for
Oswego or sign up for Reunion 2004. 

It’s easy to stay in touch — from the comfort of your
living room — at http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu.

Barry Thompson ’77 was quoted in the March 17 issue of
Newsweek. The article, “Small-Time Crooks,” focused on the
recent rise in bank robberies around the nation, and included
Thompson’s response to a statement regarding an increased
leniency with bank security. “I wouldn’t say that banks are
ignoring robberies, but these days, they’re also concerned with
money laundering, terrorist accounts and hackers stealing cred-
it information,” he told Newsweek. Thompson is managing part-
ner of the Thompson Consulting Group, specializing in financial
institution education and security.

N E W S M A K E R

O SW E G O  ● S u m m e r  2 0 0 333



O S W E G O  ● S u m m e r  2 0 0 3 34

Alumni Bookshelf
This column celebrates the 

publishing success of Oswego

alumni authors, illustrators and

recording artists. Please keep us

informed about new books and

CDs by requesting that your

publisher or distributor send a

copy for the Oswego Alumni

Bookshelf at King Alumni Hall.

Arthur A. Carin ’51 is the co-author with

Joel E. Bass of Teaching Science as Inquiry,

now in its ninth edition. “Inquiry is both a way 

to teach and a way for students to investigate

the world,” the authors write in their preface.

Teaching Science as Inquiry is for both prospec-

tive and experienced teachers and focuses on

teaching science in contemporary ways. Earlier

editions of the book were titled Teaching
Science Through Discovery and used a program

of teacher-directed questioning. The new edition

engages students more fully in the learning

process. The book focuses on methods and activi-

ties for teaching science as inquiry, including

chapters such as “Understanding How Children

Construct Science Knowledge” and “Connecting

Science with Other Subjects.” The text makes

use of video case studies in which students can

observe and reflect on teachers’ actions and stu-

dents’ learning and thinking. The book also has a

companion Web site for students and professors

to use. Carin is professor emeri-

tus at Queens College. (Prentice-

Hall, 20001)

Broken Hearts — Bloody Trails
is a book of short fiction by Robert
Camacho ’78. The eight stories and

novella treat universal topics of life,

death and hereafter in contemporary

fashion. In the novella, “She Loved

Then Killed,” readers follow clues from

the journal of Mark Stevens, a woman-

izing salesperson who mysteriously dis-

appears during a business trip in

Arizona. He meets his match in Marissa,

an alluring intellectual with a deadly agenda. Other

stories featured in Broken Hearts — Bloody Trails
include “Evangelista,” a chilling account of her mys-

terious past mercilessly haunts her future, “Thee,”

an eerie Halloween tale set in a cemetery where

past lives return to taunt and “Rain,” a lone sen-

tinel’s lyrical warning. Complementing Camacho’s

prose are illustrations by 18-year-old Native Ameri-

can artist Paul Cannon. Camacho, a marketing con-

sultant representing entertainment projects, musi-

cians and writers, has successfully placed a variety

of material in Hollywood, New York and Nashville.

Visit the author at www.QuickChills.com. 1stBooks

Library, 2003.

File Q-13 by Joyce Colmar ’69 is a science-

fiction thriller with a political edge — Independ-
ence Day meets The Body Snatchers. Dr. Remi

Casurella is an epidemiologist with the CDC in

Atlanta, when she and a colleague uncover evi-

dence of a “plague” that threatens the very exis-

tence of the human race. Remi is happiest work-

ing behind the scenes, spending time with her

best friend Mark Moreau and her dog Emma,

when she must take over the bureaucratic end of

things while the boss does field research. That’s

when she and Mark start tracing a series of mur-

der/suicides with certain undeniable similarities.

Their search for answers pits them against mili-

tary intelligence and a powerful senator. What

they uncover in a secret military laboratory is

unimaginable! Joyce Colmar makes her home in

Atlanta, Ga., where she is a civil trial lawyer and

adjunct professor of law. 1stBooks Library, 2003.

Margaret “Peggy” Kerouac MS ’94, 
CAS ’96 is the contributing editor of Aftermath:
In the Wake of Murder by Carrie Freitag.

Aftermath is an exploration of how people

respond to violence as individuals and as a society.

Kerouac and Freitag were featured in February on

“Final Justice” with Erin Brokovitch telling the

story of the murder of Freitag’s brother, William.

While living in Upstate New York, William was

murdered by Lawrence Tutt, a childhood friend

who impersonated William while smuggling drugs

into the country from Mexico. On Dec. 18, 1998,

Tutt murdered William in an attempt to evade

accountability for his crimes. After William’s mur-

der Peggy and Carrie found the literature on the

subject of coping with murder was “sparse and

inadequate.” So they wrote Aftermath to help

murder victims’ families cope and to aid helping

professionals in understanding the subject. At

Oswego, Peggy received the Lucy Wing Honors

Research Award. She is co-authoring a second

book, White Flame, which portrays the events

leading up to and following William Freitag’s 

murder. Chevron Publishing Corp., 2003.



O SW E G O  ● S u m m e r  2 0 0 3

Reminiscing . . . Across The Valleys, Volume 1, is a collection of

local history columns by Mark Simonson ’81. The city historian of

Oneonta, Simonson is the author of a twice-weekly column in the

Oneonta Daily Star, which forms the basis for this collection of 88

stories, illustrated with vintage photos. Simonson writes about

Oneonta history and also that of Otsego, Chenango, Delaware,

Schoharie and nearby counties in New York state. His aim is to con-

centrate on times from the Great Depression to the early 1980s,

years he feels have not received proper attention to date. Some of

the stories in the soft-cover volume focus on the anti-rent wars,

vacationing at the springs, cigar and piano manufacturing in the

area, kids’ television shows and the first telephones. Other intriguing

titles are “From Time Recorder to IBM,” “Sunday Baseball Was

Forbidden” and “The Mayor on ‘$64,000 Question.’” Mark

Simonson/Barton-Butler Graphics, 2002.

JOSEPH JONES ’87, A 
former Laker hoops star,
was named the new head
basketball coach for
Columbia University in April.
Jones had worked as an
assistant coach at Villanova
University since 1997. Now
he and his brother, James,
who is the head basketball
coach at Yale, will be the
first siblings to simultane-
ously coach in Ivy League
history. 

At Oswego, Jones
played from 1983-87 and
ranks 42nd on the school’s

all-time scoring list with 575 career points. He also is the
career leader in assists with 429 and is second in steals 
with 158.

At Villanova, Jones built a reputation as a persistent
recruiter. “Joseph’s skill as a recruiter is his biggest asset,”
Columbia’s director of physical education and intercollegiate
athletics, John Reeves, told the New York Daily News. “He has
demonstrated ability to recruit and knows the New York area.
He has been a key cog in the success at both Villanova and
Hofstra.” 

A Ronkonkoma, Long Island, native, Jones was head coach
at Comsewogue High School on Long Island from 1991 to
1994, then joined the staff of Hofstra.

Jones is the 20th coach in Columbia’s 103-year basketball
history.

Laker to Lead Lions

Joseph Jones ’87
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Crescent by Diana Abu-
Jaber ’80 is the story of 39-year-

old Sirine, an Iraqi-American chef

in Teherangeles (the Persian- and

Arab-American community in Los

Angeles) who lives with her story-

telling uncle. “It’s a story of how

to love,” is how her uncle begins

his epic tale of a cousin who sells

himself as a slave and escapes by

faking his own drowning.

“Crescent itself is such a story –

and more than that. It is a story about how to cook and how to

eat, and how to live in the new country. And, like all good novels,

it is about how to tell a story,” writes Sigrid Nunez, author of For
Rouenna, on the book jacket. Sirine spends her days cooking

Middle Eastern favorites in Nadia’s Café, a Lebanese eatery peo-

pled by university students, Middle Eastern ex-patriots and a cou-

ple of cops fascinated by the Bedouin soap operas on the TV. She

has had no lack of boyfriends – so many she can’t remember

them all — yet she’s never found one to stick with. When Sirine

falls in love with Hanif, a handsome Iraqi professor who has fled

Sadam Hussein’s regime, it stirs up all sorts of emotions — her

passions, memories of her childhood and thoughts about what it

means to be Arab-American. The novel opens with Iranian rock-

ets firing over Baghdad. That scene and the mentions of Sadam

Hussein and the exiled Iraqi made it especially timely during its

April 2003 release. Abu-Jaber is the author of the critically

acclaimed 1993 novel, Arabian Jazz, which was re-released this

year. USA Today called it “a resonant debut” and the Boston
Globe, “a joy to read.” Crescent also met with advance praise.

“Diana Abu-Jaber affirms the precious fragility of life, love, family,

and the human community in new and meaningful ways,” wrote

Sena Jeter Naslund, author of Four Spirits and Ahab’s Wife. 

W. W. Norton, 2003.
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WHEN USA TODAY WANTED to let baseball
fans know “10 great places to see ’em swing for
the fences” they turned to Jay Ahuja ’86, author
of Fields of Dreams: A Guide to Visiting and
Enjoying All 30 Major League Ballparks. “There’s
something about a ballgame that’s good for the
soul,” Ahuja is quoted as saying in USA Today.
Ahuja offered his 10 best picks, from New York’s
Yankee Stadium to Pacific Bell Park in San
Francisco, for the March 27 issue of the national
daily. “The parks were listed in no particular
order, but are among my favorite in the big
leagues,” he told Oswego. Check out the article

at usatoday.com/travel/vacations/great/2003/baseball-parks.htm
or through the index at www.usatoday.com/travel/vacations/
great/index.htm or visit sportsfanguides.com for Jay’s own 
Web site. 

N E W S M A K E R

Front Row Seat to a Memory
An ice storm that put Oswego County in a state of emergency for
several days this April did not deter the friends and family of Scott
Bart ’95 from returning to campus to honor Scott, who died in the
Sept. 11, 2001, attack on the World Trade Center. As the lights went
out all over Oswego, the group dedicated a bench in front of Tyler
Hall in memory of the young man who had lit up the lives of many
with his performances for the StateSingers. At Commencement 1995,
Scott shared his deep operatic voice with fellow graduates in his 
rendition of the national anthem. Surrounding the bench are, back
row from left, Carlos Almonte ’96, Scott’s mother Nancy Bart, sister
Kathryn Bart, father Dan Bart, brother James Bart ’00, sister Renee
Bart Tarzia ’98, brother-in-law Robert M. Tarzia ’98, and in front,
Scott’s wife, Elizabeth Bart, and Dena Grusensky. Almonte started 
the fund drive for the bench, along with a group of Scott’s friends. 
At their wedding, Carlos and his bride donated the money they would
have spent on favors toward the bench fund. For more information
about memorial trees and benches, contact the Oswego College
Foundation at 315-312-3003.
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’88, ’89, ’90 
15th Cluster Reunion

Housemates Once, Friends Forever
A group of alumnae, who were housemates as Oswego students, got
together in California last summer. From left in back are Dawn Mecca
Kolis ’92, Jodi Beesmer Ackermann, Dawn Dodds Rajkowski ’92,
Tara Boylan Dilliplaine ’93 and Denise Santora Constanza ’91, and in
front, Kris Shortino ’91. “We lived in a house with one bathroom on
West Seneca,” writes Dawn Kolis. “In that house we built a bond that
has not broken over 10 years.”

Chipping In for Cancer Research
THE ANNUAL BUBBA MEMORIAL/TKE OPEN golf tournament
in memory of Robert “Bubba” Nicklin ’87 has brought alumni
together over the years and raised thousands of dollars for can-
cer research since its inception in 1995. Bubba passed away
July 13, 1995, survived by his wife Courtney Grace Nicklin
DeWitt ’87. Last year over 40 Oswego State and Tau Kappa
Espilon alumni attended the event at the New York Country
Club in Rockland County. They represented classes from 1986 
to 1998 and came from as far away as Nevada, Colorado and
South Carolina. This year’s Bubba Memorial/TKE Open is
planned for August in Poughkeepsie. Contact John Bauerlein 
at mrbline@aol.com for more information.

Old college buddies reunited to remember a friend at the Eighth
Annual Bubba Memorial / TKE Open, from left, Robert Syrbe ’88,
Andrew Lesser ’88 (who organized the 2002 event), John
Bauerlein ’87 (2003 Bubba Open organizer) and Dominick
DelGrande ’88. 
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Teaching Teachers
Columbus M. (Ted) Grace ’95 was recently featured in the
Education Exchange, the official publication of the School of
Education at Syracuse University. Grace is an assistant profes-
sor of reading and language arts in the School of Education 
at SU where he recently received his doctorate. He says in the
article that he sees himself as an “entrepreneur turned student.”

Grace is a native of Syracuse and is a certified elementary
school teacher. When he and his wife, Jackie, began the Grace
Children’s Academy, Ted left his job and took over running the
academy business concerns and shared in teaching responsibili-
ties for 16 years. The Academy closed in 1996 in the middle of
the school year and Ted was encouraged to go back to school.
He enrolled at SU and completed his master’s in reading and
language arts. 

Grace believes oral and written skills shouldn’t be separat-
ed in the classroom. One challenge Grace says he faces is: How
do you engage students who have the ability to read and write,
but choose not to?

“Print is one way to express ourselves. Spoken word, poetry,
rap and hip-hop culture are others,” he says in the Education
Exchange article. His dissertation, in fact, focused on a unique
approach to involve African-American students in their school-
work. Grace has been on the faculty at SU for two years and
continues to travel to area schools to bring storytelling into the
classroom. 
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Several alumni athletes returned to campus to share their experiences
and insights with over 150 current students this spring, co-sponsored
by the Oswego Alumni Association, Career Services and Department
of Athletics. In the back row from left are Jon Buhner ’89 (wrestling),
now in secondary education administration with Madison/Oneida
County Board of Cooperative Educational Services; Todd Maloney ’96
(soccer), now with Pfizer Global Research and Development; Brandon
King ’92 (soccer), an attorney with Sugarman Law Firm; and Brian
Laiacona ’01 (soccer), graduate student in sport and recreation man-
agement at Temple University and a soccer coach; and front row, 
Erin Sullivan ’02 (volleyball), seventh-grade English teacher at
Phoenix Schools; and Cara Jacobson ’02 (field hockey) graduate 
student in school counseling at Syracuse University with an athletic
assistantship. Absent from the photo is Kevin Ahern ’88 (ice hockey),
teacher and hockey coach at Fulton City Schools.
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Soraya Fernandez-LaFleur ’95 (center) and her husband, Jean LaFleur (right), launched LaFleur
Technologies, their new business in New York City, with official fanfare. The couple was chosen to 
represent small business owners in the New York Metropolitan area at a mayoral press conference, 
with New York City Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg (left) and other top political figures of the New York
Metropolitan area, to announce a new business satellite center in the South Bronx. The Nov. 21 event 
also provided the LaFleurs with their entree into the public market as a corporate entity. LaFleur
Technologies is a service organization that provides IT training, professional and personal development
training and IT business solutions to individuals and small- to medium-size businesses. LaFleur Technolo-
gies has been in existence for a year and is located at 199 Lincoln Ave. Suite 212 in the heart of the 
new South Bronx. Contact them by e-mail at info@lafleurtech.com or visit their Web site:
www.lafleurtech.com (under construction at press time).
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Todd Maloney ’96 is a scientist

with Pfizer Global Research and

Development in Ann Arbor, Mich. A

chemistry major with a minor in

athletic training at Oswego, he

earned his doctorate in analytical

chemistry at SUNY Buffalo in 2002.

Q. Todd, tell us about your work for
Pfizer.

A. I’m an analytical research

chemist. I examine new drug sub-

stances, identify their purity, and

identify degradation products that

they form. A drug molecule can

break down to something other

than the drug, for example, if

exposed to heat or light. We need to identify what it

does and how it does it, to let synthetic chemists

know so they can alter the structure of the molecule

to prevent it from breaking down. The group I work

in, our slogan is “Bringing molecules to market faster

and better.”

Q. What types of drugs do you work with?

A. I work on all types of new drug substances, most

recently anti-inflammatory drugs and cancer drugs.

Q. When people talk about doing something great
with their lives, they mention finding a cure for can-
cer. How does it feel to be really doing that?

A. Great. But it’s scary as well. The drugs you work

with are as toxic to a healthy person as they are to

the cells they are designed to attack in someone who

is ill. There’s a sense of goodness, of helping people.

That’s what drove me to the field. I always was drawn

to the field of medicine, but couldn’t see myself work-

ing with people in say, surgery. How to bring people

better lives — I saw working with chemistry and

pharmaceuticals as a route to doing that.  

Q. How did you get to where you are today in your
career?

A. I owe a lot to Professor Raymond O’Donnell. He

was very influential in guiding me to what he thought

would be a good fit for me. I had a job for a brief peri-

od of time after my undergraduate years. I didn’t feel

that my talents were being used there. The work was

trivial. I had more to offer. That, with his encourage-

ment, is what pushed me to grad school and to try 

for more education. Gus Silveira was always extremely

supportive, always right behind us. (Silveira and

O’Donnell) did a real great job of making a classroom

not seem like work. You wanted to be there, hearing

their stories of how they studied, their exploits and

what experiments they did. Like the type of paint for

golf balls — Dr. Silveira’s famous story.

Q. Other influences?

A. I think my internships, both with the Environmental

Research Center and Bristol-Myers Squibb, stimulated

my drive to become serious and focused on chemistry.

I saw hands-on how what I was learning could be

used to help people. In one case, pharmaceuticals

could help people, in the other, [chemistry] could help

the environment. It was like a catalyst. I became

much more focused as a student and started to devel-

op my career goals in my junior and senior years.

Q. So, when you came here, you enrolled right away as
a chemistry major?

A. (Laughs) I picked it because it was the course I did

best in in high school. I had great high school teachers

who stimulated an interest in chemistry. I was also

fascinated — how can you know so much about

something you can’t see with your own eyes?

Q. What are some of your favorite memories of
Oswego?

A. Harborfest, Springfest, snowball fights: new campus

vs. old campus, soaping the water fountain at gradua-

tion. Late-night snacks. The Bridge Street run. Laker

Hall. My last soccer game at Oswego against Hobart, a

1-0 victory with 2” of snow on the field at kickoff. . . a

most appropriate ending. Oh, and I blew up a lab when

I was a freshman, an 8 o’clock Thursday morning lab

and I woke up every kid in the lab!

Q. You were an athlete at Oswego, weren’t you?

A. I was a goalkeeper on the men’s soccer team

(under coach Ken Peterson), a sport I played since I

was a kid. I have some great memories from practices

and preseason in August — It always seemed to be

95 degrees! On bus rides to New Paltz and tourna-

ments, teammates would make fun of me for studying

on the bus. I would wear a baseball cap and use a

mini mag light to read my books. I had labs four days

a week, late afternoon. I was usually running from

Snygg to Laker to make practice. It was a challenge

to do both, but I wouldn’t trade it for anything.

Q. Has being well-rounded helped in your career?

A. It certainly has. Being well-rounded in today’s 

business world is as important as being a straight-A

student. When I was interviewed I got a lot of ques-

tions — you’re a straight-A student, what else did you

do: Were you involved in a sport? What hobbies do

you have? A church you’re involved in? . . .What else

can you bring to the company and community?

Todd Maloney ’96. 

Helping People Through Chemistry
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We talk often – every day,
really — about what we

“do” in the Alumni Office.
Things like planning Reunion
Weekend (only a week away as
I write this!!), planning
regional alumni club events,
bringing alumni back to cam-
pus to talk to our current stu-
dents about making it in the
“real world,” organizing the
annual Torchlight ceremony
— to name just a few things.

But what we do here is
really all about the “people,”
those alumni we get the oppor-
tunity to meet and talk to, and
often become close friends
with, every single day. Sometimes
we meet them through their
efforts to help the college or to
stay connected, sometimes they need our assis-
tance — maybe to help them reconnect with a for-
mer classmate — or sometimes we hear about the
extraordinary things they are doing in their every-
day lives and communities.

Consider just a few of those people —
Tomasina Boyd Boone ’93, (who will join our

Alumni Board on July 1), is busy organizing her
friends and sorority sisters to endow a scholarship
for students of color.

Rob Cesternino ’00, whose skill at playing the
“game” took him to the final three on the most
recent segment of “Survivor: The Amazon.” His
appearance sparked a lively debate about the mer-
its of reality television on the Comm alumni list-
serv! Rob will return to campus this fall to talk
about his experience on the show — and we hope
the phenomenon of reality TV, which happened to
be the topic of his Honors thesis at Oswego!

Jerome DuVal ’92 is leading the efforts of
homeland security for our nation’s capital.

There are those who have generously chosen to
remember Oswego State in their will — the charter
members of the Sheldon Legacy Society (see list on
the inside back cover).

Dr. Thomas Weil ’66 and his wife, Barbara,
returned to campus in May and Tom delivered the
inaugural Augustine Silveira, Jr. Distinguished
Lecture instituted by the Augustine Silveira, Jr.

Fund which Tom established to honor his mentor
and friend and treasured college professor. He
spoke to a packed house of faculty and current
students — the crowd overflowed into the hallway
— and this on the final day of classes no less!

And talk about “people” — Dr. Gus Silveira,
recently retired chair of the chemistry department
and distinguished teaching professor, was the turn-
ing point in the lives of literally thousands of
Oswego State students in his approximately 40
years at Oswego. Gus has become a dear friend to
me over the years — along with many other faculty.
Like Dr. James Hastings ’41 who was the industri-
al arts/technology professor who changed the lives
of countless students, too. And Dr. Jim “Doc”
Soluri, who with his wife, Sally, came back to town
for Torchlight just to visit! Jim continues even in
his retirement to be the link with so many of our
music and theatre alumni.

So, you see, what we get to do every day here
in the Alumni Office is really all about the people.

But now I need to (frantically) return to our
Reunion preparations for next week, so I can enjoy
my favorite part of the job — the people.
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Massimi Named to 

Board of Directors
THE OSWEGO ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
WELCOMED Alice Massimi ’02 to the
Board of Directors to serve a three-year
term.

Alice served as the volunteer chair of
the Senior Class Committee in 2001-02
and helped to reinstitute a Senior Class
Gift program. She also established the
Senior Toast as a new Oswego State stu-

dent tradition under the umbrella of the Oswego Alumni
Association. Alice is a May 2002 broadcasting graduate of the
Honors Program and served as the senior class banner presen-
ter at Commencement 2002.

Following graduation, Alice worked on a temporary basis
in the Alumni Office at Oswego, and in February 2003, she
joined WTTI - 50 in Watertown as an on-air reporter.

Tell ’Em About Oswego!
WHAT’S THE BEST ADVERTISEMENT FOR AN OSWEGO 
EDUCATION? YOU ARE! 

When you share your experiences at Oswego and your 
current successes with prospective students, it’s the best
recruitment tool around. Students love to hear about how an
Oswego education changed your life. And, you can always pass
along tips for where to get the best pizza and subs in town! 

If you’d like to share your love of your alma mater with the
next generation of Oswego students, please consider becoming
part of the Alumni/Admissions Network. Just contact the alumni
office at 315-312-2258 or visit the Web site at http://oswego-
alumni.oswego.edu/alumni/getinvolved/html
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TWO OSWEGO GRADUATES WERE THE FOCUS of articles in the
December 2002 issue of The Voice, published by United University
Professions. Scott Benjamin ’88 and Joseph Storch ’02 were
profiled as recipients of the union’s Eugene P. Link Scholarship.
Benjamin was in the first class of Link scholars. “The whole experi-
ence was a great experience for me,” Benjamin told The Voice. “It
showed me that there was more in life to aspire to.” Benjamin,
who went on to earn a master’s degree in soil science, is now a
professor at Bunker Hill Community College in Boston, teaching
environmental science and some chemistry. He has a new goal —
a doctorate in science education. A soccer star at Oswego,
Benjamin is head coach of Bunker Hill’s men’s varsity soccer team.
Storch, who was a 2001 recipient of the Link Scholarship, is now
an admissions counselor at Oswego and a member of UUP. The
North Merrick, Long Island, native told The Voice that he is “proud
to be a Link Scholar and a SUNY graduate and is thrilled to be
able to spread the message about the strong academic program
at Oswego as a new admissions counselor.” He will attend law
school at Cornell University in the fall.

N E W S M A K E R Rob Comes in Third on “Survivor”
HE DIDN’T WIN THE MILLION DOLLARS, but Rob Cesternino ’00
won lots of attention as he finished in third place on CBS’
“Survivor: The Amazon” this May.

“Survivor” host Jeff Probst called him “the smartest player
never to win.” Rob was eliminated when ultimate winner Jenna
exercised her immunity and chose Matthew as her final opponent. 

“What opened in February as a game of boys-against-girls
has come down, in the final four, to everyone-against-Rob —
the most compellingly conniving player in Survivor history,”
wrote Robert Bianco in USA Today May 9.

Beth Whitehouse wrote in Newsday May 8 about the week-
ly gathering at the Cesternino home to watch the show. Rob’s
college buddy and roommate in Plainview, Justin Jurs ’01, told
the daily that Rob’s strategy on the show was true to his per-
sonality. “Rob likes at all times to take regular situations and
warp them, manipulate them, so he can get what he wants out
of them,” Jurs told Newsday.

What’s next for Rob? According to the New York Daily
News, maybe another run for the spotlight. “Memorable third-
place finisher Rob Cesternino is cautiously hopeful about parlay-
ing his run on ‘Survivor: The Amazon’ — the show’s sixth edition
— into a job writing for TV or stand-up comedy,” according to
the daily in its May 14 edition.  

“I know that one or two contestants in 100 go on to actual-
ly do something,” Cesternino, a computer projects coordinator
from Wantagh, L.I., is quoted as saying in the Daily News.”I
don’t know if there’ll be a big career for me, but I hope that
people have seen enough of me to think I could be an asset to a
new show.”

He will return to campus in the fall to share his experiences
with students.

Rob Cesternino ’00, shown here on screen at a campus viewing of
the premier of “Survivior: The Amazon,” made it to the final three on
the popular reality TV show.



Susan Kobel ’01 (SDT) and Jamie Besio ’98 (Sig Ep) were married
Aug. 17, 2002. Pictured with the bride and bridegroom (front row)
are Row 2: Dan Kobel ’97 (Rugby), Jeff Besio ’95; Row 3: Eros Corpus
(Sig Ep), Alicia Lyons ’00 (DPhiE), Becky Love Picarillo ’98 (SDT);
Row 4: Courtney Radez ’01 (SDT), Athena Hoesten ’01 (SDT), Derek
Tabliago ’00 (Sig Ep), Katie Stout ’98 (SDT), Bob Picarillo ’97
(Rugby); Row 5: Corinne Verzoni ’01 (SDT), Bonnie Antokal ’02 (SDT),
Derek Kern ’01 (Hockey), Jen Sessano ’01 (SDT); Row 6: Peter
Benfield (DK), Andy Cancio ’01, Heather Noto ’00 (SDT), Vinnie
Lambino ’98 (DK); Row 7: James Gavin ’98 (Sig Ep), Lyjha Wilton ’99
(Sig Ep), Jillian Wilton ’99 (SDT), Jay Ostrowe ’98 (Sig Ep), Shari
Witrock ’01 (SDT), Devon Eisenberg ’01 (SDT), Gregg Patterson ’98
(Sig Ep), John Barker ’96.

Album
W E D D I N G
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Theresa Jarvis ’98 and David Zimmerman were married July 27,
2002, in Baiting Hollow. Other Oswego alumni in attendance included
(top row from left) Nicol Pazona ’98, Noel Pezzolesi, the bride,
Roberta Bisesi ’98, and (bottom row from left) the bridegroom,
Deborah Lopes ’98 and Andrew Nearing ’97. 

]



Brendan Fitzpatrick ’94 and
Jennifer Golden ’93 were mar-
ried May 19, 2001. The Oswego
graduates at the wedding includ-
ed (top row from left) CJ
Bickmore ’95, Lisa Chang ’93,
Kenneth W. Proulx ’01, Carrie
Fix ’93, Kenneth Proulx ’71,
Jennifer Chesley Messie ’94, Dan
Broderick ’96, Nick Meskos ’93,
Jodi Finochio ’97, (middle row
from left) Jeff Caruso ’94,
Katharine Tilston ’93, Candie
Sauro ’92, the bride, Jill Vogt
Kirk ’93, Brian Scoville ’92, Karen
Perry Meskos ’93, Kelly Gormley
’92, (bottom row from left)
Christian Forsyth ’94, the bride-
groom and Peter Schimpf ’92. 
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Kathleen Collins-Sutton, ’91 and
Robert Sutton were married July
12, 2002, in Patchogue, Long
Island. Pictured are Oswego 
graduates (top row from left)
Christine Lawlor-Fitzgerald ’91,
Sheila Kissane-Carroll ’91,
Christine Murray McMullen ’91,
Sue O’Connell-Montie ’90, 
Mary Regan-Fagan ’91, Lisa 
Dujat-Cuozzi ’92, James
McClintock ’90, Frank Castro ’93,
Angelica Acevedo-Capolino ’97,
(middle row from left) Caryn
Scherer ’91, Tony Grillo ’92, Lisa
Mariano-Fitzmaurice ’92, the
bride, Gina Hausman ’91, Blasé
Cannavale ’93, Lisa Marinucci ’93,
(bottom row from left) Gerry
Salvage ’93, Kelly Maher ’90,
Tracy Kadziolka-Sutherland ’90,
the bridegroom, Laura Fagan-
Ward ’90 and Marc Secchi ’93.
The couple resides in Hampton
Bays. 



Tell Us About Yourself Share your information in the Class Notes section of an upcoming Oswego magazine.

Full Legal Name  Class year 

Social Security Number  Preferred Name

Last Name as a Student  Major 

Address City State Zip  

Home Phone  Business Phone  E-mail

Employer and Position

Employer’s Address

Spouse/Life Partner’s Full Name SUNY Oswego Class Year

Employer and Position

Here’s my news (attach separate sheet if needed.)

Please send admissions information to: Name 

Address  City State Zip

I would like to make a gift to Oswego State. Enclosed is my check made payable to Oswego College Foundation for $_____. For credit card gifts,

gifts of stock, or information on other forms of giving, call 315-312-3003 or go online to http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu/development.

Clip and mail to The Office of Alumni Relations, King Alumni Hall, SUNY Oswego, Oswego, NY 13126 or respond electronically on our Web site

at http://oswegoalumni.oswego.edu/alumni/where.html

I N  M E M O R I A M
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Dorotha Howlett Durgee ’22 of
Altoona, Fla. passed away Feb. 21.

Mary Fosdick Carrington ’30 of
Zephyrhills, Fla., died Dec. 10.

Rosean Gay ’31 of Clinton
passed away Feb. 5.

Doris Davis DeForest ’32 of Os-
wego died Dec. 29. She had been a
teacher in Mexico and Pulaski.
Doris is survived by two stepdaugh-
ters, a stepson, a brother and a sister.

Margaret Donovan ’34 of Os-
wego passed away Dec. 14. She
taught in Oswego schools for almost
40 years, retiring in 1973.

Frederick Woehr ’35 of
Hopewell, Va., passed away Oct. 23.
He was a teacher and director for the
industrial arts program at Hopewell
High School for 40 years. Frederick
is survived by his wife, Laura Dick-
inson Woehr ’35.

Clara Tuthill Hurlbut ’36 of Lee
Center passed away March 1. Clara
taught for 18 years in the Town of
Lee rural schools, then for nine years
in the Rome City School District, re-
tiring in 1971. She is survived by her
daughter-in-law, three grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren.

Catherine Whitney Palmer ’36
of Oswego died Jan. 31. She was a
teacher for many years in the Os-
wego City School District. Kay was
predeceased by her husband, Dr.
Erwin Palmer. She is survived by a

daughter, a son, four grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

Sophie Kosoff Bluman
Schwartz ’36 of Fayetteville passed
away Feb. 14. Sophie earned her
bachelor’s degree at Syracuse Uni-
versity in 1957. She is survived by a
son, a daughter, four grandchildren
and 3 great-grandchildren.

Charles Shoemaker ’47 of Os-
wego passed away Jan. 17. He earned
his master’s degree from Ohio State
University and his doctorate from
the University of Maryland. Charles
was a professor of industrial arts at
Oswego for 30 years, retiring in
1985. He also served with the U.S.
Army in World War II. Surviving are
his wife, Mary; a daughter; a son;
and four grandchildren. Contribu-
tions may be made to the Depart-
ment of Technology Memorial
Scholarship Fund, c/o the Oswego
College Foundation.

Richard Sardella ’51 of Syracuse
passed away Dec. 14. He retired from
Moses DeWitt School in the
Jamesville-DeWitt school district,
where he had been an elementary
teacher and vice principal. He served
with the U.S. Army during the Kore-
an War. Richard is survived by his
wife, Jane; a daughter; three sons;
and eight grandchildren.

Eugene Peltier ’53 of Selden
passed away Dec. 28. He taught in-
dustrial arts technology before retir-
ing. Eugene is survived by his wife,
Loretta; and several children.

Michael Sokol ’55 of Suitland,
Md., passed away Feb. 25. He was
predeceased by his wife, Jeanne
Hourcade Sokol ’55. Surviving are
seven children and 12 grandchil-
dren.

Robert Lenden ’58 of Brockport
died Nov. 20. He is survived by his
wife, Connie.

Phyllis Calletto Nielsen ’59 of
Las Vegas and formerly of Red Creek
died Oct. 14. She taught for 40 years,
retiring from St. Christopher Ele-
mentary School in Las Vegas. Phyllis
is survived by three children and
three grandchildren.

Patricia Kallmeyer Bacon ’60
of Bonita Beach, Fla., passed away
April 19. She was an elementary
school teacher on Long Island and
at Little Tor Elementary School in
New City. In 1980 she and her sis-
ter founded, operated and taught
at the Community of Love Nursery
School in Haverstraw. She retired
in 1993 from the BOCES Teachers
Registry. Pat was a longtime volun-
teer for the Oswego Alumni Asso-
ciation. She is survived by her hus-
band, William Bacon ’59; children
William ’90 and his wife, Holly

Roth Bacon ’88; Robert ’95 and his
wife, Kathleen Liguori Bacon ’95;
and Diane Bacon Rizzo ’88 and
her husband Donald Rizzo ’87;
and grandchildren James, Craig
and Anna Rizzo, and William and
Kyle Bacon.

Katherine Keegan Clark MS ’77
passed away Jan. 14. She was a grad-
uate of Cazenovia College and
American University. She earned her
master’s degree in reading at Os-
wego. Katherine taught in the East
Syracuse-Minoa, North Syracuse
and Bolton Landing school districts.
She also worked for the City of Balti-
more in urban development pro-
grams and operated Kate Clark
Oriental Rug Resource in Saratoga
Springs. She is survived by her par-
ents, two sisters and a brother.

John Walcott, professor emeritus
of mathematics, passed away Feb. 3
in Hendersonville, N.C. He received
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees
from the University of Michigan and
his doctorate from Ohio State Uni-
versity. John taught at Oswego State
from 1956 until his retirement in
1984. He served as a fighter pilot
during World War II, flying the P-51
Mustang. John is survived by his
wife, Mary; a son; and a grandson.
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Letters

Remembering 
Theresa Greco ’73

As I flipped open the alumni magazine I

caught my breath. There was Theresa’s

picture. We started as Juniors together. She

was a wonderful person and I knew we would

be friends for life . . . I will never forget that

phone call informing me of her passing and

my reaction. I’ve never felt that way since. It

was such a shock . . . I just wanted to let you

know that she is remembered as a dear friend.

—Lynn Shortmeyer Goodman ’73

I just received my spring alumni publication

and opened it up to see your article and

Theresa Greco’s photo, and I got a chill down

my spine.

Theresa and I graduated from Bishop

Scully HS in Amsterdam and went to Oswego

together in the fall of ’69. We kept in touch

during our four years there, and, in fact, I was

the one who drove her car and belongings to

her parents home that summer in 1973. I will

never forget that trip.

I now live in Wayne County, NY and very

often drive that stretch of Rt 104 in Wolcott

where the accident took place. I find myself

thinking about Theresa almost every time I do

so. My son just graduated from Oswego and

has made that trip countless times himself.

I’ve told him about the accident, more to

instill a sense of caution in him as a young

driver, but also to remember Theresa myself.

I can’t help but write to you just because

looking at Theresa’s photo brings back so

many memories.

Thank you, too, for remembering her.

—Bob Rokitowski ’73

Al Whitehurst ’73 called from California 

to say that the editorial about Theresa 
Greco ’73 had taken him “back 30 years.” 

He remembered Theresa as “very well loved,

the kind of young lady you had to accept 

as a sister.” 

Historic Clock 

An item on page 6, Vol. 29, No. 1, Spring

2003 Oswego, really caught my eye

and brought back many memories. It is

entitled “Historic clock makes timely return

to SUNY Oswego’s Sheldon Hall.”

After serving four years in the Merchant

Marine during WWII, I started in Oswego

State Teachers College in June 1946 in

Industrial Arts. Since Merchant Mariners

did not get the GI Bill, I had to work for

part of my expenses. (The other part was

paid by my soul mate when we married in

December 1946, and still married in 2003!)

To earn money I repaired radios and TVs in

a store downtown, but I did much better by

repairing watches and clocks, among other

things at Oswego State. 

Dr. Wilber was aware of my watch

repairing skills and asked me to repair the

clock, which was in the IA Building Lounge.

It was in bad shape internally, because the

janitors when they moved it had simply laid

it on its side. This damaged the metal cables

which suspended the weights. A mortal

event occurred when the pendulum was

allowed to move loosely inside the large

waist, thus breaking and losing the vital

clock escapement pieces. I removed the

complete system, clock, chimes and weights

from the giant clock case.

In our apartment on West Third 

Street, opposite the hospital, I assembled

the system on a couple of old radios so as

to analyze the problems. The clock’s escape-

ment key parts were missing. I wrote to the 

clock company (Waltham, I think) for 

the part. No part was available, but they

sent a drawing with specifications. Bob
Helsby ’40 was the Instructor in the

Machine Shop and he allowed me to

machine, shape and harden the individual

parts. After correcting some other 

damage in this critical area, I placed 

the new parts in and the clock kept 

perfect time! While it was out of the case 

I also cleaned and oiled the works, and

checked the three chimes. Some of the

shiny brass items were polished and lac-

quered. 

After it was installed and timed, 

Dr. Wilber had the clock placed in his 

office for safe keeping. The lounge was 

not an ideal place for such a valuable 

and magnificent clock. I wrote up and 

gave to Dr. Wilber specific instructions 

on how to safely move the clock. 

Inside the clock, I found the poem 

“The Clock of Life.” It was hand scrawled

inside the case where the key for winding

the weights was kept.

In closing, this was a part of my 

contribution to Oswego. After graduating 

in 1949, I taught for four years at Berea

College, Ky., teaching at the grade school

level for the poor mountain kids. Later I went

to IBM Poughkeepsie, in a number 

of teaching positions. 

—John J. York ’49

The Clock of Life

The clock of life is wound but once,

And no man has the power,

To tell just when the hands will stop, 

At late or early hour.

Now is the only time you own;

Live, love, toil with a will!

Place no faith in tomorrow,

For the clock may then be still.

‘Exceptional’ Issue 

I just wanted to let you know how much I

enjoyed your Spring 2003 issue. 

I look through all of them as they arrive

and find them interesting, but this issue was

very exceptional — chock full of interesting

features. 

Keep up the great work!

—Victor Wirt ’58, Nokomis, Fla.

Send letters to Oswego alumni
magazine to 300 Washington

Blvd., Oswego, NY 13126, 
by e-mail to alumni@
oswego.edu or by fax to

315-312-5570. Letters should
include the writer’s full name
(including last name as student),

class year, address and
home phone number. They

may be edited for clarity 
and space.
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From the Archives

Whenever Oswego alumni get together, one
of their favorite things to talk about is the
weather on campus – usually the legendary

snowfalls that Lake Ontario provides. But every
season in Oswego has its charms, as seen in these
photos from the King Alumni Hall archives.

John Daken ’66 remembers that students made their
way to class by walking on the tops of the vehicles.
Top: A massive snowfall in the winter of 1958 buried
cars. Right: Fraternity brothers fashion a snow sculp-
ture in this photo believed to be from the 1960s.

Summer sessions meant more
than just hitting the books.
Students were hitting the
beach, too, as in these views
from 1964.
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The Charter Members of the 
Sheldon Legacy Society

Sheldon Legacy Society 
Charter Members*

James P. Burling
Kristine Hyovalti Bushey ’72

Richard ’66 and Ruth Koski Callan ’66 
Rick ’73 and Julie Roberts Cobello ’75 

Raelynn Cooter ’77
Andrea LaTemple Crews ’85
Joan Mahnke Dashkin ’43

Edward B. ’35 and Lillian F. Dexter
Eleanor Filburn

Thomas and Shirley Gooding
Lester Gosier ’37

Bernie Henderson
Frances C. Lapinski ’72, ’74

Fritz Messere ’71 and Nola Heidlebaugh
Anna Bernolak Morgan ’75

Harold E. Morse ’61
Greta O’Brien Murabito ’43

Carol Adams Nelson ’59
Victor Oakes

Davis ’47 and Jane Parker
John R. Piper ’75

Marvin S. Reed ’64
M. Catherine Richardson ’63

Constance DelBourgo Schrader ’54
Barbara P. Shineman ’65

Herbert ’40 and Hazel Murray Siegel ’37 
Walter Snyder ’42
Robert I. Sweet ’48

Sharon Jones Zondag ’76

I N T R O D U C I N G  .  .  .

The Charter Members of the 
Sheldon Legacy Society

KING ALUMNI HALL, OSWEGO, NY 13126 PHONE: (315) 312-3003 FAX: (315)312-5570 E-MAIL: GIVE2@OSWEGO.EDU

W e are proud to recog-
nize with appreciation
a very special group

of people, those dedicated to
carrying on the work of Oswego’s
founder. By including Oswego in
their wills or other estate plans,
the charter members of the Shel-
don Legacy Society join Edward
Austin Sheldon in passing on the
fruits of knowledge to countless
generations. Several donors who
wish to remain anonymous are
also among this distinguished
group. Gifts that earn membership
in the Sheldon Legacy Society
include bequest intentions, trusts,
annuities and other life income
arrangements, and gifts of insur-
ance. For information on how to
name Oswego in your will, or if
you’ve already designated the
Oswego College Foundation in a
will, trust or annuity, please contact
the Oswego College Foundation.

*The charter member list
reflects those who have
responded by press time. If
you have already notified us
of your plans and your name
does not appear on this list,
please contact us.



KING ALUMNI HALL

OSWEGO, NY 13126

If Oswego is addressed to a son or
daughter who has graduated and 
no longer maintains a permanent
address at your home, please clip 
the address label and return it 
with the correct address to the
Oswego Alumni Association, 
SUNY Oswego, Oswego, N.Y. 13126, 
or e-mail the updated address to 
alumni@oswego.edu
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Life is a work of art for Dr. Wilma

Williamson Baitsell ’39, and the
inspiration for life — as for art —

comes from the natural world. She
describes herself as “a farmer’s
daughter,” who roamed the
woods around her parents’
Palmyra home discovering
pattern, light, and color that she
represented in childhood drawings
and paintings. Today, as she studies
the birds visiting feeders outside
her kitchen window, as she gardens in plots
that yield year-round beauty, and as she steers an
electric riding cart through the trails on her 60-
acre property east of Oswego,Wilma continues to
draw strength and enlightenment from nature.

“Getting old is kind of nice,”says Wilma,who
was born in 1918. “I can fill my quiet moments
with memories, and I am still healthy enough to
enjoy the activities that I treasure most.”

Among the things she treasures, Wilma
counts her annual appearance in the Commence-
ment Eve Torchlight Circle, where she represents
the Class of 1939. “I graduated from Oswego
three times,” she says, “and the school had three
different names.”Wilma earned a teaching certifi-
cate from the Oswego Normal School, and later
earned bachelor’s (1957) and master’s degrees
(1964) from the college. Her doctorate in educa-
tion comes from World College West and was
completed in Cambridge, England. She is listed
in the 2001 International Biographical Center’s

Outstanding Intellectuals of the 21st Century.
“I have been all over the United States and

abroad, but I always come back to Oswego and
declare that the best education is right here at
Oswego State,”Wilma says.

In addition to her association with the Os-
wego Emeriti Association and the Oswego

Alumni Association, Wilma is active in
the First United Methodist Church of

Oswego, a church that offered
her strength and guidance
when she was a student.“The

Lord has guided me through
all my life. It would be wrong to ever

forget that.”
Wilma says she was given a

“stubborn streak” that helped her
triumph over adversity. She lived through the

Depression, was married in 1941 and, while her
husband was fighting in World War II, she pur-
chased and paid off the mortgage on the farm she
has lived on for 61 years.

“I can’t imagine how I managed on an allot-
ment of $22 a month.That just covered the mort-
gage. I sold berries I picked out back and things I
made myself. I got by. When Victor came home
after four years, he was a different man. But, I was
a different woman, too. I was more self-sufficient,
more determined.”

Wilma and her late husband raised three
children and worked on the farm while she con-
tinued her education. She taught elementary art
in Phoenix before being appointed director of art
at the Swetman Center (Campus School) which
she recalls as “a beautiful job,”where “the children
were interested in everything.”

Driving across the United States helped
Wilma cope with her husband’s death in 1978.
She then decided to complete a Ph.D. and to pur-
sue a life of travel, service and art. She continues
to visit shut-ins,nursing homes and hospitals and
to serve on committees at church.

Wilma loves to host friends at the farm. She’s

likely to point out to them an oriole or a wren at
the feeder, to show off the stone wall she built
with her own hands, or to demonstrate the still-
functional pump that provided well water during
a spring ice-storm.All these things,along with the
cherished mementos from foreign travels and
pictures of loved ones, provide memories that
Wilma cherishes. She is not tied to the past, how-
ever; she has the teacher’s instinct to think of the
future.

At a recent hearing on the topic of bringing
municipal water to the area, Wilma spoke out in
favor of forming the water district. “‘I’m for it,’ I
said. ‘Not for me. But for all those who are com-
ing after me.’”

— Linda Morley Loomis ’90, M’97
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