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Everyone is welcome, but special events are  
planned for these milestone classes and groups:  
1935, 1940, 1945, 1950, 1955 
1960 – 50th Reunion  
1965, 1970 
1974, 1975, 1976 – 35th Reunion 
1985 – 25th Reunion  
1994, 1995, 1996 – 15th Reunion  
2000 – 10th Reunion  
Alpha Delta Eta – 85th Anniversary
Alpha Sigma Chi, Beta Tau, Delta Chi/TKE,  
Delta Kappa Kappa, Men’s Football, Omicron Xi,  
Sigma Tau, Theta Chi Rho

To plan a mini-reunion for your group or organization, 
please let us know by Dec. 1.

Sign up to be a Reunion Class Volunteer!  
It’s a great opportunity to

l Network with classmates
l Plan the weekend’s activities
l Have fun!

Please contact the Alumni Office or sign up online by  
Oct. 1, 2009, to join our volunteer team.

Reunion Hotline: 315-312-5559 
E-mail: reunion@oswego.edu
Watch for registration materials in the mail this spring!
Check the Web site for additional groups and for the most 
up-to-date information: www.oswego.edu/reunion 

JUNE 11-13

It’s the biggest alumni party of the year!

More than 1,100  
attendees returned for 

Reunion 2008. This 
year, another record-

breaking crowd of nearly 
1,400 came out for good 

friends, great memories 
and some of the best  
sunsets in the world.

Let’s make next  
summer’s party even 

bigger! Join your 
friends and classmates 

at Reunion 2010! 
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Higher  educat ion in-
stitutions — like all 

businesses and organiza-
tions — are not immune to  
financial difficulties. The 
economic fluctuations we 
have witnessed over the last 
year affect SUNY Oswego 
just as they affect all of us  
individually. Fortunately, Os-
wego entered this period of 
uncertainty from a position 
of relative strength, thanks in 
large measure to many years of 

robust enrollment, sound planning, gener-
ous gifts from alumni and friends, and good 
investment strategies. 

Many of you garnered your inner 
strength and amassed your knowledge and 
talents and turned adversity into oppor-
tunity, and as you so frequently do, you 
came together through the Oswego Alumni  
Association, to help fellow Oswegonians and 
others during these uncertain times.

The challenges of our national and 
regional economy impact families and alter 
all types of spending and purchase deci-
sions. The choice to attend college is made 
under these pressures, and is certainly one 
of the most significant life and economic 
decisions an individual or family can make. 
This economy has people looking for value 
in everything they do.  

Oswego continues to offer tremendous 
value while preserving and even enhancing 
our most important priorities — our high 

academic standards and the quality of the 
student experience. First-rate teaching, 
faculty/student relationships, research 
opportunities, co-curricular programs and 
extra-curricular activities are at the heart of 
our strategic plan and will continue to drive 
our funding decisions.  

SUNY Oswego offers an opportunity 
for sustainable economic recovery for our 
region and state.  Expanded higher educa-
tion opportunities can be the bridge to a 
new healthy pattern of economic growth.  
The growth of knowledge and skills is the 
engine that will propel us forward.  As our 
new graduates go out into the world to effect 
positive change, they are our investment in 
tomorrow and our hope for a better world. 
They are well prepared and extraordinarily 
capable of reinvigorating our economy and 
conquering global problems. 

I am confident that America will recover 
in a way that will leave us stronger as a nation. 
This nation will never again be the same as it 
was, and when the economy rebounds from 
the current recession — and it will — we 
will be ready for what follows because we 
continue to develop the right programs and 
experiences to prepare our graduates for a 
promising future. 

I sincerely appreciate your continued 
support of the college and I wish you and 
those close to you good fortune in every 
aspect of your lives. 

Deborah F. Stanley, President

frOM The

President
Deborah F. 
Stanley

President’s Desks

When I was in grade school, I spent 
every afternoon at my friend Phyllis’ 

house. She had a treasure that totally fascinat-
ed me: an attic full of family mementos. We 
would spend hours playing with her mother’s 
dolls and 1930s-era board games, listening to 
old songs on the player piano and trying on 
fashions from a bygone time. I loved nothing 
more than learning about the past from those 
artifacts. So you can imagine how happy I  
was that we are including a new feature in  
this magazine. In honor of the college’s  
Sesquicentennial in 2011, Oswego will run a 
series of features on historical aspects of the 

college. For this issue, we selected a uniquely 
Oswegonian group: the Sons and Daughters 
of the Wilted Wallet. It was so much fun re-
searching this frugal fraternity, and chatting 
with those for whom it was a big part of their 
lives. I hope you enjoy our new peek into 
Oswego’s attic of memories. You can be part 
of the fun by sending your ideas to alumni@
oswego.edu with “Stories 150” in the subject 
line, or write to us at King Alumni Hall.

Michele A. Reed, Oswego editor

the Editor’s PenF R o m 



A
t Oswego, green is more than our color, it’s our philosophy. 
Every day, we are looking for new ways to protect the envi-
ronment, reduce our carbon footprint and educate the next 
generation of Americans to be good stewards of the earth. 

Toward that goal, we have made e-mail our official form of com-
munication. 

For alumni, that means that some events will be announced  
exclusively by e-mail. Our monthly newsletter, the award-winning  
Lake E-ffect, is solely an e-publication. And every day brings new ways 
to use electronic communications to get the word out about Oswego 
Alumni Association and all the ways we can serve you. 

If you haven’t already, please take a moment today to send your 
e-mail address to alumni@oswego.edu or register at OsweGoConnect 
so that you can continue to receive news and announcements from 
your alma mater. 

Keep us posted!
And, if you haven’t updated your other information with Oswego — 
mailing address, employer, changes in marital status, births, etc. — 
please take this opportunity to fill us in. It will help us serve you  
better, by making sure our database is correct. 

so please, send us you e-mail address and other info today! 
You’ll be keeping oswego green . . . in more ways than one.

OFFICE OF AlumnI rElATIOns • kInG AlumnI HAll, OswEGO, nY 13126 
315-312-2258  • www.OswEGO.Edu/AlumnI • AlumnI@OswEGO.Edu

Help 
oswego  
be green 
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Most people don’t know in fifth grade 
what they want to do for their 

life’s work. Marcia Moore did, and 
she still has the proof of it.

As I arrive for our 
interview, she leads me 
past her garden, pointing 
out the geraniums and 
begonias she would be planting 
soon. The pressed-canvas walls 
of her 19th-century home 
are hung with art of all types. 
That’s appropriate for Moore. The former 
president and board member of the Oswego Art 
Guild loves to do watercolors, figure drawing 
and wood block prints.

As we take our seats at her cozy kitchen 
table, she pulls out a yellowed clipping from 
the Schenectady Gazette. It was 1952 and there 
was fifth-grade Marcia, president of the Bean 
Baggers Club, handing over the money they 
raised for the Cerebral Palsy Association. The 
club toured a facility that offered physical, 
speech and occupational therapy to those with 
CP. “I was so struck by it, I wanted to be a 
therapist,” says Marcia. “Well, when I didn’t 
want to be a ballerina or a movie star.” 

The interest would stick with her until she 
could act on her dream, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in speech and hearing from SUNY 
Geneseo, and a master’s in speech pathology 
and audiology from the University of Connect-
icut with later studies in gerontology.  

“I’ve loved every minute of it,” says Moore 
of a career that she still pursues, consulting at 

nursing homes, helping stroke victims to 
speak and eat again. 

She and her husband, Charles 
’68, came to Oswego so Charles 

could earn his degree in 
technology education. 

M a r c i a  M o o r e 
would work in rural 

Oswego County, Florida and 
the Virgin Islands, before 
joining the Oswego faculty 
in 1971. She started the 

speech pathology and audiology 
program, which fell victim to budget 
cuts of the late 1970s, but she would 
go on to spend her career at the 
college, teaching in, and eventually 
chairing, the communication studies 
department. 

Oswego was the perfect place 
for her, she says.  Her philosophy of 
treating her students with a “respectful, 
open attitude” was rewarded in 1994 
with the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence in Teaching. 

Moore has been an active member 
of both the college and the community. She 
served as on Faculty Assembly and commit-
tees such as the Disabled Students Council and 
Intercollegiate Athletics Council. 

Moore was a member of Save Our Shores,   
the Lakefront Revitalization Committee, and 
the Port of Oswego Authority Advisory Board. 
She led the Oswego Heritage Foundation as 
president and chair of several committees. 

The survivor of a bout 
with cancer in the 1990s, she 
is physically active, practicing 
yoga, sailing and gardening. 
At the Moores’ winter home 
in Florida, she kayaks on the 

Weeki Wachee River and bikes regularly.
Every day is an adventure for this retiree, 

who says, “Use it or lose it,” advice she learned 
when studying gerontology. Whether it is 
swimming with the manatees and biking the 
trails in Florida, or sailing on Lake Ontario and 
recording her impressions of the world around 
her in art, Moore is determined to live every 
day to the fullest.  l —Michele Reed

M a r c i a  c .  M o o r e

marcia C. moore and her 
woodcut “A Victorian 
Perspective” (inset)
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SUNY OSwegO’S ScieNce aNd aSSOci-
ated diScipliNeS will go green with the 

transformation of piez Hall as 
home to them all beginning 

next year.
the expanded and 

renovated building  
will be constructed to 
the U.S. green Building 
council gold standard for 

leadership in energy and 
environmental design, said 

Tom Simmonds ’84, M ’88, 
associate vice president for facilities.

leed is the nationally accepted bench-
mark for the design, construction and 
operation of green buildings. it recognizes 
performance in five key areas of human  
and environmental health: sustainable  
site development, water savings, energy 
efficiency, materials selection and indoor 
environmental quality.

“this will be our first gold-certified 
building,” Simmonds said. the campus 
center was built to the leed silver  
standard, but the college did not seek 
certification.

certification for piez will be a notable 
achievement because science buildings  

typically use four times the energy of  
regular buildings, Simmonds said.

among the building’s environmentally 
friendly aspects, the exterior will feature 
“a terra cotta material made from recycled 
and reclaimed materials,” Simmonds said, 
and natural light will infuse the building.

the new connector to the School of 
education’s wilber Hall east of piez is 
planned as “a model of a totally green 
building,” said casey Raymond of the  
chemistry faculty, chair of the science  
planning committee.

this atrium-like space, he said, is 
planned to include a café, a planetarium, 
and social space with open access comput-
ing capability.

cannon design is the architectural  
firm working on the science building  
project, which is being bonded through  
the SUNY construction Fund. the total 
cost is estimated at $110 million to  
$120 million.  l

— Julie Harrison Blissert

Science center will be put to gold standard in green building

Rhonda Mandel was 
appointed dean 

of Oswego’s College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
beginning June 1. 

Mandel was interim 
dean for two and a half 
years after former Dean 
of Arts and Sciences 
Sara Varhus left to 
become vice president 
of academic affairs at 
Nazareth College in 
January 2007. 

A  m e m b e r  o f 
Oswego’s psychology 
faculty for more than 
2 5  y e a r s ,  M a n d e l 
pre viously chaired the 

psychology department for two years and 

served as SUNY Oswego’s associate provost 
for more than 10 years.

“Dr. Mandel brings to the role of dean 
not only a deep understanding of SUNY 
Oswego but also an unwavering commit-
ment to our institution’s success,” said 
Susan Coultrap-McQuin, Oswego’s vice 
president for academic affairs and provost. 

In addition to being a leading represen-
tative of SUNY Oswego, the dean oversees 
policy, budget and personnel matters in 
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
the largest of Oswego’s four academic 
divisions.

As interim dean, Mandel oversaw the 
transition from College of Arts and Sciences 
to College of Liberal Arts and Sciences in 
2008 when four of its departments joined 
to form the new School of Communication, 
Media and the Arts.

As associate provost, Mandel was 
instrumental in enhancing the experience 
of Oswego’s first-year students. She helped 
initiate Oswego’s First-Year Residential 
Experience, Preceptor Program, First-Year 
Advisement Program, FirstChoice and the 
Oswego Reading Initiative. The National 
Center for the First-Year Experience and 
Houghton Mifflin Publishers honored her 
as a First-Year Advocate. 

She also oversaw the expansion of 
SUNY Oswego’s performing arts series, 
developed the academic components of the 
Hart Global Living and Learning Center, 
organized the first two Oswego symposia on 
learning and teaching, and joined with two 
deans to develop a nationally recognized 
project on integrative learning, among other 
accomplishments as associate provost.  l

— Julie Harrison Blissert

Interim leader named dean of Liberal Arts and sciences

Liberal Arts and 
Sciences Dean 
Rhonda Mandel
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Oswego alumni of a certain era often recall having only two build-
ings on campus: Sheldon Hall or “Old Main” and the “I.A.” 

building, now called Park Hall.
Sheldon Hall was renovated and reopened two years ago. Now 

Park and Wilber, long home to the industrial arts (technology educa-
tion) department, are getting a makeover as well.

In the next capital plan for SUNY, $22 million has been allocated 
in critical maintenance funds for Park and Wilber halls, said Tom 
Simmonds ’84, M ’88, associate vice president for facilities.

Now connected by hallway bridges, the two buildings — totaling 
about 165,000 square feet — house five of the School of Education’s 
six departments, with the counseling and psychological services 
department located across campus in Mahar Hall.

At the end of the renovation in a few years, said Dean of Educa-
tion Linda Rae Markert ’76, the school hopes to have all six depart-
ments in the new complex, and to have Park and Wilber connected to 
each other by a three-story addition and to the new science building 
via new construction to the west.

The expansion and renovation of nearby Piez Hall that will bring 
the six science departments under one roof is scheduled to proceed 
at the same time as the renovations to Park and Wilber — and to 
connect to those buildings.

“We want to be the best in SUNY with regard to preparing math 
and science teachers,” Markert said. “Can we work collaboratively 

and team-teach some courses [and can] that be a new way of thinking 
about preparing teachers?”

Electronics, circuitry, robotics and energy systems laboratories 
could be shared by the technology department in the School of 
Education along with the engineering and applied physics programs 
next door in Piez, she suggested.  l

— Julie Harrison Blissert

School of Education prepares for renewal of building complex

An advisory board on diversity intends to 
guide changes that will enhance aware-

ness and understanding on campus.
The board, established by the Oswego 

Provost’s Office, features more than 30 
members representing virtually every 
campus department — from academe to 
facilities and police.

“Diversity really affects all of us in our 
workplaces,” said Cathy Santos ’87, M ’99, 
associate provost for multicultural oppor-
tunities and programs. “There’s an inter-
dependence or interrelationship among 
everyone on campus.”

Santos is guiding the board, which 
began meeting and discussing objectives 
this past spring.

“This particular group is about really 
focusing on our underrepresented groups 
in our community,” Santos said. “You have 
to provide a variety of avenues to make that 
happen.”

The board will help establish what those 
methods may be, including policy changes 
and programming.

The initiative is expected to be a multi-
year effort with some of the first visible steps 
to begin during the next academic year.  l

— Shane M. Liebler

diversity board begins initiative

An advisory board on diversity began meet-
ing in spring, led by cathy santos ’87, m’99, 
center at right.

A program study by Ashley McGraw Architects envisions an entrance 
to the SuNY Oswego School of education to be built between Park and 
Wilber halls. Construction is slated to begin next year.

Find the Founder!
iN tHe SpRiNg 2009 iSSUe, the founder 
could be found in the lower right of the 
Moulin Rouge photo on page 22. the grand 
prize winner of a bookstore gift certificate 
and Sheldon Hall print is Ellen mae Truman 
coughlin ’88, m ’92, cas ’95. winning 
Sheldon Hall prints are Dorothy Jones  
King ’40, Roberta pedersen Benninghoff 
’60, michael Brzozowski ’84, Geri penz  
Vaeth ’87, samantha morgan ’07 and 
Georgia Keene ’11.

a tiny replica of the Sheldon statue  
pictured here is hidden somewhere in this 
issue (not on page 48). Find the Founder and 
send us a letter with the location and page 
number, your name, class year and address. 
we will draw one entry at random from all 
the correct answers and the winner will  
receive a $25 gift certificate to  
the campus Store and a print of  
Sheldon Hall. the next six entries  
drawn will receive Sheldon  
Hall prints. Send your entry to  
Find the Founder, 219 Sheldon  
Hall, SUNY Oswego, Oswego,  
NY 13126. entries must be  
postmarked by Oct. 1. l
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About 1,400 graduates received diplomas 
and Dr. Ban-An Khaw ’69 received  

an honorary doctorate of science from the 
State University of New York at this year’s 
Commencement May 16.

“The solid education that I received 
here in Oswego enabled me to compete 
head-to-head with graduates of renowned 
educational institutions,” Khaw said during 
his remarks. “Oswego has given you the 
same opportunity that she had given me 40 
years ago.”

Khaw is internationally recognized 
in the field of cardiovascular imaging and 
new technology development, and collabo-
rates with researchers around the world. 
The Burma native patented his “cellular 
Band-Aid,” which uses fat globules to patch 
damage in the wall of the heart muscle cells, 
in 1998.

He has spent more than 30 years 
teaching at Harvard Medical School and 
Massachusetts General Hospital. He is the 
George Behrakis Professor of Pharmaceu-
tical Sciences at Northeastern University  
in Boston.

“I came to this campus 42 years ago,” 
said the 2002 recipient of the Oswego 

Alumni Association’s Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. “Today I return, a lot 
older, possibly a little wiser, but still very 
enthusiastic about the immense potential 
for new medical discoveries.”

Graduates also heard from one of Time 
magazine’s World’s Most Influential People, 
green entrepreneur Robin Chase.

“You are bringing all of your life expe-
riences and learning forward, and starting 
your new adult lives. Be true to your best 
selves and create the world you want to live 
in,” said Chase, CEO of carpooling venture 
GoLoco.org. “We have to create the world 
we all can live in — and moment by moment 
we are doing so. 

“Don’t let these moments slip by,  
each one matters [and] they’re all adding 
up,” she said.

In 1999, Chase co-founded Zipcar, a 
car-sharing service that aims to mitigate 
the impact of automobiles on society by 
providing them to drivers on an as-needed 
basis. SUNY Oswego made its first two 
Zipcars available in late April as part of  
its sustainability initiative (see story on  
page 8).  l

— Jose Terrero ’10

Dr. Ban-an Khaw ’69 received an honorary doctor of science degree at Commencement May 16.

Class of 2009, distinguished alumnus  
recognized at Commencement

Entrepreneur reports 
Oswego Business school 
in top 15 for accounting

SUNY OSwegO iS ONe OF 15 
BUSiNeSS ScHOOlS named to  
the Princeton Review’s “Student 
Opinion Honors for Business 
Schools” in the accounting category. 
the list appeared in the april issue 
of Entrepreneur magazine.

Honors lists in six categories  
salute business schools that 
received the highest evaluations 
from their MBa students for  
career preparation. 

the Princeton Review, an 
education services company that 
publishes The Best 296 Business 
Schools: 2009 Edition with Random 
House, created the lists after inter-
viewing 19,000 graduate students 
at business schools nationwide.

cited in the accounting cat-
egory along with Oswego are such 
well-known institutions as the 
wharton School at the University 
of pennsylvania, the University 
of chicago’s graduate School of 
Business, Boston college’s carroll 
School of Management, and the 
Simon graduate School of Business 
administration at the University of 
Rochester.

“we’re obviously proud of 
this latest honor for our School 
of Business,” said Richard Skolnik, 
dean of the school. “it’s a testa-
ment to our faculty’s dedication 
to students and concern for their 
lifelong success.” 

the honored business schools 
appear in alphabetical order on the 
lists, and are not ranked 1 to 15. 

SUNY Oswego’s School of 
Business has a distinctive five- 
year combined program in which 
students earn a bachelor’s degree  
in accounting and an MBa, an 
award-winning chapter of the 
national accounting honor society  
Beta alpha psi, and a listing in 
every edition of the Princeton 
Review’s guide to best business 
schools since the annual series 
began.  l

— tim Nekritz M ’05
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“gO OUt aNd cONqUeR tHe wORld, but remember your 
commitment to each and every one of these values,” Rosemary 
cardamone crane ’81 told a roomful of Beta gamma Sigma 
inductees gathered at the Hewitt Union Forum.

the honors society dedicated to the values of honor, wisdom 
and earnestness in business inducted 32 juniors, seniors and gradu-
ate students april 24. as a former executive at Bristol-Myers 
Squibb and Johnson & Johnson, crane underscored the importance 
of integrity in business.

in recent years, business values have been compromised by 
high-profile corporate scandals, she said. crane recalled the Johnson 
& Johnson company credo that helped guide her career.

“it essentially [told] employees to put the need and well-being of 
their customers first,” she said. the credo included commitment to the 
community and respect for colleagues.

“it is a wonderful reminder of how the business world should — 
and often does — work,” said crane, current chief executive officer 
of epocrates, a private firm supporting the health care field with 
mobile and web-based software.

candidates for induction into Beta gamma Sigma must achieve 
a grade point average that ranks in the top 10 percent of their class. 
that translated to a 3.5 gpa or above for this year’s inductees. Only 
colleges with accreditation by association to advance collegiate 
Schools of Business (aacSB) may have Beta gamma Sigma  
chapters. Only one-third of U.S. business schools, including Oswego, 
are accredited.

“You are the best of the best and for that, i offer my sincere 
congratulations,” said crane, who was visiting campus with her  
husband, Doug ’80.

the couple established the crane Business Scholarship in  
2006. they’ve also made significant contributions to the Rich Hall 
renovation and the School of communication, Media and the arts 
in the past.  l  

— Shane M. liebler

Health care CeO urges business students to keep values

Rosemary cardamone crane ’81 addresses Beta Gamma Sigma 
inductees in the Hewitt union Forum April 24.

Several hundred seniors, friends,  
family, faculty, administrators and 

alumni passed around candlelight May 15  
at the 74th annual Torchlight Ceremony, 
held for the first time in the Campus Center 
convocation arena.

The Class of 2009 honored one of its own 
and recognized the progress of this year’s 
senior class gift on Commencement Eve.

Master of Cermonies Saleem Cheeks ’01  
urged students who were part of a Torch-
light dinner audience of more than 450 
to stay connected with their alma mater. 

A former press secretary for former New 
York Gov. George Pataki and current senior 
public relations executive for Eric Mower 
and Associates, Cheeks offered some bullet 
points for career success.

“There will be graduates among you 
tomorrow who will accept their degree and 
walk off into Oswego’s great sunset never 
to be heard from again,” he said during 
the dinner that preceded the Torchlight 
Ceremony. “What a mistake.

“Our college has generations of highly 
successful graduates throughout our state 
and nation,” he said. “Seek them out.”

He encouraged the aspiring graduates to 
give back and pay it forward. Appropriately, 
the check for the senior class gift unveiled at 
the dinner totaled more than $6,000.

The class is working toward a $10,000 
gift to endow an EcoFund that will 
support campus sustainability initiatives. 
Outstanding Senior Wendy Paterson ’09 
said she was proud to be a part of such an 
environmentally conscious generation.

A zoology major, Paterson’s involve-
ment on campus as president of the Biology 
Club and member of SUNY Oswego 
Students for Global Change made her 
the successful candidate for the award 
established in 2005 by Alice Massimi ’02. 
The Outstanding Senior Award goes to a 
graduating student who is highly involved 
on campus and maintains an exceptional 
academic record.

“I am lucky to have been here at Oswego 
during this transitional stage toward sustain-
ability,” Paterson said during her remarks. 
“I look forward to the start of a composting 
program here on campus and all the other 
improvements we will make as we change 
to a green university.”

Following dinner, alumni representing 
decades of classes from 1940 on formed 
the Inner Circle at the ceremony, where 
the flame from the Torch of Learning was 
passed to about 100 members of the gradu-
ating class, their families and friends.  l

— Shane M. liebler

torchlight celebrates new and past grads

saleem cheeks ’01 urged graduates to seek 
alumni connections.
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We’ve all got problems. Why not fix 
them, Suzanne Castrigno Sack ’84  

asked about 90 of the college’s highest-
achieving students at the Honors Convoca-
tion April 24.

“I would say I wish I knew at 20 what I 
do now,” Sack said to the crowd of scholar-
ship winners, family, friends, administrators 
and faculty gathered in the Campus Center. 
“I actually did know everything I know now, 
I just didn’t know how powerful it was.”

From worldwide problems like climate 
change to where your next mortgage 
payment is coming from, Sack suggested 
the solutions will never be far with a little 
effort.

“Take a step back, call on your resources 
and figure it out,” said Sack, who worked as 
a finance industry executive for more than 
25 years. “You’re smart. It’s a gift. Use it.”

The annual Honors Convocation 
presented by women’s honor society Vega 
recognizes scholarship recipients — both 
male and female — each year and features a 
prominent Oswego graduate as speaker.

The first female president of the 
Oswego Student Association as an under-

graduate, Sack spent her career as a leader 
at such financial mainstays as Smith Barney, 
Wachovia Securities and most recently Bank 
of America. She spoke to a finance class 
prior to speaking at the convocation as part 
of the Oswego Alumni Association Alumni-
in-Residence program.  l

— Shane M. liebler

Scholarship recipients encouraged by 
alumna at Honors Convocation

College stays on 
national service 
honor roll 
FOR tHe tHiRd StRaigHt 
YeaR, SUNY Oswego earned 
national recognition on the 
presidential Higher education 
community Service Honor Roll.

Oswego’s broad approach to 
engaging students in community 
service is one of its selling points. 
civic engagement is an important 
part of the college’s mission, a 
pillar of the current strategic 
plan “engaging challenge.” SUNY 
Oswego is also a founding member 
of the New York campus compact, 
a commitment to civic engage-
ment, student involvement and 
community service.

the center for community 
Service and Service learning 
as well as other components of 
the compass in the new campus 
center offer internships and aca-
demic partnerships, such as a one-
credit add-on to students taking a 
gerontology class with psychology 
professor Laura Hess Brown 
’84. “By working with our adopt-
a-grandparent program, they are 
applying what they learn in a local 
nursing home while also provid-
ing an important service,” alyssa 
amyotte of the community Service 
and Service learning center said.

the honor roll is a fed-
eral program co-sponsored by 
the corporation for National 
and community Service, the 
department of education, the 
department of Housing and Urban 
development, USa Freedom 
corps, campus compact and the 
president’s council on Service and 
civic participation.  l

— Julie Jo Stanton ’09 and 
tim Nekritz M ’05

suzanne castrigno sack ’84 told scholar-
ship recipients they can solve any problem 
they put their minds to at the annual Honors 
Convocation April 24 in the Campus Center.

The townhouse project near Glimmerglass Lagoon reached a big milestone this spring when 
masonry began on the site where ground was broken last year. The project that will house about 
350 junior and senior students in a village-like setting is targeted for completion in fall 2010.
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a thousand cranes for peace
A thousand colorful origami cranes held 
together by strings, or Senba Zuru, is a  
powerful symbol of peace and healing in  
Japanese tradition. This spring students  
in Japanese classes, along with Japanese  
exchange students and other volunteers,  
completed a Senba Zuru. Professor John  
Lalande ’71 provided the materials and  
Japanese instructor Yoshiko Butler guided  
and led the students in making the paper  
sculpture. “it has been an amazing experience 
for all of us who were involved with making 
the thousand-crane,” said Kosuke Kisaka ’10,  
a broadcasting major who is a native of 
Hiroshima. The tradition of the thousand 
cranes as a symbol for world peace is tied  
to the story of Sadako Sasaki, a young girl 
who contracted leukemia after her exposure 
to the atomic bomb in Hiroshima. She died 
before she could complete a thousand of  
the little origami sculptures and they were 
finished by other children. Kisaka, who took 
part in a campus forum on Hiroshima this 
spring on campus, hopes to deliver the  
thousand cranes to Hiroshima.  l

College adds Zip to sustainability initiative
SUNY OSwegO aNd tHe wORld’S laRgeSt caR-SHaRiNg  
service launched a new program that brought two Zipcars to  
campus this spring. 

the service benefits the college by helping to reduce demand 
for parking and associated congestion while offering students a 
convenient, economical and environmentally friendly alternative to 
owning a car. 

the partnership with Zipcar is part of the college’s 
sustainability initiatives, launched when SUNY 

Oswego president deborah F. Stanley signed the 
american college and University presidents 
climate commitment in 2007.

“we see this as one of many steps to 
reduce the campus community’s carbon foot-
print,” Stanley said. “we have an inherent  

duty to make the planet a better place, through 
education, research and actions that support  

sustainable living.”
a toyota Matrix and a toyota prius are available through 

online reservations. parked in reserved spaces in the parking lot 
between penfield library and the campus center, they are available 
to all staff and students for a fee. 

Zipcar representatives said members can save an average  
of $600 per month or $7,200 a year when compared with car  
ownership. 

Oswego joins dozens of colleges that have partnered with 
Zipcar, including Mit, columbia, georgetown, american University, 

Harvard University, University of Minnesota, University of toronto, 
University of North carolina, University of chicago, Ucla and 
amherst.  l

— tim Nekritz M ’05

christina Ballesteros ’10, Student Association president, and andre 
Fields ’09, former SA vice president, show off the Zipcars soon after 
they arrived on campus in April.
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S t u d e n t  I d

Tech ed major strives to be his best

Ten SUNY Oswego community mem-
bers taught children, built infrastructure 

and learned plenty during the college’s first  
international Alternative Winter Break  
service project in Jamaica.

The college’s Center for Community 
Service and Service Learning and the inter-
national Volunteer in Jamaica Opportu-
nity Network coordinated the program,  
Jan. 6 to 20 in Treasure Beach. Eight Oswego 
students participated.

Oswego representatives taught subjects 
and gave computer lessons to students in 
grades 1 to 6 in a local primary school. “The 
teacher essentially handed us the chalk and 
said, ‘Go ahead and teach’ and left,” said 
Shaun Del Rosario ’09, a marketing and 
psychology major.

One key piece of hands-on work 
involved setting up a campground, 
including showers and bathrooms, that 
other volunteers coming to aid the project 
would use.

“The thing that really struck me was 
how much their culture was Americanized” 
through the media, fashion and trade, said 
Michael LaMastra ’08, M ’09. 

“I had never been out of the country 
before,” said LaMastra, a business and 
marketing education major. “I’m going 
into education so I was interested in 
working with students, especially ones from 
a different culture than ours. I wanted to go 
out in the world and explore. It was also an 
opportunity to make a difference.”

While teaching and helping an economi-
cally challenged country, students found it 
educational and enriching in many ways.

“Everyone was well off because they 
had each other,” LaMastra added. “We saw 
a community in the utmost sense. They all 
cared for and supported each other. They 
may have been what we would consider 
impoverished but they were happy because 
they had each other.”  l

— Tim Nekritz M’05

Oswego students help others, learn lessons serving in Jamaica

Dan Lupa ’08, m ’10 reads with Noah, a 
young student in the Salvation Army basic 
school in Treasure Beach, Jamaica. Ten mem-
bers of the SuNY Oswego campus commu-
nity, mostly students, took part in an interna-
tional Alternative Winter Break to help build 
a campground, teach youngsters and create 
basic infrastructure in Jamaica this January.
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Name:  Nate Nadelen ’10
age:  21
Hometown:  watertown, N.Y.
school:  School of education
major:  technology education

You recently represented suNY Oswego in  
a national technology education conference  
in Louisville, Ky. What did this conference  

mean to you?
it was a very important learning experience. 

the conference provided me the opportunity 
to attend the largest technology education 

professional development experience in the 
United States. it also offered the largest 
trade exhibition in the country that show-
cased the latest in resources, materials 
and equipment available in the technology 
education field. Being the largest confer-
ence, the nation’s educational leaders and 
students meet there to network, determine 
direction and share decisions on issues that 
influence the profession.

What are your professional goals?
My main professional goal in life and as a teacher 

is to strive to do the very best that i can. One day i 
will become a technology education teacher, and have 
the opportunity to positively affect the minds of many 
students … in becoming a teacher, we are agreeing 
to a lifelong process of learning. Because today’s 
technology changes so rapidly, it will be my goal to 
stay current with all the latest developments. this will 
allow me to pass my knowledge along to my students, 
who will one day be leading our society.

What do you enjoy most about Oswego?
what i enjoy most about Oswego is the fact 

that i attend one of the leading technology education 
programs in the country. this department not only 
provides students with classes they need to earn their 
degrees, but with many great opportunities, and an 
environment to help pursue special interests, which 
range from independent studies to groups such as the 
Oswego technology education association (Otea). 
this allows students to gain an increased understand-
ing and higher level of learning.  l
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OUt witH tHe Old aNd iN witH 
tHe New.

the dr. lewis B. O’donnell Media 
Summit, slated for Oct. 14, seeks the 
answer to one question. with the lat-
est developments in technology and 
all forms of “new media,” where is the 
industry going next?

“it’s expected to be bigger than 
ever before,” summit coordinator and 
communication studies professor Jerry 
condra said. 

Focusing primarily on students, the 
daylong summit begins with panelists 
speaking at morning classes and will 
culminate in an afternoon gathering of 
the guests, students, faculty, alumni and 
the general public. during “Your gpS 
directions to the Media: what’s Your 
destination?” the guest panel will discuss 

the fast-growing industry, how it has 
progressed and how current students 
can find jobs in the new media.

New media includes the latest forms 
of technology and innovation, including  
internet-based phenomena such as 
twitter and Hulu as well as mobile 
broadband.

the summit will also feature a pro-
gram that gives students the opportunity 
to speak with recent alumni who work  
in these new media fields. interested 
alumni may contact development 
associate amy canale Dumas ’92 at 
amy.dumas@oswego.edu.

alumnus Louis a. Borrelli Jr. ’77 
founded the summit in 2005 with a lead-
ership gift. two years ago, he and NBc 
“today” show co-host and weatherman 
al Roker ’76 provided funding to name 

it in honor of O’donnell, longtime chair of 
Oswego’s communication studies depart-
ment, who passed away in 2007.

“Hard to believe it will be the fifth 
summit this fall,” Borrelli said. “as we 
develop the content and guest list, we 
are working to incorporate the surge 
in online gaming and social networking 
with other forms of new and traditional 
media represented.”

past guests have included legendary 
Washington Post editor Ben Bradlee, 
eSpN and aBc Sports president george 
Bodenheimer, author and media analyst 
Ken auletta ’63, eSpN co-anchor Linda 
cohn ’81, FX Networks senior vice presi-
dent steve Leblang ’81 and Roker.  l

— Steve duby ’09

‘New Media’ headlines ’09 O’donnell Summit

Behind the “crying and dying” images frequently offered by the 
media, lies the “real” Africa, according to Professor Neelika 

Jayawardane. She escorted nine students to show them first-hand what 
a dynamic place it is.

For the “Navigating the Oceans” course, Jayawardane and the 
students spent nearly two weeks in and around Cape Town, South 
Africa, learning about the area. 

When Jayawardane returned to South Africa, the experience 
helped her become increasingly determined to find a way to open 
the eyes of others.

“I saw that my life was rich in many ways,” Jayawardane said.  
“I knew immediately I wanted to take students there. I wanted to  
pass on experiences and I wanted to pass on knowledge.”

“Seeing what I saw there affected so much of my life,” said Kevin 
Fleming ’11, a graphic design major. “Going on this trip just shocked 
me.” 

In contrast to the media focus on poverty in Africa, Fleming 
found Cape Town “very vibrant, culturally rich,” he said. “I had this 
preconceived notion of what South Africa would be, and this just 
turned it upside down.” 

The students acknowledge South Africa still has its share of 
struggles. While the former system of apartheid is abolished, it does 
not appear to have ended socially.

“I was very struck by the differences in social classes,” Fleming 
said. “I had this expectation there would be complete harmony but 
it was still quite separate.”

The AIDS epidemic continues to challenge the nation. The 
students called a visit to a camp for HIV-positive children in the 

Themba Care program unforgettable, but in large part because of 
the spirit the kids showed.

Fleming said he feels great global awareness now, and would like 
to explore more of the world. “I have this strong sense of wanting to 
go back, not just to Cape Town but to other areas we didn’t have a 
chance to see,” he said.  l

— Tim Nekritz M ’05

students take a life-changing trip to south Africa

Working with Hiv-positive children in the Themba clinic was part of 
nine students’ “life-changing” tour of South Africa.
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Rice cReek Field StatiON hosted the 
climate academic Steering committee,  
or caSc, and environmentally minded 
members of the campus community for a 
town hall meeting in February. taking a  
cue from the climate commitment signed 
by president deborah F. Stanley in 2007, 
students and faculty alike discussed how 
they could take part in making SUNY 
Oswego a little greener.

caSc is targeting sustainability in 
terms of energy use and how this topic is 
discussed in the college curriculum. the 
town hall meeting was an opportunity 
to find out what students are doing to 
improve the campus community and voice 
their concerns. 

“we found out that student groups had 
already started programs of their own on 
campus,” dara Sanoubane of experience-
Based education said.

among the student groups that 
attended the meeting were Students for 
global change and composting on campus. 
these groups presented their efforts for 
lessening SUNY Oswego’s impact on the 
environment.

composting on campus has been mak-
ing efforts to develop a means of compost-
ing the food scraps and other biodegradable 
material from the campus’s five dining halls. 
a small-scale composting program used for 

the surrounding gardens is already in place 
at Rice creek Field Station.

Katherine Raymond ’11 is exploring  
the idea of installing motion sensors in 
the residence hall bathrooms. currently, 
Raymond said, the lights are on in the rest-
rooms 24 hours a day, for safety purposes. 
Raymond hopes that with the introduction 
of motion sensors the campus will save 

energy while keeping safety in mind.  
Motion sensors are currently in use in  
the new campus center.

caSc participated in a live web  
discussion about carbon neutrality and 
hosted another meeting later in the semes-
ter to continue efforts toward a greener 
campus.  l

— arlee J. logan ’09 

town hall meeting outlines next  
steps in climate commitment

The Climate Academic Steering Committee conducted a town hall meeting at  
Rice Creek Field Station.

He loves sneakers. He loves basketball. 
What better way for Doug Rusinek ’09 

to find his niche than by promoting both?
The public relations major continued 

an impressive Oswego trend by becoming 
the fifth student in the past three years to 
make it as a national finalist for the PRWeek 
Student of the Year competition, which took 
place in February in New York City.

While honored by the finalist bid, 
Rusinek saw this competition not only 
as a chance to win, but also as a learning 
experience.

“[PRWeek] was interesting,” Rusinek 
said. “It taught me skills needed to be a PR 
professional.”

For his campaign, Rusinek made 
a proposal to executives from Hill & 
Knowlton, a public relations firm, to design 
a PR program intended to improve Adidas’ 
basketball market share and increase the 
company’s exposure during the 2009 NBA 
All-Star Week.

While he wouldn’t mind making a career 
out of public relations, Rusinek said his 
experience at PRWeek revealed his interest 
in creating marketing campaigns.  l

— Steve Duby ’09

PR student continues Oswego dynasty

Doug Rusinek ’09 shows his successful  
project to Professor Tina Pieraccini.
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Greeks get together

alUMNi aNd FRieNdS ONce agaiN Set 
a Reunion weekend attendance record with 
nearly 1,400 returning home to Oswego 
June 4 through 7.

Members of 12 milestone classes, 
several greek groups and others enjoyed 
more than 50 events on and off campus. 
Receptions, ceremonies and informal get-
togethers made Oswego a great summer 
destination for alumni and their families.

Doreen mahar Hockey ’91 and her 
husband, Dave ’92, were enjoying their 
first trip back to campus in 15 years. in 
addition to the Zeta chi Zeta fraternity 
40th anniversary celebration, the couple 
traveled from georgia to revisit some of 
their favorite restaurants.

“Hopefully, every five years we can do 
something like this,” dave Hockey said.

the campus center was a big draw for 
many attendees, the oldest of whom repre-
sented the class of 1939. Many of the hun-
dreds of alumni who filled Riggs, Johnson 
and Hart halls were impressed with their 
weekend digs as well.

“i had a wonderful time — it was my 
first time back to see all the differences in 
the dorms,” Edna Henley Edwards ’53 of 
Mount Vernon said. She attended Reunion 
with college roommate and good friend 

alma Brown moses ’54. “we lived in 
the [old army] barracks, eight people to a 
room,” said edwards.

the weekend of celebration at main 
events like the taste of Oswego, picnic on 
the lake and “welcome aboard BBq” also 
included some moments of solemnity.

a special remembrance ceremony for 
the two Oswego victims of the dec. 21,  
1988, pan am Flight 103 disaster drew 
about 100 classmates and relatives 
of Lynne Hartunian ’89 and colleen 
Brunner ’90. Many of their peers were on 
campus to celebrate the 20th Reunion of 
the 1988, ’89 and ’90 classes.

two of the victims of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, Richard caproni ’89 and michael 
Hannan ’89, were also remembered at a 
separate ceremony attended by nearly 150 
friends and classmates.

On a happier note, attendees gathered 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of phi 
lambda phi and the 75th anniversary of 
the Newman center.

planning for next year’s festivities is 
already under way at www.oswego.edu/
reunion. the web site also features several 
photo galleries from Reunion 2009.  l

— Shane M. liebler

Record-breaking crowd makes  
Oswego Reunion a destination

More than 550 kicked off the weekend at Friday’s “Welcome Aboard BBQ.”

Friends reunite at the Class of 1954 Reunion.



C u r r e n t s
c a m p u s 

O s w e g O  l  S u m m e r  2 0 0 913

Friends connect at Friday’s 
“Welcome Aboard BBQ.”

Cruise ship-themed games at Taste of Oswego

Reminiscing at Golden Alumni Society Coffee

Above: Greeks and Friends Social 
at the Moose Lodge
Left: Newman Center 75th 
Anniversary Mass

Class of ’84 Silver Anniversary Reception at Shady Shore
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men’s Basketball

The 2008-09 men’s basketball team led 
by Kevin Broderick M ’92 qualified for 

the SUNY Athletic Conference playoffs for 
the eighth consecutive season, hosting the 
semifinal and championship rounds, where 
they lost to eventual champion Brockport  
in the semifinals. Oswego also earned a berth 
in the Eastern College Athletic Conference 
Division III Upstate Championship, drop-
ping a 72-71 decision in the semifinals to 
host St. John Fisher College.

Four Lakers garnered postseason 
SUNYAC honors.  Seniors Tommy 
Downing ’09 and Kyle Reuter ’09, who 
both reached the 1,000-point plateau in 
their final season, were named to the all-
conference first team.

Following the season, Broderick stepped 
down as Oswego’s head coach to take over 
his alma mater’s program at Nazareth 
College. The winningest coach in Oswego 
history will be replaced by Adam Stockwell 
from Clarkson University.

Women’s Basketball

Under second-year head coach  
Tracy Bruno, the Lakers women’s  

basketball squad finished the season with 
an 11-15 overall record, but qualified for 
the SUNYAC playoffs for the eighth straight 
year with a fifth-place finish and a 9-7  
record, losing to eventual conference  
champion Brockport in the quarterfinals.

Forward Kayla Ryan ’12 was the lone 
Oswego player named to the All-SUNYAC 
second team and also garnered ECAC 
Rookie of the Year accolades.

Women’s Ice Hockey

Oswego’s women’s ice hockey program, 
led by head coach Diane Dillon and 

first-year assistant coach Joe Heydenburg, 
finished its third season of varsity play with 
an 8-16-1 overall record for the second 
straight year.

The team finished sixth in the tough 
ECAC Division III women’s West Division, 
which qualified them for their first-ever 
ECAC playoff appearance.

men’s Ice Hockey

With 13 experienced seniors who al-
ready had an NCAA Division III 

national championship under their belts, 
the men’s hockey team and head coach Ed 
Gosek ’83, M ’01 were aiming for another 
chance at a national title.

SportS SportS 

chad Burridge ’12 helped guide the men’s 
basketball team to a playoff berth.

Kayla Ryan ’12 was named eCAC Rookie of 
the Year.

The women’s ice hockey team made the eCAC playoffs this season for the first time.
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The Lakers, who were ranked among the 
top 15 teams in the nation for much of the 
season, reached the championship game of 
the SUNYAC playoffs for the second straight 
season. And for the second straight year, 
the team was stopped short of a conference 
championship by Plattsburgh State with  
the Lakers dropping a heartbreaking 5-4 
decision in overtime.

When NCAA playoff bids came out 
the following week, not even playing one 
of the toughest schedules in the country 
(which included a 4-3 win over defending 
national champion St. Norbert College) 
would work in the team’s favor, as they were 
left out of the field for the second straight 
season. Oswego finished the year with an 
18-8-1 overall record and finished second 
in SUNYAC play with an 11-4-1 mark.

Wrestling

Youth was the dominant factor for Mike 
Howard ’90 in his 20th season as head 

coach of the Oswego State wrestling team. 
With only five upperclassmen (three juniors, 
two seniors) on the 24-man roster, the Lakers  
held their own for most of the season despite  
finishing with a 5-10 dual meet record. The 
highlight of the season was a runner-up  
finish at the prestigious Rochester Institute 
of Technology Invitational, where Joel Ford 
’11 captured an individual title at 197 pounds 
and was one of three wrestlers posting  
top-four finishes in their respective weight 
classes.

Indoor Track and Field

The Lakers’ indoor track and field 
team, led by interim head coach  

Andrew Hunsinger and assistant coach 
Phillip Goodwin saw a number of veter-
ans and newcomers produce personal-best  
performances throughout the season. A  
total of seven school records were set  
during the year, the most impressive of 
them coming from Mike Chamberlain ’12, 
who broke a 33-year-old school record in 
the long jump with a leap of 22 feet, ¼ inch. 
The leap broke the old record of 21 feet, 
11 ¾ inches set in 1976 by Russ Acea ’77. 
Chamberlain was also the meet’s top rookie 
performer at the SUNYAC Indoor Track 
and Field Championships in Geneva finish-
ing third in both the long and triple jumps, 
and finishing tied for fifth place in the high 
jump.

Megan Boggan ’10 and Danielle Wash-
ington ’09 established individual school 
records for the women.

swimming and Diving

The Oswego State men’s and women’s 
swimming and diving teams, under the 

direction of second-year head coach Mike 
Holman ’96 and diving coach John Moore, 
again delivered top performances worthy of 
being regarded among the top teams in the 
SUNYAC conference this season. The men’s 
team finished 6-4 in dual-meet competition, 
while the women’s team was aiming for their 

third undefeated season in the last four years, 
winning eight straight meets before falling  
to conference powerhouse Geneseo in the 
season finale.

At the annual SUNYAC championship 
meet in Buffalo, the Lakers did not produce 
an individual champion, but 13 combined 
school records fell as the Oswego women 
finished second among nine teams and the 
Laker men placed fourth.

— Mark Coley
Sports Information Director

Eric selleck ’12 helped the men’s hockey 
team rank in the top 15 of NCAA Division iii 
most of the season.
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Join us for the 
9th Annual  
SunY Oswego 
Athletic Hall of 
Fame Induction 
Ceremony

saturday, Oct. 24, 2009
1 p.m. luncheon
sheldon Hall Ballroom

HONORING
l	Daniel Bartlett ’96 – Men’s 

lacrosse
l	John canale ’47, m ’50 – Men’s 

Soccer, Men’s Basketball, Baseball
l	Greg peel ’94 – Men’s lacrosse
l	Ralph pizzo ’71 – wrestling
l	melisa Verdoliva ’99 – women’s 

Soccer
l	John Wynne ’66 – Men’s 

Basketball, Baseball

call 315-312-2258 for more infor-
mation or visit www.oswego.edu/
alumni. Reservations are required 
for the luncheon.
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R
oom 246 of the New York 
State Capitol building 
in Albany — the former  
lieutenant governor’s 
office — is firmly rooted 

in its Victorian past, from the coffered 
wood ceilings to the traditional blue 
carpeting. A polished oak staircase, its 
newel posts carved with intricate leaves, 
leads to a gallery lined with law books.  

But Room 246 is also a launching 
pad for the state’s future. It is the front 
line in the fight against recession. This is 
the headquarters of the state’s Economic 
Recovery and Reinvestment Cabinet, 
chaired by Timothy J. Gilchrist ’79. 

Here on the hearth of a 19th-century 
gray stone fireplace sits a carry-on bag, 
ready for a flight to Buffalo or New York 
City, and nearby, employees work at 
modern cabinets and desks, a fax machine 
and a copier. 

Maps cover every available surface, 
some with sticky notes indicating  
projects. In the North Country: a bridge 
replacement, $4.1 million. In the Finger 
Lakes: clean water project, $1.5 million.  
In New York City: financing for an 
affordable housing complex for seniors,  
$7.2 million. 

Alongside leather-bound law books sit 
white plastic binders, stuffed with proposals 
from county and local governments — 
some hundreds of pages thick. And there 
on Gilchrist’s bookshelf, near a model 
construction vehicle, is the heart of it all: a 

blue binder holding the federal Economic 
Recovery Act, all 407 pages of it. 

With billions of dollars to spend, and 
only months to do it in, the clock is ticking 
for New York’s stimulus czar.

Gilchrist isn’t wasting a minute of 
that time. 

One warm sunny day in April, he 
starts his day early, with a quick breakfast 
at his desk, heated in the office microwave. 
Popping a seltzer, he settles in to work, 

checking messages that came in while he 
was working at his New York City office 
the day before. 

If he gets a few minutes of quiet time, 
he may spend it reading proposals or 
digesting the recovery act itself, which for 
weeks was still being written by Congress. 

Soon the day will erupt: The Black-
berry at his hip will start buzzing, local 
government officials will be knocking 
on his door, Gov. David Paterson will be 
looking for a briefing. 

A Big Job
Gilchrist’s job is daunting. There is more 
than $26 billion to spend, and nearly $400 
million of it in just 120 days. 

But the payoff is huge: a potential 
215,000 jobs saved or created in New York 
state, behind only California and Texas, 
according to White House estimates.

Many of the programs being consid-
ered were already in the pipeline, or at 
least in some stage of planning, before the 
stimulus package was even approved.

“Organizations have to have proce-
dures in place to get projects out” within 
the time frame, says Gilchrist, the gover-
nor’s senior advisor for infrastructure and 
transportation, noting the requirement 
for “shovel-ready” projects.

The feds set tight deadlines. Gilchrist 
and his team had to literally begin making 
plans and allocating money while they 
were reading the regulations for the first 
time. 

The 26 Billion  
Dollar Man
Oswego’s Own Tim Gilchrist ’79 Guides New York’s Economic Recovery

“It’s not only 
important  
that it’s a  

good project. 
What’s  

important is 
that it’s a  

project that 
puts people  

to work.”
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Gilchrist is very clear on his main 
mission, however: creating jobs for New 
Yorkers. 

“It’s not only important that it’s a 
good project,” he says. “What’s impor-
tant is that it’s a project that puts people 
to work.”

One of his prime considerations is how 
many people a given project will employ. 

Gilchrist works with municipalities 
and county governments to help them 
generate their proposals for the stimulus 
funds.

“We try to put the information into 
a useful basis and effectively get it out,” 
he explains. 

Making use of effective communica-
tion technologies is key to the cabinet’s 
success. 

Gilchrist and his team started their 
outreach in December as word of the 
planned stimulus package broke. They 
created a Web site “on the fly.”

The stimulus package was signed by 
President Barack Obama Feb. 17. Gov. 
Paterson had formed the Economic 
Recovery and Reinvestment Cabinet a 
week earlier, Feb. 10. Since then, Gilchrist 
has gone all around the state, hosting 
sessions with local officials. He has met 
with representatives of counties, mayors 
of cities and villages, town officials. 

Members of the governor’s staff have 
a weekly phone call with New York’s 
Congressional delegation. Gilchrist testi-
fied before the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee.

In April, Gilchrist met with Joe 
Biden when the vice president hosted 
two people from each state to discuss the 
stimulus effort. He attended the Business 
Roundtable and the June meeting on the 
high-speed rail network.

“What I am seeing is unprecedented 
transparency and accountability,” 
Gilchrist says of the Obama administra-
tion’s approach to the recovery effort. 

Throughout this summer, Gilchrist 
and his team will continue working to 
get the information out, evaluate projects 
and make decisions on how the money 
will be spent. 

The first $392 million in highway 
funding had to be spent by July 1 but 

Gilchrist and team accomplished it by 
May 29, a full month ahead of schedule. 
A total of $1.1 billion must be allocated 
by February 2010. 

New York’s effort is being scruti-
nized, even as it is going on. The state was 
one of 16 chosen by the federal General 
Accounting Office’s accountability office 
for ongoing review. 

Gilchrist’s group must prepare 
bimonthly reports, and a cadre of GAO 
staffers is on hand, devoted to looking 
over the shoulders of the state team. 

But all this oversight is a positive 
thing, Gilchrist says.

“It’s good to see. People are rallying 
around this.”

The level of cooperation and commu-
nications from the federal government is 
“better than I’ve ever seen in 30 years [in 
state service],” Gilchrist notes.

Approximately $140 billion worth of 
project ideas were proposed for the $4.2 
billion New York expects to receive in 
Recovery Act infrastructure and energy 
funding.

And while the decisions must be made 
at warp speed, Gilchrist needs to keep his 
eye on the long term. “We have to keep 
looking a few months, a few weeks down 
the road.” They must be ready to justify 
every decision and measure it against 
federal benchmarks.

Every day is a hotbed of activity. “We 
have to triage every morning what to do. 
We have to handle the political expecta-
tions, but we also realize most people 
you talk to aren’t going to get what they 
want,” Gilchrist says.

A Career in Public Service
Making decisions on infrastructure 
and transportation is nothing new for 
Gilchrist, who is a veteran of nearly three 
decades of state service, spending his 
entire career in the transportation field.

He joined state government after 
seeing a civil service test advertised on a 
bulletin board at Oswego State during his 
senior year. 

“The reason I’ve been able to stay in 
the transportation field for 27 years is that 
it is so varied,” he says. “I’ve had several 
careers there.”

TimoThy J.  GilchrisT ’79

Career Highlights
March 2007 to present:  
Deputy secretary of Economic 
Development and infrastructure in the 
New york Governor’s office

Oversees major economic develop-
ment, infrastructure and transporta-
tion agencies or authorities. Project 
sites include Ground Zero, Tappan Zee 
Bridge and Moynihan Station.

February 1980 to March 2007
New york state Department of 
Transportation

March 2006 to March 2007:  
chief of Transportation strategy 

November 2005 to March 2006:  
Director of Downstate 
Transportation strategy

June 1998 to November 2005: 
Director of Planning and strategy

July 1995 to June 1998:  
Director of Passenger  
Transportation Division

May 1994 to July 1995:  
Director of Transit Division

August 1992 to May 1994:  
Dedicated Fund coordinator

Negotiated an agreement with 
the state legislature to set up 
an accounting program for the 
Thruway Authority, which then  
sold its first bonds.

June 1992:  
master’s in Public Administration,  
harvard University

April 1990 to July 1991:  
Assistant to the commissioner

August 1988 to April 1990:  
Director of Transportation  
Budgeting Bureau

January 1987 to August 1988:  
chief Budgeting Analyst
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He also managed to put his economics 
and geography dual major to good use. 

First he spent 10 years in the budget 
field, with the opportunity to work on 
high-profile assignments that gave him 
exposure on a higher level. 

He earned a master’s at Harvard in 
1992, and in 1994, he became director of 
the Transit Division, where he oversaw 
a grantmaking program that spends $2 
billion per year for transit systems like the 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

He became head of planning and 
strategy, making statewide policies and 
working on the state’s Master Plan. 

Gilchrist’s career mirrors the history 
of events in the state. He handled a lot of 
border issues with Ontario and Quebec 
after the passage of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement or NAFTA in 1994. 
Later, he would work on revitalization of 
the World Trade Center site after 9/11.

He has been active in downstate stra-
tegic planning, including overseeing the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

That position combined everything 
he has been working on during his career: 
chief of strategy for finance, transit and 
planning. 

In March 2007 Gilchrist  was 
appointed by then-Gov. Eliot Spitzer to 
Deputy Secretary of Economic Develop-
ment and Infrastructure, with 16 agencies 
reporting to him. Paterson asked him to 
stay on, until in February of this year, 
realizing how much attention needed to 

be paid to the Economic Recovery Act, 
the governor created a cabinet and asked 
Gilchrist to chair it. 

Affecting People’s Lives
Gilchrist is enthusiastic about his work in 
transportation and infrastructure. 

“You really have an impact on the 
daily lives of citizens,” he says. “You can 
see things you’ve worked on. That’s why 
I’ve stayed.”

The last time he was in Oswego, he 
saw wind turbines piled up at the Port 
of Oswego, and felt good that his work 
helped make the effort to use alternative 
energy — and the resultant economic 
growth — possible.

Gilchrist is encouraged about how 
moving to a new, greener economy can 
help grow industry and jobs in New York 
state. He points out that General Electric 
has relocated a renewable energy busi-
ness from another state to Schenectady 
bringing high paying technical assistance 
jobs.

Gilchrist laughs that his interest in 
infrastructure and transportation may 
very well date back to his Oswego days. 
He recalls the Blizzard of 1977 when 
snow removal equipment was so taxed it 
broke down. He was among the college 
students hired at Wine Creek Apartments 
to shovel the snow. 

Oswego professors would fuel his 
interest in economics and geography, 
especially the late Professor Emeritus 
of Geography Girgis Ghobrial. “I will 
remember him forever,” says Gilchrist.  
“I learned more about the world from 
him.” Ghobrial taught Gilchrist how 
geography affects every economy and 
culture. The lessons he learned in the 
“Geography of the Middle East” class stay 
with him to this day, as he watches the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict unfold on the 
evening news. 

Even now, he keeps an Industrial 
Location book from an Oswego course on 
the bookshelf in his Capitol office. 

Though his work is “chaotic,” 
Gilchrist calls it “satisfying.” 

“Every day is an adventure . . . some-
thing is going to happen,” he says with 
a laugh. And for all the chaos, this dedi-
cated public servant is enthusiastic and 
positive as he looks to the future of New 
York state’s economic recovery. 

“We have a well-educated, well-
trained and reliable workforce; our 
educational system, especially SUNY . . . 
provides the training.” 

He will continue to meet the chal-
lenges of his role in implementing  
the Economic Recovery Act with care, 
diligence and a bit of humor. l

Timothy J. Gilchrist ’79 reports on projects at a meeting in New york’s stimulus  
“war room.”

Timothy J. Gilchrist ’79 carries the 407-
page economic recovery and reinvestment 
act of 2009.
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Empty Wallets, Brotherhood on a Shoestring
B y  M i c h e l e  R e e d

Fred Root ’45 
is third from left 
in this photo of 
the Sons of the 
Wilted Wallet 
in the 1942 
Ontarian.
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T heir founders had come 
of age during the Great 
Depression. Their colors 
were simply black and 
white. They had no house 

of their own. But the Sons (and for a few 
years, Daughters) of the Wilted Wallet 
made their own mark on Oswego’s 
fraternal history.

The Sons of the Wilted Wallet, or 
SWW for short, were a uniquely Oswego-
nian institution. Founded Nov. 10, 1939, 
their motto was, “It’s not the dollars that 
count, but the sense.”

The 1949 Ontarian noted the forma-
tion of the group a decade earlier “by 
men who believed that lasting college 
friendships could be formed and enjoyed 
in a social group of moderate means, and 
that such friendships should be preserved 
in the ideals that the group would 
represent.”

According to the late Emeritus 
Professor of Psychology Dorothy Rogers 
in her book SUNY College at Oswego: Its 
Second Century Unfolds, the group had 
its beginnings thanks to President Ralph 
Swetman. 

“Swetman became concerned about 
students who were not invited to join the 
Greek societies and encouraged, literally 
mandated, the formation of non-Greek 
social clubs,” wrote Rogers. “The most 
successful of these was the Sons of the 
Wilted Wallet, organized in 1939. A 
parallel women’s club, called itself the 
Daughters of the Wilted Wallet, with the 
permission of the SWW, began in 1946, 
but it ‘wilted’ within a few years.”

Fred Root ’45 was an early SWW 
member. He had graduated from high 
school in 1940 and when he arrived on 
campus, the Sons were already estab-
lished. Some of the guys living in the same 
boarding house on West Fifth Street were 
in SWW, so Root joined up. 

“Dues were very inexpensive,” he 
remembers. “Meetings were held at the 
college — we didn’t have a house like  
the fraternities did.”

At the time, prospective fraternity 
members had to wear something around 
their necks to indicate they were pledges. 
Root laughs as he recalls what the Sons 
did. “Our pledge symbol was a string with 
a penny on it,” he says. “We were cheap.”

The group didn’t take part in any 
major projects or sponsor a big dance 
in its early days. “We just enjoyed each 
other’s company,” Root recalls.

By 1941, the group was up to a full 
complement of 25 men, according to the 
Ontarian. “Several parties have been held 
with a grand climax, a formal dance, held in 
February this year,” the yearbook reported. 
The president was Vernon Smith ’44. 

In 1942, the yearbook reported that 
“the club has grown to take a prominent 
place in school affairs.” Although several 
men had enlisted in military service, the 
SWW was able to “carry on an active 
athletic and social program,” according 
to the Ontarian. 

The war would cause a hiatus 
in fraternal activity, but by 1946 the  
SWW reorganized, with President 
Nunzio Spiridigliozzi ’48 at the helm, 
and accepted the Knights of the College 
Hill, “an organization founded along 
similar lines,” into its ranks. No note of 
parties or balls. Striking a somber note, 
the group dedicated its yearbook page  
“to its members who gave their lives in  
the great conflict.” 

Frank Berger ’59 is second from right, 
standing in the back row in this photo  
from the 1959 Ontarian.



That same year would mark the 
formation of the Daughters of the 
Wilted Wallet. “In fall 1946, the Dean 
of Women called a meeting of freshmen 
girls to discuss the organization of some 
new social groups for girls,” reported 
the Ontarian. Fifteen girls formed the 
core of the fledging DWW, led by Rita 
Miller Wilkow ’50. They would adopt a 
shield marked by the bird of friendship, 
the sword of strength, the lamp of knowl-
edge, the stars of wisdom and the torch 
of liberty. 

Dr. Athena Frangos Sawyer ’50, who 
joined as a freshman with her twin sister, 
Marilyn Frangos (who would go on to 
graduate from SUNY Cortland), recalls 
the group’s beginning. “We enjoyed 
fellowship, camaraderie and the intimacy 
of feeling like part of a family away from 
home,” Sawyer says. “We were very eager 
to be there for each other.”

Sawyer, who is still involved in educa-
tion as a professor at National University 
in California, led the group as president in 
1949.  The active club held parties, picnics, 
dinners for Daughters returning from 
Cadet Teaching, hayrides, Lodge parties 
and the annual spring dance. They would 
also sponsor a Dutch war orphan. 

Gloria “Sandi” Olson ’51 was active 
in many groups on campus, heading 
the Drama Club, but was also an active 
Daughter. She recalls going to dances and 
socializing with the Sons. “When there 
was basketball we would cheer for them 

and wear our Daughter sweaters and let 
them know we were there,” she says.

But Olson recalls a more serious 
purpose for the DWW. “We held a Chil-
dren’s Day [when we would] go to the 
orphanage and help them out, bring them 
stuff,” she recalls. “We collected money 
and it was used for the children.”

The 1951 Ontarian reports the 
Daughters were busy raising money for 
another good cause. “Of course, we can 
be seen each month in the lower corridor, 
engaged in our favorite money-making 
operation, the DWW bake sale. We also 
put our whole-hearted effort into making 
a substantial contribution to the College 
World Student Fund Chest.” It wasn’t 
all serious, of course. The DWW put 
on a musical skit to entertain “the new 
Frosh.” 

That year the men reported a whirl of 
social activities, but struck a thoughtful 
note as well. “But far more than the recol-
lections of social activities, will be the 
consideration of the friendships made, 
and the ideals formed which will stand 
as a guiding light in the challenging days 
ahead,” their yearbook page read.

The 1952 Daughters were excited 
about the arrival of the “flashy red and 

“In its time,  
that group was really 

an important  
organization for the 

guys that were involved 
with it. They were 

more mature and had 
different priorities at 
that time than the 

traditional undergrad.”
— J a M e s  W a s s e n a a R

Daughters of the 
Wilted Wallet, 
Ontarian 1951
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white jackets, which were proudly worn” 
as they continued their social and chari-
table activities. The men that year also 
initiated a new pursuit: They conducted 
tours of the campus for children of 
alumni, to encourage the prospective 
students to attend Oswego. 

Frank Berger ’59 was SWW chaplain, 
opening and closing the meetings with a 
prayer. When he came to Oswego at age 
22, after military service and a job with 
the phone company, he was a bit more 
mature. He enjoyed the camaraderie and 
frugality of the group. “We used to meet 
in the student union once a month,” he 
recalls. “Dues were a quarter.” The yearly 
dance was the group’s biggest event. 
Berger, who lived in a college-run trailer 
park across from Thomas Motor Lodge 
on Route 104, would bring his wife.

Vet Connection
The group was already well estab-
lished when James Wassenaar arrived 
on campus in 1964 for his position as 
director of housing. “They were a fairly 
well organized group of what we would 
call non-traditional students. There was 
a veteran connection, too – some Korean 
War or Vietnam War vets, guys who in 
many cases were married, had obligations 
and came without parental support,”  
he says.

Wassenaar, who retired in 1998 as vice 
president for student services and dean of 
students, served as an informal adviser to 
the group. “I still have a mug or two [from 
the Sons] back in Oswego,” he said in a 
phone call from his home in Florida. 

“I think of that group more often than 
any other frat or social group because of 
those early associations I had with those 
people and events we went to — outdoor 
events and picnics and things,” Wassenaar 
recalls. “In its time, that group was really 
an important organization for the guys 
that were involved with it. They were more 
mature and had different priorities at that 
time than the traditional undergrad.”

While they weren’t traditional 
Greeks, the guys in the black and white 
sweatshirts still had plenty of fun, Jim 

Bushey ’71 recalls. “We believed in fast 
cars and good times, looking back,” he 
says with a laugh. “A large number of us 
would go to the Glen [Watkins Glen] to 
the Grand Prix.” 

“We didn’t have a fraternity house, so 
we moved from one apartment to another 
when we had parties,” recalls Mike Brown 
’72, and Clint Smith ’72 corroborates that 
fact. “We loved being together; we did a 
lot of sports together,” Brown says. The 
brothers had their share of hijinks. Smith 
remembers as a pledge being dropped 

off alone in Ithaca. He had anticipated it, 
however, and kept a dime in his shoe to 
use a pay phone to call for a ride home.

While the Daughters of the Wilted 
Wallet disbanded in the 1950s, the men’s 
group continued strong until the mid-
1970s. “Those were tumultuous times on 
campus,” Wassenaar recalls, when many 
established traditions would fall. 

Brown has his own opinion of why 
the organization waned. “The kids are 
more affluent nowadays,” he says with a 
laugh. “They don’t have wilted wallets.” 

From a penny on a string to a simple 
black and white sweater, the Sons — and 
Daughters — of the Wilted Wallet were a 
unique Oswego tradition for decades. 

Editor’s note: As SUNY Oswego approaches 
its Sesquicentennial in 2011, Oswego 
alumni magazine will run a regular feature 
highlighting some aspect of the college’s 
unique history. If you have any stories you 
would like to share about Oswego days 
gone by, please send your ideas to alumni@
oswego.edu and put “Stories 150” in the 
subject line. Because of space limitations, we 
may not be able to run every story, but we’d 
love for you to share your reminiscences. l

Jim Bushey ’71 is seated at left in the front row in this 1970 Ontarian photo.
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B
y virtue of the 
supply and demand 
that drives the American 
economy, it is a cyclical 
animal. Bull or bear, 
history shows us that 
what goes down must 
come up.

sometimes it takes a while, though. 
sometimes it changes the way we live.

Chances are you’ve made some type 
of adjustment over the past couple of 
years. you find yourself trimming back 
on restaurant meals, ignoring your retire-

ment savings statements or searching the 
classifieds.

in between the headlines that flow 
from Wall street and presidential press 
conferences, there are other changes 
being made. 

there are people like syracuse’s 
Rob Podfigurny ’03 who just opened 
his own business or Jenn Gibson ’04 
whose business is improving in Chicago. 
Lauren Miller ’94 lost count of how many 
résumés she has submitted, but won’t be 
giving up any time soon in New york. 
Rose Stransky Merrick ’85 is equally 

Bulls,  
Bears  
and  
Lakers
Oswego Alumni Survive —  
Even Thrive —  
in Challenging Economic Times
by Shane M. Liebler
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determined to keep her own business 
growing in the Atlanta area.

it’s an era that has changed us all, 
but there are many ways it has made us 
better.

in crisis, success
“i looked at the recession as an opportu-
nity,” podfigurny said.

Back in february, he felt pretty good 
about his sales job with a syracuse it 
firm. podfigurny walked in to work on a 
friday to find he was laid off, along with 
his supervisor.

About a month later, podfigurny 
and his former boss were partners in 
lerentech solutions. their firm monitors 
networks for small and medium-sized 
businesses and provides support.

the venture draws together podfig-
urny’s business background — it was his 

major at oswego — with his personal 
interest in it. All it took was some savings 
and a few loans from friends.

“in between now and [economic 
recovery], people are taking advan-
tage of trends,” said Steve Doran ’82, 
managing director at BNp paribas prime 

brokerage group and former director of 
global equity finance for Merrill lynch. 
opening consulting businesses or taking 
on a franchise are two of those recession 
trends. “there are more entrepreneurial 
opportunities out there that probably 
require a little bit of sweat equity. there 
is a capital commitment required to take 
the leap into self-employment, which 
could scare some,” Doran added.

podfigurny thinks his business is 
particularly poised for success in the 
recession.

“it’s a way for companies to save 
money, so right now is a good time to be 
selling this service,” he said. “it increases 
profit and revenue, so it’s really attractive 
right now.” 

in crisis, there is also opportunity — 
sometimes even advantage.

ApplicAtions And enrollment 
are up, state support is down and the 
dedication of more than 73,000 alumni 
is steady at sUnY oswego, according to 
college officials.

Applications rose 7 percent for 
freshmen compared to last fall, topping 
10,500. since 2005, applications have 
soared by just less than 40 percent.

“over time, the economy has played 
a role,” said Joe Grant, vice president 
for enrollment management and student 
affairs. colleges traditionally fare well in 
a poor economy due to laid off workers 
seeking a new or enhanced skill for use in 
the recovery. 

But, schools like oswego also offer 
value. “We see a lot of people applying to 
sUnY schools now that may have gone 
to a private school before,” Grant said. 
“For some people it’s a question of  
quality: Where do i get the most value?”

oswego competes by offering a 
small-school feel and large-college 
resources. interest in transferring from 
private to state schools like oswego 
appears increasingly popular in this type 
of economic climate as well, Grant said.

Another reason for the influx of 
applications from full-time undergrad-
uates comes from the larger pool of high 

school graduates in the state. 
like the economy, the number of high 

school graduates — which has peaked in 
recent years — moves in cycles.

While applications numbers are up 
and enrollment has remained steady at 
around 8,000, state support is down 
about 7 percent or $3.5 million over the 
past two years. nick lyons, vice presi-
dent of finance, said the college has used 
reserves to keep instruction and health 
and safety budgets stable.

“it can’t be done indefinitely,” lyons 
said. “At some point, we will need res-
toration of state support or infusion of 
other revenues.”

the leaner the times, the more the 
state leans on its few revenue-generating 
resources like the sUnY system, he 
explained. in the college’s case, the state 
decides how many tuition dollars it 
“keeps” for other services.

thankfully, alumni and donor support  
continues even in difficult times, said 
Kerry Casey Dorsey ’81, vice president 
of development and alumni relations.

“our alumni are steadfast supporters 
of the college and we have seen this hold 
true during the recent economic crisis,” 
she said. “Among our highest priorities 
is helping alumni remain connected with 

each other and the campus.”
in addition to the growing popularity 

of annual reunion festivities, the office 
of Alumni and University development 
supports alumni-student mentoring pro-
grams, campus visits, networking events 
across the country, publications, Fred ’81  
and MaryLynn Barbero Festa ’82 
Fellowship opportunities and the annual 
dr. lewis B. o’donnell media summit, 
among numerous means to network and 
connect, dorsey said.

on campus, building improvements 
that will keep oswego viable continue to 
move forward. the Village townhouses 
near Glimmerglass lagoon will be self-
supported by revenue from residents. 
Bringing more students to campus 
encourages growth of a vibrant commu-
nity where intellectual and social activi-
ties create a general sense of excitement, 
Grant said.

more students living on campus in 
housing like the townhouse community 
help generate more revenue for oswego. 
improvements to the science buildings 
and park and Wilber halls will increase 
instructional offerings and help recruit 
students, lyons added.

— shane m. liebler

Campus Impact: Oswego Thrives and Strives During the Downturn

“In between now 
and recovery,  

people are  
taking advantage 

of trends.”
—steve doran ’82
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rob Podfigurny 
’03

lauren 
Miller ’94

rose stransky 
Merrick ’85

the Chicago company Jenn Gibson 
has been with since its infancy is experi-
encing unprecedented growth.

inXpo specializes in virtual trade 
shows where companies can buy space 
and operate the “booth” from their 
offices, no matter where they are.

“We’re growing everyday; we’re 
hiring all the time,” said Gibson, an event 
director for inXpo. she coordinates three 
or four shows each day.

“the reason that people come to us 
right now is either they can’t afford the 
physical show or they’re significantly 
scaling back on the physical show.”

Ditto on business meetings that can 
be done via Webcast, another service 
inXpo offers. in addition to being more 
cost effective, the events also extend reach 
for firms of all sizes.

“i did a show the other day where 
businesses from 41 countries were repre-
sented,” Gibson said. “they have the 
same access to all the clientele that the 
big guys do.”

But while some companies are finding 
ways to do business through services like 
inXpo, one thing they haven’t been doing 
much of is hiring.

club 430
the reason you might find an experi-
enced professional with a master’s degree 
— like lauren Miller — walking dogs in 
New Jersey begins with a boom.

risky subprime mortgages issued 
to people who would run out of means 
to pay them fueled an unprecedented 
housing boom. then the foreclosures 
started, and a good number of financial 
giants were heavily invested in subprime 
mortgages and securities derived from 
them.

to complicate matters, these finance 
companies were taking on debt to make 
those investments, a practice known as 
leveraging.

As “too-big-to-fail” companies like 
Bear stearns and lehman Brothers began 
to tank, other big banks became wary 
of lending and the world as we knew it 
changed.

“liquidity is the oil that greases the 
gears of the economy worldwide — that’s 
why everything’s at a standstill,” said 
Cathrin Mueller ’82, a former foreign 
exchange and money market trader for 
the Bank of tokyo-Mitsubishi ltd. in 
frankfurt, Germany.

it’s standard practice for companies 
to borrow during seasonal dips to keep 
the cash flow constant and payrolls 
balanced.

the lending creates liquidity and 
when the banks stop lending, businesses 
don’t have access to credit needed to grow 
profits … or their workforces. 

that’s when the jobs begin to disap-
pear, oswego economics professor ranjit 
Dighe explained.

cathrin Mueller ’82

Jenn gibson ’04
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economics Professor  
ranjit Dighe

Jackie 
Wilbur ’82

steve Doran ’82

Businesses struggling to stay 
afloat don’t have big budgets for 
marketing communications. that’s 

why, all of a sudden, jobs like lauren 
Miller’s were considered nonessential.

A college recruiting specialist at 
Deloitte for about six years, Miller was 
stunned to be out of work for the first 
time in her career last November.

“At first you go through so many 
emotions,” Miller recalled. “first i was 
sad because of leaving all my friends 
and then i was angry and then i felt 

very isolated, helpless.”
Despite months of frustra-

tion, Miller has found some 
creative ways to persevere 

through unemployment.
it didn’t take her long to hit the 

Web running — browsing classifieds 
and utilizing online social networks like 
linkedin. her “help lauren find a Job” 
facebook group helped attract media for 
interviews with the creative job-seeker.

she fielded a query from Cosmo-
politan magazine. More than 230 appli-
cations into her search, Miller jokes that 
she’s done everything but actually get a 
job — in which case she would probably 
become a consultant.

Miller founded “Club 430” as a 
support group for unemployed profes-
sionals in the tri-state area. New york 
state pays up to $430 in unemployment 
each week.

once a month, Club 430 gets together 
to vent frustrations, trade leads and 
critique résumés or cover letters.

on the whole, Miller said the unem-
ployment experience hasn’t been all 
bad. she spends a lot more time making 
jewelry — a longtime hobby she now does 
for some income.

Miller doesn’t envy the stressful 
environments her former colleagues and 
friends work in. the threat of termina-
tion and more overtime is also taking its 
toll on the workforce.

“i’m glad i was let go instead of left 
behind,” Miller said.

getting by
Mueller, a financial consultant for Ge 
healthcare in sonliger, Germany, feels 
she got out of the trading business at the 
right time when she quit a couple of years 
ago. Banks in Central europe were also 
heavily invested in the toxic assets that 
brought down u.s. banks.

“it always depends who you ask 
here, if you ask someone in the finance 
industry, they’ll tell you the writing is 
on the wall and those who ignore the 
writing are the ones that get into trouble,” 
Mueller said.

the German native takes care of 
invoicing and financing hospital equip-
ment and health care it systems from her 
home office in Berlin. Mueller is certainly 
dealing with a challenging market.

“here in Germany, all hospitals 
were state-run for many years. About 
10 years ago, the laws changed, and you 
had a huge wave of privatization,” she 
said. A movement toward preventative 
healthcare utilizing advanced screening 
technology placed Ge healthcare at the 
top of the market.

Ge healthcare’s focus today is on 
changing the approach to health care 
by lowering costs, touching more lives 
and improving quality with innovations. 
“this is the only way to nurture relation-
ships and sell to practices and hospitals 
that are hesitant to take on those kinds 
of costs during the downturn,” Mueller 
said.

A lot of companies have scaled back 
in some form or another. rose stransky 
Merrick started to experience a notable 
drop in clientele and projects this past 
fall.

she founded her promotional prod-
ucts firm Designables inc. in 1997. since 
then, Merrick has grown her customer 
base each year.

“I’m not giving in. 
We’re working 

harder.”
—rose stransky merrick ’85

Continued on p. 30

O s w e g O  l  S u m m e r  2 0 0 9 28



Here to Help
Oswego Connects Grads, Opportunities
the oswego Alumni Association and sUnY oswego have many 
services available to graduates affected by the downturn:

OsweGoConnect
our exclusive online community is the most powerful  

networking tool available to alumni for making those critical 
connections. this free service allows our alumni to post résumés 
and search for available jobs shared through a vast network of 
universities, colleges and associations worldwide.

You can get started by entering the “800” number above 
your name on the Oswego magazine label and registering at 
osweGoconnect (www.alumniconnections.com/oswegoalumni). 
Your id number is also available by calling 315-312-2258 or 
sending e-mail to alumni@oswego.edu.

LinkedIn
our group on linkedin, one of the top social media sites  

for professionals, is 1,300 strong and growing every day. Join 
one of several discussions taking place right now or start one  
of your own.

looking for a job? Have a job? need to vent about the econ-
omy? our group at www.oswego.edu/alumni is a great way to 
make valuable connections with fellow alumni in your field and 
link in to one of the world’s premier social networks.

recent graduates can join more than 200 Graduates  
of the last decade (Gold) in their own linkedin group at  
www.oswego.edu/alumni. the new forum is dedicated to those 
alumni just starting out or feeling the economic pinch.

Facebook
What started as communication tool limited to college 

students has become a constantly evolving international com-
munity of all ages and backgrounds. thanks to its ever-growing 
popularity it’s a great place to reconnect with old friends or find 
alumni professionals you may want to “friend” in the Facebook 
community.

Your oswego Alumni Association has an official page at 
www.facebook.com/oswegoalumni. start or join a discussion  
on our Facebook group — just search “oswego Alumni 
Association” in Facebook. A new application that links Facebook 
to osweGoconnect is available there.

the oAA also has a fan page featuring information on 
events and regional alumni get-togethers.

Career Services Office
the sUnY oswego career services office lists hundreds  

of available jobs in its database, searchable by career field, 
location, organization or any combination at www.oswego.edu/
careerservices. if you’re not sure what you’re searching for, the 
discoVer online assessment tool can help point you in the 
right direction.

the office of career services, located at the compass in the 
beautiful new campus center, offers a wide range of services 
for oswego alumni, including:

l	résumé critiques

l	Job search advisement

l	career change/career counseling

l	on-campus and online workshops

l	A news feed of job-related articles updated daily

call 315-312-2255 for more information on any of these 
services.

Office of Business and Community Relations
the small Business development center provides non-credit 

classes and one-on-one counseling for anyone looking to start a 
business. the oBcr also makes referrals to the one-stop career 
center in Fulton. the center can assist in job search activities, 
including résumés preparation.

For more information, visit www.oswego.edu/obcr or call 
315-312-3492.

Alumni Events
Visit www.oswego.edu/alumni or watch the monthly Lake 

E-ffect e-newsletter for the latest alumni networking events in 
your area.

Alumni network at the suNY oswego Metro center in  
downtown syracuse.
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in fact, the last two years have been 
the best yet for the three-employee busi-
ness based in Duluth, Ga. 

this year marks the first challenging 
time since the downturn following 9/11 
for Merrick. since the only way to control 
revenue is to cut back expenses, compa-
nies are spending very little on promo-
tional items like branded mugs, shirts and 
other giveaways, if any at all.

“i am not giving in,” she said. “We’re 
working harder.

“there are people out  there 
spending,” Merrick added. “you have to 
keep marketing.”

those rare trades that have benefited 
from stressful economic times — like 
massage therapy, interestingly enough 
— and impervious essentials like utilities 
continue to offer a revenue stream for 
Designables.

however, Merrick and even experts 
cannot say with any certainty when the 
struggle will end.

getting out
the federal stimulus money could help 
stabilize the economy, but some econo-
mists believe that may not be enough to 
put America on the road to recovery. in 
an economy so dependent on credit, the 
lending drought will continue to cause 
problems.

the good news? the cyclical nature 
of the market indicates that things have 
to get better.

“the question is how soon it can 
turn around,” said professor Dighe, who  
classifies this recession as the worst since 
the downturn of the early 1980s. high 
energy costs and tight monetary policies 
intended to break the back of double-
digit inflation fueled that dip. 

these times more closely reflect the 
Great Depression. several thousand insol-
vent — or broke — banks helped prolong 
the Depression during the 1930s. 

there are fewer banks today, but 
insolvency is a big part of the hold up. 
the government will definitely have to 
have some role in the turnaround.

“What we’re going to see now is 
regulations that limit leverage. We need 

to get liquidity and lending back [going 
again],” said Doran. “i think that the 
economy and the financial industry will 
be healthier.” 

leverage, or taking on debt to rein-
vest for profit, is essentially the gamble 
banks and large insurers like AiG were 
taking during the boom. the repeal of 
the Depression-era Glass-steagall Act in 
1999 allowed dangerous leverage that 
contributed to the bust, Doran said.

“in some ways, it’s happened all 
before,” said Ken Auletta ’63, author of 
Greed and Glory on Wall Street: The Fall 
of the House of Lehman and the forth-
coming Googled: The End of the World As 
We Know It.

people on Wall street get so caught 
up with “gaming the market” with math-
ematical formulas, they forget the human 
factor, he explained. 

“human beings don’t follow math-
ematical formulas. they have fears, panic, 
pride and greed,” Auletta said. eventual 
recovery will be based on the confidence 
level of the public, which Auletta said is 
impossible to predict. 

falling unemployment and increasing 
consumer confidence will signal the slow 
climb to normalcy is beginning. however, 
what was normal in the recent past won’t 
likely return for many years.

“Many, if not most, people have 
more equity in their house than in their 
stock portfolio,” Dighe said. “And house 
prices have fallen a lot during this reces-
sion.” in addition, the market that peaked 
in october 2007 after growth from the 
mid-1980s on, has taken such a dramatic 
hit that it will take years to build the 
robust capital base it once enjoyed. 

the market is only one of 10 indica-
tors of economic health, so a rising index 
doesn’t necessarily mean the recession is 
over. the fastest way out of the recession 
may simply be waiting. in fact, Dighe 
advises some of his seniors to consider 
graduate school until the worst is over.

even in such a bleak job market, 
determined finance graduates do have 
options, according to Jackie Wilbur ’82, 
director of MBA career development at 
the Massachusetts institute of technology 
sloan school of Management. About a 
third of graduates from the school look 
for jobs in the finance industry each year.

“We’re working hard to broaden 
the students’ views about what a job in 
finance means,” Wilbur said. “you can 
have an outstanding career in finance, but 
you have to think more broadly.”

While a job with a large finance firm 
like fidelity in nearby Boston has been 
the preference for grads of the past, right 
now the steadiest jobs are in the insurance 
business and — not coincidentally — risk 
management. risk management includes 
guidance through the most dire of times 
for companies including bankruptcy and 
restructuring.

oswego recently launched a bach-
elor’s degree program in risk management 
and insurance, the first at a public college 
in New york state.

Moving on
it’s reasonable to guess the worst is behind 
us. But, some symptoms, like job loss, will 
continue until loans start flowing again. 

it might be the stimulus money, 
tighter regulations or both that get the 
economic wheels turning. if this nation 
has learned anything over the past year or 
so, it’s that the world doesn’t stop when 
things go from bad to worse.

No matter what, there’s a woman 
walking into yet another interview; a man 
growing his own business; a marketing 
firm making a few extra cold calls; or a 
new graduate helping companies rebuild.

leaning on old friends, finding new 
opportunities, hoping for the best: We 
keep moving forward. l

Oswego launched 
SUNY’s first 

bachelor’s degree 
program in risk 

management and 
insurance.

Continued from p. 28
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A gift from MJ Cavanagh ’83 will help Oswego students better 
meet increased demand for graduates with video skills. 

A broadcasting and mass communications major and 
executive vice president of advertising sales at the Gospel Music 
Channel, Cavanagh asked that her monetary donation support  
a specific need outside the communication studies budget. 
When the college saw a need for more editing equipment, Fritz 
Messere ’71, interim dean of the School of Communication, 
Media and the Arts, knew Cavanagh’s gift could benefit Oswego 
students in the present — and future.

Student response to previous studio renovations and the 
addition of a cinema and screen studies major “has been over-
whelming,” Messere said. “Our editing facilities became over-
crowded quickly, and students were unable to get enough time 
in the six workstations to complete their work.”

So Cavanagh’s donation funded six high-end Final Cut Pro 
Mac editing workstations in Lanigan Hall. The computers can 
run in parallel PC mode so journalism students can use the EZ 
News package for editing stories. The donation also enables 
Oswego to teach courses in dramatic video, provide more new 

media production opportunities and 
introduce more students to video courses, 
Messere added.

The addition makes for a better class-
room experience, said Jane Winslow, who 
teaches video production courses. “The 
only way you learn these programs is to 
put your hands on them for a significant 
amount of time,” she said. Professional 
use of video on the Internet has boomed, 
meaning not just students heading into 
film and TV will need these editing skills, 
Winslow said.

The ability to master all types of editing, and spend time 
perfecting their craft, appeals to Tim Nuthall ’09, a broadcasting 
major from Ellicottville. Students “can specialize in not only 
video editing, but also text editing, graphics and audio editing” 
on one computer, he said. 

Broadcasting major John Henry ’11 appreciates increased 
time to work on postproduction. “The stations will allow 
students to do more hands-on work and learn skills that will 
transfer over to the job market after they graduate,” he said.

Frank Carmine ’10, another broadcasting major, said the 
ability to create a high-quality, high-definition demo tape is 
another advantage. “Upgraded editing software allows me to 
keep up with the latest in editing technology, giving me access 
to and experience with better effects, transitions and edit tools,” 
he noted.

When she started an internship in Rochester, Jen Blye ’09 saw 
the similarities in editing programs to her Oswego coursework.  
“I think that having state-of-the-art production software and 
opportunities really helps students have that additional edge when 
they get out of school,” said the broadcasting major. “Employers 
are going to pay attention to an applicant who already has the 
skills they may have to otherwise teach a new employee.”  l

— Tim Nekritz M ’05

Cavanagh Gift Opens Doors for  
Student Video Opportunities

Students use new video editing equipment made possible by a 
donation from alumna MJ Cavanagh ’83 in an advanced video  
production class. From left, Frank Carmine ’10 tapes Megan 
Hislop ’09, while Kyle Boeckmann ’11 uses video editing software 
on one of the new Macintosh computers.

MJ Cavanagh ’83
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He may have moved nearly 5,000 miles 
away from Oswego after graduation, 
but Ronald Deisseroth ’34 kept his 

alma mater close to his heart. When he died 
April 26, 2005, at age 91, the Honolulu, Hawaii,  
businessman left Oswego a nearly $60,000  
bequest. The college received word of the legacy 
this January.

“Mr. Deisseroth’s generosity shows that no 
matter how far away our alumni may roam, their 
love for Oswego never diminishes,” said Kerry 
Casey Dorsey ’81, vice president for develop-
ment and alumni relations. “We are incredibly 

grateful to him for supporting future Oswego 
students with his generous donation. “

Deisseroth came to Oswego from his home-
town of Ravena, N.Y., and was a member of Psi 
Phi fraternity.

He relocated to Hawaii during World War 
II to work with the United Service Organiza-
tions. Over the years he became a prominent 
land developer in Honolulu and a civic leader. 
With his wife, he traveled the world, visiting 
every continent, according to his obituary in 
the Honolulu Star-Bulletin.

“He and his wife were very involved in the 
community,” said Mary Connelly, who worked 
for Deisseroth for many years and is trustee 
of the Ronald H. Deisseroth Revocable Living 
Trust. “He was a person who was very well 
liked.”

Deisseroth was president of Deisseroth 
Enterprises as well as the former president of 
the Hawaiian Housing Corp. and Waikiki 
Development Co. as well as a developer of the 
International Market Place, according to his 
obituary in The Honolulu Advertiser.

He had an unusual hobby that literally grew 
into a business venture. “He was the ‘Mush-
room King,’” said Connelly with a chuckle. 

Beginning in the 1950s, Deis-
seroth leased property that included 
underground gun batteries dating 
from World War II. “He got inter-
ested in the fact you could grow 
mushrooms inside the interiors of 
caves,” said Connelly. “It started out 
as a hobby and then became a busi-
ness. He introduced mushrooms to 
people who would come from all 
over to get them.” According to the 
Star-Bulletin, his organically grown 

mushrooms were served at fine restaurants 
throughout the islands.

The adventurous entrepreneur specialized 
in other delicacies as well, raising quail and 
ring-necked pheasants. “Quail eggs are quite a 
delicacy,” said Connelly. “He was the only one 
who had any, so he was quite popular.”

The prominent businessman was also a 
generous benefactor, Connelly recalled. He 
gave regular gifts to several charities, including 

Alumnus from Hawaii Leaves Legacy to Oswego 

Ronald Deisseroth ’34 is in the center of the back row in this 1944 
picture of uSO workers newly arrived in Hawaii. The Honolulu star-
Bulletin photo is from the university of Hawaii at Manoa library. 
inset: Ronald Deisseroth ’34 in his Ontarian yearbook photo
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His generOus bequest mAde 
RonalD DeisseRotH ’34 a member 
of the sheldon Legacy society, whose 
members carry on the work of the col-
lege’s founder, edward Austin sheldon, 
through their bequests, annuities and 
other planned gifts.

the society now numbers more than 
60 people, something C. thomas and 
shirley gooding only dreamed about 
when they spearheaded planned giving to 
Oswego in the 1990s.

tom gooding, emeritus provost at 
the college, and his wife, shirley, a retired 
community educator, were already 
active supporters of the college when 
they decided to name Oswego in their 
will. their annual gifts supported The 
Fund for Oswego at a leadership level. 
the goodings created two scholarships, 
one in the name of the late emeritus 
Professor of Psychology donald snygg 
and one in their own name.

“When we were revising our estate 
plan, we talked about it and placed 
Oswego in our estate plan along with our 
family and other beneficiaries,” recalls 
tom gooding. “the development Office 
helped us with it.” When their generosity 
was reported in Campus Update, Oswego 
alumni magazine and other publications, 
other supporters stepped forward with a 
desire to leave a legacy to Oswego.

“it’s very exciting. We never dreamed 
it would bring in that much,” said shirley 
gooding. 

“Alumni of sunY Oswego realize the  
gift that was given to them,” said tom 

gooding, “We already had our college 
education before we came here, but 
we have a deep affection for Oswego 
because we spent our lives here and 
raised our family here.” 

even though the goodings are now 
retired and living in Florida, they remain 
active in Oswego state affairs. both 
are members of the Oswego College 
Foundation board of directors, and 
whenever they return to visit Oswego 
they take part in the life of campus 
through cultural and social events and 
visiting with emeritus faculty friends.  l

For more information about making a 
planned gift to Oswego, contact Mark 
R. Slayton at 315-312-3003, send an 
e-mail to develop@oswego.edu or visit 
Oswego’s Web site for planned giving: 
www.oswego.edu/plannedgiving.

Oswego. His charitable work included leader-
ship of several non-profits including the Tuber-
culosis and Health Association, the American 
Heart Association in Hawaii, the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society and Lanakila Rehabilitation 
Agency, according to the Star-Bulletin.

Deisseroth was active in Rotary Interna-
tional, serving as governor of Hawaii District 

500. He was on the executive committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce; director of the Waikiki 
Improvement Association; and on the Board 
of Realtors, Sales and Marketing Executives, 
according to the Advertiser.

His wife of 56 years, Miriam Burton Deisse-
roth, passed away in March 2004.  l

— Michele Reed

Legacy Society Supports Oswego

Shirley and C. Thomas Gooding on a 
recent visit to campus.



O s w e g O  l  S u m m e r  2 0 0 9 34

Upload your green and gold!

Show your Laker pride this Green and 
Gold Day, Sept. 4, then show the Oswego 

Alumni Association — and the world — your 
colors. Alumni across the country and around 
the world can participate simply by wearing 
your school colors or sporting Oswego gear.

The alumni association invites you to 
upload your photographs to a Flickr site 
created just for this national College Colors 
Day event. Log on to www.flickr.com and  
join our group at www.flickr.com/groups/
oswegocolors. Follow the instructions to 
share your photo.

Anyone with an Internet connection can 
view alumni contributions by visiting the 
“photostream” at www.flickr.com/groups/
oswegocolors.

Back on campus, the Office of Business 
and Community Relations will be working 
with the Future Alumni Network to promote 
the day to students and participate in a 
farmers market in downtown Oswego.

Visit www.oswego.edu/greenandgold for 
more information.  l — Shane M. Liebler

An Evening with the Ambassador, Author
More than 100 alumni and friends enjoyed a pleasant summer evening June 16 in the court-
yard of Instituto Cervantes in New York City’s historic Amster Yard district for a reading and 
book signing with Chilean Ambassador to the United Nations Heraldo Muñoz ’72, author of 
The Dictator’s Shadow: Life Under Augusto Pinochet. On hand to welcome them to the event 
was President Deborah F. Stanley. One of the Washington Post’s “Best Books of 2008,” The 
Dictator’s Shadow chronicles Muñoz’s two decades of activism against dictator Pinochet and 
the ambassador’s work on behalf of democracy and human rights in his native Chile. 

August 28 Welcoming Torchlight*

August 30 Syracuse GOLD Welcome to the City Party *

September 4 National College Colors Day –  
Wear your green and gold!*

September 11 New York City GOLD Welcome to  
the City Party *

September 26 Albany GOLD Welcome to the City Party *

September 28 Women’s Connections

October 2 Rochester GOLD Welcome to the City Party *

October 12-13 School of Business Alumni Symposium *

October 14 Dr. Lewis B. O’Donnell Media Summit**

October 16-18 Family and Friends Weekend

October 24 Oswego Alumni Association Board Meeting*

October 24 Athletic Hall of Fame Induction*

November 29 Buffalo Bills Game and Tailgate*

December 3 Central New York Holiday Social *

December 18 Commencement Eve Dessert Reception *

December 19 Commencement 

January 1 Alumni Awards nominations due *

January 1 Athletic Hall of Fame nominations due *

* Office of Alumni and Parent Relations, 315-312-2258
** Office of University Development, 315-312-3003

Events
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James Hatch ’49 currently  
resides in Rochester. He enjoys 
golf and Rotary Club in retire-
ment. James’ favorite memories of  
Oswego include going to Bucklands, 
frat parties and sporting events.

Elizabeth Kettel Vomacka 
’49 writes that her husband, John 
Vomacka ’49, currently lives in a 

nursing home. The Vomackas are 
looking forward to their daughter’s 
retirement this year.

1 9 5 0 s

Nicholas Karamessinis ’51 is 
retired and lives in Gulfport, Fla. 
After Oswego, Nicholas went on to 
receive a doctorate in education.

Class Notes Call us at: 315-312-2258
E-mail us at: alumni@oswego.edu
Fax us at: 315-312-5570
Visit our Web site at:
www.oswego.edu/alumni/
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Sadye Kosoff Kost ’30 cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday 
may 23 with family and 
friends, and the town of 
Brighton declared it “sadye 
Kost Day.” sadye came to 
her hometown college after 
graduating from oswego 
public schools. she walked 
to her normal school classes 
and remembers that it was 
hard to stay on the sidewalks 
after a legendary oswego 
snowfall. During her second 
year at oswego normal 
school, the superintendent 
from Tarrytown visited 
campus and recruited sadye 

to teach there, for a salary 
of about $1,800 per year. 
There the special education 
teacher met her husband-
to-be, William, and after the 
wedding had to quit her job: 
married teachers were not 
allowed in those days. After 
raising two sons, melvyn and 
Bruce, sadye began tutoring 
students with cerebral palsy 
and eventually re-entered 
the classroom, teaching in 
Rochester city schools from 
1950 to 1974, when she 
retired. mel remembers that 
his mother was “more than 
a teacher, she was a mentor 
and friend” to the students, 
often bringing mittens and 
galoshes to children who had 
none. Her classes contained 
many parolees, so sadye 
learned to be tough, and 
when parents didn’t come 
to teacher conferences, she 
would go to their houses her-
self. mel remembers, “Years 
later, when we would be out 
to dinner, it was not unusual 
to have kids come up and put 
their arms around her and 
say ‘mrs. Kost, because of 
you, i know how to read!’” 
oswego is a family tradition. 
graduates include sadye’s 
sister Sophie Kosoff Bluman 
Schwartz ’36 and sadye’s 
granddaughter, Amy Kost 
’82. nearly eight decades 
may have passed since she 
attended classes at sheldon 
Hall, but mel says sadye 
still has fond memories of 
oswego and loves her alma 
mater.  l

Centenarian Celebrates

Sadye Kosoff Kost ’30 sports 
an oswego afghan, with an 
image of “old main,” at her 
100th birthday party.
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it may be nearly 70 years since he first lifted his candle at a Torchlight  
ceremony, but Maynard Lonis ’40 hasn’t missed many since. in fact, the 
ceremony itself was instituted by lida penfield in 1936, the year lonis 
began at what was then called oswego normal school. He attended 
this year’s event welcoming the Class of 2009 into the oswego Alumni 
Association as the person from the earliest class year in attendance. lonis 
(center) is shown with his children William Lonis ’75 and Mary Lonis 
Alton ’92. The family connection to oswego is strong for the lonises. 
maynard’s father, Ernest Lonis 1905, graduated from the normal school 
and served on the school’s Board of visitors. As a member of the new York 
state legislature, ernest introduced the bill that made normal schools into 
state colleges and maynard would be in the first class to receive a four-
year college degree from oswego. ernest was Ceo and president of the 
Central new York Regional market. He was still active in retirement and 
one day maynard was driving him back from a market meeting in syracuse 
and going on to the oswego campus for a summer session class. He picked 
up a pretty girl waiting for her bus to oswego. it was Betty Neilson ’49 
and she was going to the same class as maynard. The couple was married 
two years later. Betty passed away in 2007, but maynard is still making 
the trip to campus, each may, for the college’s longest-standing tradition.  l
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George “Jud” Mattison ’58  
and Joan Thompkins Mattison ’60 
currently reside in Newman, Ga., 
where George is the CEO of Matti-
son Millwork. He spent more than 
38 years as a teacher, retiring in 1997. 
A soccer player at Oswego, George 
currently enjoys building furniture 
and gardening. He and Joan have 
two children and five grandchildren.

Richard Aanonsen ’59 retired 
from working in both the public 
and private sectors. In 2008, Rich-
ard wrote Power of Encouragement 
(Morris Publishing). This year, he 
and his wife, Else, will be celebrat-
ing their 49th wedding anniversary. 
They are enjoying life in Florida.

David Bushey ’59 currently 
resides in Hopewell Junction with 
his wife, Jan. At Oswego, David was 
a member of Beta Tau Epsilon and 
lived in Draper Hall — now King 
Alumni Hall. David is retired from 
his position as a school counselor 
and enjoys sailing, woodworking, 
antiques, reading, historical society, 
church and local architecture.

1 9 6 0 s

M. Catherine Richardson ’63 
was recently elected president of the 
New York Bar Foundation, which 
aids charitable and educational 
projects to meet law-related needs 
of both the public and the legal  
profession.

Frances D’Amato ’64 continues 
to teach in retirement. Her classroom 
is now a pool or dance studio, as she 
is certified to teach both Tai Chi 
and aquatic exercises at the YMCA 
and YWCA. She also keeps up with 
her profession as an organizational  
psychologist by writing a blog  
for onlineorganizing.com. Frances  
currently resides in Charlotte, N.C.

Howard Edelstein ’64 currently 
resides with his wife, Judy, in Bar-
donia, where he is a retired teacher 
and recipient of numerous awards. 
At Oswego, Howard lived in Water-
bury Hall, Scales Hall and the Pontiac 
Hotel. He was also a member of Hillel, 
freshman baseball and varsity tennis.

Joyce Silver Harvey ’64 is a  
retired teacher living in Sanford, Fla. 

She has one child and three grand-
children. At Oswego, Joyce lived in 
Waterbury and Johnson halls, and 
was a member of Phi Lambda Phi. 
She now enjoys reading, playing cards 
and singing in the church choir. Her 
favorite Oswego memories include 
going to Rudy’s for hot dogs and fries 
as well as Bucklands on Fridays.

Michael J. McSweeney ’64  
currently resides in Minerva, and  

is now the town supervisor after 
retiring as a teacher and school 
administrator for more than 32 
years. He was also the town justice 
for more than 27 years. At Oswego, 
some of Michael’s favorite memo-
ries were of his chemistry classes 
with Dr. Charles Yager.

Tom Sobik ’64 lives in Clinton 
with his wife, Nancy. They have 
two children. Now retired, Tom 

currently enjoys fly-fishing. His 
favorite memory from Oswego is 
the pride his parents had for him at 
graduation.
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A love of language and a desire to travel brought 
Annalisa Allegro ’69 to oswego. now she 
shares those passions with educators throughout 
the Rochester area. 

As coordinator of the mid-West Bilingual 
education Technical Assistance Center in 
the monroe 2-orleans Board of Cooperative 
educational services, Annalisa oversees 14 
state-funded centers that provide technical 
assistance and professional development on the 
education of second-language learners to K-12 
teachers and administrators. Her center’s range 
includes Rochester city schools, and urban,  
suburban and rural districts.

“i love coming to work every day after  
17 years because it’s challenging and it’s ever- 
changing,” Annalisa says. “i’m continually learn-
ing and growing.

“There are so many different aspects of this 
— you don’t focus on just one thing,” she says. 

Annalisa’s journey began in oswego. she 
chose the college because of its spanish pro-
gram and the study abroad opportunities it 
provided. With the help of the late Jose perez, 
director of international education at the time, 
she spent a year in an oswego program in 
puerto Rico. “it was a life-changing experience,” 
she says. 

“That made all the difference. it gave me 
such a different view on language learning,” she 
says. “i sat in history and astronomy classes in 
spanish.” 

After oswego, Annalisa knew she was 
interested in latin American studies, but she 
realized she didn’t want to be a diplomat. 
“i found the oyster school by dumb luck, or 
maybe it was fate.”

Her first teaching experience in the 
Washington, D.C., oyster school was another 
life-changing experience. it was one of only  
two bilingual education programs in the coun-
try at the time and was at the forefront of the 
profession. 

“We were empowered as teachers in 
that building,” she says. “i team-taught with 
another teacher. i taught in english; she taught 
in spanish. We ended up with kids becoming 
bilingual.”

she earned a master’s in bilingual education 
at American university in Washington, D.C., and 
worked in places as diverse as California, Florida, 
new Jersey and Alaska before returning to her 
native Rochester to work. 

now she shares the advantages she got 
from her oswego education with other teachers.  
she shares an important life lesson she learned 
from perez, too. “people all along the way pro-
vide you with the hands or back support. You 
have to reach out and take that — and they 
are there for you,” she says. “He was one of the 
first — a very, very important part of my life.”

now Annalisa is playing that same role for 
teachers in 88 school districts in the Rochester 
area.  l

 — michele Reed

Sharing a Love of Learning

Annalisa Allegro ’69 trains facilitators for regional 
scoring of nYseslAT writing section at monroe 
2-orleans BoCes.
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Craig Fisher ’65 currently re-
sides in Poughkeepsie with his wife, 
Ginger. They have three children and 
two grandchildren. He is currently a 
professor at Marist College.

Robb Hauck ’65 is living in Big 
Canoe, Ga., with his wife, Emily. 
Prior to earning a master’s and doc-
torate from Ohio State University, 
Robb was very active at Oswego. He 
was a resident advisor, member 
of Sigma Tau Chi, freshman class 
treasurer and student government 
representative. One of Robb’s fond-
est memories is introducing Duke 
Ellington at a campus dance that he 
helped organize.

Sylvia Grudzien Ward ’66 has 
been retired from teaching sixth 
grade in the Eden Central School 
District since 2000. She now resides 
in The Villages, Fla., where she enjoys 
golf, tennis and pickle-ball.

Jerry Jones ’67 retired after 
30 years with the Internal Revenue  
Service in Washington, D.C. He and 
his wife, Linda, are currently work-
ing at an orphanage and school in 
Bangula, Malawi, in southeast Africa. 

They have eight sons. Jerry writes 
that he misses the Oswego snow,  
especially in the 125-degree heat of 
the Malawi summer.

Susan Gilman Brint ’69 writes 
she is a happy newlywed. She and  
her husband, Nigel, were married 
Dec. 12 in Grand Cayman. They  
currently reside in West Orange, N.J.

John D. Burke ’69 is the current  
chancellor of Penn State Erie, The 
Behrend College. In April, John  
was the recipient of the 2009 Louis J. 
Tullio Community Service Award, 
given by the Erie Regional Chamber 
and Growth Partnership.

James ’69 and Carol Kritz 
Dahlheimer ’69 currently reside in 
Queensbury. They are both retired 
from Hudson Falls Central Schools, 
and have four married children with 
one grandchild. They were married  
at the Newman Center the day  
before graduating from Oswego,  
and celebrated their 40th anniversary 
this year.

Marie D’Errico ’69 is a retired 
schoolteacher. The former Johnson  
Hall resident enjoys traveling, 

casinos, eating out and clipping 
coupons. Marie’s favorite Oswego 
memory is the Blizzard of 1966.

Edwina Burns Feldmann ’69  
is a retired teacher from the James-
ville-Dewitt School District and 
currently resides in Manlius. At 
Oswego, Edwina lived in both Fun-
nelle and Onondaga halls, and was a 
member of Lambda Chi Delta. One 
of her favorite memories of Oswego 
includes spending Friday afternoons 
at Nunzi’s.

Kathleen McDonnell George 
’69 is currently retired and living in 
Cassadaga with her husband, Peter. 
After Oswego, the Hart Hall resident 
and Phi Lambda Phi member went 
on to earn a master’s of education 
from the University of Hartford.

Frances Zang Hyde ’69 lives in 
Troy with her husband, James. She 
received her master’s in education in 
1973, and currently teaches at Troy 
City Schools. She has three children 
and two grandchildren. The former 
Cayuga Hall resident fondly remem-
bers “The Stands,” as well as battling 
the fierce winds to get to class.

Karen Reiss ’69 is a retired edu-
cator currently residing in Stratford, 
Conn., where she taught third grade 
for 33 years. Since 2002 she has been 
in private practice as a hypnotist, 
having attained her certification at 
the National Guild of Hypnotists in 
Nashua, N.H. 

Susan Foote Wallace ’69 is a 
gifted and talented resource teacher 
at Somers School in Somers, Mont., 
where she resides with her hus-
band, David. At Oswego, Susan was 
a member of Theta Chi Rho. The 
grandmother of two also owns an 
antiques business.

Lorry Werner ’69 is a coun-
selor for St. Rosalie’s in Montauk. 
At Oswego, the former resident of 
Funnelle Hall enjoyed horseback 
riding at Fallbrook, as well as going 
to Bucklands and Nunzi’s. While 
she fondly remembers the Blizzard 
of 1966, Lorry is now a snowbird, 
making her winter home in Bare-
foot Bay, Fla.
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Bill Lilley ’69 came to oswego with his 
head in the sky as an aspiring meteorolo-
gist. eventually, he was happily grounded 
in a geology career that included environ-
mental work on nuclear power plant sites, 
private investigation and even an acting 
award.

now retired from three decades in 
project management and soil sleuthing at 
the private, state and federal levels, Bill has 
been president and chief investigator of his 
own ecoinvestigation inc. since 2003.

He specializes in analysis of former 
industrial, nuclear and spill sites for law 
firms, consultants and insurance com-
panies. some of his time is spent taking 
samples on the ground, but it’s not unusual 
to find this former teacher combing mul-
tiple library archives and other records to 
find whodunit.

“Really, it’s like newspaper reporting — 
who, what, where, when and why — except 
it happened a long time ago,” Bill says.

He spent much of his career asking 
those questions for developers, nuclear 
regulators and companies investigating 

former manufactured gas plants — sites 
used to store fuel, the lighting and power 
source of choice before World War ii and 
the modern electric grid.

Bill was initially interested in meteo-
rology when he arrived at oswego and 
began working on a secondary education 
earth science degree. His fondest oswego 
memories are of chasing lake-effect 
storms with the late meteorology profes-
sor Robert sykes.

“He would drive literally into the 
storms,” a smiling Bill recalls.

After graduating from oswego, Bill 
earned a master’s in secondary education 
earth science from sunY potsdam, where 
he occasionally gives a presentation titled 
“so You Want to Be a geologist” today.

A licensed private investigator, Bill 
also has dabbled in film. He starred in an 
information video on manufactured gas 
plants while working for parsons Corp. 
in liverpool. it actually earned him a 
syracuse Ad Club Addy.

“i think i’m the only geologist to win 
an acting award,” Bill says with a chuckle.

Bill works primarily in new York state, 
but he also collaborates with his daughter, 
Tara ’00, who lives in oregon. He has 
another oswego connection in his mother, 
Grace Merriam Lilley ’32.  l

Earth Science Degree Created Career in Environmental Investigation

Bill Lilley ’69 sits by the fireplace in his 
pulaski home office. He is accompanied by 
Tippy, his business partner/dog.
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Nancy Seale Osborne ’70 was 
recently published in the book A 
Call to Nursing: Nurses’ Stories about 
Challenge and Commitment (Kaplan, 
2009), writing the chapter titled 
“Nursing Arts Manual.” She also 
had a column, “Searching for Gnarly 
Growths,” published in the March/
April issue of RVing Women. Nancy 
currently resides with her spouse, 
Professor Emerita Barbara Gerber, 
in North Fort Myers, Fla.

Jim Adams ’71 retired from the 
Ogdensburg City School District 
three years ago. He lives with his wife, 
Joann, in Ogdensburg.

Ann Carol Marcellino Claudet 
’71 lives in Pawling with her husband, 
John. She has three children, includ-

ing her son, Kevin Claudet ’09. Ann 
Carol is a retired teacher and cur-
rently enjoys gardening, cooking, 
tutoring, reading and traveling. After 
Oswego, she went on to receive an art 
master’s degree.

Winston Harrell ’71 resides  
in Columbus, Ohio, where he is a 
social worker for Chalmers P. Wylie 
Veterans Affairs Out Patient Clinic. 
While at Oswego, Winston was a 
member of the Black Student Union. 
He celebrated the marriage of his son 
in October.

Rose “Ro” Roman Pirillo ’71 
and husband Bill Pirillo ’72 plan to 
move to Tucson, Ariz., after Bill’s 
retirement as president and CEO of 
New York State Technology Enter-
prises Corp. this September. Ro is a 
retired school guidance counselor 
and educational author. The Pirillos 
live in Rome and are the proud par-
ents of Kara, a fourth-grade teacher 
in Danvers, Mass.

Joe DeFilipps ’72 is CEO of  

Just Add Water, a New York City 
company that creates television ads. 
He lives in Hastings-on-Hudson 
with his wife, Ellen.

David Field ’72 is a certified 
public accountant residing in Rich-
mond, Va., with his wife, Denise 
Froeschauer Field ’72. At Oswego, 
David served on the Student Asso-
ciation Finance Committee. He was 
also Student Association treasurer 
from 1969 to 1971. His favorite 
memory of his SA days includes the 
establishment of the check-cash-
ing “bank” on the second floor of  
Hewitt Union.

Bill Herzog ’72 retired as  
director of guidance at Canton 
Central School and currently  
resides in Greenwich, Conn., with 
his wife, Mary. Bill currently is a 
guidance counselor at Greenwich 
High School.

Mike Herzog ’73 recently retired 
as a psychiatric social worker at the  
St. Lawrence Psychiatric Center. 

He lives with his wife, Luanne, in 
Ogdensburg. Their son, Jake, is a  
junior at Ogdensburg Free Academy.

Marlene D’Accurzio Ander-
son ’75 was recently appointed to the 
board of directors of the St. Elizabeth 
Medical Center Foundation in Utica.

Pat DeBona-Rosier ’75 cur-
rently resides in Liverpool with her 
husband, Jim. She is retired from 
Liverpool Central Schools, where 
she received the Teacher of the Year 
award for 2008. At Oswego, Pat was a 
member of Phi Lambda Phi as well as 
residence hall representative for the 
Student Association.

Stew Koenig ’75 celebrated the 
20th anniversary of his Syracuse-
based Koenig Advertising Public 
Relations in October. To mark the 
occasion, the award-winning firm 
made a special donation to the March 
of Dimes. “We’re looking forward to 
another 20 years,” Stew writes.

Barbara Anderson Messina ’75  
is the new assistant principal at 
Bishop Grimes Junior-Senior High 
School in East Syracuse. Barbara 
and her husband, Larry, reside in 
Liverpool. She previously worked in 
the School of Education at Oswego 
supervising student teachers.

Lynn O’Neill ’75 and John J. 
Robb were married on July 26, 2008, 
at St. Joseph Chapel in Mobile, Ala.  
Lynn has just celebrated 30 years in 
the insurance industry and is cur-
rently a claims examiner for the 
United Fire Group. The couple lives 
in the South with John’s two sons.

Curtis Pearsall ’75 was named 
senior vice president of the Utica 
National Insurance Group’s Agents 
Errors and Omissions Insurance 
Profit Center in Utica. He is active 
in the Boy Scouts and Whitestown 
Little League. Curtis also has served 
as the president of the Greater Utica 
United Way.  

Gary Austin ’77 is a resident of 
Minetto and the owner of Austin’s 
Tobaccos, a premium hand-rolled 
cigar store specializing in hard-to-
find brands. The entrepreneur has 
also owned SallyeAnder Soaps for 
25 years.
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When Ron Rizzi ’75 went 
searching for a vehicle 
that would promote brain 
cancer awareness and 
raise money for research, 
he ended up with the two 
things he loves: Cars and 
Coffee.

“When this first came 
about, it was the idea of 
drinking coffee and lov-
ing coffee and looking at 
cars and loving cars,” said 
Ron, who founded Cars 
and Coffee as a nonprofit 
organization with his wife, 

Wendy, in 2001. “When you bring a thousand 
motorcycles or cars together it’s one thing to 
say ‘nice wheels,’ but we wanted to do some-
thing with a grander purpose.”

That initial purpose grew from Ron’s own 
struggle with acoustic neuroma, a tumor in the 
ear. He lost his hearing in his right ear and still 
has trouble keeping his balance.

Few know much about the disease and 
other brain tumors like it. Ron thought back to 
his early career in radio that included coordina-
tion of car and motorcycle show benefits.

Today Cars and Coffee has three events 

each month in the Atlanta area and sanctions 
similar fundraisers in eight other states. This 
year’s proceeds benefit Children’s Healthcare 
of Atlanta and the lanier Technical College 
Foundation scholarship Fund.

“everybody’s touched by something,” Ron 
said. “All of this stuff we’ve taken to heart 
because we really believe that these things are 
important and there are other people that feel 
exactly the same thing that we do.”

The new York City native earned his degree 
in business administration after transferring 
from pace university to oswego. However, his 
experience behind the camera and at WoCR-Fm 
had a lasting impact on him. 

His love of photography developed in 
classes taught by professor emeritus Thomas 
eckersley. in addition to his work at WoCR, 
Ron and John Flanders ’76 hosted a rock radio 
show, “evening Renaissance,” at WRvo-Fm, 
where he also had his first job alongside John 
Hurlbutt ’71 and John Krauss ’71.

late night/early morning breakfasts at 
Wade’s Diner are a favorite memory, particu-
larly Dolly the waitress and raisin toast, Ron 
said. no doubt those meals included a steaming 
cup of coffee.  l

— shane m. liebler

Cars and Coffee for a Cause

Ron Rizzi ’75
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Chuck McHugh ’77 is living in 
Spring Lake, N.J., with his wife, Sara, 
and two young children. Chuck is 
very appreciative of the great edu-
cation he received at Oswego. He 
writes, “I last saw John Mathie ’77 in 
1980, when Rich Hellander ’77 and 
I drove out to beautiful Cleveland, 
Ohio. In the early 1990s I also saw 
Rich ’77 and Mary Beth Donahue 
Preall ’77 in Saranac Lake.”

Lori Frohmann Gaynor ’78 
currently resides in Stony Brook 
and is a retired reading specialist 
from the Northport-East Northport 
Schools. She has three children. The 
former resident of Onondaga Hall 
remembers walks to “The Stands,” 
beautiful sunsets and dorm bud-
dies: Skip, Bill, Sarah, Dave, Carol, 
Louise and Sue.

Marv Kaminsky ’78 writes, “I 
host a podcast (Internet “radio” 
program), The Mr. Nice Guy Show! 
at MrNiceGuyShow.com. I also 
produce podcasts for my syna-
gogue. With an audience literally 
around the world, it is work that I 
am very proud of … I love following 
news and popular culture, walking, 
restaurants, Canadian travel (and 
practically anything else Canadian, 
for that matter) and am a proud 
member of the family of Reform  
Judaism, working to mend our im-
perfect world into a place where all 
love their neighbors as themselves.”

Dave Lenio ’78 was recently 
hired as vice president of the Food-
service and Hospitality Division of 

Pinnacle Textile in Denver. David 
has spent more than 30 years in the 
food service industry. He currently 
resides in Elizabeth, Colo.

Nancy Goodman Miller ’78 is 
a kindergarten paraprofessional for 
Cobb County Schools, and makes 
her home in Marietta, Ga., with her 
husband, Norman. A former resident 
of Hart and Seneca halls, Nancy was 
a Student Association senator and 
Supreme Court justice. Her favor-
ite Student Association memory is 
of Brian McAloon ’78 and his boxer 
shorts that said “A Product of Your 
SA Fee” on the seat.

Lori Newman Cohen ’79 was 
promoted to president and chief 
executive officer of Conversion 
Services International in April. She 
previously served as vice president 
of technology at the East Hanover, 
N.J.-based company.

Daniel M. Murphy ’79 was hired 
by Zodrow, PC, a Denver law firm in 
2008 and is now head of the crimi-
nal law department. He also appears 
on Denver News Channel 9, where 
he gives legal advice. At Oswego he 
was member of DKK; played varsity 
soccer, varsity lacrosse and junior 
varsity baseball; and bartended at 
Bucklands.

Linda Carlin Peters ’79 is a busi-
ness administrator for Northeast 
Central School District. She lives in 
Tomkins Cove.

Penny Burker Stoffle ’79 cur-
rently teaches third grade at Ramsdell 
Elementary School in Jordan. She was 

Connect: (verb) 1. to join or 
fasten together; 2. to place or 
establish in relationship 

From where we sit, it’s prob-
ably the most important — and 
the most visible — thing we do 
here every single day.

We connect — or in many 
cases re-connect — alumni to 
each other and to the college. 
We connect long-lost roommates, 
fraternity brothers, friends from 
student clubs and organizations. We connect alumni mentors to students 
for help in deciding on a career, or to help a new graduate in finding a 
job. We network alumni looking to make career changes or to relocate — 
or those who have been downsized in our recent economy.

Today our world is infinitely smaller, and it’s easier to stay 
connected with the advent of the many immediate and online 
resources, such as our password-protected online alumni community 
OsweGoConnect, our LinkedIn alumni group, our alumni Facebook 
group, to name just a few. There’s almost no good reason anymore  
not to stay connected! You can join these groups today by visiting  
our Web site at www.oswego.edu/alumni.

Close to 1,400 alumni and friends reconnected on campus in June 
for Reunion Weekend 2009 — shattering last year’s record atten-
dance of 1,100. We’re already planning Reunion 2010, scheduled for 
June 11 to 13. As attendance has more than doubled in the last few 
years, it is the alumni event of the year — a chance to reconnect and 
network with hundreds of other alumni who all share that common 
bond of Oswego!

As we bid farewell to more than 450 graduating seniors and their 
families at our annual Torchlight Dinner in May, our distinguished 
alumni master of ceremonies Saleem Cheeks ’01, senior account 
supervisor for public affairs at Eric Mower and Associates, summed it 
up for our soon-to-be graduates: “There will be graduates among you 
tomorrow who will accept their degree and walk off into Oswego’s 
great sunset never to be heard from again. What a mistake! Especially 
in this economy. Our college has generations of highly successful 
graduates throughout our state and nation. Because they come from a 
tradition of community, they’re committed to helping those that have 
come after them. Seek them out,” he said.

“As you join the ranks of alumni and go on to achieve your many 
successes — and you will — remember to pay forward the goodwill 
you receive,” Saleem added.

Please come see us soon — in person or in one of our many alumni 
online networks. The Oswego alumni connection is a special bond  
that links all 73,000-plus alumni. As Saleem says, it’s our tradition  
of community!

By Executive  
Director  
Betsy oberst

 Matters
oswego

C l A s s  N o t E s

39

Laura Doell Phillips ’78 took oswego to new heights with the help of 
her husband, nAsA astronaut John phillips.  laura asked him to include 
an oswego Alumni sticker with his personal items for his mission aboard 
the space shuttle Discovery in march. The sticker is back on earth with a 
certificate stating that it has flown in space. laura plans to give the sticker 
and certificate to the oswego Alumni Association.

pH
o

To
 pR

o
v

iD
eD



OswegO l  S u m m e r  2 0 0 9 40

C l A s s  N o t E s

recently honored with a Real Heroes 
Award. Penny volunteers with the ski 
club and other recreation programs. 
She lives in Weedsport.

1 9 8 0 s
Joseph Ambrose ’80 accepted 

a position at LS Power Group LLC 
located in New York City, as senior 
systems specialist. Joseph previ-
ously was employed at M. Fabrikant  
& Sons as the lead network admin-
istrator.

Joe Caruso ’81 currently resides 
in Holtsville. He was involved with 
the Industrial Arts Club, and was 
an off-campus Student Association 
senator.

Bill Fargo ’81 is a resident of 
Medford, Mass., where he lives with 

his wife, Justine. They have one child. 
Bill is vice president of Jodi Solomon 
Speakers Bureau in Boston. Before 
earning a master’s degree in coun-
seling from Western Connecticut 
State University, Bill was very active 
at Oswego, serving as a Student As-
sociation senator, orientation team 
member and candidate for SA presi-
dent. His favorite SA memories are 
the post-Senate meeting caucuses in 
the Hewitt Union Tavern.

Fred Festa ’81 was a nominee 
for the 2009 Maryland Bio science 
Awards. Fred is the chairman, presi-
dent and CEO of W.R. Grace & 
Company, based in Columbia, Md. 
He is married to Marylynn Barbero 
Festa ’82.

Peg Moses McDermott ’81 re-
cently joined strategic communica-

tions firm Delucchi+ in Washington, 
D.C., as vice president and managing 
director. Peg previously served as vice 
president for Ecendant Interactive, a 
D.C.-area marketing agency.

Skip Moosher ’81, a financial 
advisor and senior vice president 
with Smith Barney, was recognized 
in Barron’s as one of the “Top 1,000 
Advisors.” The Feb. 9 article recog-
nized those who meet the criteria of 
independent research organization 
Barron’s Winner’s Circle. A 27-year 
veteran of the financial industry, 
Moosher has been with Smith Barney 
for 24 years. He is a member of the 
firm’s Directors Council. 

Chris Estus ’82 is the owner of 
Billboard Solutions in San Antonio, 
where he resides with his wife, Pat. The 
former Oneida Hall resident served 

as a Student Association senator and 
vice president while at Oswego.

Jerry Chasko ’84 lives in  
Cincinnati with his wife, Jill, where 
he is a technical sales manager for 
Gilroy Foods & Flavors, a ConAgra 
Company. Jerry is a certified culinary 
scientist. At Oswego, the former Riggs 
Hall resident’s activities included  
tennis, softball and football. Today, he 
enjoys golf, music and home brewing. 
Jerry’s favorite memory is, “laughing 
my butt off at Lakeside Dining Hall, 
whether dining or working.”

Geoff Dunn ’84 is the program-
ming and news director for WHCU-
AM in Ithaca. He co-hosts the Morn-
ing Newswatch radio show.

Anthony Moreno ’84 resides in 
Baldwin with his wife, Noelle. They 
have two children. Anthony is a K-9 
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There were days when he would long for a cool breeze and the 
view of lake ontario. There were others when he missed all the 
snow. in the end, Maj. Phillip Urbany ’88 of the Texas Army 
national guard endured the raging inferno that is summer in 
Afghanistan, and set out to make the war-torn country safer for 
its people.

living in Kunduz on a small u.s. Army outpost, phillip’s orders 
were to lead a police mentor team, or pmT, in their mission to 
help officers in the Afghan national police.

“mentoring the Afghan national police, the pmT worked 
together to [solve] the district policemen’s administrative prob-
lems involving pay, logistics, training and personnel,” phillip said. 
“This allowed the police to focus more on their mission of protect-
ing the people of Afghanistan.”

During their deployment, phillip’s team would convoy to the 
many police stations in the region to ensure they all have what is 
required to stay operational.

“These visits gave me the opportunity to talk with village 
elders about current issues and work on resolutions,” phillip said.

much of phillip’s routine involved donning heavy infantry gear 
and making his way around the hot, dusty landscape, patrolling 
the streets of Afghanistan with the police, the most dangerous 
part of their mission.

“it was more of a workout than i ever got at glimmerglass 
gym,” phillip said.

in addition to their mentoring, phillip and his team also con-
ducted numerous humanitarian operations, such as managing 
projects to fix hospitals and construct schools, so that even the 
poorest Afghan would have the opportunity to attend college and 
build for the future.

phillip himself was given such an opportunity back home when 
he first joined the national guard. He was a part of oswego’s 
RoTC program, which paid his way through college. 

The Delta Kappa Kappa brother graduated with a biology 
degree, which he uses in his civilian life as an employee for the 
Texas Commission on environmental Quality, working primarily 
with wastewater treatment.

“living next to lake ontario really taught me to appreciate 
water,” he said.

According to phillip, the pmTs are building a better-prepared, 
more efficient and more professional Afghan national police force, 
whose members he calls the true unsung heroes of Afghanistan.

“i see the importance of the mission to get the Anp leading 
the fight,” phillip said. “Although we have faced many challenges 
along the way, every mission is geared toward building a more 
stable security force for the country of Afghanistan and friendship 
on the other side of the planet.”  l

— steve Duby ’09

From ROTC to PMT: Grad Leads Police Mentor Team in Afghanistan

Maj. Phillip Urbany ’88 trained police officers in Afghanistan.
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officer at J.F.K. International Airport 
in New York City, working for U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection. He 
was a resident of Hart Hall during his 
time at Oswego.

Robert J. Pagano Jr. ’84 has 
been appointed president of Indus-
trial Process, which is one of the ITT 
Corp. fluid businesses, headquar-
tered in Seneca Falls. He previously 
served as vice president of finance for 
ITT Corp.  

Linda Bauer Yates ’85 is cel-
ebrating her ninth year in business 
with her company, SGD Environ-
mental Services. She works out of 
her home while raising four girls 
between the ages of 7 and 13. She 
writes: “What I learned at Oswego 
(both in class and outside) gave me 
what I needed to operate a success-
ful business — all while helping to  
improve the environment.”

Andrew Behrend ’86 lives in 
Cherry Hill, N.J., along with his wife, 
Beth, and two children. Andrew is a 
territory sales manager for Jeld-Wen 
Windows & Doors, also in Cherry 
Hill. The former resident of Onon-

daga Hall was involved with Eye On  
Oswego, the ABC Committee, 
and was also a Student Association  
senator.

Ellen Courtney Ladd ’86 cur-
rently resides in Fulton, where she 
owns a tax and financial services firm. 
While at Oswego, Ellen worked at 
WRVO-FM and graduated with a 
degree in communications. She start-
ed her business in 2006 and went full 
time in 2007.

Terrence Kenealy ’87 resides 
in Boston, where he is an IT lead 
project manager for Boston Medical 
Center Health Plan. Terrence lived 
in Seneca Hall while at Oswego, and 
was involved in chorus and opera 
cast and was a solo vocalist for the 
1987 Commencement. He also 
served as Student Association vice 
president, where his favorite mem-
ories included sitting in on budget 
hearings.

Thomas Douglas ’88 was ap-
pointed superintendent of the 
Chenango Valley Central School 
District in Binghamton and was 
slated to start July 1. Thomas previ-
ously served as principal of Paul V. 
Moore High School in the Central 
Square Central School District for 
nine years.

Rosemarie Drogo Fandrich ’88 
of Clay is an accountant for Home 

Aides of Central New York. Since 
graduating, Rosemarie has spent 
more than 20 years in the financial 
industry.

Monica Morselli Klein ’88 cur-
rently resides in Deer Park with her 
husband, Steven. She is an educa-
tor for Bethpage Union Free School 
District, and received the Eisenhow-
er Excellence Award in 2006, as well 
as the Recognition of Excellence 
Award in 2008 and 2009. The for-
mer Hart Hall resident and member 
of Phi Lambda Phi fondly remem-
bers swimming in Lake Ontario and 
suitcase parties at Hewitt Union.

Maura Greeley Ambrosino ’89 
currently resides in Holly Springs, 
N.C., with her husband, Joseph. They 
have three daughters. At Oswego, 
Maura was a resident of Seneca and 
Funnelle halls, as well as a member of 
Phi Lambda Phi.

Jennifer Rozines Roy ’89 is an 
author for Simon & Schuster and 
Marshall Cavendish publishing com-
panies. The former resident of Hart 
and Onondaga halls and member of 
Phi Lambda Phi went on to receive 
a master’s in education, as well as 
several awards, including the Boston 
Globe-Horn Book Honor Award. 
Jennifer, her husband, Gregory, and 
their one child currently reside in 
Saratoga Springs.

Joanna Shelmidine ’89 resides 
in North Hollywood, Calif., where 
she works as a stuntwoman. Joanna 
is a board member of the Stunt 
Women’s Foundation. At Oswego, 
she was a member of Phi Lambda 
Phi and worked at the Alumni Office. 
The former Funnelle Hall resident 
has too many memories of Oswego 
to list. She currently enjoys motor-
cycles, rock climbing at the ocean and  
rollerblading.

1 9 9 0 s
Mike Kull ’90 recently was ap-

pointed vice president of marketing 
and corporate accounts for Gun-
locke in Wayland. After receiving 
his degree in business administra-
tion from Oswego, Mike went on to 
earn his master of business admin-
istration from Wayne State Univer-
sity in Detroit.

Jennifer Woodburn ’90 was 
recently appointed director of self-
directed personal services for Enable, 
a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
supporting people with disabilities.

Glenn H. Egor ’91 lives in Gar-
den City, and was recently selected as 
partner of Rivkin Radler LLP, one of 
Long Island’s largest law firms. After 
Oswego, Glenn went on to earn his 
juris doctorate from the Hofstra 
University School of Law.

Pearl Itzkowitz Wolf ’51 just 
released her latest romance novel, 
Too Hot for a Spy, in march. The 
story surrounds a young woman 
who is the first female to be 
accepted into the prestigious spy 
school in england. Her gentleman 
spymaster, intent on forcing her 
to leave the school, struggles with 
the dilemma of throwing her out 
or succumbing to his own desires. 
Kensington publishers, 2009.

A Mystery at The Inn is the first 
novel written by John Vaszko ’64.  
The story is based on the real-life 

inn at georgia place in somerset, 
pa., where three men end up after 
assisting an archeologist in moving 
ancient mayan treasure in mexico. 
Their risky business gets mexican 
gangsters on their tail, leading to 
an intense, mysterious adventure. 
Yellowback mysteries, 2008.

Anthony Gero ’70 recently com-
pleted a historical piece on African 
Americans who served in the mili-
tary. Black Soldiers of New York 
State: A Proud Legacy is a con-
cise history of more than two cen-
turies of valiant service performed 

by new York’s African American 
soldiers. sunY press, 2009.

Satan’s Scourge, A Narrative 
of the Age of Witchcraft in 
England and New England 1580-
1697 takes a close look at the Age 
of sympathetic magic. professor 
emeritus of english and former 
Director of the Creative Writing 
program Lewis Turco chronicles 
all cases of witchcraft in both 
england and the new england 
colonies during the period. star 
Cloud press, 2009.

Alumni Bookshelf
This column celebrates the publishing success of Oswego alumni authors, illustrators and recording artists. Please 

keep us informed about new books and CDs by requesting that your publisher or distributor send a copy for the 

Oswego Alumni Bookshelf at King Alumni Hall.
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entrepreneur Christopher Quereau ’00 will tell 
you getting kicked out of school was one of the 
best things that ever happened to him.

After flunking computer science, Chris sharp-
ened his academic acumen at a community college  
near his downstate hometown. The newly launched 
graphic arts program was waiting when he 
returned to oswego.

Chris read business books during his commute 
while working under Mark Courtney ’89 in new 
York City. in 2002, he opened his own oneonta-
based grafiQa marketing firm.

Today Chris appreciates “constantly being able 
to do new, creative things.” grafiQa’s wide variety 
of clients includes medium-sized companies, corpo-
rations and non-profits.

1) Hottest design trend: We try and avoid trends 
because they quickly become fads.

2) Coolest project: They are all cool, the ever-
changing environment and constantly learning 
about new clients and then getting to signifi-
cantly help them keeps the job very interesting.

3) Greatest Oswego moment: First day back to 
school after getting reaccepted with a new 
major. 

4) Twitter or Facebook: Both — You can easily 
link up your Twitter account to update your 
Facebook status. integration is a good thing.

5) Newspaper or Web: Web — newspaper may 
have a renaissance one day, but for now its 
days seem to be numbered.

6) Best reason to live in Upstate New York: 
Quality of life and the beauty of the area.

7) Best Oswego residence hall: Hart Hall —  
i was in the first group that got to live in 
it after it was renovated. You had to jump 
through some hoops to live there, but it was 
well worth it. 

8) Worst job: College summer job working at a 
grocery store in the back of a produce section 
prepping fruit and vegetables for sale. i had to 
wake up at 3 a.m. every day.

9) Fill in the blanks: podcasting is the new radio.

10) Favorite warm-weather spot at Oswego: 
Down by the round rocks at the foot of lake 
ontario. i have fond memories of swimming 
there with my future wife, Sarah ’01.  l

Christopher Quereau ’00

10x10+10
1 Graduate Of the Last Decade, 100 words about him, 10 random questions
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GOLD becomes official, elects officials
The volunteer golD leadership Council officially established itself with the unani-
mous acceptance of bylaws at a meeting in march. 

The 30-member council serves as an advisory board to the oswego Alumni 
Association and provides leadership and input for the graduates of the last Decade 
in communications, events and fundraising.

The council also planned its goals for the upcoming year at the meeting in 
oswego and elected its first slate of officers pictured below, from left.

Chris Hockey ’02, president 

Marybeth McMenemon ’07, vice president 

Kelly Gardner ’06, secretary of Communications 

Kendra Kuehnle ’06, secretary of membership

Welcome to the City parties and networking events exclusively for oswego’s recent 
graduates are planned for this fall. visit www.oswego.edu/gold for details.
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Tom Rowcliffe ’92 has worked 
for J.C. Penney Co. for 15 years in 
various stores across the country. 
Tom is currently the store manager 
in York, Pa., where he lives with his 
wife of 12 years, Amy Dean June, and 
two children: Sam, 8, and Grace, 6.

Michael Cornish ’93 owns 
Apex Lawn Care in Bath, where he 
lives with his wife, Becky, and two 
sons. He is also a corrections officer 
for the New York State Department 
of Correctional Services. Michael 
was a resident assistant in Seneca  
Hall and a member of the swim 
team at Oswego.

Bernae Rogers ’94 and Michael 
Fagan of Albany welcomed a baby 
girl, Gabriella Raisa, April 2, 2008. 
Bernae is an account manager for 

I-Centrix in East Greenbush. At  
Oswego, Bernae was a member of 
Omicron Xi.

Erika L. Morabito ’95 was made 
partner at Patton Boggs LLP. Erika 
was previously a partner at Foley & 
Lardner LLP where she was part of 
one of the nation’s premier bank-
ruptcy legal teams.  

Dawn Ingram Covino ’95 and 
Robert Covino ’96 adopted twins 
in 2007. Their son and daughter are 
now 2 1/2 years old. The family resides 
in Ronkonkoma.

Jeremy Aldridge ’96; his wife, 
Natascha Corrigan Aldridge ’96; 
and JJ Mayes ’98 earned several 
awards from the Los Angeles Drama 
Critics Circle in March. “Louis and 
Keely: Live at the Sahara” earned 
awards for outstanding achieve-
ment in direction, musical direc-
tion, lead performance and overall 
production. Jeremy directs, JJ pro-
duces and Natascha is vocal coach 
for the production.

Gregory Willett ’96 owns  
Willett Photography in Alpharetta, 
Ga., where he currently resides.  
At Oswego, Gregory was a member  
of Sigma Gamma and the Inter- 
Fraternal Council, and was a peer 
advisor for psychology majors.

Kenneth Williams ’96 recent-
ly became M&T Bank’s regional 
sales manager for the Syracuse/
Utica market’s retail division. After  
Oswego, Kenneth went on to receive 
his certificate in financial planning 
from Kaplan University.

Craig Little ’98 resides in Peek-
skill, and works for Con Edison as 
a manager of environment, heath 
and safety. At Oswego, Craig was  
a resident of Onondaga Hall,  
member of Biology Club and a  
Student Association senator.

Michael Silva ’98 and Kelly 
Dykstra ’98 were married April 1, 
2006. They welcomed a son, Michael 
Benjamin, Aug. 17, 2007. They live 
on Long Island.

Terry ’98 and Tammy Henson 
Sugrue ’00 have been married since 
July 2000 and currently reside in 
West Seneca. They have two daugh-
ters, Hailey, born Jan. 22, 2006, and 
Kristen, born Sept. 7, 2008. Terry 
is a labor law attorney and Tammy 
now stays home with the girls after 
working at the Buffalo Zoo for eight 
years.

Raquel Marte-Pillot ’99 is a 
guidance counselor for the NYC 
Board of Education. She is living  
in Bayonne, N.J., with Anthony 
Gaudiosi. In her free time Raquel 
enjoys event planning, boating and 
traveling.  

Sarah Starbird ’99 was recently 
promoted to manager of Dimarco, 
Abiusi & Pascarella, CPAs, PC. She 
joined the accounting firm after 
graduating from Oswego, special-
izing in tax-deferred exchanges and 
performing audits.

As a young girl, Renee Abstender 
Marchak ’94 ran so slowly that her par-
ents took her to the doctor to check it out.

she admits she hasn’t gotten much 
more nimble since then, so why would 
Renee even bother training for a half-
marathon?

His name is Jacob Hadcock.
Renee first laid eyes on her running 

inspiration on a flyer for a benefit posted 
at the grocery store. Jacob was diagnosed 
at age 3 with acute lymphoblastic leuke-
mia.

“my heart nearly fell out of my chest,” 
Renee remembered.

it wasn’t her first brush with the dis-
ease. Lisa Frank ’91, a Delta phi epsilon 
sister, died from leukemia at age 20 in 
1990, just before Renee pledged.

members of Dphie held lisa in such 
high regard, Renee never forgot about her. 
As the sorority’s alumni advisor, Renee 
worked with the Red Cross to organize a 
blood drive also intended to identify bone 
marrow donors in 2002.

in 2004, the mother of a close friend 
died from leukemia and lymphoma. Just 
this year, her own mother was diagnosed. 

After a stranger told her about the 
leukemia and lymphoma society’s Team 
in Training program last year, Renee knew 
what she had to do.

“i felt like this was a calling and i basi-
cally said, ‘Where do i sign up?’” she said. 
“There were so many signs along the way.”

The Team in Training program 
designed to support runners of all experi-
ence levels in endurance 
and fundraising essentially 
changed Renee’s life. in 
just a few months, she 
raised more than $4,000 
and was ready to run 13.1 
miles in the Walt Disney 
World Half marathon in 
January.

The greatest reward, 
though, was bringing 
her half marathon medal 
home to Jacob.

“Besides having kids, besides getting 
married, this has been the single most 
important experience of my life. i can say 
that without flinching,” said Renee, who 
has three children of her own with hus-
band, Jim Marchak ’94.

Renee already has an eye on next 
year’s race. This time, it’ll be a marathon 
at Disney World for her mother and Jacob. 

“if i can do it, anyone can,” she said.  l

Running for a Reason
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Renee Abstender Marchak ’94 
was inspired to join the leukemia 
and lymphoma society Team in 
Training program by 4-year-old Jacob 
Hadcock, pictured at left with Renee 
and his brother, Josh, 6. At left, Renee 
poses with the bib from her half 
marathon, her first race ever
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Matthew Soboloski ’00 married 
Jill M. Paquette July 11, 2008, in the 
garden at Dibble’s Inn in Vernon. 
Matthew works for the Utica School 
District. The couple resides in Rome.

Alison Johnston Tulp ’01 
is an assistant program manager 
for United Helpers Care based in  
Heuvelton. 

Roi Frank ’02 lives in Spring-
field, Va., and serves as a project offi-
cer with the U.S. Coast Guard, based 
in Washington, D.C. Roi earned a 
dual degree in cognitive science and 
linguistics at Oswego.

Michelle Sandbothe Valenta 
’02 and her husband, Mario, wel-
comed their first child, Dominic 
Joshua, Jan. 8.

Scott Harrison ’03 recently 
was named the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency 
county executive director for Cayuga 
County.

Christie Storie Winston ’03 and 
her husband, Richard, are living in 
Brushton with their two children, 
3-year-old Allison and baby Nicho-
las. Christine is a school counselor for 
Massena Central School.  

Brent Mathis ’04 is currently 
employed as a bilingual receptionist 
at the Doubletree Hotel in Bethesda, 
Md. He resides in Rockville, Md., 
with his partner, Chuck.

James Riley ’04 and Stephanie 
Johnson ’05 were married March 24, 
2007, in Rochester. They have since 
moved to Annapolis, Md. Stephanie 
currently works for UNUM as an 
enrollment manager in Washington, 
D.C., and Jim works for WBAL-AM 
in Baltimore.

Melissa Garwol ’05 writes, 
“After three years working toward 
a graduate degree and six amaz-
ing years at Oswego, it was time 
for a change. I headed up to the 
North Country to take on a job as 
a full-time hall director in the First 
Year Experience program at SUNY 
Potsdam. I have received many 
wonderful opportunities for profes-
sional development and am learn-
ing even more about student affairs 
and higher education. It’s been a 

challenge moving away from every-
thing I’ve loved the last six years of 
my life, but it’s been an experience I 
wouldn’t give up.”

Christie Hale ’06 is a graphic 
designer for Pavilion Gift Co. She 
lives with her fiancé Mark Thomp-
son in Batavia. While attending  
Oswego, Christine was a member of 
Alpha Epsilon Phi.  

Trevor Lehman ’06 was recently 
hired by Dimarco, Abiusi & Pascarel-
la, CPAs, PC, as a staff accountant. 
Since earning both his bachelor’s and 
his master of business administration 
from Oswego, Trevor also worked 
for two years at Whalen, Davey & 
Looney in Ogdensburg.

Brandon Roman ’06 currently 
resides in New Paltz, working for 
the Lexington Center for Recovery. 
After attending Oswego, Brandon 
went on to receive his master’s in 
mental health counseling from 
SUNY New Paltz.

Tamara Gleason ’07 and Randy 
Greiner were married July 26, 2008, 
at St. Mary’s Church in Lockport. 
They currently reside in Akron. 
Kristen Tase ’07 participated in the 
ceremony as a bridesmaid. Rob-
ert Rendell ’07, Kristin Tuthill ’06, 

Lindsay Cagwin ’07 and Meghan 
Wheeler ’07 all attended to share in 
their special day.

Matthew Winterkorn ’07 is 
a data analyst at the National Data 
Buoy Center, located at the Stennis  
Space Center in Mississippi. He  
currently resides in Slidell, La.

Sarah Kane ’08 currently lives 
in Johnson City, and is a financial  
services representative for Elmira 
Business Institute in Vestal. Sarah 
was a resident mentor, resident assis-
tant and academic tutor at Oswego. 
She also served as manager for the 
men’s lacrosse team. 

Alysa Koloms ’08 collabo-
rated with Jim Farfaglia ’77 and 
Jane Ann Sullivan Spellman to 
write and publish Camp Hollis: 
The Origins of Oswego County’s 
Children’s Camp. Camp Hollis 
opened in July 1946 and is still in  
operation today.  

Curt Natalizio ’08 was hired as 
a new full-time police officer for the 
town of Chester. Curt was previously 
an officer with the New York Police 
Department. He currently resides in 
Orange County.

Sheila Kusi ’01 has been working to help children in unfortunate 
circumstances as a child advocate, using her own upbringing as 
guidance.  

“i think that’s something that runs in our family,” she said, 
recounting her grandmother taking in needy children as sheila 
was growing up.

For the past three years, sheila has worked as a child advocate 
at the mcmahon/Ryan Child Advocacy site in syracuse, which 
serves as a support system for children who are victims of physical 
and sexual abuse. After families come in for evaluation by a special-
ly trained child abuse unit at sunY upstate medical university, it is 
her job to ensure that they receive all the help that is available.

sheila and the entire staff of mcmahon/Ryan Child Advocacy 
site work to help children through direct action as well as to pre-
vent abuse through education. “it’s always been a passion of mine, 
but i wasn’t always certain of what i was going to do,” sheila 
said, “people really need to have a passion to work in this field.”

While attending sunY oswego, sheila — a native of ghana 
— was an active member of the Black student union, serving 
as the director of marketing. it was her job to spread the word 
about the organization and all of its events and services.

With the mcmahon/Ryan Child Advocacy site, Kusi still 
promotes different ways to get the word out about child abuse 
awareness and prevention. 

The pinwheels for prevention initiative takes the staff to 
businesses and nonprofits in Central new York to distribute the 
pinwheels during April, Child Abuse Awareness and prevention 
month. This year, they distributed 10,000 pinwheels.

The site also sponsors a poster contest through local middle 
and high schools with the theme “Kids Helping Kids.” The top 
three winners from each school have their work displayed at the 
museum of Young Art in downtown syracuse.  l

— Arlee J. logan ’09

Family, Oswego Provides Inspiration for Advocacy Work

Sheila Kusi ’01 has a passion for helping children.
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Elizabeth Crandall ’04 and David Lazar ’03 were married Aug. 9, 2008, in Syracuse.  
They were joined by several Oswego alumni including, from left: Mike Hanley ’07, Laura 
Burkhardt ’09, Leanne Burnham Mundell ’04, Jeff Knodel ’03, Jim Tuchrello ’03, T.J. 
Marturano ’03, Jim Murphy ’03, Craig Sykut ’03, Lisa Burnham ’03, and Tom McDermott. 
Elizabeth is a fourth grade teacher and David works for Morgan Stanley. They currently reside 
in South Nyack.
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Joy Tatusko ’99 married Michael Toepp ’99 July 26, 2008, in Syracuse. They were 
joined by several Oswego alumni, including, front row, from left: Pat McGraw ’77; Beth 
McGraw Toepp ’73; Richard Toepp ’73; Lymore Hauptman ’98; the bride; Sarah Cronin ’99; 
Damien DeFlora ’00; and Bob Donarummo ’00. Pictured second row, from left, are: Donald 
Cassalia ’72; Jill Thompson ’99; Terence Watkins ’99; the bridegroom; Peter Shafer ’00; 
Michael O’Dell ’99; and Luke Tatusko ’04. Fellow alumni also in attendance, but not  
pictured, were: Grant Jackson ’99; Brian Fitzgerald ’03; Jim Buorgiorne ’73; Mary Ellen  
Clark ’73; Cindy Bilardi Erway ’72; and Doreen VanCott Bednarski ’74. Joy is a fifth-grade 
teacher and Michael is area sales manager for Union Beer Distributor in Brooklyn, where 
the couple resides.

]

Abby Smith ’01 and Jesse Harris were married July 4, 2008, in Rochester. They reside in 
Ocala, Fla., where Abby is a high school guidance counselor and Jesse is a service manager 
for a motorcycle dealership. Several Oswego alumni attended the wedding, including, from 
left: Joseph Mastracy ’09, Alexa Martin ’10, Kate (Linsday) Whitney, Christina Verdura ’01, 
the bride, the groom, Valerie Zacholl Battelle ’00, Elizabeth Hennessey Abbott ’01 and  
Jason Abbott ’01.
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Lela Howell Reed Adamy ’32 of 
Hannibal died Jan. 30. She worked 
in Oswego munitions plants during 
World War II. Lela taught at Fravor 
Road Elementary School in Mexico 
for 22 years, retiring in 1976. She is 
survived by a son, a granddaugh-
ter, two step-daughters, eight step-
grandchildren and several great-
grandchildren.

Jane LaPenna Goodyear ’36 of 
Darien, Conn., passed away Jan. 25. 
She began her teaching career in 
a one-room schoolhouse in Liv-
erpool. Jane then taught for many 

years in the Port Chester School 
District. She was predeceased by 
her husband, Herman ’40, and is 
survived by a daughter, a son, three 
grandchildren and five great-grand-
children.

George Budd ’39 of Pittsburg, 
Kan., died Jan. 2. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree at Buffalo State 
Teachers College, and his master’s 
and doctorate degrees at Colum-
bia University. George served with 
the U.S. Army from 1942 to 1943. 
He served as president of St. Cloud 
University from 1952 to 1965. On 

September 1, 1965, he became 
president of Pittsburg State Univer-
sity where he remained until his re-
tirement. Surviving are two sons, a 
daughter and five grandchildren.

Joseph Hennessey ’42 of Pots-
dam died March 7.  He served with 
the Army Air Corps during World 
War II. Joseph earned a master’s 
degree at Syracuse University and 
did doctoral work at the University 
of Chicago and Syracuse University.  
He was a professor of sociology at 
SUNY Potsdam from 1947 until his 
retirement in 1983. Surviving are 

his wife, Lenore; four sons, includ-
ing Joseph ’78; a daughter; and four 
grandchildren.

Elizabeth Bowlby Babenzien 
’44 of Newark Valley died Feb. 18. 
She taught in the Newark Valley 
School District for 25 years, retir-
ing in 1980.  Bette is survived by her 
husband, Oscar; a son; two daugh-
ters; seven grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Betty Wolford Bassett ’45 of 
Fulton died Dec. 13. She taught first 
and second grades in the Phoenix 
Central School District for 42 and a 
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Katherine Doe ’05 and  
John “J.R.” Gorham were 
married Sept. 27 at the 
Esperanza Mansion on  
Keuka Lake. Several of the 
bride’s closest Delta Phi 
Epsilon sisters attended 
including, left to right: 
bridesmaid Britni McCarthy 
’06, Amanda Balling ’05, 
Maureen Flynn ’04, Nan 
Luma ’06, Emily Yezzo ’04 
and Nicole Caltabiano ’06. 
The couple resides in the 
Washington, D.C., suburb of 
Fairfax, Va., but plan to move 
back to Rochester. Katherine 
works for Periwinkly, an 
upscale women’s boutique  
in Alexandria, Va. The 
Gorham’s complete wedding 
album is available at  
www.pictage.com/361973.

Jason Wertheimer ’99 and Jordana 
Stauber were married Oct. 18. Several 
alumni attended. Pictured here in the back 
row are, left to right: Chris Watson ‘98, 
Ross Gelman ‘99, Jeff Tortorici ‘99, Jason 
Haimo ‘00, Keith Roach ‘99, the bridegroom, 
the bride, Matt Bartley ‘98, Dan Murphy, 
Ian Kelly ‘98, Tim Ruffinen ‘98. Pictured  
in the front row are, left to right: Ted 
Metellus ‘97, Shana Getchell ‘99, Semira 
Moslem ‘01, Dawn McManus ‘00, Rachel 
Stewart ‘00, Dana Segall Murphy ‘99 and 
Kenny Rodriguez ‘99. The couple lives in 
New York City, where Jason works at 
MediaVest Worldwide.
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half years before retiring in 1987. She 
is survived by a son, Daniel Bassett 
’67 and daughter, Janet Moyer ’90.

Charles Connor ’49 of Tucka-
hoe passed away May 8, 2008.

Frank Goldman ’49 of Lancast-
er, Calif., died Nov. 13, 2007. He is 
survived by his wife, Esther ’49.

Sylvia Buff Rothstein ’49 of 
Carthage died Nov. 25, 2008.

Eileen Lynch Bishop ’50 of 
Seaford passed away April 16, 2008.

Charles Giangarra ’50 of 
Smithtown died June 14, 2008.

Leonard Israel ’52 of the Bronx 
died April 21, 2008.

James McGuire ’54 of Water-
town passed away January 20. After 
serving with the U.S. Army from 
1954 until 1956, he earned a mas-
ter’s degree at Oswego. James taught 
industrial arts and driver’s educa-
tion at Watertown High School for 
31 years, retiring in 1987. He also 
owned his own photography stu-
dio, McGuire’s Photography, for 
over 30 years. Surviving are his wife, 
Mary Jane; five sons; and 10 grand-
children.

Lawrence Messel ’54 of Bald-
win died Sept. 22, 2007.

Joseph Muhr ’54 of Hunting-
ton Station died Nov. 8, 2007.

Margaret Quirk ’54 of Fulton 
passed away April 2, 2008.

Janice Culhane Standing ’54 of 
Fort Myers, Fla,. died April 14, 2008.

Joan Schnautz Yannes ’54 of 
Weeki Wachee, Fla., died Jan. 20, 
2008.

John Ryan ’56 of Johnsville 
passed away Sept. 13, 2007.

Roger Mortensen ’57  of 
Nogales, Ariz., passed away Feb. 12.  
Surviving are his wife, Ellen Koen-
necke ’55; seven children, 19 grand-
children; and five great-grandchil-
dren.   

Irvin Randall ’57 of Ham-
mondsport died March 20. He 
taught industrial arts and driver ed-
ucation at Hammondsport Central 
School from 1959 until his retire-
ment in 1989. Surviving are his wife, 
Phyllis; two sons; two daughters; 
and twelve grandchildren. 

William Skerrett ’57 of Land 
O Lakes, Fla., passed away Dec. 29, 
2007.

David O’Neil ’58 of Water-
town died Aug. 16, 2008. He taught 
industrial arts at Herman-DeKalb 
Central School from 1955 to 1958 

and at Case Junior High School in 
Watertown until his retirement in 
1992. David is survived by his wife, 
Linda; two daughters; a son; and 
eight grandchildren.

Rino Frulla ’59 of Warrensburg 
died Sept. 26, 2006.

Jonkheer VanTassel ’61 of 
Montgomery passed away Jan. 3.  He 
taught industrial arts in the Wash-
ingtonville Central School District 
for 30 years, retiring in 1991.  Jon 
is survived by his wife, Gail; a son; a 
daughter; seven grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren.  

Howard Link ’62 of Jupiter, 
Fla., died Nov. 29, 2008. He was a 
teacher and principal in the South 
Huntington School District for 34 
years.  Surviving are his wife, Elea-
nor Koch ’62; a son and two grand-
sons.

Elissa Ecker Noble ’62 of Mari-
etta, Pa., passed away Feb. 11. She 
received her master’s degree from 
Hunter College. Elissa and her hus-
band opened Noble House Bed and 
Breakfast in 1992. Surviving are her 
husband, Paul; two sons and six 
grandchildren.

Mallory Spiero Tedesco ’63 of 
Middle Island passed away Nov. 26, 
2007.

Elaine Danner Dallari ’65 of 
Lynbrook died July 23, 2006. She is 
survived by her husband, Richard.

Richard LaCombe ’66 of Mas-
sena died Feb. 21. Prior to enlist-
ing in the Army in 1969, he was a 
teacher in Cape Vincent. He served 
with the Army, achieving the rank 
of captain, until 1972. He retired as 
vice president of claims for Fremont 
Indemnity in 1996. Richard is sur-
vived by his mother, a brother and 
a sister. 

Irene Larock ’66 of Chiefland, 
Fla., passed away March 7, 2007.

Louis Schultz ’66 of Scotia 
passed away Dec. 17, 2007.

Paul Church ’76 of West Palm 
Beach, Fla., died May 6, 2008.

David Roby ’77 of Winter Park, 
Fla., died May 1, 2006.

Marc Elkan ’78 of Roswell, Ga., 
died Aug. 16, 2008. He is survived 
by his wife, Mindy Rosenzwelc ’77.

Timothy Nellenback ’78 of 
Lititz, Pa., passed away Feb. 27. He 
was a food scientist for Bongrain 
USA. Tim earned a masters degree 
from the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. He is survived by his wife, 

JoAnn; two stepsons; a sister; and 
six brothers.

Joseph Loiacono ’79 of Man-
hattan passed away Oct. 21, 2008.

Geoffrey Johnson ’80  of 
Schenectady died April 25, 2006. He 
is survived by his wife, Joyce Berga-
mine ’80.

Alice Langevin ’82 of Thom-
aston, Conn., passed away June 25, 
2008.

Andrew Rothberg ’82 of Bell-
more died Jan. 12, 2008.

Jonathan Michaelis ’83 of 
Westport, Conn., passed away 
April 11, 2007. He is survived by his  
parents, two brothers and a sister.

Lawrence Lakeman ’87 of 
Lockport passed away Aug. 24, 
2007. He is survived by his wife, 
Audra; and two children.

Sharon Newvine M ’88 of Os-
wego died Jan. 15. She was a sub-
stitute teacher in the Fulton and 
Hannibal School Districts. Sharon 
is survived by a son.

Gerard Mastrianni ’89 of Long-
wood, Fla., died Nov. 10, 2008.

Joseph Bilicic ’91 of Henryville, 
Pa., died April 5, 2008.

Elwood Bogart ’94 of Parish 
passed away Jan. 30, 2008.

Donna Schrader ’94 of Brewer-
ton passed away July 19, 2008.

Daryl Crego ’99, M ’00 of  
Indian Trail, N.C., passed away 
March 29. He served with the U.S. 
Navy and Coast Guard and was a 
Veteran of the first Gulf War. Daryl 
was a teacher at Kannapolis Mid-
dle School and Piedmont Middle 
School, where he also coached boys’ 
basketball. Surviving are his parents 
and a daughter.

Claire Gsell ’03 of Rochester 
died March 22. Surviving are her 
parents and a brother.

Christopher Sligar ’03 of Wa-
tertown passed away March 5. He 
was a teacher in the Pulaski School 
District where he also served as as-
sistant football coach and junior 
varsity baseball coach. Christopher 
is survived by his parents, two sis-
ters and three brothers.

Gregory Hanna ’05 of Bald-
winsville passed away Dec. 9, 2006.

Faiz Abu-Jaber, Professor 
Emeritus of Political Science, died 
Feb. 26. He taught at Oswego from 
1960 until 1982. He had lived in 
Amman, Jordan, since his retire-
ment. Faiz earned his bachelor’s, 

master’s and doctoral degrees at 
Syracuse University.

Gary Klatsky, Associate Pro-
fessor of Psychology, passed away 
April 3. He received his bachelor’s 
degree from C.W. Post College, his 
master’s degree from San Francisco 
State University, and his doctor-
ate from SUNY Buffalo. Gary was 
the founding director of Oswego’s 
master’s program in human-com-
puter interaction. He received the 
President’s Award for Excellence in 
Academic Advisement in 1999. Sur-
viving are his wife, Rhonda Mandel, 
dean of Oswego’s College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences; a daughter; and 
a son.

Chang Liu, Associate Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Technology, 
passed away Feb. 3. He is survived 
by his wife, Audrey.

Paul Wilbur, Professor Emeri-
tus of Psychology, died Feb. 8. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree at 
SUNY Albany, and his master’s and 
doctoral degrees at the University 
of Southern California. Paul taught 
at Oswego State from 1967 until he  
retired in 1993. Surviving are his 
wife, Marion; a son; two daughters; 
and six grandchildren.

In Memoriam Policy  
Printing notices of alumni 
deaths is an important  
service of Oswego alumni 
magazine. In order to insure 
the accuracy of our reports, 
we require verification before 
we can publish a death 
notice—an obituary or a  
letter signed by a family 
member. Because the maga-
zine is published only three 
times a year and we are 
working on an issue months 
in advance, there may be 
a delay of several months 
between the time we receive 
notification and the news  
is printed in the magazine. 
Thank you for your patience!



W
hen the class of 2013 arrives on 
campus this month, they will find a 
culture much different from the one 
earlier classes encountered — and it’s 

not just the beautiful new Campus Center, the wireless 
connectivity or the air-conditioning in Johnson Hall. 
We thought you might enjoy a glimpse of the experi-
ences of “Frosh” of an earlier time. 
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sixty years ago Barbara Reime 
Goggins ’52 (second from left) 
and her classmates enjoyed the 
Freshman Dance, accompanied by 
mr. Hand and Dr. maurice o. Boyd. 
But we bet they didn’t enjoy some 
of the “Frosh Rules” imposed by 
upperclassmen. 

FrosH rUlEs
FEBRUARY, 1949

1 All Frosh must wear hats and pins at all 
times except on Sunday. Caps are to be 
squared over the forehead and peaks to 
the front. In the classroom at the discre-
tion of the instructor. Pins are to be worn 
on the left lapel. 

2 All Frosh will tip caps to upperclassmen 
and faculty outside the buildings.

3 All Frosh will at all times use rear entranc-
es to the buildings. They will use rear 
entrance walks and roads.

4 No Frosh will smoke on the campus until 
February 14.

5 Men will have a clean shave and haircut at 
all times.

6 At no time can a Frosh wear the insignia 
of another school.

7 All Frosh will walk up and down the hill 
from Herbies to the college. No walking in 
the road except to cross.

8 All Frosh rules and three stanzas of the 
Alma Mater will be memorized along with 
three of the school cheers. 

9 All Frosh will carry a list of ten ways in 
which they can improve their personality.

10 All Freshmen will attend all Frosh 
Orientation functions.

11 All Frosh will respect upper classmen and 
faculty and will stand aside on stairways 
and on sidewalk. Upon request carry books 
and trays for upperclassmen.

Howard W. Mumford ’46 and his fellow “Frosh” in september 1940 bow to the statue of Founder 
edward Austin sheldon in front of “old main,” supervised by upperclassmen. “By the time this class 
graduated in 1944, most of the men were in the Armed Forces. some of us returned to graduate in 
1946, ’47, ’48 or ’49,” writes Howard. The photo was taken by Raymond Carpenter, manager and 
reporter at the Post-standard, where Howard was an assistant manager. 
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