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You have some great memories  

of Oswego. Come make some more  

at Reunion 2010! 

Oswego is the same great place you remember.  
Relive some of the best times of your life on our  
lakeshore campus. Who knows, you may even get  
to experience another awesome Oswego sunset!

Join the crowd June 10-13 and enjoy the biggest 
alumni party of the year!

Everyone is welcome, with special events planned for:

1935
1940
1945
1950 
1955
1960 – 50th Reunion
1965
1970
1974, ’75, ’76 – 35th Reunion
1985 – 25th Reunion
1994, ’95, ’96 – 15th Reunion
2000 – 10th Reunion

Alpha Delta Eta – 85th Anniversary
Alpha Sigma Chi
Arethusa

Beta Tau Epsilon
Blackfriars
Delta Chi Omega/TKE
Delta Kappa Kappa
Men’s Football
Mu Beta Psi
Phi Lambda Phi
Pi Delta Chi
Psi Phi Gamma
Omega Delta Phi
Omicron Xi
Oneida Hall
Scales Hall
Sigma Gamma
Sigma Tau Chi
Theta Chi Rho

For the most up-to-date information on Reunion 2010  
and to register, visit oswego.edu/reunion 

Watch for registration materials in the mail!  
Advance reservations required.

Reunion Hotline: 315-312-5559
E-mail: reunion@oswego.eduJUNE 10-13
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O n  T h e  C O v e r :  Dr. Lois Frankel ’73 has devoted her 
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Here she visits SUNY Oswego’s Metro Center in Syracuse.  
Photo by Robert Mescavage Photography.
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C hances are, when you 
attended Oswego, a pro-

fessor stood in front of the class 
lecturing or sharing informa-
tion via overheads, slideshow  
or PowerPoint. You listened, 
discussed, took notes, asked 
questions. In its most basic 
form, that’s the way learning has 
taken place since Socrates.

The higher education 
system as we know it today 
dates back to the 11th century, 
and we still operate on a 19th 

century agrarian calendar.
But now, technology is so powerful, it is 

changing the way we deliver education, the 
way we search for and analyze information, 
the way we conduct our research. Imagine a 
virtual lab with collaborators from around 
the globe working in real time. Imagine the  
new technology called lecture capture that 
records classroom lectures for smart phone 
delivery so that students can replay them 
whenever and wherever they want.

Over the next year SUNY Oswego 
will engage the campus in conversations 
about how we can use technology to power  
the ways we teach and students learn. We 

will explore and perhaps pilot promising 
innovative technologies to enhance student 
learning.

It used to be that in higher education we 
focused on the information: what we teach. 
Now we must consider new technologies and 
methods to facilitate learning: how we teach.

Classrooms may have no walls. Instead 
of dispensing information, the instructor 
may be a coach or mentor, guiding students 
through collecting and understanding  
information, driven by students’ individual 
interests and pace of learning. 

The challenges of meeting the expecta-
tions of incoming students, coupled with this 
technological transformation, has pushed us 
to an inflection point.

Just as Edward Austin Sheldon redefined 
education in the 19th century, Oswego is 
looking to design new 21st-century educa-
tional models. We are positioning ourselves 
to be out in front of the pack, to see questions 
and define solutions to provide a better way 
of delivering education moving forward.  

Deborah F. Stanley, President

frOm The

President
Deborah F. 
Stanley

President’s Desks

A lthough it will be spring when you read 
this, as I sit here writing this column, 

there is a foot of lake-effect snow on the 
ground, the temperature is 3 degrees above 
zero and the wind off Lake Ontario is howling 
at about 15 MPH, making for a really fierce 
wind chill. Tonight our students are at the 
Campus Center, cheering on the Lakers ice 
hockey team. 

The beauty part is, whatever era you 
graduated in, you can probably relate to 
something I just described. That’s what 
makes Oswego so special. It’s what makes 
my job so cool, too. This week I got to 
share memories with folks like Ruth Alton 
Barker ’52, who recalled stories about snow-
storms so bad, food was airlifted in. Or Bill 
Seymour ’79, who remembered playing a 
puck-shooting contest during the last hockey 
game of the season. The prize? A six-pack of 
local brew.

And now we’re creating similar memo-
ries for a whole new generation of Oswego-
nians, who spent this evening cheering their 
Lakers at the new Campus Center. (And 
playing the same puck-shooting contest 
with the prize an Oswego Sub Shop sand-
wich.) They might sport different fashions 
and listen to their tunes on an iPod instead 
of a transistor radio, but one thing remains 
the same: Oswego creates lifetime memories. 

Relive your memories this summer at 
Reunion 2010. See the details on the inside 
front cover of this magazine. Come remember 
with us June 10-13. We’d like to guarantee 
there won’t be lake-effect snow. But, well, 
you know . . . 

Michele A. Reed, Oswego editor

the Editor’s PenF R O m 

Oswego alumni magazine is printed on 30 percent 
post-consumer recycled paper with inks that contain 
soy oil in a facility that is 100 percent hydropowered.



Imagine a World of 

Wetlands 
ecology

Astrophysics

Human-
computer 
interaction

Climatology 
studies

Clockwise from top—
From left: Kathy Barbaro Francolini ’55, Beverly Moulton 
Brandon ’55, Michelle Nothacker McKinney ’55 and 
XXXXXXX XXXXXX XXXXX ‘XX gather around the Edward 
Austin Sheldon statue in front of Sheldon Hall circa 1955.

From left: Joan Knudsen Finch ’55, Elly Nachbaur Zarbo 
’55, Michelle Nothacker McKinney ’55 and Marlene Gilbert 
Miner ’55 gather around the Sheldon statue at their 35th class 
reunion in 1990.

From left: John and Joan Knudsen Finch ’55, Neil ’55 and 
Marlyn MacDonald, Elly Nachbaur Zarbo ’55 and Tom Zarbo 
enjoy the 20th reunion of the 1955 class in 1975.

Pharmaceutical 
research 

Condensed 
matter 
physics 

Maternal/
infant
health

Genetic 
diversity

O
swego’s Possibility Scholars will have the opportunity to work across 
borders to solve real-world problems. In the Global Laboratory, students 
will apply their classroom knowledge to research projects alongside 
renowned scientists on all seven continents. Whether they work to prevent 

and treat diabetes in Africa’s Congo, build a robotic telescope in South America’s Brazil, 
or study glaciers in Antarctica, Oswego students will make a difference on the world 
stage. The skills they learn and the bonds they forge with international scientists will 
change their lives — and the future of our planet.

You can be part of this exciting initiative and make an important investment in our  
common future. We invite you to support the Possibility Scholarship program and  
its Global Laboratory. You can help educate the scientifically skilled, independent  
thinkers so critical to our globalized society. For more information or to make a  
donation, please call the Office of University Development at 315-312-3003, go to  
oswego.edu/possibility or e-mail develop@oswego.edu today.

Office Of University DevelOpment • 219 shelDOn hall, OswegO, ny 13126 • 315-312-3003 • www.OswegO.eDU/giving • DevelOp@OswegO.eDU



It’s hard to think about the chemistry 
department without thinking of 

Richard Shineman, who served 
as first chair of the depart-
ment and guided its 
early development. 
Yet his illustrious 
career in that scien-
tific field had a bit of an in-
auspicious start. As a child, 
Shineman wanted a chem-
istry set, just like his older 
brother’s. When he finally got one, the 
6-year-old accidentally gassed himself with 
chlorine. “I was down to the doctor’s very fast,” 
he recalls with a chuckle, “to stop myself from 
coughing.” Luckily for Oswego, Shineman’s love 
for the discipline was not daunted by the inci-
dent, nor by a burn in college from anhydrous 
nitric acid, that marked his hand with a scar still 
visible today.  

Shineman’s passion for chemistry and 
teaching began at Deerfield Academy, where 
the headmaster’s wife taught chemistry. He 
would later share with Oswego students her 
catchy mnemonic jingles. Shineman followed 
his older brother to Cornell for a bachelor’s 
degree, after which he served in the U.S. Army. 
He earned his master’s at Syracuse University 
and doctorate at Ohio State, where he played 
clarinet in the orchestra. 

Oswego President Foster Brown hired 
Shineman in 1962 to be the first chair of 
chemistry. Before that, all the sciences were 
lumped together in one department. While 

the discipline was housed in Piez Hall, one of 
Shineman’s first duties was to collaborate 

with the chairs of the physics and math 
departments as well as colleagues at 

SUNY Central to design the 
building that would become 
Snygg Hall. 

Modest about his own 
accomplishments, Shineman 
takes his pride in the colleagues 
and students who populated 
the department he led. He calls 

recruiting Professor Emeritus Gus Silveira, 
“probably one of the best things I have done for 
the college.” Together they worked on earning 
American Chemical Society accreditation for 
the department.

Shineman likewise takes satisfaction in 
chemistry majors who have gone on to fine 
careers in the sciences, like Corliss Varnum ’79, 
who became a medical doctor in Oswego. 

The department head loved to play pool 
at the Student Union, as an informal way to 
interact with students.

Shineman enjoys stamp collecting. 
Combining his vocation and avocation, he once 
made an award-winning stamp exhibit of the 
109 chemical elements known at the time.

During the turbulent late ’60s and early 
’70s, Shineman developed a course, “Chemistry 
and Public Concern,” which is still going strong 
today. “We tried to answer the student unrest 
which at that time was permeating college 
campuses,” Shineman recalls. 

Shineman’s legacy is the Freshman 
Chemistry Scholarship, with four awarded to 
incoming Oswego students each year. Philan-
thropy is important to Shineman, who has 
served on the Oswego College Foundation 
Board of Directors, a post now filled by his 
wife, Barbara Palmer Shineman ’65. He also 
serves on the Rotary Foundation Committee. 
An active member of Rotary International, both 
in Oswego and the Shinemans’ winter home in 
Naples, Fla., he was named a Paul Harris Fellow 
for his generosity. 

Another important part of Shineman’s 
life is his faith. An elder in the Presbyterian 
Church, he admits, with a twinkle in his eye, a 
side benefit of his devotion to the church: That 
is where he met Barbara while the two served 
on a music committee together. 

A part of the college’s history through the 
founding of the chemistry department, and a 
part of its future through the Freshman Chem-
istry Scholarship, Richard Shineman’s name is 
synonymous with the sciences at Oswego. l

— Michele Reed

D r .  r i c h a r D  S h i n e m a n

Dr. Richard Shineman
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Growing a new generation of energized leaders. 
For more, visit oswego.edu/core. Please recycle this magazine.
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If Oswego is addressed to a son or daughter who 
has graduated and no longer maintains a permanent 
address at your home, please clip the address label and 
return it with the correct address to the Oswego Alumni 
Associa tion, SUnY Oswego, Oswego, n.Y. 13126, or  
e-mail the updated address to alumni@oswego.edu
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W hether they are trying to find a cure 
for diabetes in the African Congo, 

protect a fragile wetlands ecosystem in the 
Brazilian Pantanal or understand global 
warming by studying glaciers on the Larsen 
Icefield in Antarctica, Oswego students who 
are part of the Possibility Scholarship pro-
gram will be able to participate in cutting-
edge scientific research projects on any of 
the world’s seven continents. 

“Essentially science is a global enterprise,” 
said Shashi Kanbur, associate professor of 
physics. He is faculty coordinator for the 
Possibility Scholarship, which expects the  
first enrollees this fall. “It is very rare these 
days that you would work on your own.”

The Possibility Scholarship is designed 
to provide a transformational educational 
experience in the science, technology,  
engineering and math, or STEM, fields 
beyond the classroom by including strong 
faculty mentoring and hands-on research 
both home and abroad. “These techno-
logical fields are at the heart of transforming 
our society and indeed our planet,” said 
Mark Baum ’81, who with Suzanne 
Castrigno Sack ’84 co-chairs the fund-
raising effort for the scholarship in their role 
on the Oswego College Foundation Board 
of Directors.

The Global Laboratory will give students 
a research experience with a SUNY Oswego 
faculty member and a scientist in another 
country. Students will spend the summer 
between their sophomore and junior years 
abroad, working side by side with faculty 
and student researchers on problems of 
global importance like climate change and 

sustainability, research in infectious diseases, 
alternative energy resources and sustain-
able food and clean water supplies. The 
reputation of the institution and the rigor 
of the research project were also taken into 
consideration.

“It breaks down cultural barriers,” 
Baum said. “It gives students such a broad 

view, not just of the research, but also 
how issues are interconnected around  
the world.”

“In order for science to advance and 
solutions to global problems to be discov-
ered, intercultural perspectives must be 
shared about common problems,” said 

Lorrie Clemo, chief of staff to Oswego Presi-
dent Deborah F. Stanley. 

Another very exciting aspect of the 
Global Laboratory is the opportunity it 
gives science majors to have a study-abroad 
research experience. “Most study-abroad 
experiences are cultural. It is an uncommon 
practice for students in the sciences to study 
abroad and to engage in discipline-based 
research,” said Clemo. Often their curric-
ulum is so demanding they cannot take the 
time away from classes and labs to travel. 
But with the Global Laboratory their educa-
tion is two-fold: the learning that takes 
place in the lab in the host country and the 
cultural experience of living and working on 
another continent.

Baum is enthusiastic about the  
direction the new program is taking.  
“I believe that the Possibility Scholarship 
is a program that distinguishes and differ-
entiates SUNY Oswego,” he said. “It’s bold 
and visionary . . . It will place Oswego in  
the forefront of 21st-century public colleges 
and universities.”  l

— Michele Reed
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Possibility scholars to get global perspective

The Possibility Scholarship is a program 
that distinguishes and differentiates  
SUNY Oswego. It will place Oswego  
in the forefront of 21st-century public  
colleges and universities. 

— Mark Baum ’81

SUNY oswego students will help to develop science exhibits, like this telescope, for junior and 
senior high schools in maceio, Brazil.
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Just a few months after naming sunY oswego a “top up-
and-Coming school,” U.S. News & World Report included oswego—
and four other sunY campuses—on a list of just 30 well-regarded 
colleges nationally that offer small classes without high prices. 

“attending a big, affordable public university doesn’t doom a 
student to huge lecture halls. U.S. News has found dozens of lower-
priced colleges in which at least half of all classes have fewer than 
20 students,” the magazine’s Kim Clark wrote nov. 24.

under President Deborah f. stanley, oswego launched a small-
class initiative several years ago that has steadily increased the 
number of classes with fewer than 20 students, especially for first-
year students.

“we know that our juniors and seniors often have small classes 
by virtue of their more advanced and specialized studies,” stanley 
said. “But we also know how important it is to engage our newest 
students in rigorous intellectual exchanges with their professors and 
classmates. we believe this happens best in the small-class envi-
ronment, and we’ve strategized to provide more of these intimate 
learning opportunities.”

new York placed well on the list with five campuses in all and 
the College of environmental science and forestry on top.  l

— Julie harrison Blissert

College makes another U.S. News short list

Daniel Tryon ’89 instructs his technology education students. oswego 
was recently recognized by U.s. News & world Report for its small 
class sizes and reasonable tuition.
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Artswego recognized
Dance troupe flamenco Vivo Carlota santana performed nov. 5 in tyler hall’s waterman 
theatre before an enthusiastic audience of students, faculty, staff and members of the  
community. the dancers and musicians offered workshops, master classes and perform-
ances during their residency nov. 4 and 5 as part of sunY oswego’s artswego  
Performing arts series.

artswego was one of only five presenters to receive Chamber music association/
asCaP awards for adventurous Programming in January. the awards recognize those 
demonstrating extraordinary commitment to 20th- and 21st-century music, such as 
artswego’s Ke-nekt Chamber music series. 

artswego won in the category of small presenters of mixed genres.  l

Find the Founder!
In the wInteR 2010 Issue, the founder 
could be found in the scott steiger ’99 
photo on page 15 on top of a parked car 
in the background. the grand prize winner 
of a bookstore gift certificate and sheldon 
hall print is Geri Jansen ’84. winning 
sheldon hall prints are charlie Dwyer ’56, 
Ray maraviglia ’61, Lori melnick-
sheward ’77, Rebecca Tillson ’06 and 
Dawn Greenier.

a tiny replica of the sheldon statue 
pictured here is hidden somewhere in this 
issue. find the founder and send us a letter 
with the location and page number, your 
name, class year and address. we will draw 
one entry at random from all the correct 
answers and the winner will receive a $25 
gift certificate to the College Book store  

and a print of sheldon hall. the 
next five entries drawn will 
receive sheldon hall prints. send 

your entry to find the 
founder, 219 sheldon 
hall, sunY oswego, 
oswego, nY 13126. 
entries must be  
postmarked by  
June 1. l
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SUNY Oswego’s climate action plan 
projects achieving a carbon-neutral  

campus before 2050. 
“Being carbon neutral is really achiev-

able for us,” said Jerry DeSantis, sustain-
ability coordinator until his retirement this 
month. “In the next decade we can achieve 
somewhere around a 40 percent reduction 
(in carbon emissions) by implementing 
some very traditional technologies and just 
being smart about it.”

Oswego’s plan, part of the American 
College and University Presidents Climate 

Commitment signed by President Deborah 
F. Stanley in 2007, calls for reducing 
carbon emissions through conservation 
and improved energy and transportation 
management as well as adoption of renew-
able energy technologies. 

SUNY Oswego has committed to build 
all new structures to at least the U.S. Green 
Building Council silver standard for Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental Design. 
It has committed to the gold standard for 
both the new science facility and the Village 
residential complex.

These structures will incorporate some 
renewable energy technologies. Most prom-
ising for the science building are geothermal 
technologies, DeSantis said. 

The long-term goal is to use Lake Ontario 
for geothermal energy. “Lake Ontario 
doesn’t freeze and heat energy is available,” 
said John Moore of the college’s Office of 
Facilities, Design and Construction. “This is 
a resource that’s not going away.” Moore is 
also exploring wind power as an alternative 
energy source.

Oswego’s climate action plan addresses 
the need for community coordination and 
leadership by including plans for incor-
porating sustainability in the curriculum, 
as the college trains future leaders, and 
through community outreach efforts. 

Programs include the second annual 
summer Energy Institute for schoolteachers, 
various town halls and forums, and the Citi-
zens Academy on sustainability on campus 
and at Oswego State Downtown.

“It’s not a future where everybody has 
to sacrifice. It’s a future where things can 
be better,” DeSantis said. He predicted that 
rather than being burdensome, investments 
in green technologies over the next decade 
would accrue dollar savings of 10 to 15 
percent beyond covering their costs. 

“We thought being carbon neutral 
would be like going to the moon. But it’s 
not,” he said. “The technology exists for us 
to make tremendous reductions and achieve 
savings.” l

— Julie Harrison Blissert

Wilson Longdaue ’10 rides a Campus Cruiser by the Campus Center. The grassroots program 
encourages students to share the yellow bikes as a sustainable form of transportation. Larger 
SUNY oswego initiatives aim to make the entire campus completely sustainable — carbon 
neutral — by 2050.

oswego maps out sustainable future in action plan
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Princeton Review again ranks school of Business
the Princeton Review 
named sunY oswego’s 
school of Business one 
of the Best 301 Business 
Schools in the 2010 edi-
tion of its graduate school 
guidebook released in 
october.

the Princeton Review 
is known for its college 

rankings based on surveys of students 
attending the schools. Its profile of 

oswego is substantially the same as in 
its first edition five years ago, which 
included just 143 business schools.

“we’re pleased that our track 
record of success for our students has 
led Princeton Review to name oswego 
once again among the best,” said Richard 
skolnik, dean of the school of Business.

In the state university of new York 
system, only three centers — albany, 
Binghamton and Buffalo — are on the 
best list with oswego. In greater Central 

new York, the business or management 
schools at Clarkson, Cornell and syracuse 
universities and Ithaca College are 
included along with oswego.

among the criteria for inclusion in 
the Princeton Review’s Best 301 Business 
Schools are association to advance 
Collegiate schools of Business interna-
tional accreditation and graduate degree 
programs in business.  l

— Julie harrison Blissert
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Police chief, alumna  
earns professional award

cynthia R. adam m ’09, chief of 
university Police at sunY oswego, 
was one of 27 women to receive 
annual “Breaking the Glass Ceiling” 
awards sept. 24 from the national 
Center for women and Policing.

named chief in 2007, adam 
joined sunY oswego’s police force  
in 1983. she recently earned her  
master’s degree in counseling and 
psychological services from sunY 
oswego and holds a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice from 
marshall university. adam gradu-

ated from the Division of Criminal Justice services Law 
enforcement executive Institute in 2006.

for much of her career, adam has served on a variety 
of state, regional, community and campus committees work-
ing in the areas of alcohol and other drug interventions and 
domestic violence and sexual assault prevention and investi-
gation. she also has studied mediation models and multicul-
tural diversity as those topics relate to college environments.

the national Center for women and Policing is a 
nationally recognized organization bringing together women 
from all ranks of law enforcement.  l

— tim nekritz m ’05

cynthia R. adam 
m ’09

play it again
two sunY osweGo PRofessoRs staged an encore performance 
of their original comedy with music, “an evening with alan and 
Lawrence,” in november at oswego. 

mark cole ’73 (left), professor and chair of theatre at oswego, 
wrote the script and plays Lawrence, an eccentric unearther of 
little-known musical anecdotes. Robert auler of the music faculty 
portrays alan, a virtuoso pianist. the performance made its world 
premiere at sunY oswego in 2008 and also had a run at studio 24 
in syracuse.  l
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cORREcTIONs – Winter 2010 issue
Jeff Gibbs ’80, featured on page 16, is vice president-
internal audit for Biogen Idec.

In “engineering Board named” on page 23, Robert 
macmurray ’02 should have been associated with 
C & s Companies, and the list should have included  
George Wurtz ’78, chief executive officer of winCup Inc.

the name of marci styer ’03 was misspelled on page 45.

In “PBs Doc takes alumni on Rare arctic adventure” on 
page 45, the title of the new York air national Guard unit 
was incorrect. the official name of the unit is the 109th 
airlift wing.

Author, attorney and activist Karen DeCrow was honored by 
President Deborah F. Stanley at December Commencement 

with a Presidential Medal in recognition of her four decades at the 
forefront of women’s issues. DeCrow, who was inducted into the  
National Women’s Hall of Fame last October, joined the then- 
fledgling National Organization for Women in 1967 and guided  
the organization as president from 1974 to 1977. Her successful  
legal and lobbying efforts in that post gained access for women to  
institutions ranging from NASA to the national television news  
networks to Ivy League universities. 

“The movement for gender equality [which took] 40 years 
sounds like a long time to a 21-year-old person,” said DeCrow 
in accepting the Presidential Medal. “But, it is a flicker of time in 
human history and has managed to end most legal sexism.

“The next phase of feminism . . . is fathers,” she added. “Fathers 
as fully participating parents.”

DeCrow received an honorary degree at SUNY Oswego in 1994.  l
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activist honored

Women’s rights leader Karen DeCrow received a presidential medal at 
December Commencement.
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R esidents of Hart Global Living and 
Learning Center and other members 

of the campus community collected cloth-
ing for displaced Iraqis and school supplies 
for Benin under the Oswego Has Heart  
program last year.

The project started after Haider Hamza, 
a former Iraqi journalist and Fulbright 
Scholar, visited campus to present the 
keynote for the 2008 Hart Hall Global 
Awareness Conference. His talk revealed 
a need to help Iraqi refugees in Syria, said 
Becky Burch of the psychology department, 
a Hart Hall faculty member-in-residence.

“College students don’t necessarily 
have money, but many of them have stuff, 
so we looked for something students could 
donate,” Burch said.

Hart Hall launched a clothing drive that 
has collected more than 90 large bags of 
clothing routed through Hamza to refugee 
camps. A large surge came at the end of 
spring 2009 when students, especially those 
from overseas, decided to donate clothing 
instead of packing it for home. 

“The generosity of our students, faculty 
and staff for this drive has been amazing,” 
Burch said.

Supporting Benin
Oswego Has Heart found a second 

project when students who visited Benin 
through a study-abroad course supporting 
the college’s partnership revamping the 
African nation’s educational program talked 
of another need.

In Benin, “you realize how much 
infrastructure there isn’t,” said Keith Davis 
of the Office of International Education 
and Programs and another Hart faculty 
member-in-residence. “What we consider 
necessities, they often have to do without. 
We saw kids on the street begging for food. 
We saw 60 students crowded into one class. 
They have school uniforms because other-
wise some children are so poor they would 
come to school naked.”

For children in Benin, Davis said, even 
one stick of chalk feels like a reward and is key 
to their education. He saw students working 
their cherished chalk down to the smallest 
nub. “Here you can find a box with 100 pieces 
of chalk in a dollar store,” and easily buy a 
small stockpile for Benin, while it’s almost 
impossible to find there, Burch said.

Students going over to Benin for this 
year’s study-abroad course will bring the 
ever-growing pile of supplies with them, 
she added.

“Hart Hall is about raising awareness, 
and we’re really making a difference,” said 
Greg Parsons of the history department, 
Hart Hall’s faculty director. “The confer-
ence is really what brought this together and 
let everyone know about the need.”  l

— Tim Nekritz M ’05

oswego’s hart shows heart to 
global areas of need

oswego students, faculty and staff have contributed some 90 large bags of clothes for iraqi 
refugees in Syria as well as school supplies for children in Benin through the oswego has  
heart program. Shown going through some of the donated clothes are hart hall residents, 
from left: Becky Burch of the psychology department; Student association president chrissy 
Ballesteros ’10; greg parsons of the history department, the faculty resident director; Nina 
monte, director of hart hall; Rachel Jewell ’09, a graduate resident mentor; and Keith Davis 
of international education and programs.

“The generosity of our 
students, faculty and 
staff for this drive has 
been amazing.”

Becky Burch, Hart Hall faculty  
member-in-residence
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Kidd’s stuff 
selected for ORI

authoR ChIP KIDD 
uses his personal 
experience as a well-
known book cover 
designer to fill the 
pages of The Learners, 
the 2010-11 oswego 
Reading Initiative 
selection.

the novel parallels 
The Cheese Monkeys, 
Kidd’s writing debut 

that follows a graphic design col-
lege student in the 1950s. The 
Learners continues the exploration 
of the relationship between form 
and content.

the oswego Reading Initiative 
offers a title that coincides with 
special programming on campus 
each academic year. Past titles 
include Persepolis and Field Notes 
from a Catastrophe.  l
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the osweGo aLumnI assoCIatIon 
BoaRD of DIReCtoRs welcomed five 
members in october. each will serve a 
three-year term with the exception of  
the student representative, who serves  
for one year.

Keith chamberlain ’87 of spring City, Pa., 
is executive vice president of education and 
chief marketing officer for healthworks. In 
the past, he has served as a regional club 
coordinator and Reunion volunteer for the 
oswego alumni association. Chamberlain 

also spearheaded creation of a scholarship  
in honor of the late Professor emeritus  
I. David Glick.

Judy Letvak ’83 of new York City works 
in the nonprofit sector. she is an active 
volunteer with the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
society, metastatic Breast Cancer network 
and susan G. Komen for the Cure.

chris Thuman ’06 of Clifton Park is a 
meteorologist with aws truewind in  
albany. he is also a member of oswego’s 
Graduates of the Last Decade Leadership 
Council.

amy Lalonde ’12 is the board’s student 
representative. she is an applied math-
ematics major minoring in business and 
serves as president of the future alumni 
network.

Karyn Rose ’96 of Brooklyn is an associate 
vice president and risk control analyst for  
Citigroup in new York City. In the past, she  
has participated in nYC Career Connections, 
the alumni sharing Knowledge mentorship 
program and the Return to oz Reunion.  l

two sunY osweGo PRoGRams weRe honoReD  
Last faLL.

sunY oswego’s student blogs earned recognition in the 
Council for advancement and support of education 2009 
District II accolades awards competition. the district 
includes 700 institutions among seven states, two u.s.  
territories and Canada.

sunY oswego’s student blog project, launched in 2008, 
features a variety of students discussing their day-to-day 
activities, academics, aspirations and advice for prospective 
students. 

student blogs appear at oswego.edu/bloggers.
sunY oswego’s office of alumni and Parent Relations 

also earned recognition with a Bronze award for alumni 
Relations Programming in the accolades awards. the 
winning entry was new York City Career Connections, a 
program that connects juniors and seniors to alumni in 
various career fields. 

new York City Career Connections is coordinated  
by associate alumni Director michelle Tackett-
spinner ’98.  l

— tim nekritz m ’05 
and shane m. Liebler

student blogs, alumni program earn Accolades Awards 
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on board

among those who made up oswego’s inaugural student blog collective are, 
from left, sherrifa Bailey ’10, Julie-Jo stanton ’09, cameron Jones ’09, 
christopher cook ’12 and Kris Vicencio ’09.

The oswego alumni association Board of Directors welcomed five members in october.  
pictured above, from left, are Keith chamberlain ’87, Judy Letvak ’83, chris Thuman ’06, 
amy Lalonde ’12 and Karyn Rose ’96.
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meagan Big snake ’11, left, and aronhiaies herne light the torch for the first runner of Day 50, 
richard graves.

Oswegonians helped usher in the 2010 
Winter Olympics with individual 

torch relay runs. Vancouver resident John 
Egan ’86 called his turn with the torch a 
dream come true, Brian Wiser ’84 wrote 
that he was honored to run in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, Ontario, and Meagan Big 
Snake ’11 represented herself, her Laker 
women’s hockey team and her culture as 
one of six Aboriginal Canadian youth flame 
attendants that accompanied runners from 
Toronto to Vancouver.

Mark Levy ’86 worked behind the 
scenes at NBC Sports this February, coor-
dinating Olympic coverage for the seventh 
time. “The Olympics is the last opportunity 
where families gather together to watch TV 
over a two-week period,” said Levy, vice 
president and creative director for NBC 
Sports and Olympics. The 15-time Emmy 
Award winner oversees the on-air broad-
cast look for both divisions.  l
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Cool running

Brian Wiser ’84 stands with his daughter, 
Blair.

April 22 New York City reception and book 
signing with Ken Auletta ’63, 
author of Googled: The End of 
the World as We Know It*

May 14 Commencement Eve Dinner 
and Torchlight Ceremony*

May 15 Commencement

June 10-13 Reunion 2010*

June 12 Annual Business Meeting, 
Oswego Alumni Association, Inc.*

July 22-25 The city of Oswego’s fantastic 
Harborfest! On-campus housing  
available to alumni, friends and family.*

August 2 Emeriti Luncheon**

August 27 Welcoming Torchlight 
Ceremony*

October TBA Dr. Lewis B. O’Donnell Media 
Summit**

October TBA Board of Directors Meeting, 
Oswego Alumni Association, Inc.*

October TBA Athletic Hall of Fame 
Induction*

* Office of Alumni and Parent Relations,  
 315-312-2258
** Office of University Development,  
 315-312-5558

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW:  
June 10-12, 2011 Sesquicentennial 
Reunion Celebration

Events

John Egan ’86 sports the torch.
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Volleyball

A young Oswego State volleyball team of 
seven freshmen and four sophomores 

finished the 2009 campaign with an over-
all mark of 7-24 and a conference record  
of 0-8 under fifth-year head coach Pat 
Hanlon ’03. One of the highlights of the 
season came at the Oswego State Invitational 
when the Lakers captured third place after 
defeating D’Youville for a weekend record 
of 3-1.

Alyssa Brock ’10 wrapped up her four-
year career by finishing third on the squad 
with 146 kills and 31 blocks. Jess Isgro ’11 
and Katie van Kessel ’12 paced Oswego 
State in kills and service aces. 

Isgro was the top offensive player for 
the second consecutive season.  

Van Kessel, who moved from setter to 
outside hitter this season, finished second in 
kills at 177, averaging 2.01 per game, while 
also coming in second with 30 service aces. 
Liz Crouch ’11 stepped in as the primary 
setter. 

Three newcomers, Shauna Westrack ’13, 
Kelsey Ihle ’13 and Chelsea Crump ’13, 
made significant contributions throughout 
the season. 

Field Hockey

The 2009 Oswego State field hockey team 
turned in one of its finest seasons in re-

cent years with an overall mark of 7-9 and 
a conference record of 2-4 in a competitive 
season where seven games were decided by 
one goal. The seven wins under second-year 
head coach Brandi Ostrander were the most 
in a single season since 2002, when the team 
registered six.

Offensively, Oswego State was paced 
by Katie Mazuchowski ’12 and Brittany 
Roetzer ’11. Mazuchowski led the Lakers 
with 15 points on four goals and seven 
assists, while Roetzer was the top goal 
scorer with six, as well as recording two 
assists for 14 points. Roetzer garnered All-
SUNY Athletic Conference First Team acco-
lades along with Michelle Racioppo ’10, a 
three-year captain, who was named to the 
all-conference second team. Another key  
factor was the play of goalkeeper Jamie 
Scharfe ’11, who posted a 2.12 goals-against 
average and registered three shutouts.

Golf

Head coach Mike Howard ’90 and the 
Oswego State men’s golf team turned 

in three top-five finishes during the fall  
portion of the 2009-10 schedule. Among 
those results, the Lakers took fourth place  
at their own Oswego State Fall Invitation-
al, followed the next weekend by another  
fourth-place finish at the Elmira College 
Invitational. At the Eastern College Athletic  
Conference Upstate/Metro Champion-
ships hosted at the Ravenwood Golf Club in  
Victor, Oswego State claimed eighth place.

The Lakers received contributions 
throughout the season from several indi-
viduals, including Jeff Boeckl ’11, Pat 
Davidow ’11 and Nick Sterling ’13. Boeckl 
carded the top individual finishes of the fall 
after placing sixth at the Elmira Fall Invita-
tional with a score of 78 and tying for eighth 
place at the Oswego State Fall Invitational 
after firing an 80, which was matched by 
Davidow. Sterling began the season strong, 
as he was Oswego State’s top finisher in 
the first two meets hosted by Potsdam  
and Skidmore. At those tournaments, he 
averaged 77.7 strokes per round.

men’s soccer

The Oswego State men’s soccer team 
rebounded from a 0-6 start to the 2009 

campaign by going 6-4-1 in the second half 
to finish with an overall record of 6-10-1 and 
earn a bid in the SUNYAC Tournament for 
the fourth time in five years. Head coach Bob 
Friske’s squad saw its season come to an end 
in the first round of the SUNYAC playoffs 
with a 3-2 overtime loss at Geneseo.

Felipe Cavalcanti ’10 was the team’s top 
scorer for the second straight season with 
six goals for 12 points. Cavalcanti played a 
pivotal role during the Lakers’ midseason 
winning streak, as he tallied five goals, 
including all three game-winning overtime 
goals. He went on to be named to the All-
SUNYAC Second Team. Joining Cavalcanti 

SpORTS SpORTS 

michelle Racioppo ’10 was named to the 
all-SUNYaC Second Team for field hockey.

Nick sterling ’13 was top finisher for 
oswego in the first two meets of the golf 
season.
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on the all-conference team were Chris 
Carra ’10 and Bryan Pacchiana ’12. Carra 
started in all 17 games at midfield where 
he recorded four points on one goal and 
one assist, while Pacchiana was a constant 
for the Oswego State defensive unit that 
allowed 30 goals this season. Goalkeeper 
Matt Wopperer ’11 started 15 games in goal 
en route to a 1.68 goals-against average.

Women’s soccer

The Laker women’s soccer team contin-
ued to improve under third-year head 

coach Brian McGrane as it posted an over-
all record of 7-9-1, but fell just short of the 
conference playoffs. Oswego State won the 
first three games by a combined score of 18-1 
before facing a mix of tough non-conference 
and conference opponents, in which five  
of its nine losses were decided by one goal. 

Michelle Bateman ’13 burst onto 
the collegiate scene, tallying 11 goals and 
three assists in her first seven games before 
finishing the year with one of the best 
single-season offensive performances in 
school history. Bateman scored 16 goals, 
which tied for the fifth-best mark all-time, 
and recorded 37 points, which ranked as 
the sixth-best single-season mark. She later 
earned All-SUNYAC Third Team recogni-
tion. Goalkeeper Christina Fregosi ’13 went 
5-5-1 with a 1.43 goals-against average and 
compiled four shutouts.

Women’s Tennis

The Oswego State women’s tennis team 
battled through inclement weather and 

injuries for the majority of its fall schedule 
before winning consecutive matches over 
Brockport (6-3) and Elmira (5-4) for an 
overall record of 2-8. The Lakers and interim 
head coach Erin Skaradek improved upon a 
sixth-place 2008 SUNYAC finish by claiming 
fifth place in 2009.

Tiarra Garrow ’10 was the top singles 
player for Oswego State at the No. 1 posi-
tion with a record of 8-5 en route to earning 
All-SUNYAC Second Team accolades. At 
the SUNYAC Championship tournament 
in October, Garrow claimed second place in 
No. 1 singles before being named the Peter 
J. Cahill Award winner, awarded annually to 
the conference’s most valuable player.  

cross country

Second-year interim head coach Andrew 
Hunsinger and assistant coach Phillip 

Goodwin guided the women’s and men’s 
cross country squads. The Oswego State 
men’s team started the year with three top-
three results at the Oneonta Invitational, the 
Oswego State Invitational and Houghton 
College Invitational. The squad went on to 
finish seventh at the SUNYAC Champion-
ships and 18th at the NCAA Division III  
Atlantic Regional meet.  

Mike Bott ’11 set a new school record 
in the 6,000 meters with a time of 20:28 
at the Oswego State Invitational. Samson 
Dikeman ’11 also found himself among 
the top five times in program history in 
the 6,000 meters when he clocked a time of 
20:48 at the Oswego State Invitational.  

On the women’s side, Rachel Sanborn ’13 
was consistently the top performer for the 
Lakers. Sanborn placed 21st at the SUNYAC 
Championships with a time of 24:49. Her 
finish was the highest conference finish by 
an Oswego State female since 2004. Sanborn 
also posted the fourth-fastest 6,000-meter 
time in school history, with 23:59 at the 
NCAA Regional meet.  l

— Adele Burk,  
Sports Information Director

Felipe cavalcanti ’10 was the soccer team’s 
top scorer for the second year in a row.
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michelle Bateman ’13 scored 16 goals for 
the women’s soccer team — the fifth best  
all-time mark for oswego.
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Tiarra Garrow ’10 earned the peter J. 
Cahill award given to the SUNY athletic 
Conference’s most valuable tennis player.
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Between his junior and senior years 
at SUNY Oswego, Fred Festa ’81 
participated in an internship at 

General Electric. The experience shaped 
his entire career. 

Now the CEO of chemical giant W. 
R. Grace, Festa and his wife, MaryLynn 
Barbero Festa ’82, support critical intern-
ship and fellowship experiences for a new 
generation of Oswego students. 

“For me, coming to Oswego was my 
first experience of the world,” Festa told a 
gathering of Festa Fellows at the Campus 
Center in October. “It influenced my 
direction and my goals.” 

The Festa Fellowships provide 
stipends of up to $10,000 to help 
outstanding graduate students pursue 
advanced leadership experiences in 
their fields, for example, by shadowing 
a corporate CEO or other organizational 
leader, by working on a public policy 
issue with a legislator or public official, or 

by developing a significant project for a  
non-profit organization.

After supporting the annual fellow-
ships with a gift of $150,000 over five 
years, the Festas this year decided to 
commit an additional $200,000, with 
$100,00 going to support fellowships for 
the next five years and  $100,000 to begin 
an endowment to fund the experiences in 
perpetuity. 

“We are extremely grateful for Fred 
and MaryLynn Festa’s generous support 
of the Festa Fellowship program, which  
is so important to this college,” said  
President Deborah F. Stanley, who 
praised the Festas for their “leadership 
and commitment.”

Leadership is an important compo-
nent of the fellowship program, as 
students prepare for lives at the top of 
their chosen professions.

Also important is the idea of practical 
experience, in which students apply their 
coursework to real-life situations. “You 
are making connections, a synthesis,” 
Stanley told the Festa Fellows last fall. 
“You work hand-in-hand with your 
mentors to apply everything you learn in 
the classroom.”

The Festa Fellows were enthusiastic 
about the difference the program had 
made in their lives. 

Dawn Orlandella M ’10 had applied 
to the advertising agency Eric Mower and 
Associates in Syracuse as an informa-
tion architect. When the bad economy 
forced the company to abandon its goal 
to fill the position, Orlandella landed a 
Festa Fellowship that gave her experience 
with the agency performing usability 
testing, data analysis and Web marketing 
research. “They were so impressed, at  
the end of my fellowship, they made a 
position for me,” Orlandella said.

Justin Dorsey ’05, M ’09, an 
MBA graduate, did demographic and 
educational research for the Metro-
politan Development Association of 
Central New York in conjunction with 
regional BOCES superintendents, to 
show how schools impact employ-

Leadership, Experience Key to Festa Fellowships

Fred Festa ’81, front row center, is flanked by Dean of Graduate Studies David King 
and President Deborah F. Stanley, while gathered around are this year’s class of Festa 
Fellows. The students participated in graduate fellowships supported by Festa and his wife, 
MaryLynn Barbero Festa ’82.
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Fellow Experiences a World of Learning
When Erica Vinson-Ondecko M ’10 
was in fourth grade, she wanted to be  
a diplomat to Germany. By eighth grade 
she envisioned herself as an optometrist, 
spending summers working in develop-
ing countries. She changed career ambi-
tions a dozen times, but one thing always 
remained the same — her desire to travel 
abroad. “I love learning about different 
cultures,” she said.

The graduate student in school  
psychology got to do just that last  
summer, when she spent a month in 
Europe, shadowing four noted school  
psychologists in different countries,  
each for a week. 

She was able to have that experience 
thanks to a Festa Fellowship, which paid 
for her travel. “They have given me the 
opportunity to fulfill a childhood dream,” 
she said of Fred Festa ’81 and his wife, 
MaryLynn Barbero Festa ’82, who sup-

port the fellowship program that bears their family name. 
The unique learning experience was designed by Vinson-Ondecko as 

she was completing an independent study of school psychology programs 
in Europe. “One day, I thought, ‘Instead of reading, why don’t I go there 
and see what it looks like?’” Vinson-Ondecko said.

She planned all the logistics of her trip, including meals and local 
transportation, and e-mailed 30 experts around the world to ask if they 
would mentor her. Of those who replied, she settled on the four offering 
the most diverse placements. 

One was Dr. Allan Guggenbuhl, an expert in child development and 
violence, and head of the Institute of Conflict Management in Zurich. One 
day, when Vinson-Ondecko sat with him as he checked e-mails, riots broke 
out at a big soccer match. “Reporters were calling him for his advice, and 
I’m sitting next to him,” she said. “He’s my mentor — that accessible.”

She described the placements as “very intimate, you could never read 
anything and get the same kind of experience.” She would sit in meetings 
with her mentors, watch as they interacted with clients, accompany them 
to their offices and read their papers.

“I was learning all the time — no ‘off ’ button,” she said.
Vinson-Ondecko has one more adventure abroad in store for her. She 

will give a poster presentation about her fellowship experience at the 
International School Psychology Association this July in Dublin, Ireland.

The Festa Fellowship is not the only support Vinson-Ondecko received 
through philanthropy. She was awarded the Ann and Stephen Coco ’66 
graduate scholarship and the Stan Levenson ’54 Scholarship. 

She praises Oswego for offering programs like the Festa Fellowship. 
“It’s such an incredible opportunity; I feel like someone at an Ivy League 
school,” she said. “For us to have this prestigious opportunity just speaks 
volumes.”  l

— Michele Reed
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ment and the local economy. “It was a 
fantastic experience,” said Dorsey. “I 
feel much more confident in the skills  
I learned in my MBA program.”

Tania Chen M ’10, a student in 
the MBA program, worked with the  
Syracuse Metropolitan Development 
Agency and Crouse Hospital, doing 
marketing research on medical tourism. 
Her mentor, MDA Senior Vice President 
David Mankiewicz, said that the Festa 
Fellowship program was important 
for enticing young graduates to stay in 
Central New York. “It’s very important 
to hold onto the talent we have,” he said. 
“We need to show [young people] they 
can do cutting-edge work in a place like 
Central New York. “

The fellowships are not the only 
experiential learning program supported 
by the Festas. Fred Festa has offered an 
internship program through W. R. Grace, 
which provides a summer work experi-
ence for students, and in some cases has 
landed them professional employment 
with the company.  l

—Michele Reed

Erica Vinson-Ondecko M ’10, right, met 
with erika voigt, a retired school psycholo-
gist in Frankfort, Germany.
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CLOVER URy JUST WAnTED TO GIVE.
When she passed away Jan. 26, 2009, 

she gave about half of her estate to the 
Oswego College Foundation. An avid  
reader, Ury wanted to support education, 
said her former caretaker, Louise Bajus.

But, even Clover’s late husband, 
Harvey E. Ury ’42, would not have 
expected his wife to give to his alma 
mater, Bajus said. The foundation was 
not anticipating the $204,000 gift either.

“We are very appreciative of the gen-
erous Ury estate gift,” said Kerry Casey 
Dorsey ’81, vice president of development 
and alumni relations. “The timelessness of 
the Oswego experience often touches our 
alumni and friends no matter how many 
years have passed.”

“She was an amazing person; a very, 
very loving and giving person,” said 
Bajus, who also served as caretaker to 
Harvey until his death in 2002.

The Sun City, Ariz., couple met while 
serving in the U.S. Air Corps during World 
War II. Harvey was a flight engineer and 
Clover worked as a nurse, Bajus said.

After the service, Harvey taught at 
Mamaroneck High School. When the 
couple moved to Sun City, they became 
very active with the Lakeview United 
Methodist Church.

“They were very lovely to know — 
very giving,” Bajus said. She called Harvey 
“a brilliant man,” who donated his time as 
head usher at Lakeview and as a Mason. 
Clover was a member of the Eastern Star 
no. 530 and a charter member of the 
West Valley Art Museum.

“It really was an honor to be a part 
of their lives,” said Bajus.

The Ury gift will be used where the 
need is greatest as unrestricted funds, 
Dorsey said.  l

— Shane M. Liebler

Arizona Widow Leaves Large  
Legacy in Memory of Husband

Clover and Harvey E. Ury ’42

Oswego’s endowment has hit a 
historic high of $10 million as of 

press time. Despite the market fluctua-
tions, Oswego’s investments performed 
well enough to take the endowment 
past its previous high of $9.2 million, 
set in December 2007, just as the eco-
nomic downturn was beginning. 

Although Oswego’s endowment 
lost 10.9 percent for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, by December 2009, the 
endowment had risen 15.4 percent, 
virtually wiping out the losses sustained 
during the prior fiscal year. In Decem-
ber 2009, the endowment stood at  
$9.8 million. 

Oswego also fared well compared 
to the rest of the higher education  
sector, especially the Ivy League 
schools. In a report released Jan. 28, 
2010, the NACUBO-Commonfund 
Study of Endowments showed that the 
842 American colleges and universi-

ties participating in the study lost an  
average of 18.7 percent. Oswego’s  
relative performance placed it in the 
top five percent of survey participants, 
tying for 39th on the list. At the bottom 
of the list were many of those institu-
tions whose endowment values ex-
ceeded $1 billion. On average they lost 
20.5 percent. 

The Oswego College Foundation 
Board of Directors’ Investment Com-
mittee has been diligent in managing 
the Foundation’s assets to minimize 
losses. 

The committee recognized the 
potentially broad-reaching impact  
of the sub-prime mortgage crisis as 
early as the fall of 2007, and began in 
spring 2008 to decrease Oswego’s asset 
allocation in equities. 

Their decisive actions, under  
Investment Committee Chair Tom 
Lenihan ’76, helped reduce the im-

pact of the dramatic market drop that 
began in September 2008. This reduced 
equity exposure helped to temper  
Oswego’s losses. 

“Tom’s commitment to steward-
ing the Foundation’s investment assets 
has been exceptional and his leadership 
has been invaluable,” said Director of 
Finance Mark R. Slayton. “The level 
of commitment and dedication that 
Tom and the rest of the Investment 
Committee have shown speaks to their 
strong connection to SUNY Oswego 
and their desire to see us continue to 
excel.”

“We are thankful that the gen-
erosity of our donors has helped  
put SUNY Oswego in a position to 
weather the recent financial crisis,” 
said Vice President for Development 
and Alumni Relations Kerry Casey 
Dorsey ’81.  l

— Michele Reed

Endowment Hits Historic $10 Million Mark
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Ernst & Young Lecture Series Addresses  
Women’s Issues, Draws Students

More than 900 students have 
attended talks illuminating 
women’s issues thanks to the 

Ernst & Young Lecture Series.
Established by Robert Feinberg ’78 

with a matching gift from his employer, 
Ernst & Young, the lecture series brings 
notable speakers to campus.

The series is a complement to 
the “Women, the Workplace and the 
Law” course, which is part of Oswego’s 
Women’s Studies Program.

“Clearly there is a lot of interest in the 
issues we are presenting,” former program 
Director Lisa Langlois said.

This spring semester’s topics include 
“Leading Ladies: The New Power of 
Women in the Workplace,” “The Global 
Pursuit of Equality in Education and the 
Workplace: Eliminating Discrimination 
and Increasing Access to Opportunities,” 
and “Gender and Race in Communica-
tion and Social Justice.” Each is delivered 
by a leading person in the field.

Sierra J. Sullivan, founder and 
publisher of The Ray magazine; Ines 
Shaw, author of Collective Pursuit of 

Gender Equality Around the World; 
and Joseph J. Pilotta ’69, author of 
Women in Organizations: Barriers and 
Breakthroughs, were scheduled to be 
among the speakers.

In addition, the series includes a panel 
on gender equity during Quest in April.

The influence of the Ernst & Young 
Lecture Series has permeated other 
aspects of campus. The newly formed 
Human Resource Management Center in 
the School of Business includes Women’s 
Studies Program representation.

School of Business Dean Richard 
Skolnik said gender equity in the work-
place is an extremely important topic  
to explore.

“Companies that have a [gender] 
balance in leadership are actually more 
profitable,” Skolnik said, citing a recent 
study by McKinsey & Co.

The center was founded to address 
community  outreach ,  research , 
continuing professional education 
and student education as well as social  
responsibility and diversity initiatives.  l

— Shane M. Liebler
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Robert Feinberg ’78, a partner 
and national director for mergers and  
acquisitions at ernst & Young, discusses 
women’s issues with former Women’s 
Studies Program Director lisa langlois  
as part of the “Women, the Workplace  
and the law” course.
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I
n any whodunit, the biggest clue to the mystery is often the smallest 
— a fingerprint. Dr. Lois Frankel ’73 likes to say that as human 
beings we leave a “forensic fingerprint” behind: “Leaving a legacy is 
leaving the world better than you found it,” she says. 

You don’t have to be a super sleuth to see Frankel’s fingerprints. 
They are all over the place — from her work as a career counselor, 

coach and best-selling author to acts of generosity and kindness that have 
touched the lives of thousands. Increasingly, that charitable work is becoming 
the focus of her life.

“You reach a point in your life where you’ve achieved what you’ve 
wanted to achieve,” she explains. “When achievements aren’t as important 
as what you’re giving back. [You ask yourself] What will my fingerprint be 
when I go?”

It may be bringing along the next generation of business leaders, or 
reaching out a helping hand to someone who needs financial help. Each 
person chooses what his or her legacy will be.

“We all have to make a living. We all know that,” she says. “But we all 
have to focus on how can we make a difference.”

The first whorls of her personal fingerprint were formed when Frankel 
began her career, making a difference in the lives of corporate executives.  
The president of Corporate Coaching International attributes her career 
success to Oswego, although during her undergrad years she didn’t know  
what she wanted to do with her life. A psychology and education major at 
Oswego, she was a resident assistant with aspirations to become a dorm 
director, she says. 

The summer after earning a master’s degree at Barry International Univer-
sity while working as a dorm director, she went to work for corporate giant 
ARCO, which was looking for someone to write job descriptions. “I earned 
more that summer than in a whole year as a dorm director,” she remembers. 
So she went to work for ARCO in the human resources division. She stayed 
there for 10 years, earning her doctorate in counseling psychology from the 
University of Southern California during that time. (continued on p. 18)

By Michele Reed

See Lois Lead
Frankel sets pace for careers, compassion

Photos above, from left: Dr. Lois Frankel ’73 (right) 
with feminist icon Gloria Steinem; accepting her 
“Woman of the Year” award and speaking at a  
conference.
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See Lois Lead
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Frankel then went into private  
prac tice as a psychologist. Although 
her ultimate goal at Oswego had been 
to become a psychologist, she found it 
wasn’t well suited to her personality. 

Then, one day, a solution came out of 
the blue. “A client I had done some 
training for asked, ‘Would you be 
willing to coach someone for me?’” 
Frankel recalls.

It was a light-bulb moment. 
Frankel’s work in training, business 
and psychology all converged in the 
coaching experience. “It was like a 
vortex — my education, preferences 
and experience,” she says. “Here is 
where it comes together.”

She felt excited about the pros-
pect of helping people be successful in 
their careers and in life. Later, many 
career coaches would sprout up, but 
Frankel’s background in psychology 
and business would distinguish her.

In 2004, she would gather some 
of her coaching advice to publish Nice 
Girls Don’t Get the Corner Office: 101 
Unconscious Mistakes Women Make 
that Sabotage Their Careers and her 
life would change again. 

“All of a sudden I was a spokes-
woman for women,” she recalls. 

“My life had come full circle,” 
Frankel says. At Oswego she had 
loved her women’s studies classes and 
enjoyed working with other women. 

“I thought it would be a great legacy, 
to help women become their personal 
best,” says the early member of the first 
women’s groups on campus. 

“In my quest to find out who I was, 
and what I wanted to do, I had forgotten 
what I loved,” Frankel says. What she 
loved as an undergrad at Oswego and 
still felt passion for in her work was 
speaking to women, coaching women and 
mentoring women. 

“In retrospect, I learned our lives 
aren’t linear,” Frankel says. “You have to 
look for the opportunities and know you 
can make a change.” 

She urges people to take the risks 
and make the decisions that can lead to 
a fulfilling career. “There’s not a right or 

a wrong,” she says. “Follow your passion. 
You’re not stuck, you can evolve to 
become more ‘you.’”

In Frankel’s opinion, one of the 
biggest benefits of going to Oswego was 
the sheer number of opportunities.

Her dual degree in psychology and 
education gave her a variety of paths 
to follow, while her experiences in the 
Women’s Studies Program at Oswego 
gave her a focus for her passion. She recalls 
it as “the best time of my life,” listening to 
Gloria Steinem speak on campus in 1972. 
“So you can imagine how thrilled I was 
to be a speaker at a conference with her 
and get to meet her,” says Frankel, who 
shared the podium with Steinem at the 
2009 Women’s Leadership Conference.

“Oswego raised my awareness of 
women’s issues, cultural issues, class 
issues,” she says.

Frankel says the most important thing 
she learned at Oswego was emotional 
intelligence, a trait she calls “critical for 
success.”

Oswego is also where she would meet 
important mentors in her life: Psychology 
Professor Emeritus Barbara Gerber 
and then head of the Women’s Studies 
Program Patti McGill Peterson. Frankel 
praised “their generosity of spirit, how 
they would take people where they are, 
accept people for who they are and help 
them grow to be who they can be.”

Also influencing her were dorm 
directors Sharyn Barry and Vicki 
Swenson. 

Frankel lived in Onondaga Hall in 
1969, the first year it opened. Later she 
worked as an RA and at the information 
desk at Hewitt Union. 

“Sunsets were to die for,” she says, 
and so were the concerts and lectures 
with the likes of Roberta Flack, Gordon 
Lightfoot and Jane Fonda.

When Frankel decided it was time 
to make her fingerprint in the chari-
table arena, her undergraduate experi-
ence in Women’s Studies would inform 
her choice. Living and working in Los 
Angeles, she saw how some young women 
came from underprivileged areas, were 
part of dysfunctional families or experi-
enced chaos in their lives. They had no 
one to guide them, no role models for a 
successful career, and no one encouraged 
them to go to college. 

“I knew we had to do something 
to ensure that they would not become 
marginalized,” Frankel recalls. 

She banded together a group of busi-
ness and professional women to become 
mentors to the young women. Repre-
sentatives from Pacific Bell, Wells Fargo, 
ARCO and other businesses lent their 
expertise and time. 

They started small, asking the school 
district and its teachers to recommend 
middle school girls at risk. The initial 
group was 20 girls and 20 mentors. 

(continued on p. 20)
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(continued from p. 16)

Lois’ Bookshelf
Dr. Lois Frankel ’73 is the author 
of best-selling books featured on 
the “Today” show, CNN and CNBC, 
and in the New York Times and 
USA Today.

Nice Girls Don’t Get 
The Corner Office 101 
Unconscious Mistakes 
Women Make That Sabotage 
Their Careers 2004

Nice Girls Don’t Get Rich 
75 Avoidable Mistakes 
Women Make with Money 
2005

See Jane Lead 99 Ways for 
Women to Take Charge at 
Work 2007

Stop Sabotaging Your 
Career 8 Proven Strategies 
to SUCCEED in Spite of 
Yourself 2007

And forthcoming in 2011: 
Nice Girls Don’t Win at Life

Find links to Lois’ blogs at  
oswego.edu/alumni/ 
magazine
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Socorro sells churros on the streets 
of East Los Angeles. She and her 
husband, Nacho, roll out the dough, 
fry the sweet pastries and dip them 

in sugar. Seven pounds of batter makes 250 
churros, which they sell on the street corner 
in their neighborhood, seven days a week, 
from 2 to 4:30 p.m. with their daughter 
Dulce. Because the pastries are best when 
fresh, anything not sold, they give away. 

At three for a dollar, on a good day, the 
family makes about $50 profit, which occa-
sionally allows Socorro to send some money 
home to her parents. 

There haven’t been many good days 
lately. Socorro has had two major opera-
tions since the fall of 2008. Then Nacho 
injured his back. Sometimes they even have 
to call a neighbor in to help them mix the 
heavy dough for the churros. 

When the family had trouble paying  
bills, they approached the Rev. Scott 
Santarosa, S.J., at Dolores Mission in  
East Los Angeles Santarosa turned to  
the Bloom Again Foundation, started by  
Dr. Lois Frankel ’73.

The next day, Socorro received a check 
for the family’s electricity bill. 

Hand up
Beatriz works on a luncheria, or lunch 

cart, selling the midday meal to passersby 
on those same Los Angeles streets. 

A few months ago, her husband left to 
go to northern California to look for work 
and she hasn’t heard from him since. One 
day, lifting something heavy at the lunche-
ria, she hurt her back. She was willing to 
keep working, but asked her boss to excuse 
her from certain duties because of the pain 
in her back. The boss fired her. 

The mother of six couldn’t pay her 
rent or her bills. She, too, turned to Dolores 
Mission and the parish was able to pay a 
few bills, but couldn’t help with the rent. 
Bloom Again stepped in with a check for 
two months rent. Beatriz had spent some 
time in a shelter with her kids, but thanks 
to Bloom Again, she was able to keep the 
family together at home. 

“It’s always the women who come 
to ask for help. The women are the most 
worried about making payments,” said 

Santarosa. “They often have a health issue 
and that’s what got them behind.”

So when Frankel came to call, with bro-
chures about Bloom Again’s mission, it was 
the answer to more than a few prayers. 

‘Pre-emptive empathy’
Bloom Again is the brainchild of 

Frankel’s own brush with illness. When 
she was diagnosed with cancer four years 
ago, she realized she was able to recover 
because of her ability to take time off from 
her demanding coaching career. 

The Bloom Again Foundation provides 
monetary support to women at or near the 
poverty line, who need help because of a  
medical condition. 

“It’s really like pre-emptive empathy,” 
says Santarosa. “She started to think about, 
‘What about other women in my situation 
who don’t have [the wherewithal to heal]?’”

“We don’t realize how lucky we are,” 
says Frankel of herself and the other women 
who have banded together to form the 
Bloom Again foundation. “Many women are  
one paycheck away from disaster if they can’t 
work. They truly have nothing in reserve.”

Santarosa concurs. Many of his 600 
to 800 parishioners live in housing projects 

and make less than $20,000 per year, with 
some earning less because of layoffs or 
injuries. Sometimes they just don’t know 
where to turn.

“It’s not like these women are looking 
for a handout. These are women doing all 
they can to make ends meet, all they can 
do to find work,” says Santarosa. “If the 
economy was better, if their health was 
better, the last thing they would want to do 
is ask for help.”

On an emotional afternoon in February, 
Frankel got to meet Socorro and Beatriz at 
the mission. “It was really very rewarding 
to put a face to the story,” Frankel says. 
Despite the language barrier, lots of smiles 
and hugs made everyone’s feelings known. 

“I speak Spanish enough to say, ‘We 
were so happy to be able to help you,’” 
Frankel says. Beatriz shed tears of joy. 
Through Santarosa as interpreter, Socorro 
said she felt badly that she couldn’t speak 
English, but it felt good to meet someone 
who had helped her so much. She wanted 
to give something back, to feed Frankel in 
return for all her help. 

In the end, it was a gathering of 
women, sharing with other women. 

— Michele Reed

Flower Power:
Bloom Again Helps Heal

Lois Frankel ’73, second from left, visits with, from left, Beatriz, Socorro and the 
rev. Scott Santarosa, S.J.

D
o

n
 M

ilic
i Ph

o
to

G
r

a
Ph

Y



O s w e g O  l  S p r i n g  2 0 1 0 20

The last five years of your working life are ideal 
for considering the legacy you will leave behind 
upon retirement. Your legacy need not be gran-
diose, but is the “forensic fingerprint” that you 
were there and made a difference in the lives of 
those who followed. Consider two or three of the 
following suggestions that complement your per-
sonality, the culture of your company, and your 

values, then develop a plan to institute your legacy.  

1.Transfer knowledge to younger workers.  It may seem that 
younger workers, having grown up in the Age of Information 
Technology, know more than you do, but there are certain things 
only age can teach you. Without setting yourself up as “the expert,” 
make a list of critical skills needed for success in your field and offer 
to conduct brown bag lunches or seminars in these areas.  

2. Be a mentor. Being a mentor is an informal relationship where 
you help a younger worker to understand the unspoken rules for  
success in your company and beyond. Ask your HR department if 
such a program exists and if not, consider starting one. The Web site  
www.mentoringgroup.com has a wealth of information to assist you.  

3. Take risks — speak the unspoken. You’ve reached the stage 
of your career where your reputation is established, the fact that 
you’re still employed tells you the company values your contribu-
tions, and you most likely can “get away with” saying things that 
people on the way up can’t. It’s the perfect time to take some risks 
and be the voice for concerns you’ve had for a while but have never 
had the courage to express.  

4. Create new systems or processes. You’ve spent years perfect-
ing your craft but you’ve always been so busy “doing” that you 
didn’t have time to step back and see how things might be done 
better, more efficiently, or more cost-effectively. Now you have the 
time, but don’t do it alone. Bring together technical experts from all 

age groups to work on a task force that will add value to the com-
pany’s bottom-line by developing new systems or processes.  

5. Define new standards of excellence and methods to  
measure them.  A soon-to-retire executive was lamenting the fact 
that the people in line for succession didn’t share his generation’s 
work ethic and commitment to excellence. Who’s fault is that? If 
you collude with younger generations to keep the bar low you’ll only 
get average performance. As we have so often told clients, “What 
you measure is what you get.” While you were busy producing or 
putting out fires you may not have had the time, but now you do — 
or should. Work with representatives from across the generations to 
establish a culture of excellence.  

6. Influence the vision, values, and goals of your company.  
At this stage of your career you have more opportunity to impact 
how your company does business and how it treats its staff than 
ever before. It involves taking some of the risks described above, 
but more importantly it involves repeating your message every 
chance you get. The next time you’re at a meeting, regardless of the 
topic, find the right opening to ask questions that make people think 
about how the company goes about achieving its goals.  

7. Become involved with the community or nonprofit causes. 
If you’re tired of creating work to justify your existence at the 
company, start thinking about using those extra hours to benefit 
the community and, possibly, provide your company with positive 
press. Volunteer to chair a fundraiser for the local Boys and Girls 
Club, serve on the board of directors of a nonprofit that has special 
meaning for you, offer to work with your corporate foundation on 
ensuring grants are going to the most needy in the community, or 
volunteer to read to children at the local library. You might also 
think about starting your own nonprofit organization or a program 
sponsored by the company to benefit people who are users of your 
company’s product or services.  l

(continued from p. 18)
Each corporation would have a 

program for them, like a meal in the 
corporate dining room where the girls 
would learn etiquette and how to behave 
at a business luncheon. Banks would show 
the girls how to save money and invest in 
their future. 

Last year more than 100 mentors and 
100 girls from five different Los Angeles 
schools were involved. 

Seeds of help
After Frankel was diagnosed with 

cancer in 2006, she came to an important 
realization. “I saw how fortunate I was, 
to not have to go to work every day, but 

instead to be able to recover at my own 
pace. Someone looked at me and said, 
‘You look like you’re blooming again.’”

The phrase stuck and Frankel used 
it to name a foundation dedicated to 
helping women at or near the poverty 
level at a time of medical crisis. 

The foundation has raised more than 
$18,000 and makes grants to women with 
medical issues to help pay the rent, keep 
the power on and feed their families. 
Just this spring, they granted $1,000 to 
a crossing guard who was wounded in 
both her legs when she was caught in the 
crossfire of feuding gangs. She would have 
to leave her apartment and go back to an 

area where gangs were prevalent, without 
help from Bloom Again. 

The Oswego connection continues 
even here. Deb Roe ’73 and Sue Godzac 
Prischak ’73 were RAs with Frankel in 
Onondaga and they have generously 
supported Bloom Again with their dona-
tions. “It speaks to not only the generosity 
of Oswego alumni but also to how long 
relationships we make in college last,” 
Frankel says. 

Frankel has been recognized for her 
work with charities. In 2006 Maybelline 
honored Frankel with the Women Who 
Empower Through Education Award for 
her work with MOSTE. 

(continued on p. 21)

WORKPLACE LEGACY By Dr. Lois Frankel ’73
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R osa calls Barbara her “other 
mother” and admits she 
wouldn’t be in college and 
on her way to a professional 

career without her help.
Barbara says, “I felt I got as much as I 

gave” in her relationship with a girl she calls  
“very bright … and extremely articulate.”

Rosa Jones is a 20-year-old Latina 
woman from South Central Los Angeles, 
studying sociology at University of California 
at Santa Barbara, and Barbara Hensleigh is 
a partner in Andrews and Hensleigh LLP, a 
Los Angeles law firm, where she specializes 
in health care litigation. They are just one 
inspirational pair among hundreds brought 
together by MOSTE — Motivating Our 
Students Through Experience — a program 
for middle-school girls, founded by Dr. Lois 
Frankel ’73.

MOSTE, which Frankel pioneered in 
1986, links professional women in the  
Los Angeles area with young girls from  
disadvantaged neighborhoods, with a goal 
to encouraging the girls to finish school, go 
on to college and be successful in life. 

Eye-opening experiences
The program had just begun at Henry 

Clay Middle School when Rosa, then an 
11-year-old seventh-grader, heard about 
it from her English teacher. Because Rosa 
stated her interest in the law on her applica-
tion, she found herself linked with Barbara.

The formal activities were fun and 
enlightening. “We would have field trips 
and go to college campuses and I had never 
been to a college campus before,” remem-
bers Rosa, who even now, nine years later, 
can’t keep the bubbling enthusiasm out of 
her voice. “It was amazing — eye-opening 
and mind-boggling.”

But it was the extra activities that 
formed the bonds that would change the 
lives of both women. Barbara would take 
Rosa to the movies, on hikes in the nearby 
mountains, to see the ocean, eventually even 
on a girls-only trip to Greece. 

“I used to call her every day after 
school, at her law office,” says Rosa. “And 
she would ask me how my day was and tell 
me about her day.” 

There were surprises. “Barbara was 
going to court and I wanted to go and see 
how it works and see her in action,” says 
Rosa. “She called me the night before and 
said ‘You have to dress up and not in jeans 
and a T-shirt.’ I freaked out, because all I 
had were jeans and T-shirts.”

Barbara remembers, “I arrive to pick 
her up and down the steps comes this beau-
tiful girl with a white shirt, pleated skirt, 
black dress shoes.”

“My mom made me a nice skirt and 
jacket,” Rosa finishes the story. “She’s a 
seamstress and she stayed up all night.”

The surprises went both ways, as 
Barbara threw Rosa a quince años party, 
the traditional Latino celebration for a girl’s 
15th birthday.

Growing bond
Although the program was only  

supposed to last through middle school, 
Rosa and Barbara continued through high 
school and now college. Rosa believes  
that Barbara’s involvement made all the 
difference for her. 

In Rosa’s junior year, Barbara would 
help her to study abroad in Belgium, partly 
for the experience and partly to get her 
away from the dangerous influences in 
South Central Los Angeles.

“It was fun, the best year of my life,” 
says Rosa. The experience helped when 
she got to college, too. “Once I got there, 
I thought ‘Why did I do this?’” she recalls. 
“But I had a way of figuring it out because 
I did it in Belgium. I said, ‘I’ll just make 
friends, go with the flow.’ I was not as  
nervous as I would have been if I hadn’t 
been through it [in Belgium].”

“She really helped me make the most 
out of high school, got me into a magnet 
program, AP courses, really helped me stay 
on top of stuff,” says Rosa. 

“I felt like I opened doors for her, but 
she always went through them — some-
times with a nudge, sometimes with leaps 
and bounds,” says Barbara.

Back on track
“There were some rough patches,” 

admits Barbara. 
During one such tough time, Barbara 

would turn to Lois, whom she had never 
met. “I didn’t know what I was doing 
because I had never been a parent,” says 
Barbara. “She saved us, really; she helped 
Rosa get back on the right path. I can’t say 
enough about her.”

Rosa is now studying sociology. She 
hopes to go to graduate school, and even-
tually work with children or youths. And 
she is giving back to the program that got 
her started. She has volunteered to be a 
junior mentor to a middle school girl, hop-
ing she can have an effect like that which 
Barbara had on her. 

Now Barbara is confident that Rosa 
will be OK. “She made it and she will have 
a good life, because she wants to have a 
good life,” she says. “She’s made it because 
she wanted to.” 

And because of MOSTE and two 
women, named Barbara and Lois.  l

— Michele Reed

Making the MOSTE of a Life  

Barbara hensleigh (left) mentored rosa 
Jones through the MoStE program.

(continued from p. 20)
On March 8 of this year, the Los 

Angeles County Commission on Women 
named Frankel Woman of the Year in  
the Business and Labor category. 

For Frankel, it’s not about the awards, 
but the satisfaction of helping and  
of making her mark — leaving her 

forensic fingerprint — on the world 
through her efforts.

Frankel likes to talk about sacrificial 
giving. “It’s one thing to give when you 
have plenty of time or money. Sacrificial 
giving means going beyond your comfort 
zone.”

For now, Frankel is doing all she can, 
working hard at Corporate Coaching 
International and making her mark upon 
the world, not only in her career, but in 
the lives of those she is lucky enough to 
be able to help.  l
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It was dark.
He remembers that part.
He has frightening glimpses of 

reaching out into the darkness, trying to 
pull himself toward the road for help.

For what was later estimated to be 
about an hour, he helplessly clawed at 
and ripped away the sod in his friend’s 
side yard.

The faint calls for help he could 
muster were not enough to alert his 
friends. Greg Callen ’99 disappeared 
around midnight Aug. 27, 2005.

That was the last time Callen walked. 
In nearly five years since his accident, 
though, he has never stopped moving 
forward.

I N  M O T I O N
“I want people who’ve suffered a 

traumatic event to learn to embrace life 
again,” Callen said between sips of coffee 
in a café near his Liverpool home.

In February, he celebrated the first 
anniversary of Move Along, the nonprofit 
he founded. Move Along is dedicated to 
youth and adults who want to take up or 
continue active lives on wheels.

His discovery of sports for paraplegics 
was a crucial part of his recovery, which 
was painful both physically and mentally.

(continued on p. 24)

Rolling On
Greg Callen ’99 helps himself, others Move Along
By Shane M. LieBLer

photoS By  
ChuCk WainWright
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T H E  F A L L
Callen had come to Saratoga Springs 

in August 2005 to take in The Travers 
Stakes with some friends. Despite not 
feeling well, he joined the pre-race 
celebration.

The combination of alcohol and an 
empty stomach caused Callen to black out 
during the evening. He appeared normal 
to friends and he has some fleeting 
memories of the night.

Back at his friend’s home, a disori-
ented Callen found his way to a railless 
balcony and walked off it, plummeting 
13 feet. In an instant, two vertebrae in 
his back were shattered and his life would 
never be the same.

As a public justice major at SUNY 
Oswego, Callen had aspirations of joining 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation or 
practicing law. That career never materi-
alized, but Callen was happy to join GE 
Power Systems as a power plant operator.

The outgoing Callen transitioned to 
engineering sales with SMC Corp., a job 
that allowed him to travel often.

He was young, happy and healthy, 
enjoying basketball, bowling, fast-pitch 
softball, hockey and kickball in his spare 
time. Callen had thought about playing 
baseball at Oswego and enjoyed flag foot-
ball with his Sigma Gamma brothers.

“There wasn’t a sport I didn’t play,” 
he said. “Every night after work, I was 
doing something.”

‘ J U S T  M E ’
Right after the accident, it took several 

days for Callen to begin to contemplate 
what had happened in Saratoga.

“There was a lot of bargaining — 
‘When are things going to go back to 
normal?’” Callen remembers thinking 
at Albany Medical Center, where he  

had been rushed after the injury. 
Unfortunately, he was just scratching 
the surface of the depression he would  
experience following seven weeks of  
acute rehabilitation at the Kessler Insti-
tute in New Jersey.

“The one thing that hit me when 
I left [Kessler] is there wasn’t going to  
be people around me in wheelchairs,”  
he said. “It was just me.”

Discouraged by his inability to 
maneuver around his parents’ Oswego 
home, where his wheelchair barely fit 
in the door, Callen retreated into deep 
depression. He essentially cut off commu-
nication with the friends and family who 
had been so critical to his early recovery.

His activity was limited to the three 
days each week he spent in physical 
therapy at Upstate Medical Outpatient 
Rehabitation Center.

Greg Callen ’99 sells tickets for a Move Along fundraiser.
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S O M E T H I N G  G R E A T
It’s difficult not to be drawn in by 

Callen’s enthusiasm, which is animated 
by the rise and fall of his eyebrows when 
he talks and the happy creases that appear 
on his inner cheeks when he smiles. He 
says he’s been an extrovert since his days 
growing up in the town of Oswego and 
attending college on the shores of Lake 
Ontario.

It’s clear he gets an intense sense of 
satisfaction from his work with Move 
Along. The flagship basketball program 
has already drawn dozens of youth and 
adults into weekly practices and occa-
sional exhibition games.

Callen got a taste of the independence 
he was craving when he was able to get 
into a go-kart during his recovery.

“It gave me a sense of freedom and 
self-esteem and independence, and I 
thought, ‘Every person with disabilities 
needs to realize these resources are out 
there,’” Callen recalled.

He was introduced to adapted 
sports while completing a rehabilitation 
program at the Detroit Medical Center. 
Things started to change for the better 
after Callen returned from Michigan.

“I lived 29 years of a great life and 
now I’m going to have another great life 
moving forward,” a rejuvenated Callen 
said at the time.

He learned to drive and attended a 
six-week entrepreneurial “boot camp” 

at Syracuse University Whitman School 
of Management. Move Along became a 
reality and today Callen says he is fulfilled.

“I realized that other people needed 
what I wanted,” says Callen. “I’m 
providing something great for people and 
that’s nourishment for me.”

‘ G I V E  I T  Y O U R  A L L ’
True to its name, Move Along has 

developed amazing momentum, said 
Callen, who developed affiliations with 
the likes of Syracuse University and the 
U.S. National Sled Hockey Team to go 
along with sponsorships by the Wegman’s 
grocery chain and Eagle Beverage.

Move Along programs include tennis 
and sled hockey teams as well as kayaking/
rowing activities. Callen plans to add 
handcycling to that list this summer. 

He wants to develop a facility just 
for the sports and more than anything 
else, Callen — who works full time for a 
merchant services company — would like 
to make Move Along his full-time job.

“You’ve either got to give it your all 
or give up,” Callen said as a matter of fact. 
“And I’m not giving up.”

Five years ago, Callen was reaching 
out into darkness — grasping at first for 
life and then for hope during recovery. In 
2010, Greg Callen is holding his own and 
looking into the future ahead of him.

It is bright. l

See Move Along videos at 
oswego.edu/alumni/magazine
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The package arrives aT The 
austin, Texas, home of Beverly Moulton 
Brandon ’55 every year about the same 
time. When February is near, a bundle 
will be waiting, she knows.

inside are the same salutations that 
have greeted Brandon for more than 
50 years: “Dear sisters,” “Dear Mothers 
of america,” “hi everybody.” after 
combing through the collage of colorful 
stationery, notebook paper and photos, 
it’s time for her to reply.

This close circle of alpha sigma chi 
sisters has traded this kind of correspon-
dence for all of their adult lives.

“First they included pictures of our 
weddings, then the children, then the 
children’s weddings and now the grand-
children,” Brandon said while she was 
organizing an outline of all the things 
that happened in 2009 on a late January 
afternoon.

To continue this “round robin,” she 
will remove her last letter from the pile 
and insert the new entry into the stack 
to be sent along to the next person on 
the list. That person removes her letter, 

authors a new one and sends the package 
down the line.

currently, eight women form this 
unique chain. Elly Nachbaur Zarbo ’55 
stole the round robin idea from her sister 
and decided to give it a shot shortly after 
graduating. 

“Our college years were wonderful. 
it was a wonderful time in life,” said 
Zarbo, who currently lives on grand 
island. “We just formed some really 
close bonds and friendships and when 
we went our separate ways, we wanted to 
stay in touch.”

With the exception of a short 
hiatus or two, the perpetual bulletin has 
survived the rigors of child rearing and 
other distractions of the decades. 

“some of us were teachers for 
quite a long time, others taught a while 
and went off to do other things,” Joan 
Knudsen Finch ’55 said. Like her seven 
sorority sisters, Finch studied education 
at Oswego. “everyone had different 
strengths and it was always interesting to 
see what everyone was up to whenever 
the robin came around.”

Making Rounds
By Shane M. Liebler

‘Robins’ have been circulating letters for more than 50 years
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Clockwise from top—
From left: Kathy Barbaro Francolini ’55, Beverly Moulton 
Brandon ’55, Michelle Nothacker McKinney ’55 and 
Nelma Hyvonen Mattice ’56 gather around the Edward 
Austin Sheldon statue in front of Sheldon Hall circa 1955.

From left: Joan Knudsen Finch ’55, Elly Nachbaur 
Zarbo ’55, Michelle Nothacker McKinney ’55 and 
Marlene Gilbert Miner ’55 gather around the Sheldon 
statue at their 35th class reunion in 1990.

From left: John and Joan Knudsen Finch ’55, Neil ’55 and 
Marlyn MacDonald, Elly Nachbaur Zarbo ’55 and Tom 
Zarbo enjoy the 20th reunion of the 1955 class in 1975.

‘Robins’ have been circulating letters for more than 50 years
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Between the Lines
ThE TradiTioN coNTiNuEs BEcausE lETTEr- 
writing is a favorite pastime among the robin recipients, but 
also because of the comfort that comes with each envelope.

“it is a support system,” Zarbo explained. “We may not see 
each other or talk to each other, but we are there for each other 
— especially in the tough times.”

Through good times and bad, the ring of writers has devel-
oped a vital link.

“if i didn’t get it, i would really miss it,” says Marlene 
Gilbert Miner ’55 of Morrisville. “if someone passes away or 
someone has a major surgery, we tell each other about it and it’s 
nice to see what everyone has to say.”

and perhaps even more importantly, the majority of 
messages come in the form of handwritten notes. 

“To be able to sit down to read something that’s hand-
written just makes it that much more special,” Brandon said.

The digital age has made letter writing something of a lost 
art and handwriting a novelty.

“Before the internet, that was the main way to update each 
other,” said Michelle (née Elsie) Nothacker McKinney ’55 — 
her friends call her Mickey or Mike. “it means a lot to share. 
We all sort of went through the same stuff at the same time: 
raising the children and little adventures along the way.”

When the letters arrive at her home in virginia, Mckinney 
likes to settle in with a cup of coffee and trace the loops and 
curves of her sisters’ scripts until she’s through.

“penmanship was important when i was in school and 
i still take pride,” she said. “Nothing beats a letter that is 
thoughtfully written.”

From left: Marge Dowse Petersen ’55, Marlene 
Gilbert Miner ’55, Joan Knudsen Finch ’55, Mary Ann 
Maywalt ’55, Beverly Moulton Brandon ’55 and Michelle 
Nothacker McKinney ’55.

How the round robin flies:
Each recipient removes her previous letter, then inserts  
a new one and passes it along with the rest of the notes.  
It takes about a year to cycle through all eight members.

Michelle “Mickey” Nothacker  
McKinney ’55 (Nellysford, VA) 

Elly Nachbaur Zarbo ’55 (Grand Island, NY)

Marlene Gilbert Miner ’55 (Morrisville, NY)

Beverly Moulton Brandon ’55 (Austin, TX)

An Alpha Sigma social circa 1955.
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A Special Collection
ThE rouNd roBiN crEaTEs a collEcTivE  
journal for each member as well. Though no one has saved 
as many as they would have liked, there’s something special 
about reviewing the memorable missives.

“i save most of them,” carol Moran Jones ’55 of Bel 
air, Md., said. “a nice feature, too, is looking back over all 
the things that you’ve done.”

Despite those notes’ reminders of what has changed, 
there are also patterns of familiarity that emerge. Marge 
dowse Petersen ’55 of Delray Beach, Fla., admits they still 
make fun of the husbands a bit.

Though Kathy Barbaro Francolini ’55 joined the round 
robin only a few years ago, she has known the group of 
women since the days of alpha sig.

“i was fascinated by the fact that they were from all over 
the country,” said Francolini, who lives in New York city. 
“Because we lived in different parts of the country … our 
experiences have been different, even in retirement.”

The women are entering the “third act” of life, as  
Francolini puts it. They are connected by their common 
age, but more strongly bonded by their common time at 
Oswego.

“it was such an intense time of our lives,” Francolini 
said. “Those four years that we were together is such a gem 
in my mind.”

Time flies, but the circle has preserved their personali-
ties. “i still see them as they were then,” she said. l

Carol Moran Jones ’55 (Bel Air, MD) 

Marge Dowse Petersen ’55 (Delray Beach, FL)

Joan Knudsen Finch ’55 (Bedford Hills, NY)

Kathy Barbaro Francolini ’55 (New York, NY) 

Michelle 
Nothacker 
McKinney ’55 
and Marlene 
Gilbert Miner 
’55 ready to 
play tennis in 
1955.

From left: Marlene Gilbert Miner ’55, Michelle Nothacker 

McKinney ’55 and Carol Moran Jones ’55 gather in 1985.
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By Michele Reed

O
ne surveys his sprawl-
ing commuter campus 
from headquarters atop 
a modern high-rise. The 
other walks out of the 

building that houses his traditional office, 
furnished in oak and brass, onto a tidy 
quad marked with stately oaks and a cen-
tral chapel.

They took different routes to the top 
job in academe as well, but two Oswego 
classmates, who both lived in Funnelle, 
ate in Cooper Dining Hall and cheered the 
Lakers on at Romney Field House, now sit 
at college presidents’ desks.

Donald Astrab ’79 was a biology 
and chemistry double major at Oswego, 
who pursued his love of science to the 
University of Hawaii, where he earned a 
master’s in public health and a doctorate 
in organic chemistry. He would run the 
chemical and microbiology labs as water 
quality manager for the Honolulu Board 
of Water Supply. Later he would relocate 
to Florida to be near his ill father and 
land a post teaching chemistry at Brevard 
Community College in Florida. He was 
named to head Nassau Community 
College, part of the SUNY system, last 
November. 

Bill Seymour ’79 got his start as a 
resident assistant on Funnelle’s sixth 
floor. The psychology major would go on 
to earn his master’s in counseling and a 
doctorate in higher and adult education at 
University of Missouri-Columbia, before 
working at that institution for nine years. 
He made the change to small, private reli-
gious institutions in 1988 when he took a 
job at Austin College in Sherman, Texas. 
He would work his way up the student 
affairs career ladder, as dean of students 
at Wesley College in Dover, Del., and 
as vice president at Maryville College in 
Tennessee. He was named the eighth pres-
ident of Lambuth College in Tennessee in 
October. 

SAme joB, two worlDS
When Seymour walks across his 

campus, he sees students rushing off to 
chapel or strolling though the historic 
quad. There are 750 undergraduates, 
and one of Seymour’s goals as president 
is to meet each and every prospective 
student who comes for a campus visit. 
His well-organized desk bears a clock that 
he purchased at a craft show; it has two 
faces so that he can be punctual whether 

A Tale of Two Presidents

Donald Astrab ’79 is the new president of 
Nassau Community College.

Bill Seymour ’79 was named president of 
Lambuth College last fall.
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sitting at his desk or meeting visitors at a 
cozy seating area.  His Oswego diploma 
hangs on the forest green wall nearby, 
and once he gets fully unpacked, so will 
a black-and-white photo he took as an 
undergrad of college founder Edward 
Austin Sheldon’s statue. 

Astrab’s office on the 10th floor 
of The Tower has a panoramic view 
of Nassau’s 225-acre campus on Long 
Island. His student body numbers 23,0000 
full- and part-time students plus another 
15,000 lifelong learners in the continuing 
education program. His desk is covered 
with family photos: daughters Cheyenne, 
a sophomore at the University of Florida 
in Gainesville, and Leilani, a sixth grader, 
with his wife, Meritiana. (“What were 
the odds of a guy growing up in New 
York, meeting and marrying a woman 
from Western Samoa 6,000 miles away?” 
he asks with a chuckle.) His Morrison 
and Boyd organic chemistry book from 
Oswego is the first thing you see on his 
bookshelf, and his walls are plastered 
with Yankee posters, the girls’ science fair 
ribbons and photos of Kennedy Space 
Center and the Statue of Liberty. 

Both speak of their vision for their 
new campuses: Astrab’s biggest goal is 
increasing access and continuing to build 
opportunities through online services. 
“Building a virtual campus and looking 
toward sustainability,” is how he expresses 
another goal that includes “introducing 
green technology to our curriculum 
offerings.”

Seymour notes that the opportunity 
to “be in the presidential role and have the 

ability to effect change is really exciting.” 
He expects to put his experience to work 
on strategic planning for the small school 
with a rich heritage and history, but also 
a number of challenges and needs. “My 
job is not to play a role, but to move the 
institution forward,” he says.

Step one: oSwego
Just as their final destination is the 

same, so were their beginnings. Seymour 
and Astrab took their first steps on the 
path to the top at Oswego. 

In fact, they no doubt met each other. 
Seymour remembers Astrab, and it’s no 
wonder, his counterpart says. Seymour 
worked in Cooper Dining Hall, first 
washing pots and pans before working his 
way up to a student cook position. 

“I was a legend in the cafeteria for 
eating,” says Astrab. “I was always tall 
and thin, and I ate everything in sight.” 
By showing their cards, students could 
eat five times a day if they wanted. “It was 
not uncommon for me to eat lunch three 
times. I’d run into friends and go back 
with them.”

Astrab was influenced by science 
professors Peter Weber, A. J. Nappi and 
Augustine Silveira, while Seymour took 
his inspiration from Bruce Skolnick, the 
hall director in Funnelle, who had done 
a master’s degree in student affairs work. 

They were both hard workers. Astrab 
spent most of his time in Snygg Hall, 
managing a double major in hard sciences 
with enough credits for a math minor, 
and graduating in three and a half years. 
Burning the midnight oil was common 

for him, and one night he even got locked 
in the library. “I fell asleep in Penfield, up 
on the third floor,” he recalls. “Security 
had to come and let me out. When they 
pulled up they had their spotlights on.”

Seymour was always working some 
kind of student job. He ran the basketball 
scoreboard and worked the residence 
hall front desk. “At that time they had a 
student sitting at the door till all hours of 
the night.” In his senior year, he was the 
RA on the sixth floor of Funnelle, a job 
that had its own challenges, since the legal 
drinking age at that time was 18. 

He had fun, too. 
rob Davidian ’80 was a budding 

filmmaker at the time and still works 
in the film industry in Los Angeles. He 
filmed a movie, “The Macho RA,” using 
one of the tunes by The Village People 
and starring Seymour. Davidian sent 
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Below: the quad of Lambuth College, where Bill Seymour ’79 is president, features a 
statue of the first president of the four-year college, r.e. Womack, and a central chapel.

right: the triangular tower houses the 10th floor office of Donald Astrab ’79, new presi-
dent of Nassau Community College.
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Seymour a DVD a couple of years ago, 
and the college administrator laughs to 
recall his John Travolta-like moves. 

Their work ethic carried Astrab 
and Seymour through to their new jobs 
as well. “I have a hard time reminding 
myself that I am the president and all that 
goes with it,” says Astrab. “I want to roll 
up my sleeves and work on all fronts.” 

“I’m just an everyday guy like every-
body else,” says Seymour, who is much 
more at home in a pair of jeans than a suit. 
“If I see trash on the lawn, I’ll pick it up — 
it’s important and sets a good example.” 
He says he likes getting his hands dirty 
and has done dunking booths, kiss-a-pig 
contests and taken a pie or two in the face 
on his way up the academic ladder.

Dorm DreAmS
At Oswego, the residence hall was the 

center of their lives. Seymour recalls that at 
the time no students had TVs in their dorm 
rooms. “Every Wednesday night, we’d all 
pile into the lounge to watch ‘Charlie’s 
Angels,’” he recalls. “And ‘Saturday Night 
Live.’ It was the early years. Nobody went 
out when that was on.”

Astrab remembers playing stickball 
against the wall of Cooper Dining Hall 
and Frisbee in the hall’s basement lounge. 
“There used to be big snowball fights to 
capture the bridge to New Campus,” he 
remembers. “We’d spend hours there, 
just playing.”

To relax, both men headed for the 
lakeshore. Seymour loved clambakes.  
Astrab and his friends would go out by 
the lake and hit stones into the water with 
a stick, watching the sunset and relaxing 
before going back to studying. 

For both men, Oswego is a family 
affair. Three of Seymour’s four sisters 
attended the college, jane Seymour Behnk 
’69, Carole Seymour Day ’71 and julie 
Seymour gray ’81 — and President James 
Perdue commented on the family’s legacy 
from the stage as Seymour graduated. 

And that diploma he got that day? 
His name was spelled wrong. He never 
noticed until a student at Mizzou pointed 
it out. In 1999, a building at Maryville 
was destroyed by fire, Seymour’s diploma 
along with it. He has a replacement now, 
and even greater satisfaction: “Now I get 
to sign the diplomas,” he says with a laugh. 

Astrab was the first in his family to 
attend college, but now his nephew, james 
Schunk ’12, is a finance major with an 
economics minor at Oswego. Although 
Astrab hasn’t been back to campus very 
often, he used to always check the snow on 
the webcam from Hawaii or Florida. He 
now has a reason to make the trek back. 

Both presidents praise their Oswego 
education and feel it set them on the path 
to their careers. 

“When I got out to the University of 
Hawaii and began in the grad program 
in chemistry, I was one of only a couple 
of American-born students who got in,” 

Astrab says. His fellow scholars were 
from India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, China, 
Korea and Fiji.

“The education and foundation I 
got in sciences from Oswego had me as 
prepared and competitive as these men 
and women from around the world, and I 
was always very grateful for that,” he says.

“I was a blank slate of 17 years old, 
and my sisters had come here,” Seymour 
said. “Obviously, I made a good choice. If 
you’re in a place where it’s a good fit and 
you’re comfortable, it will make a differ-
ence in your success.”

“I have fond memories I’ll remember 
all my life,” Astrab adds. One of those 
memories is registration in the gym. “I 
loved being there with a couple thousand 
students and seeing how everybody’s 
summer went and their Christmas break. 
Everybody dreaded it, but I loved it.”

He still loves being in the thick of 
things, and it’s a penchant he shares with 
Seymour. In one more throwback to their 
undergrad days, both men admitted to 
their favorite place on their new campuses: 
the cafeteria. “I like going there and being 
visible, hanging out with students and 
faculty for lunch,” says Seymour, who has 
been eating cafeteria food since 1975. “You 
get a lot of work done. Those informal 
discussions can take you a long way.” 

“My favorite spot? The campus 
cafeteria where I still enjoy going and 
eating,” says Astrab, who is still tall and 
slim. “That hasn’t changed.”  l

From right, Nassau Community College president Donald Astrab ’79 meets with Student 
Government Association president Jermaine endeley, recording Secretary Nicole Allemant 
and vice president Syed hadi. 
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Bill Seymour ’79 with his wife, Catherine, 
(left) and the Lambuth College 2009 
homecoming Queen, senior Katie rast.
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Mary Alexander Hamer ’40 
is currently retired and residing 
in Fulton. She received the Fulton  
Rotary Community Service award in 
1989 and with her husband, Ernie, 
was honored with a lifetime achieve-
ment award at the Fulton Music  
Association 2009 Celebration of 
Music. She enjoys playing piano twice 
a week at nursing homes. An Alpha 
Iota Sorority sister at Oswego, she 
remembers assemblies, when the col-
lege’s enrollment was only 571, and 
working for Dr. Seward Salisbury. 
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August Roth ’50 is retired with 
the rank of major after 21 years in 
the U.S. Air Force, where he served 
as a bomber pilot, flying the B-29 
Superfortress, in World War II.  
He is also retired from Prudential  
Financial, where he worked as an 

insurance agent and was a member 
of the Presidents Club. A member 
of Kappa Phi Kappa fraternity and 
Epsilon Pi Tau industrial arts honor 
society at Oswego, August earned 
a master’s in public administration  
at Syracuse University. August and 
his wife, Betty Jane, have three chil-
dren, five grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. They live in 
Bradenton, Fla.

Hilda Gertler Shainis ’50 is a 
retired educator and resides with 
her husband, Murray, in Bayside. 
They have three children and three 
grandchildren. The vice president 
of the Daughters of the Wilted  
Wallet writes that her favorite  
Oswego memory is the “Great  
Blizzard” in winter 1947. “School 

was closed many days, and we 
walked around on snowshoes.” After  
Oswego, Hilda earned two master’s 
degrees and now enjoys reading, 
travel and her grandchildren.

Glenn Thompson ’50 is retired 
from the New York State School for 
the Blind and resides in Goodrich, 
Mich. The Delta Kappa brother 
fondly remembers lunches with 
friends in “Mungeon’s Dungeon.” 
He is active in Lions International. 

Charles Trabold ’50 writes, “I 
am traveling a lot, including trips to 
Europe, Asia, the Mideast, Central 
and South America. Also, I am com-
peting in wood shows in the North-
east with my original furniture and 
other pieces. I am very interested to 
hear from old friends.”

Class Notes Call us at: 315-312-2258
E-mail us at: alumni@oswego.edu
Fax us at: 315-312-5570
Visit our Web site at:
oswego.edu/alumni
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He may Have been a professional 
career counselor, but Robert Babcock ’49 
never really planned his own career. “it 
happened,” he says, with “things falling 
together.”

That uncharted path saw a young 
man who almost dropped out of oswego 
as a 17-year-old freshman about to be put 
on academic probation go on to become 
a respected faculty member at an ivy 
league university. There he inspires others 
to study, work hard and forge successful 
careers of their own. 

bob’s road to a professorship at Cornell 
University had many twists and turns. 

an early job teaching elementary 
school gave bob a chance to integrate ia 
techniques into all his classes, earning him 
coverage in Life magazine. The children built 
stage sets for their language arts classes 
and constructed a child-sized house, learning 
fractions as they cut wood.

bob earned a master’s from new york 
University in elementary school adminis-
tration, and wrote a book with the late 
professor emeritus Carl Gerbracht on 
Industrial Arts for Grades K-6, which was 
used as a text for teacher training classes. 

The late Robert Helsby ’40, then-chair 
of ia at oswego, invited him to join the fac-
ulty at his alma mater. “That pug?” asked 
[legendary librarian] Helen Hager, using a 
slang term for the young wrestler, when 
she heard he was teaching at oswego. “she 
used to kick me out of the library for mak-
ing too much noise,” bob says with a laugh.

bob became director of elementary 
education industrial arts and devised a 
course required for every aspiring elemen-
tary teacher at oswego. 

as adviser to students in the program, 
he noticed they came to him not just with 
questions about courses, but with life issues 
as well. That led to bob earning a doctorate 
in counseling psychology from Cornell. He 
would get up at 4 a.m. and go down to the 
basement to work on his dissertation, and 
then come to campus to teach a full day. 

bob would go on to teach at West 
virginia University and in 1969 he joined 
Cornell, eventually becoming director  
of career counseling and professor of  
community service education. 

although he retired in 1994, the  
professor emeritus still works every day 
on the Cornell campus, serving as faculty 
adviser for groups like the sphinx Head 
senior honor society and best buddies, 
which matches Cornell students as men-
tors for children with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 

running 21 marathons in recent years, 
from boston and new york to berlin, rome, 
paris and Honolulu, bob enjoys the twists 
and turns of the road. He also relishes the 
twists his life path has taken, and looks  
forward to the next bend in that road.  l

— michele reed

Professor Guided by Peculiar Path 

Robert Babcock ’49 visits sheldon Hall, where 
he began an academic career that would lead 
him to an ivy-league professorship. 
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Richard Nostrant ’51 is retired 
from teaching at Ohio University and 
is the treasurer for the OU Emeriti 
Association. He and his wife, Ruth, 
have four children and eight grand-
children. The Delta Kappa brother at 
Oswego remembers, “I had an Army 
surplus tow truck. During winters, 
we got a workout and [had] fun.” 

Natalie Ringer Tatz ’51 keeps 
busy working in the creative arts, 
including painting, stained glass 
and sculpture. She writes, “My five 
grandchildren have different inter-
ests: engineering, art design, finance, 
law, Army. My grandson in Iraq was 
awarded the Bronze Star medal.”

Sheila Greene Bellen ’53 of New 
York City writes, “I go to Florida every 
February to celebrate my son, grand-
son and brother’s birthdays. While 
there, I get to get together with Gloria 
Rankell Rudolf ’53 and spend a great 
afternoon boring her poor husband 
reminiscing about our years at Os-
wego. I live near Lincoln Center, have 
just gone on Facebook and would 
love to hear from former classmates.”

Sylvia “Sunny” Nessman- 
Milch ’54 and Ed Milch have settled 
in Delray Beach, Fla., where they 
enjoy lolling, peppered with visits 
from their Northern families, includ-
ing four grandsons and a first grand-
daughter, Flora Elis. The Milches 
also have been in touch with many  
Floridians from the Class of ’54. 

Iris Toback Arnold ’55 cur-
rently resides in New Jersey and loves 
the retirement lifestyle with her six 
children and 13 grandchildren. The 
1969 Mother of the Year now enjoys 
volunteering.

Dr. Jerome “Jerry” Rosenberg 
’55 currently resides in New Jersey. 
He is a professor emeritus of psy-
chology and a psychoanalyst. At Os-
wego, he was president of the Student 
Recreational Association group and 
vice president of Hillel, as well as par-

ticipating in band, orchestra and the 
radio station. 

Oliver N. Simonsen Jr. ’55 is 
retired from Canajoharie Central 
School, where he served as elementa-
ry school principal. The Delta Kappa 
Gamma brother enjoyed participat-
ing in Symphonic Choir and Men’s 
Glee Club at Oswego. He and his 
wife, Virginia, have three children 
and eight grandchildren.

Don Wilcott ’57 currently is a 
developer for Edwards Mansion in 
Redlands, Calif. A favorite Oswego 
memory for this Delta Kappa Kappa 
brother is “frat life.” A member of the 
Lakers basketball team as a student, 
Don currently enjoys tennis and golf. 

Carl Benninghoff ’59 resides 
in Sarasota, Fla. He is a retired  
elementary school principal, who 
earned his master’s at Rutgers  
University. He and his wife,  
Roberta Pedersen Benninghoff ’60, 
have three children and eight grand- 
children.

Larry ’59 and Janette Scott 
Corey ’60 are living in Castorland. 

They have three daughters and eight 
grandchildren. Both retired, the 
couple owns and maintains vaca-
tion properties in Chaumont. Janette  
enjoys spending time with her grand-
children, reading and attending  
concerts. Larry enjoys boating,  
kayaking and voluteering.
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Charles Casler ’60 is retired 
and resides in Sandy Creek. The 
Sigma Gamma brother writes that  
his favorite Oswego memory is 
“pledge week.” He and his wife, 
Donna, have three children and  
three grandchildren.

Donald J. Daly ’60 is a pho-
tographer in Bradenton, Fla. He is 
president of Diversity: The Voices of 
Sarasota. 

Mary Canale Ghent ’60 is re-
tired and living in Florida. She enjoys 
“reading, scrapbooking, and music.” 
She and her husband, William, have 
three children and four grandchil-
dren. Mary was active in the New-
man Club, Debate Club, the news-
paper and Theta Chi Rho at Oswego. 
“I remember the year, 1957?, when 
it snowed for eight days straight and 
the college was closed for four days 
— unheard of at that time!”

Suzanne Lechner Goetz ’60 is 
retired and living in Rochester. She 
earned her master’s in library science 
at University of Buffalo. At Oswego, 
she was active in the Newman Club 
and Alpha Sigma Chi and fondly  
remembers Greek games, snow 
sculptures and wonderful friends. 
Suzanne and her husband, John, 
have five children and 10 grandchil-
dren. Now she enjoys reading, travel 
and volunteering. 

Cynthia Morey Markovitz ’60 
is a substitute teacher at Westhill 
High School in Syracuse, where 
she resides with her husband,  
William. She earned her master’s  
at the University of Hawaii in  
Honolulu, where she was an Asian 
Studies Fellow. She was also a Ful-
bright Fellow to the University of the 
Americas in Mexico City and was a 
member of the Experiment in Inter-
national Living in Switzerland and 
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Handy Dentist Cut His Teeth at Oswego
as a CHild, DR. JoHn 
McIntyRe ’54 was 
always tinkering, fixing 
his bike and other things 
around the house. This love 
of working with his hands 
led him to an industrial arts 
degree at oswego, followed 
by a successful career as 
a dentist in Westchester 
County. 

after a stint in the 
U.s. army, John became 
an industrial arts teacher 
in patchogue. He received 
his doctor of dental sur-
gery degree at fairleigh 
dickinson University in 
1963 under the G.i. bill.

His oswego ia train-
ing came in handy. When 
he hung up his shingle in 
elmsford, John did all the 
inside construction for his 
dental offices himself. people 
would stop by to see what 

was going on. They became 
his first patients, followed by 
many more as John developed 
a practice that lasted 35 years 
until his retirement in 1998.

He was a respected col-
league, teaching other den-
tists at Columbia University. 
He was active in the ninth 
district dental association 
and served on its board of 
directors.

The group awarded him 
its d. austin sniffen medal 
of Honor in 2006.

John and his wife, 
marie, raised four suc-
cessful children: marie and 
Joanne, both attorneys; 
John, a neuroradiologist 
who teaches at dartmouth; 
and robert, a hedge-fund 

trader.
“i loved being a dentist; 

you can do good for people all 
day long. it was a great life, 
and it all started here,” John 
said while visiting campus for 
reunion 2009.  l

— michele reed

John McIntyre ’54 parlayed a love 
of working with his hands and help-
ing people, along with an oswego ia 
degree, into a 35-year career as a 
dentist. 
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England. She received the Outstand-
ing Teacher Award at Nottingham 
High School in Syracuse in 1990.  
A favorite Oswego memory of  
Cynthia’s is living with her room-
mate Celia Majka Fedor ’60.

Michael Rinko Jr. ’60 is a retiree 
enjoying “bicycling and travel.” The 
Psi Phi brother participated in horse-
back riding and the swimming and 
bowling teams at Oswego. He earned 
his master’s at SUNY Albany.

Don Capron ’64 recently sold 
his real estate holdings to an In-
donesian company and headed to 
Arizona, “where you don’t have to 
shovel rain,” he wrote. Don says hello 
to Tom Sobik ’64, “a great guy in the 
Class of  ’64.”

Mary Lou Streeter Lee ’65 pres-
ently resides in Groton with her hus-
band, James. The couple has two sons 
and three granddaughters. Mary Lou 
is retired and occasionally works as 
a substitute teacher. A member of 
the Choralaires at Oswego, she still  
enjoys musical activities as well as 

reading and volunteer activities in 
her community and church. 

Carl Morin ’65 resides in Fresh 
Meadows. After Oswego, he earned 
his master’s at Wayne State Uni-
versity and a real property admin-
istrator certificate from New York 
University. He is retired from the 
New York City Public Schools and 
enjoys fishing, hunting, hiking and 
kayaking. He remembers working 
for food service and cleaning the 
Student Union snack bar. 

Karen Miller Bromley ’66 was 
appointed to the board of directors of 
the International Reading Association. 
Her term ends in 2012.

Stuart L. May ’66 is a financial 
advisor and senior vice president for 
Wells Fargo Advisors in Charleston, 
W.Va., where he resides with his wife, 
Susan. He holds a master’s in public 
administration and a juris doctor de-
gree. The Sig Tau brother at Oswego 
now enjoys fishing and kayaking. 

Jim Cushman ’67 recently be-
came administrator of the Calvary 
Christian School of Belton, S.C. After 
Oswego, he earned advanced degrees 
from Bob Jones University in South 
Carolina and Maranatha College in 
Wisconsin.

Donald A. Juckett ’67 has been 
appointed chairman of the board for 
the Houston-based Far East Energy 
Corp. He has served on their board 
since 2004. He currently holds the 
position of founding director of the 
American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists in Washington, D.C. 
At his retirement from the United 
States Department of Energy, Don 
held the position of director of the 
Office of Natural Gas and Petro-
leum Import and Export Activities 
for Fossil Energy. He managed a 
portfolio of international projects, 
including bilateral agreements with 
China, Russia, Venezuela, Ukraine, 
Bangladesh and Mexico. He earned 
his doctorate at SUNY Albany.  

Hildegarde Winterscheidt 
Ziegler ’67 married Fred W. Seiler 
IV Oct. 10. The couple resides in  
Ossining.

Phil Clift ’68 is retired from 
teaching chemistry at Central 
Square High School. He recently 
has been earning recognition for 
his photography. For the past two 
years, he has taken third place in the 
Amateur Color Photo Division at 
the New York State Fair’s Art Show. 
His 2009 winning shot was “Morn-
ing at Lake Neathawanta” and in 
2008, “Boys Adventure” won the 
prize. He has also won accolades for 
his photography at the Fulton Art 
Association’s annual Member Show 
and the Lakeside Statewide Region-
al Competition, sponsored by the 
Art Association of Oswego. 

Martin Salamack ’68 lives with 
his wife, Deborah, in Middletown, 
where he also works as a psychologist. 
He earned his master’s in psychology 
at SUNY New Paltz and his doctor-
ate at the University of Missouri at  
Columbia. At Oswego, he was a 
member of Beta Tau Epsilon.

Robert Conrad ’69 currently 
is retired from Brockport Central 
School District, where he served as 
assistant superintendent. 
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James “Doc” Ellison ’70 re-
tired in October after 29 years in 
labor relations with Georgia-Pacific,  
preceded by Textron and the  
National Intelligence Academy. He 
is taking up residence at his win-
ter quarters in Yucatan, Mexico. 
The former Student Association 
treasurer, Funnelle Hall resident  
assistant and conservative col-
umnist for the Oswegonian from 
1967 to 1970. Doc writes he is 
looking forward to his 40th class  
reunion at Oswego in June.

Linda Bean Torchia ’70 cur-
rently resides in Florida. She is  
retired from Greece Central School 
District, where she worked as a 
school psychologist. The Pi Delta 
Chi sister at Oswego earned her 
master’s in educational psychology  
at the University of Southern  
California and her Certificate of 
Advanced Studies at Oswego. 

Winston Harrell ’71 writes, 
“I am currently employed at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs in 
Columbus, Ohio, as a social worker 
MSW. [I’ve] been with the VA for 
over 20 years [and] worked for 10 
years at the Canandaigua VA before 
transferring to Columbus. My son 
Winston T. Jr. recently married. He 
resides in Tacoma, Wash. I still sing 
as a hobby. [I] miss Rudy’s.”

Nader Maroun ’71 was elected 
to the District 5 seat of the Syracuse 
Common Council in November.  
He works in corporate relations at 
Bart-Rich Enterprises.

Mary-Etta Schneider ’71 is 
retired from banking and lives in 
Massachusetts, where she devotes  
her time in service to non-profits.  
She is currently president of the 
board of trustees for Historic Hugue-
not Street, an organization celebrat-
ing the history of New Paltz.

William Waligunda ’71 resides 
in Sunrise, Fla. At Oswego, he wres-
tled and played soccer.

John Bulina ’72 is a senior ad-
junct professor at Nova Southeastern 
University.

Jeffrey R. Dehn ’72 is the presi-
dent of the Berkley North Pacific 
Group in Greenwich, Conn. He has 
more than 34 years of experience in 
the insurance and financial services 
industries, more than 25 of which 
were focused in the Pacific North-
west market. He earned his MBA at 
City University in Seattle.
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members of alpha delta eta’s Class of 1964 have been returning to sUny 
oswego every five years since 1969. Joan Louden-Black ’64 said since 
everyone couldn’t make it for oswego’s official reunion Weekend in June, 
2009, 10 sisters met up in saratoga springs in July. 

pictured front, from left, are nancy Hale ’64, Karen Kunkel-Moldt ’64 
and Adrienne “cookie” Potashman Denmark-Desbiens ’64; middle 
row, from left, Penny Hilpman cronin ’64, carol Smith Doogan ’64, 
Heather Huested McManus ’64 and Joan; back row, from left, Susan 
carroll Morton ’64, Veronica ”Ronnie” Giavinco Purdy ’64 and Joanne 
Hitchcock Mead ’64.
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Maryjeanne Lamb Schaff- 
meyer ’72 was named vice presi-
dent of operations by ThedaCare 
at Appleton Medical Center in 
Wisconsin. She will oversee AMC’s 
inpatient care including its medi-
cal, intensive care, medical/surgical 
nursing and cardiac nursing units, 
as well as emergency services and 
clinical nutrition. She earned her 
master’s in speech, language and 
reading at Lehman College in the 
Bronx. She taught and supervised 
graduate students at University of 
Wisconsin – Oshkosh. 

Lois Carter Schlissel ’72 was 
elected to the Adelphi Univer-
sity Board of Trustees in October. 
A managing attorney of Meyer, 
Suozzi, English & Klein, Lois will 
serve on the academic affairs and 
finance and administration com-
mittees of the board. She has 
earned numerous accolades dur-
ing her career, including being 
named Woman Achiever Against 
the Odds by the Long Island Fund 
for Women and Girls in 2002. The 
Long Island Center for Business and 
Professional Women presented her 
with the Women Achievers Award 
in law in 2003.

Al W. Whitehurst ’73 is a senior 
medical representative for Otsuka 
Pharmaceutical, living in Valencia, 
Calif. A basketball, baseball and foot-
ball player as an undergrad, his favor-
ite Oswego memory is winning the 
basketball Max Ziel Classic in 1971. 
He went on to earn a master’s at 
Alaska Pacific University in Anchor-

age. He and his wife, Joanie, have  
two children and one grandchild. 

Robert Jeffers ’73 was appointed 
by the Hagerstown-Washington 
County Economic Development 
Commission to the board of direc-
tors as an at-large representative. 

Sharon B. Colwell Lane ’73 has 
been recognized by the Cambridge 
Who’s Who for her excellence in all 
aspects of adult education as an adult 
education specialist for Jefferson-
Lewis BOCES.

Peter ’74 and Joan Crumb 
Dougall ’74 are both retired from 
teaching. They split their time  
between Florida and the Thousand 
Islands region of New York. They 
met at Oswego, where Peter was a 
member of Sigma Tau Chi and Joan 
of Phi Lambda Phi. The couple, who 
met at Bucklands, now enjoy golfing, 
cruises, bicycling, fishing and travel-
ing. They have two children, includ-
ing Julie Dougall Slate ’04.

Richard Jay-Alexander ’74 
was hired by Hollywood Bowl to 
stage a concert adaptation of “Guys  
and Dolls.” He produced Barbara 
Streisand’s new album, “Love is 
the Answer,” and a new album for 
Melora Hardin of TV’s “The Office.” 
As Bernadette Peters’ performance 
director, he helped her with two  
Australian concerts that were filmed 
for television and DVD. 

Jack Kaplan ’74 is currently re-
siding in Syracuse and is a computer 
scientist for the U.S. Air Force Rome 
Research Labs. He and his wife,  
Judith, have four children and three 
grandchildren. Jack enjoys fishing, 
coaching and umpiring. 

Patrick Mulcahy ’74 lives in 
Arnold, Md., where he works as a 
loan officer for the Capital Mort-
gage Finance Corp.  

Dr. Colleen Enwright O’Leary 
’74 was among the few Upstate 
Medical University faculty members 
to receive a Gold Standard Award. 
She is a professor of anesthesiology.

Howard Shapiro ’74 retired 
from WTVT-TV in Tampa, Fla., in 
October. He was a meteorologist at 
the station for 35 years. He plans to 

Stay on Campus for Harborfest
alumni can stay on campus for the annual city of oswego festival.  
on-campus housing will be available for alumni who wish to 
relive their favorite oswego memories by attending this year’s 
Harborfest, July 22 to 25. 

alumni will be housed in Hart Hall according to class year, 
with a maximum of two adults per room. alumni may begin 
checking in Thursday, July 22, at 2 p.m. and must check out by 
sunday, July 25, at 11 a.m.

There is an early-bird special of $60 per night for those mak-
ing reservations on or before July 16. reservations made after 
July 16 will be $65 per night. for those registering by July 16, 
refrigerators will be available upon request for an additional $10 
for the weekend. mattresses for children 16 years and younger 
will also be available to rent for $10 for the weekend. linens for 
beds and towels will be supplied. The Centro bus will be running a 
convenient shuttle service from campus to the festival grounds.

don’t miss the opportunity to attend this exciting oswego  
tradition! 

To make reservations contact allison Craine at allison.
craine@oswego.edu or visit oswego.edu/alumni/harborfest. 

To register for Harborfest Housing you will need to register 
for OsweGoConnect. Your unique security code to enter the  
community is the 9-digit ID number located above your address 
on the mailing label of this magazine. You will only need this the 
first time you enter and then you will choose your own personal 
password.

Neat Meet Up
lasT oCTober, professor emeriTUs 
edWard a. THibaUlT celebrated his 70th 
birthday at lunch in new york City with his for-
mer advisee and work-study program student 
assistant, Linda G. Maryanov ’76, with whom 
he reconnected via the internet. They got 
together at her law office, after not having set 
eyes on each other for 33 years. even though 
they last saw one another on linda’s gradua-
tion day, linda reports it was as though they 
had picked up their conversation in mid-sen-
tence. Thibault was chair of the public justice 
program. linda is hoping that there will be a 
large turnout of pJ majors at reunion Weekend 
June 10 to 13.  l

professor emeritus edward a. Thibault and Linda 
G. Maryanov ’76 reconnected at the law offices 
of Zimmerman and maryanov in new york City to 
celebrate Thibault’s 70th birthday.
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travel the western United States with 
his wife, Gail.

Josephine Manasseri Adams 
’75 retired from Watertown City 
Schools, where she was a reading 
consultant. The Phi Lambda Phi 
sister now enjoys kayaking, hiking, 
gardening and golfing. She and her 
husband, Michael, have three chil-
dren and three grandchildren. 

Steven Grossman ’75 was 
named executive director/CEO of 
Jacksonville Aviation Authority in 

Florida. He joined the JAA after 
working as director of aviation at 
Oakland International Airport in 
California. 

Erin McQuiston ’75 writes, 
“On Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2009, 
Chris Steinorth Wyant ’75 and I 
celebrated our retirement at the 
Pleasant Beach Hotel in Fair Haven. 
This was the same place we had cel-
ebrated the beginning of our careers 
in education, more than 30 years 
earlier. At the time, Chris was teach-

ing in Sodus and I was teaching in 
Hannibal. The celebration began 
with visits to Fair Haven State Park 
and the Fly-By-Night Cookie Co., 
and ended with a long lunch on the 
deck at Pleasant Beach.”

Fran Venezia ’75 assumed prin-
cipal duties at Alston Ridge Elemen-
tary, a new school in the Raleigh, 
N.C., area. She previously served 
13 years as principal of Farmington 
Woods Elementary in Cary, N.C.

Gerald C. Terwilliger Jr. ’76 is 
an agent for New York Life in Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., where he lives with his 
wife, Karen. The couple has four 
children and  nine grandchildren. At 
Oswego, Gerald participated in the 
Order of Prometheus for veterans.  
Now he enjoys golf, barbershop  
singing and the Optimist Club.

Mark Andersen ’77 writes he 
retired after 31 years of teaching. He 
resides in Merrifield, Va.

Paul Etu ’77 retired from private 
practice in 2007 and became one of 
the first full-time licensed psycholo-
gist/psychiatric examiners appointed 
by the New York State Office of  
Mental Health Forensics Division. He 
works in the Bureau of Sex Offender 
Evaluation and Treatment. Certified 
in both neuropsychology and disabil-
ity analysis, Paul is a fellow in clinical  
psychology through the American 
Board of Forensic Examiners, a  
diplomate in sports psychology with 
the National Institute of Sports and  
a member of the Commission on  
Forensic Education.

Thomas J. Knox ’77 joined 
the United Service Organization in  
December 2008 as the vice president 
of major gifts and planning.

Thomas Krinke ’77 is an air 
quality compliance officer for the 
state of Idaho’s Department of 
Environmental Quality. His fa-
vorite Oswego memory is “ninth 
floor parties at Onondaga Hall.” 
He played football and intramural 
sports at Oswego. Now he enjoys 
white water rafting, camping, gar-
dening and refereeing high school 
football games. Tom and his wife, 
Rosana, have one child. 

Don Levine ’78 performs with 
the North Shore Symphony Orches-
tra as a member of the percussion 
section. A senior guidance coun-
selor at Transit Tech High School in 
Brooklyn, Don recently performed 
with jazz guitarist Gene Bertoncini 

and Chuck Mangione reed player 
Chris Vadala at the Jazz Vermont and 
Tritone Jazz festivals.

Lori Newman Cohen ’79 was 
elected to the Conversion Services 
International Board of Directors. The 
CSI named her president and CEO. 
She had served 13 years as vice presi-
dent of technology at CSI. 

Daniel M. Murphy ’79 is the 
head of the criminal law department 
at Denver Law firm, Zodrow, PC. 
He is a regular on KUSA-TV’s “Law 
Line 9,” a free consumer legal advice 
hotline show. He has also judged 
multiple “moot court” competitions 
for both Denver University Law and 
University of Colorado Law School in 
the past 12 years. Daniel says hello to 
Maureen Childs ’79. 

Patty Jones Oughterson ’79 
was recently appointed principal 
for Oswego High School. She is the  
second female principal in the 
school’s history. 

Nicholas Savin ’79 is the newly 
appointed superintendent of the 
Otsego-Northern Catskills Board of 
Cooperative Educational Services. 
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Joan Reinhart Cear ’80 was 
appointed president of the New York 
Women in Communications Foun-
dation Board of Directors this fall. A 
managing director at G.S. Schwartz & 
Co., Joan will guide the development 
of student-oriented communications 
career education programs, the New 
York Women in Communications’ 
scholarship program and fundraising 
initiatives in her volunteer role on the 
board. She has served as the board’s 
co-vice president of student affairs 
since 2004 and been a member of the 
foundation for 10 years.

Linda A. Kinney Hill ’80 was 
appointed corporate controller and 
chief accounting officer of Cumulus 
Media Inc., the second largest radio 
broadcast company in the United 
States based on station count. Prior 
to joining Cumulus, she worked 
at GateHouse Media and Eastman 
Kodak Co. She earned her Certificate 
in Accounting from St. John Fisher 
College.

Summer Break
iT Had been 30 years sinCe carol orlando castelli ’79, 
Liz nanni Sara ’79, Karen Marks ogborn ’83 and Dawn 
Krupiarz ’79 joined together as a group on the campus where 
their friendship began. The foursome reunited in July, spending 
time at dawn’s home on oneida lake and Cayuga Hall, the home 
they shared as students at oswego. They spent an afternoon  
visiting and reminiscing in town and on campus, liz wrote.

pictured here on oneida lake are, from left: dawn, Karen, 
liz and Carol. 

dawn resides in oneida with her husband, rick Kinsella, 
and their 14-year-old daughter. dawn works as the drug 
treatment coordinator for madison County Courts.

Karen is supervisor of credit and collections at st. mary’s 
Hospital in amsterdam, where she resides. she has four chil-
dren, ages 11 to 27.

liz is an angel investor, adjunct professor, philanthropist 
and founder of a Washington d.C.-area marketing and public 
relations firm. she previously co-founded the software com-
pany spaceWorks and held key positions at america online, 
United press international and lexisnexis.

Carol works as a guidance counselor at a private school  
in southern new Jersey. she and her husband, paul, have  
two children.  l
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David W. Jodlowski ’80 is a cer-
tified public accountant working at 
Bonadio Group as a manager in the 
tax-exempt and small business advi-
sory groups in its Syracuse office.

Richard Lashley ’80 was elected 
to the board of directors for State 
Bank of Long Island parent com-
pany State Bancorp in October. He is 
the co-founder and co-owner of PL 
Capital, an investment management 
and advisory firm specializing in the 
banking industry since 1995.

Frank R. Anderson ’81 was 
elected to the Fifth Ward seat on the 
Rome, N.Y., Common Council in 
November. He is a senior litigation 
specialist for MetLife.

Robin Annexstein ’81 resides in 
Lancashire, United Kingdom. 

Mark Cuppernull ’81 recently 
was named market president for 
Central New York by Bank of  
America. He joined the bank in 2004.

Bruce Parker ’81 was appoint-
ed senior vice president of global 

life insurance for Pan-American 
Life Insurance group in December. 
He is responsible for all individual 
life insurance business in Latin 
America. A member of both the 
executive management and senior 
management committees, Bruce 
serves as chairman of Pan-American 
International Insurance Corp. and 
Pan-American Assurance Co. In-
ternational. He previously served 
as president, chief executive officer 
and chairman of Old Mutual US Life.

Donna Goldsmith ’82, chief 
operating officer of World Wrestling 
Entertainment, was included in a 
Forbes magazine article titled “The 
Most Powerful Women in Sports” in 
October.

Ron Kurtz ’82 works as a chief 
financial officer in Boston, where 
he lives with his wife, Cheryl, a reg-
istered nurse. Their 17-year-old 
daughter, Kathryn, is a varsity swim-
mer and 14-year-old son, Kyle, a 
middle school hockey player. Ron 

says hello to alumni of Oneida Hall, 
where he served as resident assistant 
from 1980 to 1982, the happiest years 
of his life. He invites alumni visiting 
Boston to drop him a line at rckurtz@
comcast.net.

James Patterson ’82 was named 
vice president of academic affairs and 
chief academic officer for Centenary 
College Aug. 1. A member of the 
Hackettstown, N.J., college faculty 
since 2001, James was named Teach-
er of the Year in 2004. He lives with 
his wife, Carol Hahn Patterson ’82, 
in Saylorsburg, Pa.

Lauren Weixler ’82 retired 
from the Nassau County Police  
Department after 20 years of ser-
vice. Lauren is now enjoying life 
after work in a log home that she de-
signed in the mountains of western 
North Carolina.

Juan Da Silva ’83 was appointed 
sales director for Latin and South 
America at Advanced Vision Tech-
nology, the world’s leading supplier 

of automatic optical inspection and 
quality assurance systems for the 
printing industry. He is headquar-
tered in Kissimmee, Fla.

Robert P. Garrett ’83 was 
named New York office managing 
partner for KPMG, an audit, tax and 
advisory firm, in December. He is re-
sponsible for more than 3,000 part-
ners and professionals in the audit, 
tax and advisory firm. A recent grad-
uate of the David Rockefeller Fellow-
ship program with the Partnership 
for New York City, Robert has more 
than 20 years of experience in the  
financial services industry.

Larry Goldman ’83 was named 
to the board of directors by the 
China Advanced Construction Ma-
terials Group, a large provider of 
ready-mix concrete and other relat-
ed services in China. The CPA will 
head the audit committee. 

Lela Katzman ’83 and Jonathan 
Koppel ’83 moved their son Zach 
Koppel ’13 into his residence hall at 
SUNY Oswego last fall. Lela writes, 
“Zach entered 30 years after I started 
at Oswego and, if all goes well, will 
graduate 30 years after me.”

Paris Finke Loesch ’83, senior 
vice president of North America 
sales and marketing with WPP/TNS 
Media, writes, “Living in N.C., but 
traveling weekly across the U.S. to 
meet with my clients and teams. Very 
grateful for my three special children 
and husband (Roger).”

John L. Michalski ’83 was 
re-appointed last summer for a 
full nine-year term as judge of the  
New York State Court of Claims and 
acting State Supreme Court justice,  
a role he was first appointed to in 
July 2006. 

Diana Jones Nygard ’83 is a 
teacher and contributes to Associated 
Content, a Web site for self publish-
ing. Diana writes that her articles are 
available at associatedcontent.com/
user/608379/diana_nygard.

Mary E. Puckett Rain ’83 re-
cently was named a public defender 
for St. Lawrence County. She previ-
ously served as an Oswego County 
prosecutor. 

Gail Sheldon ’83 currently 
resides in Oneonta, Ala. She is the 
director of Oneonta Public Library, 
which has received the honor of 
Blue Ribbon library, the highest  
library award in the state. 
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Oswego Was Tee for Executive’s Career
Gene PIzzoLAto ’81 devel-
oped the drive to make a 
career in television as a stu-
dent at oswego. it put him 
on a course that finds him on 
the leaderboard at the Golf 
Channel, a network he helped 
launch in the mid-1990s.

“for me it was a gradual 
evolution to something i was 
passionate about — television 
and sports,” says Gene, who 
today serves as chief operat-
ing officer for new media ven-
tures at the Golf Channel.

The cutting edge is com-
fortable space for Gene, who 
credits the late professor 
emeritus lewis b. o’donnell, 
current interim dean of 
Communication, media and 
the arts Fritz Messere ’71 
and professor nola Heidlebaugh 
for his academic foundation.

“in 1981, i thought the 
broadcasting and communi-
cations program was ahead 
of its day,” says Gene, who 
remains friends with class-

mates J. Kelly Harrington ’81, 
Steve Leblang ’81, Dan 
Parascondola ’82 and Steve 
Licardi ’81.

Gene began his career in 
ad sales with petry Television 
and mmT. from there, he 
went to the regional sports 
division of Cablevision and 
eventually joined the Golf 
Channel as senior vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing.

When the network 
launched in 1995, it was 
one of the first of its kind: a 
24-hour channel dedicated to 
a single sport, and an unpopu-

lar sport at that.
“since then, golf has really 

moved to the center stage 
and become a part of popular 
culture,” Gene says. The new 
media he oversees now is also 
a much bigger part of the 
business than it was even two 
years ago.

The Golf Channel has 
been growing a Web site that 
encourages participation by 
and interaction with its view-
ers through the instruction, 
equipment and even course 
and travel information.

Gene, who spent five years 
leading business develop-
ment for nbC-owned stations 
as senior vice president of 
sales for the network before 
returning to the Golf Channel 
in 2002, embraces the ever-
changing landscape of his 
field.

“There’s a lot of enjoy-
ment in doing something you 
believe in,” he says.  l

— shane m. liebler

Gene Pizzolato ’81
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Mary Fussa Mitchell ’73 tells 
the story of high school guidance 
counselor Kate Cavanaugh in the 
novel Americans in Space. The 
main character struggles to put 
her family back together after 
the passing of her husband. st. 
martin’s press, 2009.

Richard Meo ’79 reflects on 
his career in the new york fire 
department with anecdotes, 
including his 9/11 experience, in 
My Turn on the Fire Lines: A  
22 Year Manhattan Firefighting 
Journey. meo joined the depart-
ment in 1980, retiring as a cap-
tain in 2003. Trafford, 2009.

musician Joanie Madden 
Mason ’80 and her irish music 
group, Cherish the ladies, released 
a Christmas album titled A Star 
in the East. madden also collabo-
rated with three other musicians 
on an album called Pride of New 
York. big mammy records, 2009, 
and Compass records, 2009.

Dave “Agarn” crisafulli ’81 
reflects on life lessons and the 
Upstate new york experience in 
his autobiography, Good Enough. 
a member of the oswego state 
baseball Hall of fame, Crisafulli 
briefly achieved his dream of play-
ing professional ball as a minor 
leaguer before ending his career 
in 1982. His entire biography is 
available at baseballagarn.com. 
publish america, 2009.

Join a minivan-driving mom as 
she suddenly finds herself in the 
throes of a metaphysical midlife 
awakening with a well-known 
classic rock band in I Found All 
the Parts: Healing the Soul 
Through Rock ‘n’ Roll. Laura 
Faeth ’85 writes about her 
experience with alchemy, Tarot, 
psychic readings, secret societies, 
buddy ebsen dance moves, past 
lives and other esoteric by-ways 
in this mystical musical adventure. 
Wyatt-macKenzie, 2008.

in her debut novel, therese 
Heavey Walsh ’91 introduces 
readers to maeve leahy, an 
accomplished professor of lan-
guages and former musical prodigy 
who is tortured by the tragic loss 
of her twin sister, moira. The 
Last Will of Moira Leahy weaves 
romance and mystery in telling the 
emotional story. shay areheart 
books, 2009.

Professor emeritus Lewis 
Putnam turco, an award-winning 
author and founder of the oswego 
Creative Writing program, explores 
his personal life through memoirs  
and poems in La Famiglia. 
bordighera press, 2009.

Alumni Bookshelf
This column celebrates the publishing success of Oswego alumni authors, illustrators and recording artists.  

Please keep us informed about new books and CDs by requesting that your publisher or distributor send a  

copy for the Oswego Alumni Bookshelf at King Alumni Hall.

Roberta Grode Berkowitz ’84, 
president of National Law Enforce-
ment Supply, was chosen by the 
Albany-Colonie Chamber of Com-
merce as a 2009 Women of Excel-
lence award recipient. She was the 
highest ranked in the category of 
“Excellence in Management” for 
companies with one to 99 employ-
ees. She has been married for 21 
years to Ned Berkowitz ’85 and is 
the mother of a 19-year-old daugh-
ter and 16-year-old son. 

Kevin McCluskey ’84 joined the 
Everything Channel events team as 
sales director, based in the company’s 
Framingham, Mass., office.

Daniel Shea ’84 received the 
McGraw-Hill Award for Scholar-
ship and Teaching on Civic Engage-
ment in Political Science. The award, 
which is given by the Political Science 

Education section of the American 
Political Science Association, recog-
nizes political scientists who advance 
civic engagement. Daniel is a profes-
sor and founder of the Center for 
Political Participation at Allegheny 
College in Meadville, Pa.

Terri Smith ’84 was named 
chief academic officer to over-
see curriculum and instruction 
throughout the nine-school Algiers 
Charter Schools Association in New 
Orleans, La.

Carol Kearney Block ’85 is a 
historian for Woodward Parkway  
Elementary in Farmingdale, where 

she attends school events, photo-
graphs them, and writes articles that 
she sends to local newspapers. Her 
favorite Oswego memory is “having 
fun at ‘the cliffs’ with friends and 
listening to music at ‘The Wheel.’” 

Jonathan Riven ’86 writes, “I 
have left substance abuse counsel-
ing to take a part-time position 
with the VA as a psychology tech-
nician. Currently, I am working as 
a research assistant in a large study 
of veterans from Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom who have been diagnosed 
with cognitive difficulties.” In addi-
tion, Jonathan is working on a play 
about explorer Henry Hudson, for 
whom New York’s Hudson River 
is named. Jonathan writes, acts and 
directs with the Bedford Players and 
Classic Theatre Guild in Albany.

Col. Mark Stryker ’86 took 
command of the New York Army 
National Guard’s 42nd Combat 
Aviation Brigade in November.  
A 26-year veteran of the Army  
Reserve and the National Guard, 
Mark works as a pilot for the New 
York State Police. As a student at 
Oswego, he participated in the 
ROTC program. Mark lives in  
Alexander with his wife, Mary, and 
three children.

Lisa Valentine ’86 is creat-
ing mobile applications, consumer 
promotions, and social marketing 
campaigns on Facebook and Twitter 
for her clients at AlterSeekers. “Hi to 
all my Oneida Hall and Playground 
friends!” Lisa wrote. 

Phil Cleary ’87 was named the 
2009 North Syracuse Central School 
District Teacher of the Year. He is a 
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preschool special education teacher 
at the Main Street School.

Gordon Parkhurst ’87 recent-
ly was hired as human resources 
supervisor for Enable of CNY in 
Syracuse. He previously worked as 
divisional accounts receivable su-
pervisor at Adecco. Gordon writes, 
“After 20 years in the human re-
sources/staffing industry, I decided 
to make the change to a not-for-
profit agency. Working with an 
agency that assists the disabled will 
be an immensely rewarding experi-
ence. I look forward to being able  
to make a difference!”

William J. Cunningham ’88 
is project manager/project engi-
neer with Siefert Associates and was 
elected governor for Region I of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, 
beginning his term last October. 

Mark W. Roney ’88 is chief 
financial officer for Syracuse-based 
Longley Jones Management Corp. 
and its affiliate Syracuse Securities Inc.

Jim Triandiflou ’88 recently 
was appointed president and chief 
executive officer of Boston-based 
software provider Insight Direct. 

Jim previously served as chief oper-
ating officer of Centive, a software 
company specializing in sales and 
management software.

J. Russell Findlay ’89 was 
named vice president of sales and 
marketing by Town Sports Interna-
tional Holdings, the largest owner 
and operator of fitness clubs in the 
Northeast and mid-Atlantic re-
gions of the United States. For the 
past eight years, he has held high-
ranking positions in marketing and 
brand management for PepsiCo. 

John ’89 and Kristie McLean 
Kavanagh ’90 live in Cicero with 
their three children. John is a lieuten-
ant with the Syracuse Police Depart-
ment. Kristie is a teacher’s aide in the 
North Syracuse School District.

1 9 9 0 s
Scott S. Benjamin ’90 runs 

a student exchange program for  
Bunker Hill Community College 
with Senegal University in Senegal, 
West Africa.  

Sheila Geen ’90 currently resides 
in Fairport and works as a midwife 
for the University of Rochester.

John Rivera ’90 recently was 
hired as director of resource devel-
opment for Atlantic Street Center in 
Seattle. He writes, “Ahh, the reces-
sion: [Laid off] in January (2009), but 
landed quickly, starting a new gig in 
May. Still raising money and having 
a blast.”

Gregory Schuler ’90 and his 
wife, Lara, welcomed a son, Larson 
Gregory, Nov. 5.

Jeffrey Golove ’91 was named 
managing director for Execu/Search 
Healthcare Partners. 

Dave Monk II ’91 recently 
marked his 17th year with ARA-
MARK, where he works as general 
manager of environmental services 
and laundry for the Valley Baptist 
Health System in Harlingen and 
Brownsville, Texas. He writes, “My 
10-year-old son and I moved from 
Reading, Pa., to Harlingen, Texas, in 
fall 2007. One thing is different from 
upstate Pennsylvania and New York: 
no snow!” Dave invites friends to  
e-mail him at myboyjulian@att.net.

Roland Sanchez ’91 joined the 
Burritt Motors sales team in Oswego 
as a sales consultant. 

Liesl Wiesen ’91 recently moved 
to Pittsburgh, where she works as 
manager of husbandry services at the 
University of Pittsburgh. At Oswego, 
she participated in the zoo animal 
technology joint study program.

Michael Comet ’93 is a human 
anatomy, physiology and living  
environment teacher at South  
Lewis Central School in Turin. He 
received the 2009 Outstanding 
Biology Teacher Award from the 
National Association of Biology  
Teachers with Prentice Hall  
Publishing. 

Joy Holder ’93 writes, “I just 
started a photography business in 
Arlington, Va., specializing in por-
traits and weddings. I have been 
working as a professional photogra-
pher for the past 15 years. You can 
view my work, services and products 
at www.holderphotography.com.”

Tricia Faetz-Freda ’94 lives in 
Port Jefferson Station.

Mary Faulkner ’94, M ’01 is a 
fourth-grade teacher at the Altmar-

Parish-Williamstown Central School 
District. She and her husband, Mike, 
have two children and two grandchil-
dren. Activities she enjoys are, “cruis-
ing on our Harley and spending time 
with our granddaughter.”

Steven Hammes ’94 resides 
in Albany and works as an auto-
motive journalist for Drive Time 
Productions and is a member of the 
International Motor Press Associa-
tion. Steven and his wife, Lara, have  
one child. His favorite Oswego 
memories are “all the fun of Hart 
Hall ninth floor and working as a 
weatherman at WTOP.”

Diane L. Hutchinson M ’94 
joined Cayuga Community College 
as vice president for administrative 
services and treasurer. She previ-
ously was with Wells College for 25 
years, the past 14 years as vice presi-
dent and treasurer. She has been a 
team evaluator for the Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education 
for the past nine years. 

La-Dana Jenkins ’94 runs the 
five-part Job Series workshop as a 
professional career counselor and 
adjunct instructor for the Bor-
ough of Manhattan Community 
College. She was featured in the  
Aug. 18 editions of Metro New York 
and amNewYork in an article titled 
“Zeroing in on the Perfect Job.”

Michael G. Lisson ’94 joined 
Green & Seifter Certified Public  
Accountants in Syracuse as senior 
manager in November. Michael  
previously managed client rela-
tionships in the audit and business  
advisory services department of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Dan Martinelli ’94 lives in 
Albany with his wife, Christine,  
and three children. He is building 
principal at Cohoes Middle School.

Tom Spaulding ’94 works in 
marketing and community relations  
for Samaritan Medical Center in 
Watertown. He lives in Copenha-
gen, N.Y..

Cynthia K. Warner ’94 was 
honored last June with the Ralph 
R. Whitney Jr. Award by the Onon-
daga Community College board of 
trustees. With this honor she had the 
opportunity to select two students 
within the physical therapist assis-
tant program to receive the Ralph R. 
Whitney Jr. Scholarship. 

Elizabeth Barber-Breese ’95 
is a career and technical education 
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neW yorK Gov. david paTerson 
recently appointed Abner JeanPierre 
’90 to the University at albany 
University Council.

a chief compensation analyst for 
the state department of Civil service, 
Jeanpierre manages the classification 
and compensation programs for a group 
of state agencies that includes 20,000 
employees. He also advises appointing 
authorities on pay and benefits that 
attract and retain talent.

“Today, the state University of new york faces many  
challenges — from dwindling state support to maintaining 
an affordable quality education,” Jeanpierre said in a press 
release. “i look forward to working together with my col-
leagues on the various councils and being a tireless advocate 
for the University system.

“The high quality education that i have received at  
oswego has been instrumental in shaping my life over the 
years,” he said.

Jeanpierre earned a master of public administration degree 
from the rockefeller College at University at albany. He lives 
with his wife, norma, and three sons in latham.

N e w s m A K E r

Abner Jean- 
Pierre ’90
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teacher as well as an English teacher 
for Delaware-Chenango-Madison- 
Otsego BOCES in Norwich. She  
and her husband, Scott, have two 
children. 

I-Chun Chen ’95 is a technical 
manager for the Powerchip Semi-
conductor Corp. and resides in  
Hsinchu City, Taiwan. 

Margaret Baker Formica ’95 
received her doctorate in epide-
miology from Boston University 
in May. She currently resides in  
Syracuse with her husband, Sam, 
and two children.

Wendy Adamkoski Boltash ’96  
resides in Broadalbin with her  
husband, Nicholas, and their three 
children. She works as a vocal  
instructor for Vocal Image Music 
Studios. A member of Mu Beta Psi 
and the StateSingers at Oswego, she 
now enjoys working with the Glove 
Theatre’s fundraising efforts called 
“Save Our Stage.” She also director  
the New Voices a capella and  
performance group.

Gretchen Bilynsky Dunfey ’96 
works for Advanced Interconnect 
as a human resource manager. She 

and her husband, Chris, have two 
children. She earned her MBA at 
the University of North Carolina  
at Charlotte in 2002. Her favorite 
Oswego memories are “the beau-
tiful sunsets and fun times with 
friends.”

Amy Brienza Kilpatrick ’96 
is a clinical social worker in Out-
patient Mental Health at United 
Health Services in Binghamton. She 
earned her master’s in social scienc-
es at SUNY Binghamton and MSW  
at SUNY Albany. She and her  
husband, Ryan, have two children. 

Rachel Anderson ’97 has been 
hired by the Pinckney Hugo Group 
in Syracuse as an administrative  
assistant.

Brian Mason Hughes ’97 resides 
in Lawrenceville, N.J. He is a special 
agent for the FBI. 

Jennifer Levesque ’97 married 
Frank Mergl Aug. 15 in Kenmore. 
Jennifer is assistant vice president 
for Internet and marketing at First 
Niagara. The couple resides on 
Grand Island.

Melody Bitkoff ’98 joined 
Burnley Employment and Reha-

I 
had the opportunity to 
“listen in” last summer 
when editor michele 
reed interviewed Lois 

Frankel ’73 for our cover fea-
ture. Previously, I have had the 
opportunity to be inspired by 
Lois at a presentation for pro-
fessional women on maximizing 
their career potential. This time, 
listening to Lois’ conversation 
with michele gave me pause — 
when she spoke about reaching 
a time in our lives when we can 
step back and really assess our 
“forensic fingerprint.” When we 
are no longer here, how will the 
world know that we existed?

maybe it is that time in my life, or the recent economic crisis, 
but I have been thinking a lot about how I want to leave my mark in 
this world. I think we all want to know what our legacy will be. It’s 
not just about career achievements and material success. Certainly 
for many of us, a good part of our legacy is our children and how 
we help shape them. For me, as for many of you, it is my chosen 
profession, too. I believe deeply in the value of higher education as a 
means to make the world a better place. 

But, it’s also about our volunteer efforts in our communities or 
with organizations we believe in where we can leave an impact. For 
Lois, it’s her work with young girls and teens, and with women who 
need support in a medical crisis. 

I encourage each of you to take a step back and assess how 
you can make a difference.

There are numerous ways you can make an impact in your own 
community through volunteer service. There are also many ways 
you can continue to make a difference at SUNY Oswego. 

Sign up for the ASK (Alumni Sharing Knowledge) program to 
help mentor current students and recent grads just starting out 
in their professional careers. Help support our Possibility Scholars 
Program to assist young students entering the STEm fields. Sign 
up to be a reunion Class Volunteer to help plan a reunion for your 
class or group. Come back to campus to speak in classes as part of 
our Alumni-in-residence program. Encourage prospective students 
to attend SUNY Oswego.

As I write this, we’re busy finalizing plans for reunion 2010, sched-
uled for June 10 to 13. Last year, more than 1,400 alumni and friends 
returned to campus to reconnect with the college and with friends. 
And we’ve already begun the planning for our 2011 Sesquicentennial 
reunion Celebration when we will celebrate 150 years of Oswego’s rich 
history of educating, service and making a difference.

Think about the impact you can make here at Oswego — through 
volunteer service, your financial support or your estate plans. Our ongo-
ing work continues to inspire future problem-solvers and helps us to 
make a difference and leave the world a little better than we found it.

By executive  
Director  
Betsy oberst

 Matters
oswego
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researCH meTeoroloGisT 
MIKe conIGLIo ’97 recently 
earned a presidential early 
Career award for scientists and 
engineers, the highest such honor 
given by the U.s. government.

The presidential award rec-
ognizes both innovative research 
and a commitment to community 
service and outreach. Coniglio and 
his staff at the national severe 
storms laboratory in norman, 
okla., essentially use complex 

data analysis and forecasting models to help forecasters make 
better predictions about severe weather.

Coniglio credited sUny oswego professor robert 
ballentine for helping shape his career.

“He made sure i was up on the latest opportunities for 
graduate school and research opportunities,” said Coniglio, who 
went on to graduate and doctoral studies at the University of 
oklahoma.

He and his fellow presidential award recipients were 
treated to a White House visit in January to celebrate their 
achievements.

— shane m. liebler

N e w s m A K E r

Michael coniglio ’97, right, 
is accompanied by president 
barack obama’s science 
adviser John Holdren.
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WHen Home HeaTinG oil HiT $4.95 a Gallon TWo years 
ago, tom Varian ’98 started researching ways to make his house 
more energy efficient. 

This past winter, the varian family kept their home at a cozy 
70 degrees and didn’t pay a penny in home heating oil costs. 

The family powers their home in new york’s orange County 
with solar energy, and uses geothermal heat pumps to heat and 
cool their home. Thermal seal insulation, providing zero heat loss, 
and constant monitoring of their energy 
usage via the Web have made for a dra-
matic change in their energy bills. 

While the geothermal heat is free 
— and provides free hot water as a by-
product — the system does use some 
electricity. so the varians installed solar 
panels on the roof. as he completes his 
first full year using the new energy sys-
tem in august, Tom hopes to generate 
enough credits by solar panels to pay 
for next winter’s heating bills. 

Tom spent two years researching 
his home improvement project, consid-
ering and rejecting ideas like an outdoor 
wood furnace and wind power. but he and his wife, Jane, didn’t 
take the plunge until the federal and new york state govern-
ments raised their incentives by offering 30 percent tax rebates 
each on energy-efficient improvements. 

That means that Tom’s $123,000 investment in green tech-
nology ended up costing him only about half that much, after 
rebates. and, he notes, even with financing the upgrades, consum-
ers can see a net gain, even the first year. 

While the savings help, they’re not the only reason for going 
green on the home front, Tom says. Without combusting fossil  
fuels, the quality of air in the home is better, and the family is 
making a difference in the fight against global warming and 
dependence on foreign oil. That makes it all worthwhile for Tom, 

who notes with pleasure that sons Connor, 3, and brady, 1, are 
learning at a young age the importance of sustainability. “if you 
ask Connor how we get our power, he tells you, ‘solar panels,’” 
Tom says with a grin. 

The kids aren’t the only ones learning a lesson about sustain-
ability, as the varians’ project has attracted the attention of family 
members, neighbors and even the media, including Cbs news.

overall, the entrepreneur, who left a life in corporate finance 
to open his own business, riva payments, is happy with his choice. 
“many people in today’s society will choose to spend their money 
by going out and buying a new car or go on a nice vacation,” he 
says. “We made a conscious decision to spend money while doing 
what is right for the environment.”  l

Alumnus Refits House to Go Off the Grid

above: tom Varian ’98 installed solar 
panels to provide the family home with 
electricity. 
left: The varian family enjoys a cozy 
fireplace. They did not spend a penny 
on heating oil this past winter. from 
left are Tom with dog seamus, Connor, 
brady and Jane.
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bilitation Services in Stroudsburg, 
Pa., as director of business develop-
ment and fundraising. Melody most  
recently served as director of annual 
giving at Columbia Law School in 
New York City.

Lisa A. Kimball ’98 has been 
named assistant vice president and 
audit manager for Pathfinder Bank. 
She has been with the bank since 
1998. 

Howard W. Ganter M ’99 was 
appointed executive director of the 
Jefferson Rehabilitation Center in 
Watertown, where he has worked 
for 30 years. Howard lives in Glen 
Park with his wife, Dani, and has 
two adult children and a grandson.

Dana Segall-Murphy ’99 and 
her husband, Daniel Murphy, wel-
comed a son, Lucas Daniel, Aug. 9.

Heather Ferguson Wieland 
’99, M ’02, CAS ’06 is the principal 
at Camden High School. She and 
husband Michael live in Cicero. A  
favorite Oswego memory of this 
Alpha Delta Eta sister is “anything 
AD related!”

2 0 0 0 s

Scott Freeman ’01 of Lowville, 
a New York State Trooper, was 
elected by his 88-member class to be 
its speaker at ceremonies celebrating 
the completion of Basic School at the 
State Police Academy. 

Dana Saylor ’01 and Jona-
thon Furman ’01 were married 
Sept. 30, 2006, in Fair Haven State 
Park. They reside in Buffalo, where 
Dana owns Dana Saylor Designs 
and Jonathon recently launched 
his own freelance design company, 
Nuthatch Design. Dana writes, “I 
have now been a self-employed jew-
elry designer for over three years … 
[Jonathon] has enjoyed working for 
himself: designing Web sites, busi-

ness branding and collateral as well 
as taking photography and creat-
ing art prints. You can find Dana’s  
jewelry at www.danasaylordesigns.
com and Jon’s portfolio at nut-
hatchdesign.com (he designed both 
sites!).”

Jennifer Gianetto ’03, M ’04 
married Aaron Rowan July 11 in 
Oswego. Jennifer works as a second-
grade teacher at Fairley Elementary 
School in Hannibal.

Emerson Wade Hansen M ’03 
this fall joined the Onondaga  
Community College faculty as an 
instructor’s assistant in chemistry 
and physical science.
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Chris Highbrown ’03 writes 
that after graduation, he moved to 
Tampa, Fla., and taught third grade 
for five years. He just opened his 
own business called Xcel 360. It’s a 
13,000-square-foot activity center for 
children in Odessa, Fla., that Chris 
hopes will be a prototype for expan-
sion. He adds, “Hope everything 
in Oswego is well! I really miss it up 
there!”

Dawn Delahoy Cich ’04 mar-
ried Brendon Cich June 27 in East 
Amherst. Oswego alumni in atten-
dance included Nicholas Pember-
ton ’02, Francisco Manitas ’03, Sara 
Clarke ’03, Michael Massenzio ’02 
and Nicole Polifroni Massenzio ’03.

Calvin ’04 and Diana Watts 
Heinle ’04 reside in Charlestown, 
Mass.

Victor Parker ’04 of Bald-
winsville recently started work at 
First Niagara Risk Management as  
marketing client account manager, 
benefits consulting. He previously 
was employed by EBS-RMSCO, Inc.

Lisa Sanford CAS ’04 recently 
was named the new Hornell High 
School principal. 

Mary Gayle Robles Abelanes 
’05 currently resides in Milpitas, Ca. 

James F. Alderman ’05 is an air-
craft mechanic for PDS Tec./Boeing 
in San Antonio, Texas. 

Eric M. Dadey ’05 is a produc-
tion, planning, scheduling, and ma-
terial controller for Lockheed Martin 
Corp. and has been recognized by the 
Cambridge Who’s Who for demon-
strating excellence in his career. 

Sara Straitiff Dilker ’05 resides 
in Jamestown with her husband, 
Dustin Dilker.

Katherine Doe Gorham ’05 
recently opened Jane Doe’s Trunk 
Shows, a Rochester shop specializ-
ing in hard-to-find women’s cloth-
ing. The unique boutique opens one 
weekend a month with details listed 
at www.janedoestrunkshows.com.

Joe Kelleher ’05 works for 
the Kaplan Test Preparation and  

Admissions as an educational  
advisor as well as the voice of their 
national 800 number. 

Jodi Castello ’06 is a school and 
residential domestic violence coun-
selor for the Hannibal Central School 
District and Oswego County Oppor-
tunities. 

Robin Gicewicz ’06 was pro-
moted to professional research 
recruiter in the accounting and 
finance division for Professionals 
Incorporated, representing Cen-
tral New York and on a nationwide 
basis.

Justin McVey ’06 resides in 
Syracuse and works as an instructor 
for Onondaga Community College.

Kimberly Schickling Rowley ’06 
recently was hired as account  
manager for Grizzaffi Darby in  
Denton, Texas.

Mary Beth Wessing ’05, M ’08 
married Jeremy Calkins ’06, M ’09 
Aug. 8 in New Hartford. The couple 
resides in Little Falls.

Stephan DiFlorio ’07 is residing 
in Brockport.

Lacey M. Kimpland ’07 married 
Eric J. Skorupa in August at The Holy 
Family Church in Endwell. The cou-
ple traveled to Punta Cana, Domini-
can Republic, for their honeymoon.

Jennifer Krusch ’07 is a publicist 
for St. Martin’s Press in New York 
City. She recently promoted a book 
by fellow alumna Mary Fussa Mitch-
ell ’73 (see Alumni Bookshelf, p. 39).

Rachel Lesko ’07 resides in 
Liverpool where she works in the 
hospitality department at the Best 
Western Inn.

Melissa Brown ’08 won $16,000 
as a contestant on “Who Wants to be 
a Millionaire?” in September. She is 
attending graduate school at SUNY 
Oswego. 

Kari Frawley ’08 married Ryan 
Blake in May 2009. The couple hon-
eymooned in Jamaica and currently 
live in Fulton.

Klanci Jacobson ’09 and Evan 
Gauthier ’09 were married Aug. 15 
in Saratoga Springs, where they cur-
rently reside. The couple was joined 
by many SUNY Oswego alumni and 
friends.

Kylee McFadden ’09 works as a 
high school admissions representa-
tive at Bryant and Stratton College in 
Liverpool.

Television Career Has No Script
cHucK DIcKInSon ’03 is an enGlisH 
maJor who has never had to pick up the pro-
verbial pen for a living. instead of the written 
word, he launched his career with an intern-
ship in radio and eventually made his way to 
Hollywood. 

He is director of development and produc-
tion at a company specializing in reality Tv. 
The job of Krasnow productions is to find, pitch 
and produce the next hit — “Janice dickinson 
modeling agency,” “Hole in the Wall” and “bank 
of Hollywood” are recent projects.

right now, Chuck says, the marketplace 
craves “organic” shows that capture real peo-
ple in their own natural, unique situations.

There are a lot of networks out there, each 
looking for reality shows that relate to niche 
audiences, Chuck says. 

as director of development, he scours the 
country for potential talent. Chuck looks for 
subjects who can bring drama and humor to 
the small screen.

“i love real people doing actual things they do 
in their everyday lives rather than the contrived 
situations that everyone is used to,” Chuck says. 
“i think the secret to a good show is under-pro-
ducing and letting the cameras capture those 
real moments.”

His career in media began with the self-
proclaimed “King of all media,” nationally syn-
dicated radio personality Howard stern. after 
hearing about an internship opening on the 
show, Chuck found the nearest library and sent 
in his résumé on a lunch break while working a 
summer job.

after developing his taste for big-time 
entertainment, Chuck moved to California. He 

maintains his oswego roots by participating in 
fraternal events, as he did at reunion Weekend 
2009.

“Greek life is a big part of my oswego 
experience,” the delta Kappa Kappa brother 
says. “it exposes you to a lot of different  
people from a lot of different backgrounds.”  l

— shane m. liebler

Krasnow productions director of development and 
production chuck Dickinson ’03, right, stands with 
client neil fingleton, who is nearly 7 foot 8 inches 
tall. The production company is pitching a reality 
show based on fingleton’s quest to make it “big” in 
Hollywood.
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Fred Vigeant ’02 and Michele Joyner ’04 were married may 23 at st. mary’s Church in oswego. several 
alumni attended including, first row, from left: sarah booth ’03, Jenny Hawley ’06, the bride, the bride-
groom, Tom mangan ’99, Jennifer skurski mangan ’01, saleem Cheeks ’01, amy Grant-Quonce ’04 and 
amanda miller ’05. pictured second row, from left, are: Kelly olsen ’06, Jasmyn belcher ’06, Tim nekritz m ’05,  
matt lystad ’06, Tiffany scharadin ’07, Whitney lash ’06, emily evatt ’08, Hallie meighan mintz ’04 and 
leigh Wyshosky ’01. pictured in the back row, from left, are John Hurlbutt ’71, Jeff Windsor ’96, Jackie 
lalande ’06, Jennifer mahan Windsor ’94, dorothy vickery bonney ’85, andrew drogo ’05, Greg brewster ’05, 
Jessica miller ’05, matt Gabriel ’04, laki Terzidis ’02, Joe petryssyn ’02, eric vaughn ’00, mike yoon ’00, 
Kim naugle Gaw ’01 and Josh Gaw ’00. fred is program director at Wrvo-fm and michele is a substitute 
teacher in the oswego City and Hannibal Central school districts.

Bill Lilley ’69 married Judy Dorr ’79 
aug. 15. bill is president and chief inves-
tigator of his own ecoinvestigation inc. 
Judy is an administrator in the altmar-
parish-Williamstown Central school 
district. The couple resides in pulaski.

Robert Kirker ’01 married Rebecca Springer ’03 July 11 in lake George. pictured back row, from left 
are: alan Gallagher ’03, Christine stenglein ’05, sean Treacy ’02, Craig Kinkade ’99, russell brettholtz ’99,  
adrienne millen Kinkade ’00 and Tara Collins brettholtz ’99. pictured third row, from left, are: erin 
Johnson ’03, Kelly palka Gallagher ’05, Chris motola ’00, Jeremy lahnum ’02, lisa spofford ’00, 
benjamin Uticone ’02, Zack Waffle ’06, Kristian Wooley, Christine sugrue ’01, andy Wright ’03 and 
andrew Urbanek ’00. pictured second row, from left, are: the bride, the bridegroom, amy doud  
marshall ’97, bJ marshall ’99, Kaelyn rich ’05, Hollie miller ’01, leeanne root ’02, peri nelson and ali 
shapiro ’07. russell Kamerow ’08 and lauren bonanno ’03 are kneeling in the first row. also attending, 
but not pictured, were dan preston ’96, Kate Gammill preston ’07 and sue bardin ’68. rob teaches in 
minerva and rebecca is a teacher in rensselaer. The couple resides in Queensbury.

Amanda Mauro ’03 and Joseph tyler ’04 
were married June 8, 2008, in oswego. 
Their guests included, from left: Kara 
becker batewell ’02, shawn batewell ’01, 
sarah neeland bagrowski ’03, the bride, 
the bridegroom, Thomas larrabee ’05 and 
matthew brooks ’04, m ’06. amanda is 
working on her master’s degree in men-
tal health counseling and Joseph works 
for CGi in oswego. The couple resides in 
liverpool.



John turbeville ’02 married adrienne Turbeville July 27, 2008, at belhurst 
Castle in Geneva. pictured, from left, are: steven roth ’03, Jennifer Copp, 
Jennifer Herloski ’03, david Copp ’02, peter margeson ’04, Jeanie buddle 
Wiggins ’96, darrell Wiggins, robert podfigurney ’03, the bridegroom, the 
bride and professor emeritus Jay button. attending the wedding, but not 
pictured, was robin mcaleese ’93. John is director of career services at 
the sUny College of environmental science and forestry in syracuse. The 
couple resides in minoa.
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Sarah tarquinio ’03 married ryan youngman July 24 in liverpool. 
pictured front row, from left, are: Kathryn Korona sippel ’03, renee 
lamphere ’06, the bridegroom, the bride, sara Warner bambino ’03 and 
Jessica finch ’03. pictured middle row, from left, are: daniel o’neil ’03, 
elizabeth lynch Tarquinio ’03, Jennifer Weingberg ’03, peter layton ’94, 
amanda lappin ’05, Hillary rowswell piedmont ’03, Tracey sorrell  
streiff ’03, lucie bishop ’05, Catherine dymus ’06 and michelle 
Kuraszewicz snyder ’00. pictured back row, from left, are: Gene  
Tarquinio ’95, nonie layton Johns ’94, bill phuntek ’98, Jason pasinski ’03  
and Chris snyder ’03. sarah teaches english at C.W. baker High school in 
baldwinsville. The couple resides in liverpool.

Lindsay Smith ’04 and Anthony Smith ’04 were married sept. 5. Joining 
them at the ceremony were, from left: sean pomeroy, Todd parsons, steve 
Kielar ’04, dave Case ’03, scott durrwachter ’06, James o’neill ’04, Jason 
Wallace ’06, steve segur ’05, William edwards, brian barbulean ’03, Chris 
Ghee ’06, the bridegroom, the bride, Jason Kompes ’04, Jared Haines ’05, 
John bueg ’05, matt barney ’07, adam pray ’06, Josh Cootware ’07 and 
Jeff andreason. marnie buchsbaum ’03, Hope nelson-o’neill ’03, lauren 
Hill-raylinsky ’06, Jesse fey ’04, stephanie Kelm ’05, edward Kelm ’05 and 
Jason lisick ’06 also attended, but are not pictured. lindsay is an insurance 
consultant and Tony is a broome County Correctional officer. The couple 
resides in endicott.

Lisa Button ’05 and James McGuire ’06 were married aug. 22 in 
Cicero. pictured front, from left, are: rachel steenburgh ’06, sara 
scholtens ’05, nancy mastroianni ’05, Kim fellows ’06, Kristin beck ’06, 
Teresa roohan ’06, anthony bloomfield ’07, Kate pentland robinson ’05,  
ashlie ptak ’09. pictured back, from left, are: Jeff butler ’05, dylan 
Habeeb ’06, Chris affinati ’06, breena storke ’03, Kristen yantch ’06, 
april powers ’08 and amanda mcCrea ’06.



OsweGO l  S p r i n g  2 0 1 0 46

I N  m e m o r I a m

Laura Galvin Vaughan ’27 of 
Palo Alto, Calif. passed away Jan. 18, 
2010 at the age of 103. She began her 
teaching career in Johnstown, N.Y 
where she met her husband, Asahel 
“Ace” Vaughan. Laura left teaching 
in 1937 to move around the country 
while Ace pursued his flying career 
in the U.S. Air Force. In 1952, they 
returned to Oswego where Laura 
resumed teaching, first at St. Paul’s 
Academy, then at Charles E. Riley El-
ementary where she taught until her 
retirement in 1967. Laura was pre-
deceased by her sister, Marion Gal-
vin McMahon ’24. She is survived 
by her daughter, Virginia Saldich; 
four grandchildren; a stepson; eight 
great-grandchildren; and step-great-
grandchildren.  Donations in Laura’s 
memory may be made to the Oswego 
College Foundation, Inc.

Mildred Turner Forgham ’35 
of Albuquerque, N.M., died May 20.  
She was a retired teacher. Mildred is 
survived by a son and a grandson.

Lucinda Smith Waterman ’35 
of Port Byron passed away July 27. 
She is survived by seven children, in-
cluding Nancy Leighty ’68.

B e a t r i c e  S t e v e n s  B u r n s  
Wood ’35 of Central Square passed 
away Nov. 10. She taught in the 
Central Square Central School Dis-
trict from 1944 until her retirement 
in 1971, serving as principal of Aura 
Cole Elementary School from 1959 
to 1965.  

Edward Shaughnessy ’37 of 
Newburgh, Ind., died Nov. 17. He 
taught in several locations in New 
York state until the mid 1950s when 
he joined Eastman Kodak. Ed retired 
in 1981. Surviving are his wife, Emily 
Di Clementine ’36; a daughter; two 
sons; 11 grandchildren; and 15 great-
grandchildren.

Nellie Woodruff ’38 of Adams 
died Nov. 14.  She taught in Hastings-
on-Hudson and Wellsville, retiring 
in 1971.  

Walter Franklin ’46 of Homer 
died May 3.

Alfred Isaacson ’47 of Hyde 
Park passed away July 20.

Michael Marcellino ’47 of 
Fayetteville, N.C., died June 24.  
He is survived by his wife, Julia 
Daheny ’48 and a daughter, Ann 
Carol Claudet ’71.

Robert Elting ’48 of Ocala, Fla., 
passed away Dec. 10, 2006.

Muriel Stockton VanGelder 
Gardner ’49 of DeKalb Junction 
died Nov. 29. She earned her master’s 
degree from St. Lawrence University. 
Muriel taught in the Clifton-Fine 
School District from 1949 until her 
retirement in 1992. She is survived by 
her husband, Goodwin; three daugh-
ters; a son; and six grandchildren.

William Sliter ’49 of Red Creek 
passed away Dec. 3, 2009. His wife, 
Corabelle Chapman Sliter ’49, died 
Jan. 8. Bill taught at Red Creek High 
School for 35 years. Corabelle taught 
second grade at Red Creek Elemen-
tary School for many years. They are 
survived by two daughters, two sons 
and four grandchildren.

Nancy Steward DeCastro ’50 
of Chenango Bridge passed away 
Oct. 20. She began her teaching ca-
reer in Binghamton, then taught for 
many years in the Chenango Valley 
School District until her retirement. 
Nancy is survived by her husband, 
Milo ’48; seven children; and 12 
grandchildren.

Robert Wiedenhoft ’50 of 
Rockville Centre died July 30.

Antonio Dasilva ’51 of Honeoye 
Falls died May 6, 2008.

Emily Schneider Greenapple 
’51 of Roslyn Heights died Feb. 14, 
2009.

Joan Galvin FitzGibbons ’52 of 
Oswego passed away Nov. 26. Joan 
taught in Bethpage and Oswego. 
She was director of social services at  
St. Luke Health Related Facility,  
retiring in 1995. Joan was a mem-
ber of the SUNY Oswego College 
Council from 1978 until 2000, and 
served as chair from 1980 until 1985.  
Surviving are her husband, John;  
five daughters; two sons; and 13 
grandchildren.

Alfred Neaman ’52 of Port 
Saint Lucie, Fla., died April 17, 2008.

Paul Troutman ’52 of Rome 
died Dec. 4. Paul taught in the Rome 
City School District for more than 35 
years, retiring in 1988. He is survived 
by his wife, Betty O’Brien ’44; a 
daughter; a son; and three grandsons.

Frederick Delisle ’53 of Punta 
Gorda, Fla., died Nov. 11. He served 
with the U.S. Army in Japan and 
Korea. Fred taught in Newton, 
Conn., Seaford and Locust Val-
ley. After his retirement, the family 
moved to Punta Gorda where Fred’s 
work with Habitat for Human-
ity and the Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program was honored with service 

awards. He is survived by his wife, 
Margaret Lauben ’54; two children; 
six grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild.

Raymond Garvey ’53 of Boca 
Raton, Fla., died Sept. 10. He served 
with the U.S. Navy during World 
War II and with the Naval Reserves 
until 1954. Ray taught in Upstate 
New York before moving to Palm 
Beach County Schools in 1963 where 
he served as an elementary school 
principal. He retired in 1989 after a 
career of 38 years. Ray is survived by 
his wife, Claire Morehouse ’53; five 
children; 10 grandchildren; and two 
great-granddaughters.

Thomas Mulcahey ’55 of La-
Quinta, Calif. passed away Feb. 26, 
2010. He is survived by his wife, 
Maureen Mazzei ’55; three daugh-
ters; and two grandchildren. Contri-
butions may be made to the Thomas 
Mulcahey ’55 Memorial Scholarship, 
c/o the Oswego College Foundation, 
Inc., 219 Sheldon Hall, SUNY, Os-
wego, NY 13126.

Joseph Cimitile ’57 of Bald-
winsville passed away Nov. 15. He 
served with the Navy during World 
War II and with the Army during 
the Korean War. Joseph taught in the 
Baldwinsville Central School District 
for 33 years, retiring in 1990. He is 
survived by his wife, Gloria ’57; two 
daughters; a son; and a grandson.

David Dopp ’57 of Fulton died 
Dec. 4, 2008.

Catherine Harkins ’57of Staten 
Island died April 17, 2009.

Professor Emeritus of Busi-
ness Administration J. Donald 
Herring ’57 passed away Sept. 13. 
He earned his master’s degree and 
doctorate from Syracuse University. 
Don joined the Oswego faculty in 
1970 and served as chair of the sec-
ondary education department. He 
later joined the School of Business 
faculty. He played an essential role 
in the development of the human re-
source management program; served 
as advisor for the Oswego chapter 
of the Society for Human Resource 
Management; which was recognized 
as National Chapter of the Year for 
four consecutive years; and was the 
first director of BASAC. Don was 
awarded the Oswego Alumni Asso-
ciation’s Lifetime Award of Merit in 
1993. He is survived by his wife, Mar-
lene Dimmler Herring ’57 and his 
sons, David ’82, Jeff and Michael.

William Stone ’57 of Manlius 
died Jan. 2. He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Army. Bill did graduate work 
at Oswego, Cortland and Syracuse 
University. He taught industrial arts 
technology at Fayetteville-Manlius 
High School for 31 years and served 
as coach for the varsity football, golf 
and bowling teams. Surviving are his 
wife, Rita Larkin ’57; four children, 
Connie English, Marge LaVancher, 
Lorraine Reynolds MS ’94 and Ray-
mond ’73; his brother, Robert ’78; 
and a sister, Irene Dziura.

Joseph Stracuzzi ’57 of Clif-
ton Park died Oct. 25. He taught 
industrial arts technology in the 
City School District of Albany for 40 
years. Joseph is survived by his wife, 
Melanie; and a son. 

Jeanne Shannon Weaver ’57 of 
Suffern died Feb. 2, 2007. She is sur-
vived by her husband, William ’57.

Robert Fratangelo ’59 of John-
stown passed away Sept. 22, 2007.

Donald Harvey ’59 of Day-
ton, Ohio, died Oct. 5. After retiring 
from the Canastota School District in 
1994, Don served as a director with 
the Special Olympics. Surviving are 
three daughters, two sons and eight 
grandchildren.  

Judith Bender DeSiro ’60 of 
Baldwinsville passed away Sept. 7. 
She earned her master’s degree at 
Syracuse University. Judith taught in 
the West Genesee School District for 
36 years. Surviving are her husband, 
Victor; a daughter and a son.

Eileen Sullivan Glenn ’60 
of Johns Island, S.C., passed away  
Apr. 21, 2009.

Harry White ’60 of Pima, Ariz., 
died Dec. 3, 2007.

David Berninger ’62 of Ridge 
passed away Nov. 27, 2007.

Irene Chrostowski Stearns ’62 
of Morrisville died Sept. 28. She 
was formerly a teacher at the Bessie  
Riordan School in North Syracuse. 
Irene is survived by a son and two 
grandchildren.

Beverly Hunter Welcher ’62 of 
Baldwinsville passed away June 14.  
She taught in the Baldwinsville Cen-
tral School District for eight years.  
Bev is survived by a son, a daughter 
and five grandchildren.

William Forbes ’63 of Holland 
Patent died Dec. 10. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree at Buffalo State and 
a doctorate from Syracuse Univer-
sity. William was an educator in the 
Rome City School District for more 
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than 40 years. Surviving are his wife, 
Ginevra; two daughters; a son; and 
five grandchildren.  

Bruce Vrooman ’63 of John-
stown died Sept. 15. He taught in the 
Broadalbin and Broadalbin-Perth 
School Districts before retiring in 
1995. Bruce is survived by his wife, 
Jacqueline; a daughter; a son; four 
stepsons; eight grandchildren; and 
one great-grandchild.

Louise Enright ’65 of Sparta, 
N.J., passed away May 27.

Donald Pemberton ’65 of 
Burnt Hills died Nov. 19, 2008.

Carol O’Mara Vermilye ’66 
of Oswego passed away Jan. 6. She 
is survived by her husband, Jon ’66; 
a son; a daughter; and a grand-
daughter. Contributions in Carol’s 
memory may be made to the Vermi-
lye Scholarship Fund, in care of the  
Oswego College Foundation, Inc.

Steven Balok ’67 of Novato, 
Calif., died Dec. 9, 2009. Steve taught 
in the Novato School District for 30 
years, serving as department chair 
and district-wide math coordinator. 
He received the Golden Bell Award 
from the California School Boards 
Association for the outstanding math 
program. An avid hiker, “Mr. Math” 
died of a heart attack while hiking up 
Mt. Burdelll in Novato. 

Lonnie Thompson ’67 of Roch-
ester died July 23, 2009.

Gary Sargent ’68 of Wilming-
ton, N.C., passed away Oct. 23, 2008.

Robert Smith ’69 of Liverpool 
passed away Sept. 24. He taught in 
the North Syracuse Central School 
District for 34 years. Surviving are a 
daughter and two grandchildren.

Bruce Terry ’69 of Patchogue 
passed away June 9. He is survived by 
his wife, Linda Siegel ’69.

Joyce Bishop Hammond ’70 
of Skaneateles passed away Jan. 11, 
2009.

Carol Stiffa Robertaccio ’70 
died Sept. 1.  She taught in the New 
Hartford Central School District for 
many years, retiring in 2002. Carol 
is survived by her husband, Jim; a 
daughter; a son; and two grand-
daughters.

Librarian Emeritus Stephen 
Torok ’70 passed away Oct. 13.  

Rosemary Scott Hertik ’71 of 
Syracuse died Dec. 29. She taught in 
the North Syracuse School District 
for 35 years. Surviving are her hus-
band, Wayne ’70; a daughter; a son; 
and two granddaughters.

Harold Jerome ’71 of Dumfries, 
Va., died Nov. 30, 2006. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Susan Schaller ’71.

Arthur Oneil ’71 of Albany 
passed away Dec. 17, 2008.

Louis Salebra ’71 of Statesville, 
N.C., passed away Nov. 23, 2008.

Daniel Van Gesen ’72 of Snow-
flake, Ariz., passed away Sept. 28. 
He received master’s degrees from 
Brigham Young University and 
Northern Arizona University. Dan 
was a teacher and administrator in 
the Snowflake Unified School Dis-
trict for 27 years. Surviving are his 
wife, Paula; one son; two daughters; 
and three grandchildren.

Raymond Hantsch ’73 of East 
Syracuse died April 17, 2008.

P. Kevin Gilman ’74 of Oswego 
passed away Dec. 17. He was a finan-
cial advisor for Northwestern Mutual 
Life Insurance Co. Kevin is survived 
by his wife, Irene Goldman ’75. The 
P. Kevin Gilman ’74 Scholarship has 
been established honoring Kevin at 
SUNY Oswego. Contributions to 
the scholarship may be made to the  
Oswego College Foundation, Inc.

Donald Marchewka ’74 of Lady 
Lake, Fla., passed away Apr. 22, 2007.

Andrew Pick ’74 of Raleigh, 
N.C., passed away on Aug. 28.

Jane Comer ’75 of Thonoto-
sassa, Fla., passed away Feb. 29, 2008.

R. Scott Gray ’78 of Woon-
socket, R.I., died Nov. 5. He taught in 
the Woonsocket School District for 
more than 20 years. Scott is survived 
by his wife, Holly; and two sons.

Kimberly Smiley ’78 of Web-
ster passed away July 11.

Miriam Williams Kadar ’79 of 
Eastchester passed away Sept. 17. She 
is survived by her husband, George; 
and two daughters.

Judith Sereno Zak ’79 of 
Cheektowaga passed away June 13. 
She earned her master’s degree from 
Syracuse University. Judy was a tech-
nical writer at Praxair and taught at 
Medaille College.  She had four books 
and several short stories published. 
Judy is survived by her husband, Jim; 
two stepsons; her parents; a sister, 
Mary Beth Schickling ’81; and a 
niece and nephew.

Michael Sopchak ’86 of Syra-
cuse died Nov. 28, 2008.

Victoria Monroe ’91 of West 
Monroe died Nov. 4. She is survived 
by her husband, Paul Baxter; her 
mother; and a brother.

Elwood Bogard ’94 of Parish 
died Jan. 30, 2008.

Sharon VonHoltz ’94 of Oswe-
go passed away June 18, 2007.

Scott Leighton ’96 of Ledge-
wood, N.J., passed away Aug. 4. He 
earned a master’s degree from Hof-
stra University. Scott was director 
of human resources information 
systems at the Avis Budget Group in 
Parsippany, N.J. Surviving is his wife, 
Lauren; a son; his parents, Kathy and 
Douglas; and a brother.

Kathleen Knipper Dorman 
MS ’97 of Oneida died Dec. 31. She 
earned her bachelor’s degree at Mol-
loy College. Kathleen taught kin-
dergarten in Durhamville Elemen-
tary School in the Oneida City School 
District for 21 years, retiring in June 
2009. Surviving are four sons, two 
daughters and a grandson.

Patricia DiNicola Maroney ’97 
of Liverpool passed away Oct. 26. She 
earned an associate’s degree from 
Onondaga Community College. Pa-
tricia was employed with Galson & 
Galson Engineering Co. for 35 years, 
retiring in 2004. She is survived by 
her husband, John; a daughter; and 
two granddaughters.

Pamela Eaton ’00 of William-
son died Aug. 25.

Paul Anbro ’06 of Conklin 
passed away June 23. He is survived 
by his parents, Jo and Donald, and a 
sister.

Eleanor “Fergie” Boyd, wife 
of the late Dr. Maurice O’ Boyd, 
passed away Feb. 25, 2010. Fergie 
was a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison. Along with 
Nina Livaccari Hastings ’43 and Kay 
Whitney Palmer ’36, Fergie founded 
the annual Emeriti Luncheon. She is 
survived by a son, William; and two 
daughters, Susan Boyd and Eliza-
beth Johnson. Contributions may be 
made to the Maurice O. Boyd Schol-
arship Fund, c/o the Oswego College 
Foundation, Inc., 219 Sheldon Hall, 
SUNY, Oswego, NY 13126. 

John Etherington, Assistant 
Professor Emeritus of Business 
Administration, passed away July 
27. Jack served with the U.S. Air 
Force from 1943 until 1947 and 
flew 50 missions in the Central Pa-
cific Theatre of Operations. After 
his discharge in 1947, he remained 
active with the Air National Guard. 
Jack earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Syracuse University in 1951 
and worked for several companies 

as a project engineer. In 1972, he 
returned to Syracuse University 
where he earned an MBA in 1974 
and a Doctorate of Education in 
1980.  Jack taught at Syracuse Uni-
versity, Onondaga Community 
College and LeMoyne College be-
fore coming to Oswego, where he 
taught until his retirement in 1988. 
Surviving are his wife, Helen; three 
children; six grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren.

Richard Hyse, Professor 
Emeritus of Economics, passed 
away Nov. 9. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the Baruch School of 
City College of New York and a doc-
toral degree from New York Uni-
versity. Richard joined the faculty at 
Oswego in 1961 as the sole economist 
on campus. He started and directed 
the business program, becoming the 
first chair of the economics depart-
ment. Richard was predeceased by 
his wife, Josephine. Donations in 
their memory for the SUNY Oswego 
Economics Department Excellence 
Fund may be made to the Oswego 
College Foundation, Inc.

James “Roger” McLaughlin, 
Professor Emeritus of Sociology, 
passed away Jan. 9. He earned de-
grees in journalism and American 
studies/journalism at Syracuse Uni-
versity. He taught sociology at Oswe-
go for 23 years. Roger is survived by 
two daughters and his grandchildren. 

Robert Stirling, Associate Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Earth Sciences, 
passed away July 10.  He is survived 
by his wife, Associate Professor 
Emeritus, Campus School, Mary 
Ann Glancy ’57.

Alvin Westcott, Associate Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Curriculum and 
Instruction, passed away Jan. 1. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree at SUNY 
Oneonta and a master’s degree at 
Syracuse University. Al taught at  
Oswego for 37 years. His artwork 
graced many walls on campus and 
in the community. He is the author 
of several books, and in recent years, 
a column in Oswego’s Palladium-
Times. He is survived by a daughter, 
two sons, and three grandchildren.

Lillian “Lill” Krul, owner of 
Lill’s Erie Tavern for 31 years, passed 
away Sept. 16. Lillian is survived by 
two sons and a daughter; five grand-
children and several nieces and 
nephews.
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Matt Silverman ’00 helps defend the state as 
assistant attorney general in manhattan. one 
thing the brooklyn native has never had to defend, 
though, is his oswego education.

The public justice major and student 
association president found invaluable intern-
ship experience with the oswego County district 
attorney and U.s. senate as a student.

“i think the Honors program was really good 
training for law school,” said silverman, who 
attended indiana University at bloomington. “it 
was very much focused on critical thinking and 
writing — attention to detail.”

a former federal emergency management 
agency presidential management fellow and 
nassau County legal aid society defense attorney, 
silverman primarily handles mental health suits 
against the state today.  l

— shane m. liebler

1. Quietest campus spot: The lake shore behind 
Johnson Hall.

2. Loudest off-campus venue: The patch.

3. Greatest moment at oswego: That’s hard 
to say, but my highlights were the first year 
experience at Johnson Hall and speaking to my 
class at our graduation ceremony.

4. Rudy’s or Bev’s: bev’s for ice cream.

5. Best part about your job: prevailing on a case 
that helps my clients in a significant way.

6. Hardest class: statistics.

7. coolest professor: professor margaret ryniker 
(public Justice).

8. First sign of spring: more daylight and sun!

9. Last book you read: Ford County: stories by 
John Grisham.

10. Smartest person in the world: Confucius.

Matt Silverman ’00

10x10+10
1 Graduate Of the Last Decade, 100 words about him + 10 random questions
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